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INTRODUCTION 
he significance of impact assessment of proliferation of 

private secondary schools on quality education at all the 

levels learning institution, especially the private 

secondary education cannot be over emphases. However, 

assessment is defined as the process of investigating the status 

or standard of a learner’s achievement/attainment or the 

achievement of a group of learners, where group instruction 

prevails, with reference to expected outcomes which must 

have been specified as objectives (Anikweze, 2015). 

Assessment it is the practical application of measurement and 

just as all testing could be subsumed under assessment, so 

could all assessment be subsumed under measurement 

Anikweze as cited in (Galle, Agahu, & Paul, 2020). It involves 

collecting data with a view to making value judgment about the 

quality of a person, object, group or event (Galle, Sakks, & 

Aminu, 2018). Assessment practices provide the ways to 

measure individual and institutional success, and so can have a 

profound driving influence on systems they were designed to 

serve in private schools. 
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ABSTRACT 
The study 

investigated impact 

assessment of 

proliferation of 

private secondary 

schools on quality 

education in North-

East Geopolitical 

Zone of Nigeria. 

Two research 

questions and its 

cross ponding null 

hypotheses guided 

the study. A 

correctional 

research design 

was adopted and 

the population of 

the study 

compressed of all 

civil and public 

servants in North-

East Geopolitical 

Zone of Nigeria. 

The sample for the 

study comprised of 

600 civil and public  
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Private schools in general are proliferating in areas or in contexts where the government 

sector schools seem to not be providing a reasonable quality education. Where we see 

the proliferation, we see it as a great dysfunction of schooling sectors that are meant to 

be free at the point of entry. It is usually a venture operated by the public and private 

sectors, the Government constitute the public sector while individuals, group of persons, 

mission bodies and organizations constitutes the private sector. Schools that are run by 

the Government are called public schools while those not operated by Government are 

known as private secondary schools.  

Secondary school occupies a very strategic position in any nation’s educational system 

with its consumer and producer status (Adesina as cited in Oke, and Henetu,2018). In 

Nigeria, the broad goals of secondary education include the preparation of the individual 

for useful living within the society and for higher education (Federal Republic of Nigeria 

2014). Today, the management and ownership of secondary schools in Nigeria is a joint 

responsibility of both the public and private sectors.  Agboghoroma and Okose (2017) see 

private schools are classified as independent schools or non-state schools. They are not 

administered by local, state or national governments; thus, they retain the right to employ 

qualified Science Subjects teachers to handle the subject effectively and efficiently for the 

good of their students.  

servants across North Central States were randomly selected. A self- developed 

questionnaire was used as an instrument for data collection, was validated by experts 

which yielded 0.86 logical validity index and 0.83 reliability index. Data collected was 

analyzed using mean and standard deviation to answered the research questions 

while One-Way ANOVA was used to test null hypotheses at 0.05 level of significant 

and the results revealed that, there is a significant impact assessment of proliferation 

of private secondary schools on quality of education toward students’ performance in 

public certificate examinations has is a significant impact assessment of proliferation 

of private secondary schools on quality of education toward students’ performance in 

public certificate examinations and there is a significant impact assessment of 

proliferation of private secondary schools on quality of education toward male and 

female students’ performance in public certificate examinations. The study 

recommended that Ministry of Education should encourage and enforce the rules and 

regulations government to ensure proper private schools management. 

 
Keywords: Proliferation, private secondary schools, education, student performance, 

North-East Geopolitical Zone Nigeria. 
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Secondary education level has experienced a tremendous development over the past five 

decades in terms of number and enrolments. The grammar and comprehensive high 

schools gave way to the 6-year junior and senior secondary school system all over the 

country. The boost in enrolment has necessitated the establishment of new private 

schools in both rural and urban areas. School size has grown beyond elastic limit to the 

extent that some schools have more than 2000 students and more than 100 teachers with 

fewer qualified Science Subjects   teachers.   The school attendance shift system of 

morning and afternoon has given way to large compounds schools with several buildings. 

Inadequate provision of appropriate instructional materials particularly for the teaching 

and learning in various subjects   continues to militate against quality standards as 

expected of secondary schools to deliver. Currently, the 6-3-3-4 system of education has 

also been reviewed in such a way that junior secondary segment is now part of the UBE 

scheme.   

Several literatures related to the study under investigation were discussed such as Oke, 

and Henetu (2018) revealed that proliferation of private secondary schools contributed to 

better performance of students in public certificate examinations. Agbada (2012) revealed 

that private schools serving the poor in low-income countries discovered that higher 

achievement is attained in private unaided than in government schools. Children in private 

unaided schools usually perform better in terms of raw scores than children in public 

schools in mathematics and English subjects.  Abort (2011) revealed that students who 

attended private primary schools performed better in Mathematics and Science Subjects 

(junior secondary school) than those who attended public primary schools. Edward (2009) 

revealed that private schools were contributing significantly to educational development, 

and private schools have an edge over public schools and that academic performance in 

private schools is better than that of public schools. 

 

Statement of the Problem  

Proliferation of private secondary schools in Nasarawa State facing sequence of 

challenges which development contributed to the neglect suffered by public secondary 

schools. Most of the private schools are not within the reach of the low income earners 

since they charge very high and exploitative school fees. This negates the claim by private 

schools that their assistance has increased or improved accessibility to secondary 

education in the state. Private Secondary owners and operators have been accused of 

promoting and accentuating examination malpractices. Some of the private schools are 

used as special examination Centres where by students pay special amount so as to be 

assisted to pass their certificate examinations such as WAEC, NECO NABTECH in bright 

and flying colours. It is against this background, this study investigated proliferation of 

private secondary schools on education in North-East Geopolitical Zone of Nigeria, which 

comprises six States-Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, Taraba, and Yobe state. 
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Research Questions 

The following research questions were raised to guide the study 

1. What is the impact of proliferation of private secondary schools on students 

‘quality education?  

2. What is the impact of proliferation of private secondary schools on students’ 

performance in public certificate examinations? 

 

Research Hypotheses  

The following hypotheses were raised to guide the study:  

Ho1: There is no significant impact of proliferation of private secondary schools on 

students ‘quality education  

Ho2: There is no significant impact of proliferation of private secondary schools on 

students’ performance in public certificate examinations 

 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 

Research Design:  

A correctional research design was employed to guide this study. This is because it 

involves the collection of data within a short sperm of a time from a random sample of a 

targeted population  

Population and Sample: The population of study comprised all civil and public servants in 

Nasarawa State and 400 were used as a sample size. The respondents were selected 

through random sampling technique across the North-East Geopolitical Zone of Nigeria, 

which comprises six States-Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, Taraba, and Yobe state. 

Instrumentation: The instrument used for data collection was a questionnaire which was 

constructed by the researchers. The questionnaire is made up of two sections. Section A 

dealt with the bio-data of the respondents while section B is statement that revealed 

impact of proliferation of private schools anchored on   four points Likert scale ranging 

from Strong Agree to Strongly Disagree. This section has 10 respectively.  

Validity and Reliability of the Instrument: To determine the validity of the instrument, the 

draft copy was presented to experts in educational measurement and evaluation by 

checking for appropriateness and relevant of the items which yielded 0.79 validity index 

and 0.82 reliability index. Data collected was analyzed using mean and standard deviation 

to answered research questions while ANOVA was used to test the null hypotheses at 

0.05 level of significance and the results are presented in the table below.  

 

Results  

Research Question One: What is the impact of proliferation of private secondary schools 

on students’ quality education?  
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Table 1: Mean and Standard Deviation on Proliferation of Private Secondary Schools on 

Students Quality Education  

SN                 STATEMENTS Mean  Std 

Dev 

1 Establishment of many private secondary schools has not 

done much to make secondary schools accessible 

2.71 1.64 

2 Access to secondary education is made possible through 

proliferation of private schools. 

2.77 1.66 

3 Existence of many private secondary schools has created 

access to education.  

2.72 1.64 

4 The cost of secondary education is very cheap now due to 

proliferation of private schools 

2.82 1.67 

5 The cost of secondary education is very cheap now due to 

proliferation of private schools 

2.64 1.62 

Cluster 

Mean 

 2.73 1.65 

 

Table 1 shows means and standard deviations on impact of proliferation of private 

secondary schools on students’ quality education. Items ranging from 1-5 had a clustered 

mean of 2.73 and the standard deviation of 1.65 which is greater than 2.50 scale mean. 

That is 2.73 > 2.50. this implies that impact of proliferation of private secondary schools 

and its effects on students’ education is very high.  

 

Research Question Two: What is the impact of proliferation of private secondary schools 

on students’ performance in public certificate examinations in N? 

Table2: Shows Means and Standard Deviations on Impact of Proliferation of Private 

Secondary Schools  on Students’ Performance in Public Certificate Examinations  

SN                 STATEMENTS Mean  Std 

Dev 

6 Students’ academic performance in public certificate 

examination is enhanced with proliferation of private 

secondary schools.  

2.66 1.63 

7 Proliferation of private secondary schools has affected 

students’ academic performance positively in public 

certificate examination.  

2.73 1.65 

8 Academic performance of students in public certificate 

examination becomes worst due to proliferation of private 

secondary schools.   

2.72 1.64 
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9 Despite the proliferation of private secondary schools, the 

teachers are dedicated and thus improves students’ 

performance in public certificate examination.  

2.82 1.67 

10 Inspection of private secondary schools is not thorough 

because they are too many, hence, the students’ 

performance is poor in public certificate examination.  

2.64 1.62 

Cluster 

Mean 

 2.71 1.64 

Scale Mean 2.50 

 

Table 2 shows means and standard deviations on impact of proliferation of private 
secondary schools and its effects on students’ performance in public certificate 
examinations. Items ranging from 6-10 had a clustered mean of 2.71 and the standard 
deviation of 1.64 which is greater than 2.50 scale mean. That is 2.71 > 2.50. this implies that 
impact of proliferation of private secondary schools and its effects on students’ 
performance in public certificate examinations has high effects. 
Ho1: There is no significant impact of proliferation of private secondary schools on 

students’ quality education  

 

Table 3: Shows One-Way ANOVA for Significant Impact of Proliferation of Private 

Secondary Schools on Students Education 

 Sum of Squares Df Mean Square F Sig. 

Between Groups 38776.765 11 3525.160 329.472 .000 

Within Groups 4119.276 385 10.699   

Total 42896.040 396    

 

Table 3 shows results of One-Way ANOVA for the significant impact of proliferation of 

private secondary schools and its effects on students’ education. At 0.05, F-value 329.47, 

df 11-396, and P(Sig) .000. That is there is a significant impact of proliferation of private 

secondary schools on students’ quality education. 

Ho2: There is no significant impact of proliferation of private secondary schools on 

students’ performance in public certificate examinations? 

 

Table 4: Shows One-Way ANOVA for Significant Impact of Proliferation of Private 

Secondary Schools on Students Performance In Public Certificate Exams 

 Sum of Squares Df Mean Square F Sig. 

Between Groups 38776.765 11 3525.160 329.472 .000 

Within Groups 4119.276 385 10.699   

Total 42896.040 396    
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Table 4 shows results of One-Way ANOVA for the significant impact of proliferation of 

private secondary schools on students’ performance in public certificate examinations in 

the zones. At 0.05, F_value 329.47, df 11-396, and P(Sig) .000. That is there is a significant 

impact of proliferation of private secondary schools and on students’ quality education. 

 

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

The finding from Table 1 shows means and standard deviations on impact of proliferation 

of private secondary schools on students’ quality education in the zones. Items ranging 

from 1-5 had a clustered mean of 2.73 and the standard deviation of 1.65 which is greater 

than 2.50 scale mean. That is 2.73 > 2.50. this implies that impact of proliferation of private 

secondary schools on students’ quality education in the zones is very high. Drawing 

inference from null hypothesis in Table 3 shows results of One-Way ANOVA for the 

significant impact of proliferation of private secondary schools on students ’quality 

education in in the zones. At 0.05, F_value 329.47, df 11-396, and P(Sig) .000. That is there 

is a significant impact of proliferation of private secondary schools on students’ quality 

education in the zones. This finding is in agreement with that of Oke, and Henetu (2018) 

revealed that proliferation of private secondary schools contributed to better 

performance of students in public certificate examinations. Agbada (2012) revealed that 

private schools serving the poor in low-income countries discovered that higher 

achievement is attained in private unaided than in government schools. Children in private 

unaided schools usually perform better in terms of raw scores than children in public 

schools in mathematics and English subjects.   

Finally, Table 2 shows means and standard deviations on impact of proliferation of private 
secondary schools and its effects on students’ performance in public certificate 
examinations  in the zones. Items ranging from 6-10 had a clustered mean of 2.71 and the 
standard deviation of 1.64 which is greater than 2.50 scale mean. That is 2.71 > 2.50. this 
implies that impact of proliferation of private secondary schools and its effects on 
students’ performance in public certificate examinations in the zones has high effects. 
Drawing inference from null hypothesis in Table 4 shows results of One-Way ANOVA for 
the significant impact of proliferation of private secondary schools and its effects on 
students’ performance in public certificate examinations in the zones. At 0.05, F_value 
329.47, df 11-396, and P(Sig) .000. That is there is a significant impact of proliferation of 
private secondary schools and its effects on students’ education in the zones. This finding 
is in agreement with that of Abort (2011) revealed that students who attended private 
primary schools performed better in Mathematics and Science Subjects (at the junior 
secondary school) than those who attended public primary schools. Edward (2009) 
revealed that private schools were contributing significantly to educational development, 
and private schools have an edge over public schools and that academic performance in 
private schools is better than that of public schools. This result contradicts the opinion of 
Omede (2015) that stated that the establishment of private school creates access to 
people for education at any level in to country.  
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Conclusion   
On the basis of the findings of this study, it was concluded that the proliferation of private 
secondary schools has effects on education and students’ performance in public 
certificate examinations in Nasarawa State. Meanwhile, it has also been established that 
the proliferation of private secondary schools enhanced students’ performance in public 
certificate examination in North-East Geopolitical Zone of Nigeria.   
 
Recommendations  
The following are the recommendations:  
1. Ministry of Educations in conjunction with the local government should enforce the 

rules and regulations governing the establishment of private schools strictly.  
2. The private owners of secondary schools should see the establishment of their 

schools first of all as service to humanity by charging moderate fees for all and sundry 
to have access to quality education.  

3. Effective monitoring and inspection should be periodically carried out by the officials 
saddled with such responsibilities to enforce compliance to laid down rules and 
regulations.  
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