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Introduction 

ducation generally is to enlighten individuals on 

how to better their lives, be independent and 

relevant in the society. Vocational education in 

the same vein is a varietal tool to help youths choose 

appropriate courses which will help them acquire their 

life choice career. Daniel & Isaac (2019) posited that 

vocational education is to train the youths to acquire 

professional knowledge and skills needed in order to do 

a particular work after senior secondary school. 

Leaders in secondary schools must ensure that youths 

are well trained to be knowledgeable in vocational 

counseling education so as to meet up with the 

employers’ demands in the job market. The frustrations 

faced by youths can be alleviated through institutional  

R 

E 

ABSTRACT  
The study 

focused on 

repositioning of 

vocational 

counseling 

education by 

school leaders 

for youths’ 

empowerment 

for the job 

market, financial 

freedom and 

national 

development in 

secondary 

schools in Abuja 

Municipal Area 

Council (AMAC), 

Abuja, Nigeria. 

Two research 

questions were 

set to guide the 

study. Survey 

 
TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL, FEBRUARY, 2023 EDITIONS 

VOL. 12 NO. 7 ISSN: 2773-1040 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
JOUNAL OF: 
FINANCIAL RES. AND 
MANAGEMENT 
SCIENCE   



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
FEB., 2023 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJFRMS 
 

FINANCIAL RESEARCH & MGT. SCIENCE VOL. 12 

60 ISSN: 2773-1040 

 

vocational education which will enable these youths to be relevant in the job 

market to obtain better future career. Vocational education will help the 

youths to be aware of their potentials to fit into the world of work. Youths will 

face the reality of how to be financially independent and obtain financial 

freedom. 
Financial freedom apart from helping individuals to be prudent in spending 

their financial income will also help the youths to be focused and committed to 

any career which will stabilize their financial status. It is a means which will help 

them in their vocation to generate enough income to meet up with their needs, 

live their dream life and still have left over, this is attainment of financial 

freedom. The school leaders must reposition vocational counseling education 

to meet up with the standard of fortifying the youths with the required 

research was applied. The population of the study was twenty- one (21) 

principals from twenty- one (21) senior secondary schools in AMAC. The 

sample of the study was twenty-one principals were sampled through 

purposive sampling technique. Questionnaire titled: “Repositioning of 

Vocational Counseling Education for Youths Empowerment (RVCEYE)” was 

the instrument used for data collection. The questionnaire was validated by 

experts in Guidance and Counseling Department, University of Abuja, 

Abuja. The instrument reliability coefficient was calculated using Crombach 

alpha and was found to be 0.71. The finding of the study proved that school 

leaders did not reposition vocational education for youths’ empowerment 

for the job market, financial freedom and national development. Based on 

the study finding the researchers recommended that: both the State and 

Federal governments should support the secondary school leaders with 

funds for the be able to reposition vocational guidance and counselling 

education for youths’ empowerment to obtain financial freedom for 

national development. 

 

Keywords: Repositioning, Vocational Counseling, Empowerment, Job 

Market and National Development 
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knowledge to obtain financial freedom. This will help them to be empowered 

to contribute positively to the society economic and national development. 

Repositioning of education is to reform the educational system to meet the 

current development challenges in Nigeria. Vocational counseling education 

must be repositioned to help the youths to be relevant and be empowered not 

only for the job market but also to be able to be independent financially.  

Afugbuom & Ezeokeke (2018) envisaged repositioning of education as putting 

in place additional educational services such as different approaches to 

teaching, use of technology, having a specified adapted teaching area, 

functional resources, maintaining standard curriculum, having a conducive 

environment and establishing inclusive education. Ahmed (2016) considering 

repositioning of education emphasized on the upgrading of the curriculum, 

maintaining that curriculum is all what students do when learning, from the day 

they enter school to when they leave. Hence, Ahmed asserted that the 

curriculum of a particular education should be repositioned to meet up with 

the current development challenges in Nigeria. The researcher emphasized 

that the curriculum must be all encompassing, extensive in content, have 

adequate methodology and must be effectively evaluated. That the curriculum 

must also affirm the life experiences of all students, regardless of gender, place 

of origin, religion, ethnicity, race, culture linguistic background, social and 

economic status, sexual orientation, age, ability and disability of students. 

Odeleye (2012) perceived repositioning of education in Nigeria in the light of 

evolving progressive pattern of growth to comprehensively revamp 

manpower , by tutoring the people on job training, job skills, retraining and 

work ethics. The author emphasized on patriotism to be the core of the human 

resource development programme and that guidance and counseling 

education should be entrenched at every level of education starting from basic 

education. More so, that education should be repositioned to build visionary 

leaders, restore positive values and excised negative ones in the lives of   

Nigerians. This according to Odeleye will lead to cultural rebirth, elimination of 

corruption from politics, funding of all tiers of education and keeping prudent 

accountability of funds. That this must be a continuous process if there must 

be any reforms in the educational system.  
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Vocational counseling education must be repositioned to widen, strengthen, 

increase the youths’ knowledge and create their awareness in various 

occupations and their needed requirements so that they will have various 

possible occupational options. These youths should through vocational 

education be enlightened on the appropriate subjects or course they should 

choose for the different vocations. Their interest in a career should be a 

motivational factor to guide their occupational choice whether in lower level 

or especially at the higher level of education (Ebuk & Afu 2019). The youths 

should be helped to develop right attitude toward choice work. At this 

juncture, Katamei & Onwono2015) advised that school leaders should 

incorporate into counseling, behavior modification therapy to mould students’ 

bad behavior. According to the researchers, this will help the students to adjust 

to acceptable attitude which will help them in their relationship in the place of 

work and in life generally. These youths should through vocational counseling 

education develop the required skills, abilities, uncover their talents, traits and 

have the right attitude for their choice occupation. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) 1997 cited in Aho (2019) asserted that 

any counseling education should train the students to develop and possess life 

skills, which are the abilities which will aid students to develop positive 

behavior to face everyday life challenges. Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN, 

2013) averred that life skills will help the students to develop positive character, 

technical and effective skills for job and life. The instructors should therefore 

through vocational counseling education help students to avoid being 

influenced negatively by their peers to choose their friends career against their 

interest and choice. The school leaders should through vocational counseling 

education aid students to be aware of different career options in the 

community/society. For the leaders to reposition vocational education they 

must ensure that the school curriculum is well planned and prepared to meet 

with the youths’ vocational needs, the societal demands and expectations. 

They should also provide appropriate, current and required occupational 

information guideline to the youths. 

Odeleye (2012) also decried that vocational education in Nigeria has had a 

record in helping the youths to meet up  with the employers demands. The 
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researcher/author aligned this to shortage of skill on the part of the students, 

lack of flexibility to the changing technologies which has made this education 

to have unattractive investment option. These might be the reasons which 

made Salami 1999 cited in Ako, Obinna & Ezekiel (2019) to posit that it has 

become more difficult for Nigerian youths to receive education that will be 

relevant to the employment market. Kazah (2015) & Ogbasomu (2015) 

emphasized that absence of meaningful job made youths settled for mere 

obnoxious trades such as: child trafficking, prostitution and so forth. These 

youths are identified with distress, frustration which affect their mental health 

adversely, leading to suicide (Rist 1980 cited in Ako, Obinne & Ezekiel (2019) 

and Jahoda (2012). 

Odeleye therefore suggested that with the dismal failure of the 

technical/vocational educational programme, if the schools want to empower 

the youths, that the government should introduce into the institutions, Private 

Partnership (PPP). This according to the researchers will re-engineer the 

component of the educational revival Nigeria is pursuing, bringing in the 

pragmatic operating styles of the private sector into public educational sector. 

This will not only revive the technical /vocational education programme in the 

educational system but will also bring in optimal benefits to the students and 

the society at large. 

Adebayo (2019) maintained that for youths to be empowered through 

vocational counseling education, schools  leaders must introduce some agro-

allied businesses and investment ventures into the school curriculum. He also 

maintained that youths in this 21st century must be made to have the 

knowledge of financial freedom in order to be empowered to be financial 

independent to contribute to the country’s economic and national 

development. He opined that youths should be trained to have the knowledge 

and to add to their vocation list: entrepreneurial livestock production which 

they can rear: poultry, rabbit, snail, fish etc. They should according to Adebayo 

have the knowledge of animal husbandry, to rear: goat, sheep, cattle, ram and 

dog. Adebayo also posited that youths should involve in food and cash crop 

farming to plant: maize, beans, rice, millet guinea corn, yam, potato, cocoa, 

cashew, mango, kola-nut, cotton etc. They can go into vegetable farming to 
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plant: tomato, pepper, vegetables etc. More-so, they can have the knowledge 

of food storage and processing on how to store agricultural products during 

the season they are available and are cheap and market them when they are 

scarce. They could also learn palm oil production, vegetable, yam, potato and 

plantain chips etc. production. This can guarantee them to make some money, 

apply techniques of financial freedom and be empowered financially. 

Financial freedom according to Adebayo (2018) is to help individuals acquire 

the knowledge of independent agro-allied business investment and any other 

choice career. The techniques to obtain financial freedom are to: set the goal 

by writing down ones planned intentions and aspirations, specify what you 

need to do within a short period of time not more than one year to meet up 

with the set specific goal. Save ten percent of your income on monthly basis no 

matter how small the income may be, live a debt free life, live within or below 

your income, so that you would have sufficient reserve for saving. Gradually 

increase your saving until it reaches forty percent of your monthly income. This 

would enable you to reach financial freedom goal faster than imagined. Turn 

your saving into investment, it is impossible to invest without saving. Do not 

eat or lend out of your investment money. To Adebayo, this knowledge will 

help the youths to be empowered financially, be independent, relevant in the 

society and to be able to acquire the knowledge to train people thereby 

contributing to national development.  

 

Statement of the Problem 

There is need to reform vocational counseling education to meet up with the 

educational, economic, national and the general developmental challenges in 

the society. There is need for education to produce quality manpower with 

quality skill required in the world market. Hence the youths need to be properly 

trained in vocational counseling to be empowered with professional 

knowledge on the subjects of different careers, have right vocational interest 

concerning the world of  work , choose the right vocation, have positive 

attitude towards work and life generally. The knowledge of their working skills, 

talents, abilities and how to develop best life skills will enable them to function 

at their best on their choice jobs. Introducing them to financial freedom will 
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empower them to be independent, relevant to their family, society, contribute 

to economic and national, development. This can avert some of the 

developmental challenges facing the country. 

The crux of the matter is for the school leaders to be able to reposition 

vocational counseling education to incorporate all the exigencies which will 

help the youths to  be fit for the job market, be financially independent and 

meet up with the challenges of national development. This has motivated the 

researchers to carry out the research to examine whether the school leaders 

have been able to reposition vocational counseling education for youths’ 

empowerment for the job market, attain financial freedom and engage in 

national development. 

 

Research Purpose 

The purpose of the present study is to examine the repositioning of vocational 

counseling education by school leaders for youths’ empowerment for the job 

market financial freedom and national development in secondary schools in 

Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), Abuja Nigeria. Specifically, the 

researchers want to: 

1. Examine whether vocational counseling have been repositioned by the 

school leaders for youths’ empowerment for job market and national 

development.  

2. Investigate whether vocational counseling have been repositioned b the 

school leaders for youths’ empowerment for financial freedom and 

national development.  

 

Research Questions 

Two research questions were set to guide the study , these include: 

1. Is vocational counseling repositioned by the school leaders for youths’ 

empowerment for the job market and national development? 

2. Is vocational counseling repositioned by the school leaders for youths’ 

empowerment for financial freedom and national development? 

Methodology 
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The researchers applied survey research design for the study. Two research 

questions were raised for the study. The population of the study was twenty- 

one (21) principals from senior secondary schools in Abuja Municipal Area 

Council (AMAC ERC of 2012). The twenty- one principals were sampled through 

purposive sampling technique for the study (Nakpodia 2010). The 

questionnaire used for the study was “Repositioning Vocational Counseling 

Education for Youths Empowerment “(RVCEYE)”. The instrument was 

validated by experts in Guidance and Counseling Department, University of 

Abuja, Abuja, Nigeria. The reliability of the questionnaire was carried out 

through pilot study. Test-retest method was used, data was collated from the 

instrument for analysis. Crombach alpha statistics was used for data analysis 

and the index score of 0.75 was obtained. The mean statistics was used to 

analyse the research questions. The mean score of 2.50 and above were 

adjudged agreed whereas the mean score of 2.49 and below were adjudged 

disagreed. The sectional mean score of 2.50 and above and 2.49 and below 

created the basis to accept or reject the research questions respectively.  

 

Data Analysis 

Research Question One: Is vocational counseling repositioned by the school 

leaders for youths’ empowerment for the job market and national 

development? 

 

Table 1: Repositioning Vocational Counseling for Youths’ Empowerment for 

the Job Market and National Development 

N=21 

S/N Items on Repositioning vocational counseling for 

youths’ empowerment for the job market and national 

development 

SA A D SD �̅� Decision 

 You have repositioned vocational counseling education 

for youths’ empowerment for job market and national 

development, by making vocational counselling 

education to: 

      

1 Have extensive curriculum content that include all 

needed standard subjects. 
7 6 2 6 2.33 Disagreed 
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2 Help students acquire wider knowledge and 

information of various occupations and their 

requirements. 

3 3 6 9 1.75 Disagreed 

3 Help students to be able to choose future vocation 

according to their ability and interest. 
5 2 4 10 1.83 Disagreed 

4 Have knowledge on subject combination for their 

choice career. 
4 3 8 6 1.96 Disagreed 

5 Apply behavioural modification therapy to mould 

students’ behavior toward work and relationships. 
5 2 7 7 1.95 Disagreed 

6 Help students acquire technical and life skills for job 

and national development  
6 5 9 1 2.42 Disagreed 

7 Make the curriculum flexible to incorporate the 

changes in technology. 
3 6 5 7 1.96 Disagreed 

8 Enrich the curriculum to help the students to meet up 

with the employment market. 
4 3 8 6 1.95 Disagreed 

9 Partner with private institutions to imbibe their 

pragmatic operating styles that will revive vocational 

education.  

4 4 7 6 2.00 Disagreed 

10 Introduce into the school curriculum agro-allied 

businesses and investment ventures. 
3 5 11 2 2.13 Disagreed 

 Sectional Mean     2.03 Rejected 

 
From the table one, all the respondents disagreed with the mean scores of 2.33, 
1.75, 1.83, 1.96, 1.95, 2.24, 1.96, 1.95, 2.00 and 2.13 respectively that they have 
repositioned vocational counseling education to: have extensive curriculum 
content that include all needed standard subjects, help students acquire wider 
knowledge and information of various occupations and their requirements, 
help students to be able to  choose future vocation according to their ability 
and interest, apply behavioural modification therapy to mould students 
behavior toward work and  relationships, help students acquire technical and 
life skills for job and national development, make the curriculum flexible to 
incorporate the  changes in technology, enrich the curriculum to help the 
students to meet up with the employment market, partner with private 
institutions to imbibe their pragmatic operating styles that will revive 
vocational education and introduce into the school curriculum agro-allied 
businesses and investment ventures. All the respondents rejected that 
vocational counseling has been repositioned for youths’ empowerment for the 
job market and national development with the sectional mean score of 2.03 
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Research Question Two: Is vocational counseling repositioned for youths’ 
empowerment for financial freedom and national development? 
 
Table 2: Repositioning Vocational Counseling for Youths’ Empowerment for 
Financial Freedom and National Development  
N=21 

S/N Items on Repositioning Vocational Counseling  

Youth Empowerment for Financial Freedom 

SA A D SD �̅� Decision 

 Vocational counseling education have been re-

positioned by you to help students/youths to 

learn how to: 

      

1 Be involved in agro-allied businesses and 

investment ventures. 
6 5 3 7 2.17 Disagreed 

2 Set goal to be financially free. 4 6 5 6 2.08 Disagreed 

3 Save ten percent (10%) of their income on 

monthly basis no matter how small their income 

may be. 

3 5 4 9 1.83 Disagreed 

4 Live a debt free life. 5 2 6 8 1.92 Disagreed 

5 Live within or below their income to have 

sufficient money for saving. 
4 5 5 7 2.00 Disagreed 

6 Continually increase their monthly saving. 4 7 6 4 2.21 Disagreed 

7 Turn their saving to investment. 5 4 7 5 2.13 Disagreed 

8 Do not eat, nor lend out of their investment 

money. 
2 5 6 8 1.79 Disagreed 

9 Be disciplined not to squander their investment 

capital. 
3 5 6 7 1.92 Disagreed 

10 Be empowered to be financially independent 

and contribute to national development. 
4 6 5 6 2.08 Disagreed 

 Sectional Mean     2.01 Rejected  

 
In table 2, the respondents disagreed with the mean scores of 2.17, 2.08, 1.83, 
1.92, 2.00, 2.21, 2.13, 1.79, 1.92 and 2.08 respectively that vocational counseling 
education have been repositioned by them to help students/youths to learn 
how to: be involved in agro-allied businesses and investment ventures, set goal 
to be financially free, save ten percent (10%) of their income on monthly basis 
no matter how small their income may be, live a debt free life, live within or 
below their income to have sufficient for saving, continually increase their 
monthly saving, turn their saving to investment, do not eat nor lend out of their 
investment money, be disciplined not to squander their investment capital and 
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be empowered to be financially independent for national development. All the 
respondents rejected that vocational counseling has been repositioned by 
school leaders for youths’ empowerment for financial freedom and national 
development. 
 
Discussion of Findings 
The findings of the research study proved that vocational counselling was not 
repositioned by the school leaders for youths’ empowerment for the job 
market, financial freedom and for national development. Odeleye (2012) with 
the understanding that vocational education has not been repositioned 
advised the school leaders that education should be repositioned to build 
visionary leadership, restore positive values and excised negative ones in the 
lives of Nigerians. The researcher also posited that guidance and counselling 
education should be entrenched at every level of education starting from basic 
school so that students can benefit from it, for empowerment for future 
lucrative jobs. Obinna & Ezekiel (2019) posited that lack of reforming career or 
vocational education has made it difficult for Nigeria youths to obtain 
education that will be relevant for them in the empowerment market. Kazah 
(2015) maintained that to avoid youths settling on obnoxious trades such as: 
child trafficking, prostitution etc. the school leaders should help the youths to 
be engaged in reformed quality career education that will empower them for 
the labour market for national development. 
The fact that the school heads did not reposition vocational education into 
secondary education has prompted Adebayo (2019) to emphasize that these 
leaders should reposition this laudable subject by introducing agro-allied 
businesses and investment ventures into the school curriculum to be taught 
under vocational education. To the author, this will help the youths to utilize 
the training to be empowered financially to obtain financial freedom.     
 
Conclusion  
The findings of the study prompted the researchers to conclude that 
vocational counselling was not repositioned in secondary schools by the 
leaders for youths’ empowerment for labour market, attain financial freedom 
for national development.  
 
Recommendations 
The researchers, based on the findings of the study recommended that both 
the state and the federal governments should financially support the school 
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leaders to reposition vocational education in secondary schools in Abuja 
Municipal Area Council, FCT. This will upgrade education, the youths who 
receives the education will be well equipped and empowered for the labour 
market , obtain financial freedom with the consciousness of developing the 
nation.  
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