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Introduction 

o country will ever have claimed to have been 

poverty free nation, neither the developed nor 

the developing country because poverty has 

been a global phenomenon, it has causes a lot of 

damages to people lives in every country. Even though, 

poverty is a global phenomenon and have become a 

second worse disease that terrorize people. According 

to Benjamin (2018) poverty has negatively affected 

people in various levels at different times and phases of 

existence. Africa is one of the most stricken continent 

of poverty with it Sub-Saharan part (SSA) which has 

been characterize by severe deprivations, lacks of 

literate people, lack of healthcare, absent of good 

educational system, high maternal mortality and low 

life expectancy, which  Nigeria is not an exception. 

However, Sahara reporters (2019) asserts that, the level 

and magnitude of poverty in Nigeria is shocking and 

oppressive despite the number 6th largest crude oil  
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exporter in the world and vast natural resources the country is endowed with. 

In the same vain, Shuaibu, Kuperan & Suhaimi (2019) further said, more than 

half of Nigerians are paradoxically wallowing in excruciating poverty and half 

of those classified as poor live in absolute poverty. As the result of poverty, 

Nigeria has attained an undesirable status as one of the poorest country in the 

world (Anyanwu, 2017). This has prompted the Nigeria government and non-

governmental organisations (NGOs) to quest for different strategies and 

schemes with the intention of “evicting” or ‘reducing’ the factors that 

increases poverty in the country. However, some of the programmes 

introduced by the present administration to reduce the menace ‘poverty’ 

includes; Trader Moni, Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT), N. Power, National 

Home-Grown School Feeding Programme (NHGSFP), Covid 19 incentive and so 

forth.   

In Nigeria, agricultural sector provides a livelihood for about 90 percent of the 

rural population and employs approximately two-thirds of the country’s total 

means of fostering rural development, Inadequate access to education, 

health, sanitation and water services) and challenges faced by the farmers 

(inadequate fund and inputs support, high bureaucracy of donor agencies, 

untimely delivery of inputs and Poor implementation of agricultural 

program as well as displacement of farmers by insurgency).  The study 

observed some schemes implemented by the government as a way forward 

such as: National Fadama Development Programme (FADAMA III), Nigeria 

Agricultural and Cooperative Bank (NACB), The 7th Point Agenda (7PG), N-

Power, Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT), National Home-Grown School 

Feeding Programme (NHGSFP) and Trader Moni. The study used secondary 

data from publications, books, and papers. The Basic need theory was used 

to justify the best way of channeling resources on how to reduce poverty 

from the poor people and some recommendation were made by the study. 

 

Keywards: Poverty, Farmers’, Challenges, Way forward, Results.   



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
FEB., 2023 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJFRMS 
 

FINANCIAL RESEARCH & MGT. SCIENCE VOL. 12 

49 ISSN: 2773-1040 

labour force Pius (2015). Thus any policy measure aimed at reducing poverty in 

Nigeria must take agriculture and rural development more seriously Solomon 

(2020).  The main objective is to reduce rural poverty by half and promote rural 

economy. Meanwhile, farmers are faced with a lot of challenges that prompted 

them to be victim of poverty more especially the rural farmers. In Nigeria, 

designed agricultural programs that are mainly for poverty reduction are 

always end up in failure though with little achievement. The typical example of 

agricultural program is National Fadama Development Program (NFDP). The 

program were implemented in three phases, Fadama I, II III and Fadama 111 

Additional Financing (AF) which was mainly funded by the World Bank, Federal 

and the benefiting state Madukwe and Anugwa (2020).  The program was 

established with the aims to sustainably increase the incomes of fadama users 

and to reduce poverty in the lives of rural farmers and to increase food security 

to the nation. However, to sustain the increase of incomes of fadama resource 

users by directly delivering resources to the beneficiary rural communities, 

efficiently and effectively, and empowering them to collectively decide on how 

resources are allocated and managed for their livelihood activities and to 

participate in the design and execution of their sub projects were also the 

hoped of the project (National Fadama Coordination Office, 2017). However, 

the program has experienced lack of involvement of project clients in project 

planning, inadequate project design and implementation, limited to crop 

production (NFDP, 2004). Furthermore, low implementation and monitoring 

activities were found, lack of technical assistance from the government were 

found, maintenance of public infrastructure were another challenge NFCO. 

(2015). In addition, disbursement of funds from the African Development Bank 

(ADB) were late, credit availability were also insufficient (Agwu & Abah, 2009). 

In the same vein, insincerity of purpose by the government and its official’s 

corruption, embezzlement of the resources meant for the implementation of 

the programmes, lack of transparency and lack of coordination of the efforts 

of all the parties that contributed to the project in alleviating poverty in Nigeria. 

Olatunji, (2018). More to the above challenges, Aghenero, (2020) accomplished 

that, inadequate funds, inadequate inputs support, high bureaucracy of donor 
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agencies, untimely delivery of inputs and inadequate storage facilities 

provision were some of the serious constraints faced by farmers in Nigeria. 

Therefore, with the above failure, one may ask, what the impacts is or to what 

extent did fadama program reduces poverty in the country since it was 

designed with the aim of reducing poverty. Therefore, this could be found if 

the impact or the extent of fadama program that were designed with the 

purpose of reducing poverty has been examined within the country.  

 

Literature Review 

Concept of poverty 

Poverty has been viewed in different ways, perspectives, conditions and 

environments by different people. Therefore, the term poverty has no 

universal and acceptable definition. However, Shuaibu et al., (2019) viewed 

poverty as a multi-faceted concept with definition that could be specifically 

culturally and geographically, particularly depending on the society we are 

dealing with. The poverty situation in Nigeria is worrisome and annoying. What 

is much more disturbing is the fact that over 70% of Nigerians are identified as 

poor and half of those classified as poor live in absolute poverty. Despite the 

fact that, the country is one of the largest world oil producers with a population 

of over 180 million (National Population Commission, 2016). Mustapha (2014) 

viewed poverty as the ‘absence of basic needs, loss of human dignity or 

unimaginable human suffering’. Poverty is also related to having no or little 

access to basic needs of a human being. Poverty problem in Nigeria is further 

compounded by poor and dilapidated infrastructures and mass illiteracy in 

addition to low access to formal financial services, loss of human dignity, 

prestige and so forth. 

 

Conceptual Model 

The conceptual model was adopted from Lumley (2021). And further adapted 

to fit into the study area. The Conceptual model is a diagrammatic 

representation of the relationship between the independent and dependent 

variables and their outcomes, and it rest upon theory of need which is related 

to Conceptual Assessment of Farmers’ Poverty Level. 
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Types of poverty: 

Poverty types are viewed by the United Nation Development (UND 2017) as 

follows:  

Absolute poverty:  It is usually long-term in nature. This type of poverty can 

easily identify from people that are unable to provide basic needs such as food, 

clean water, health and housing. This type of poverty can easily be found in 

underdeveloped/developing countries especially Africa and  Latin America  and 

is not easily found in the developed world especially Europe’s. This kind of 

situation is attributed to extreme and chronic lack of basic needs.  

Relative poverty: People in this category have superior access to services and 

amenities over others. This is the inability on the part of certain section of the 

society to satisfy their basic needs and others. A clear example of this type of 
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poverty is a family can be considered poor if it cannot afford to buy presents 

for children at Christmas or Sallah, cannot afford vacation or cannot send its 

children to university, college or polytechnic. The magnitude and level of 

poverty in this category is not severe as that of absolute poverty.  

Situational poverty (transitory): It’s an unforeseen and unfortunate event. 

People and families tend to find themselves into this category of poverty due 

to some adversities as drought, flood, earthquakes, hurricanes or serious 

illness. Sometimes, people get out of this type of situation if they are given a 

bit of assistance by their relatives, government and friends 

 

Causes of Poverty: 

Despite the numerous cause of poverty in the lives of people, Olatunji, (2018), 

outlined some of the causes as follows:  

Inadequate access to employment opportunities for the poor: Little growth of 

economic activities causes unemployment and under-employment 

opportunities, particularly in underdeveloped and developing countries. This 

has been the cause of abject poverty in the lives of many individuals in under-

developed and developing nations. This is because many of them mostly 

depend on the goods and services provided by the developed nations without 

having to make effective use of these products. Absent or little capacity and 

ability to produce is found in developing nations even if they have the capacity 

and ability to produce but they don’t. This type of nations are widely known 

and described as consumers of what they don’t produce. Nigeria is a typical 

example.  

Inadequate access to the means of fostering rural development in poor 

regions: Due to the constant neglect from the government, more than half of 

the people living in rural regions are in the condition of poverty. The basis of 

poverty in these regions is because they are popularly known as ‘villages' in the 

Nigerian context and have been condemned by many Nigerians as areas that 

are far from being reached and as a result, many of them are into rural urban 

drift and making room for over population in the urban centres.  

Inadequate access to education, health, sanitation and water services is also 

a major problem for the poor in the society: Social amenities are education, 
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health services, safe water, security and so forth and government has partially 

or totally neglected rural areas in Nigeria for enjoying these facilities. In 

addition, the poor are being left out in terms of designing developmental 

programmes of the country. As a result, this has been the basis for the advents 

of many insurgencies in Nigeria such as Boko Haram insurgency, Niger Delta 

militancy, kidnappers, Fulani herdsmen killings, Biafra conflict, and so forth. 

 

Challenges of farmers: 

Agriculture is the backbone of Nigeria’s economy, despite being a leading 

producer of oil in the African region. NBS (2015) asserts at how paramount 

agriculture sector is, Nigeria government is expected to provide farm 

implements to farmers as well as guarantee access to loan facilities, equitable 

disbursement of funds, fertilizer, herbicide and insecticide and so forth in an 

affordable prize. This will burst the sector to efficiently produce crops and 

other agricultural products for better economy growth. However, Apata & 

Saliu (2015) opined that, farmers are faced with numerous challenges leading 

to the backwardness of the sector. Apata & Saliu further expatiates that, 

farmers in Fadama program has suffered a lot due to the neglect from 

government to provide them with commodity processing, storage facilities 

and marketing, preservation and conservation and rural infrastructure to 

ensure the efficient evacuation of farm output to markets. Furthermore, 

Oghenero (2020) stated some constraints that fadama III encountered as 

follows’:  

• The inadequate fund was identified as a serious constraint. Inadequate 

funds affect farmers in various agricultural ventures.  

• Inadequate input support.  

• High bureaucracy of donor agencies.  

• Untimely delivery of inputs and 

• Poor implementation of agricultural program Enoch, (2018). 

 

Afeez & Choga (2020) accomplished that, Boko Haram insurgency, kidnappers 

and banditry that has Couse displacement of many families and lack of good 

governance has contributed to challenges faced by farmers in the country.  
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The way forward   

The federal government had established so many agricultural programme in 

the past with the sole aim of eradicating or alleviating farmers’ poverty level in 

the country, however, these various programmes have proven to be 

unsuccessful. Therefore, Shuaibu et al., (2019) viewed that ‘any means or 

measure(s) taken by individual or group of individual and governments at 

various levels as well as nongovernmental organizations (local or international) 

for eradication or reducing the menace of poverty in a society or country is 

known as poverty alleviation (PA)’. Therefore, government has come with 

different policies in order to reduce poverty such as:  

Nigeria Agricultural and Cooperative Bank (NACB): this programme was also 

introduced during General Yakubu Gowon regime in 1972 with the aim of 

financing of famers and agricultural. Due to poor loan recovery and managerial 

problems brought the failure of the programme and absent of board of 

directors and substantive managing directors contributed the failure. (Martha 

et al 2020).  

The 7th Point Agenda (7PG): This programme was established in 2007 by late 
President Umaru Musa Yar’ Adua. The main objectives of this policy was on 
power and energy, food security and agriculture, wealth creation and 
employment, mass transportation, land reform, security and qualitative and 
functional education (Martha et al 2020). ‘The common future, which energizes 
development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their own needs was the best concerned 
of 7PG. It was a laudable programme that aimed to transform people lives. 
N-Power: The Scheme was established by the current President Muhammadu 
Buhari government with the objective of empowering the unemployed youths. 
According to Ashafa & Sidiq, (2020), ‘the scheme has about three components 
which include, agriculture, health and teaching. To engage unemployed 
graduates in agricultural economy, health and teaching in schools with a 
monthly pay of thirty thousand (N30, 000:00K) naira only is what the scheme 
meant.  
 

Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) 

This scheme was also set up by the current president Muhammadu Buhari and 

it’s a payment of 5,000naira monthly stipends to the most vulnerable and 
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poorest Nigerians under Social Investment Scheme targeted at supporting one 

million of the most vulnerable citizens. The initial payment commenced in nine 

states of the federation: Borno, Kwara, Bauchi, Cross River, Niger, Kogi, Oyo, 

Ogun and Ekiti in January 2017. In 2016 budget, 500 billion Naira was allocated 

for the intervention programme with the aim of alleviating poverty Ashafa & 

Sidiq, (2020). 

 

National Home-Grown School Feeding Programme (NHGSFP)  

This is yet another social intervention programme of the government that was 

established by the current president Muhammadu Buhari which aimed at 

providing 1.14 million jobs opportunity across the country, with engagement of 

community women as cooks and to provide meals to school children in primary 

schools from basic 1-3. The scheme is also aimed at boosting food production 

and stimulate an investment worth N980 million, annually. The state 

governments are expected to provide meal for the pupils of basic 4-6 targeted 

at 5 million pupils while the federal government is targeted about 10 million 

primary school pupils. Ashafa & Sidiq (2020) further said, ‘Only Kaduna and 

Osun States are taking care of pupils of basic 4-6, while other states basically 

concentrated on the provisions made by the Federal government. I.e. basic 1-3 

only’.  

 

Trader Moni  

This scheme was launched in order to provide soft loans ranging from 10,000 

to 100,000 for artisan, traders, market women, enterprising youths and small-

scale farmers and agricultural workers nationwide. The loan tenure is 6 

months, to be paid weekly after two weeks grace period with 2.5% interest rate 

termed as administrative charges. It is often called Federal Government of 

Nigeria Soft Loan Scheme, but known by the populace as “tradermoni”. 

(Ashafa & Sidiq, 2020). 

 

Underpinning Theory of basic needs. 

The Basic Need Theory introduced by the international Labour Organisation in 

1976 is service directed in approach to plan for development. Hopkins and 
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Hoeven (1983) postulate that, materials needed for development are 

specifically targeted at poverty areas. The basic need theory is a model of 

development plan that proposes that development plan and effort should be 

directed specifically at the provision of essential amenities so as to benefit the 

poor in areas such as power supply, access roads, nutrition, agricultural sector, 

education, housing, water supply, health facility, and sanitary condition. 

According to Hopkins (1983) ‘’most of the poverty bettering programmes from 

the government to the communities do not get to the target people. 

Furthermore, basic need theory was pioneered by Paul Streeten in (1981) and 

the model proposes that development plan should be directed specifically at 

the provision of essential amenities, sanitary condition, access roads, nutrition, 

education, agriculture, housing, water supply and so forth. Similarly, principle 

holds that the most effective means of ensuring development in any 

community is to guarantee the provision of basic human need such as 

healthcare, housing, portable water, education, food nutrition, security, and so 

forth (Dlakwa 2004).                                               

The relevance of basic needs theory to the study is attached to the fact that 

the overriding objective of government is to reduce the level of poverty in the 

lives of it citizens by broadening the available opportunities to the poor and to 

ensure that every citizen access to basic needs of life. The overall goal is to 

improve living conditions for the poor. In summary, this theory laid more 

emphasizes that, resources should be channeled directly to the people in need 

for meeting their basic needs. By doing this, poverty will be reduced in the lives 

of the poor. 

 

Research Methodology: 

The study makes use of secondary data from publications, books and papers 

in addition to direct interactions and participant observation with respondents 

from the study area. According to   National Bureau of Statistics (NBS, 2015) 

reported, that two third of Nigerians are living in utter poverty. Therefore, this 

study sought to assess the factors behind the damning scourge of poverty in 

Nigeria and to proffer what could be done to address this menace.    
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Conclusion 

The paper discussed brief on the danger of poverty to farmers in Nigeria. 

Without doubt, we can see that several attempts were made by each program 

to identify its target group in order to reduce poverty in the lives of people. 

However, some problems were recorded from the various policies such as lack 

of continuity of programs, inadequate funds, untimely input distribution, and 

poor access to loan and some programs were abandoned before reaching their 

maturity. Moreover, considering the current poverty incidence in the country, 

one can conclude that poverty alleviation programs in Nigeria have not 

achieved much.  

 

Recommendation: 

Therefore, what need to be done to curtail the menace of poverty in the lives 

of people are as follows: 

1. It is the sole government responsibility to be more accountable to the 
general populace by operating and using systems that will be more 
transparent. 

2.  Reducing bureaucratic hindrances as well as having the political will 
that will help in formulating poverty-reducing scheme by the 
government.  

3. A clearly defined objectives for poverty alleviation programmes’ should 
be in place for     effective implementation of poverty alleviation 
programme.  

4. There should be a general enlightening on the scheme in which the 
targeted beneficiaries could be made to believe in it and at the same 
time appreciate its value.  

5. To ensure that allocated funds are judiciously used in order to avoid 
digression and other means of corruption for greater objectives 
achievement, then, control measures for effective monitoring and 
evaluation of the scheme should be put in place Shuaibu et al (2019). 
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