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INTRODUCTION 

efore the advent of Western education in Nigeria, a 

system of non-formal, Vocational and Technical 

Education and Training (VTET) existed in all the 

geographical areas that constituted the present day Nigeria 

(Mohammed, 2012).  Wood carving, fishing, drumming, 

weaving and blacksmithing among others were family 

vocations.  When Western education came, the quest for 

vocational and technical education became obvious.  That was 

why in 1952 between 8th and 12th September a conference was 

held in Cambridge with delegates from Africa out of which ten 

were from Nigeria. At the conference, two views emerged, one 

favoured by the African delegates who saw education as a 

vehicle for socio-economic change and called for rapid 

expansion.  The British delegates favoured the other view that 

called for controlled expansion of education particularly at the 

primary school level.  Going by the views of the African 

delegates, an alternative form of education must be put in 

place for the primary school leavers who would not be able to 

find places in civil service or the existing secondary schools.  

Therefore, vocational and technical education (VTE) was said 

to be the alternative form of education (one can see where the 

negative perception of VTE started) and the West African 

group echoed the need for VTE institutions in their colonies. 
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According to Nuffield Foundation report of 1953, the need for more technical education 

within the school system was generally admitted and this need can probably be met by 

the provision of secondary and technical schools, and the development of vocational 

schools in line with the existing trade centres.  The technical school, while providing a 

general education broadly comparable to that provided in the secondary schools, would 

pay more attention to appropriate science, mathematics and practical work in wood and 

metal and possibly to agriculture.  The vocational schools or trade centres, while not 

entirely neglecting general education would devote the greater part of their time to 

definite trade in building, engineering of all kinds, agriculture and commercial subjects.  

The Nuffield Foundation report reinforced the importance of VTE in the nation 

developmental process. 

From the views of African delegates, one can see the reason for VTE’s perception and by 

the public as an education for the less privileged, never-do-well, frustrated (etc) people. 

As a result of this public misconception, the meaning of VTE is yet to be understood by 

some sets of people.  According to Atsumbe, Emmanuel, Igwe and Atsumbe (2012), the 

assertion here, therefore, is that the confusion and problems encountered in vocational 

education in Nigeria today be it systematic, organizational, administrative, educational or 

otherwise, seem to emanate from the lack of understanding of the concept of vocational 

education and its purposes.  What is then vocational and technical education? 

 

Meaning of Vocational and Technical Education 

According to Federal Government of Nigeria (FGN, 2004) in the National Policy on 

Education (NPE) The expectation that vocational and technical education institutions 

and capabilities that affords the discipline essential role in the economic development 

of any nation: it also creates employment and reduces poverty. This paper identified 

vocational and technical education as a career that prepares one for the challenges of 

unemployment and that  vocational and technical education in no doubt has become 

a force in the education sector to be reckoned with.  The paper as well looks into the 

career opportunities in VTE, unemployment in Nigeria, politics and a number of 

strategies for repositioning VTE in Nigeria.  The paper therefore recommended that 

effort should be geared at all levels to reposition VTE in order to meet the demand for 

modern technological advancement in the world of work. 

 
Keywords:  Repositioning, Strategies, Unemployment, Vocational and Technical 

Education. 
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should provide trained manpower in applied science, technology and commerce and 

provide technical knowledge and vocation skills necessary for agriculture, industrial and 

economic development is sacrosanct.  The policy expected the institutions to lay a sound 

foundation for manipulative skills and reflective thinking.  Therefore, vocational and 

technical education is that part of the total experience of individual whereby he or she 

learns successfully for the purpose of gainful employment since it deals with the 

development of skills, knowledge, abilities, competencies, attitudes and capabilities that 

is required for success in any specific/useful occupation or career.  From this definition, 

one can deduce that VTE is an education that makes an individual self-reliant.  Also, the 

purpose of VTE is for individuals to make a living and to educate people in order to make 

life meaningful to them (Oyenuga, 2002).  Today, VTE is no more education for the 

progressives.  Who are the progressives?  They are individuals that have reflective 

thinking, initiative and are creative. 

 

Career Opportunities in VTE 

In the olden days, traditional crafts are wood carving, weaving, blacksmithing etc, when 

Western education came, they were categorized into vocational and technical subjects.   

Vocational and technical education focused on manipulative skills and reflective thinking.  

This reflected in the following areas of specialization in VTE. 

(a) Agricultural Education 

(b) Business Education 

(c) Creative Art 

(d) Home Economics Education 

(e) Technical Education 

 

Career opportunities in agricultural education include the following 

(a) Animal production such as rearing of goats, sheep, rabbits, grass-cutter, cattle, 

pigs, etc 

(b) Poultry such as fowls, ducks, turkeys etc. 

(c) Fisheries such as heterotis, clarias, goldfish, etc 

(d) Arable production such as beans, maize, rice, melon, yam, cassava, groundnuts, 

vegetables of various kinds etc. 

(e) Tree production such as coconut, pineapple, mango, pawpaw, orange, cashew, 

oil-palm, guava, plantain, banana etc. 

(f) Wild life such as bee rearing 

(g) Renewable such as snail rearing 

 

Career opportunities in business education include the following: 

(a)  Entrepreneurs 
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(b) Managers 

(c) Insurers 

(d) Bankers 

(e) Accountants 

(f) Marketers 

(g) Office Managers 

(h) Secretaries 

 

Career opportunities in creative art include the following: 

(a) Ceramics production 

(b) Painting  

(c) Graphics 

(d) Sculpture 

(e) Textile design 

 

Career opportunities in home economics education include the following: 

(a) Day care centre 

(b) Kiosk/canteen 

(c) Tie and dye/Batik production 

(d) Catering service 

(e) Boutique 

(f) Tailoring/fashion design. 

 

 

Career opportunities in technical education include the following: 

(a) Auto body repair 

(b) Metal spinner 

(c) Plumbing work 

(d) Sheet metal work 

(e) Structural steel work 

(f) Tool making 

(g) Welding 

(h) Vulcanizing 

(i) Battery repair 

(j) Auto-blacksmithing 

(k) Power/Engine repair 

(l) Gear repair 

(m) Brake repair 

(n) Auto-Electrical repair 
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(o) Furniture work 

(p) Carpentry work 

(q) Electrical repair 

(r) Electronics repair 

(s) Building work 

(t) Refrigeration and air conditioning repair 

(u) Plant/Generator maintenance and repair 

 

Unemployment in Nigeria 

The unemployment in Nigeria is on the increase and has become a menace to a potential 

graduates in Nigeria as it increases every day.  Also, developed countries like Britain, 

America etc are not left out.  For Nigeria situation, the reason is not far-fetched.  A good 

number of graduates are out scouting for white-collar job that are not readily available.  

According to Adesanya (2000), the inadequacy of white-collar jobs has brought about 

what we know as graduate unemployment because what was learnt in the school could 

not be put into practice, not to talk of using it to earn a living. 

The non-absorption of greater percentages of graduates into the labour market by both 

the government and private sector resulted in unemployment.  The problem of 

unemployment in Nigeria can also be linked to most parents since many of them prefer 

white-collar jobs for their children, instead of encouraging them to be employers of 

labour. Odunaike (2013), posited that the unemployment in Nigeria had greatly increased 

the poverty level of some graduates that do not have the opportunity to secure the 

government work.  Oyenuga (2014) equally noted that unemployment is a virus that must 

be cured.  If care is not taken, it can lead to what one can call “Unemployment Ebola”.  

This type of Ebola may not lead to death for many years but suffering in silence and when 

one suffers in silence, the person is as good as a living carcass. 

To this end, it is necessary to identify strategies that can be adopted to reposition 

vocational and technical education so that the unemployment menace can be a thing of 

the past. 

 

Politics and VTE  

One of the problems we have in Nigeria is that there is no continuity in governance and 

government policies.  When one government leaves, another government that takes over 

will want to go by the manifesto of his party, irrespective of the development made by 

the predecessor.  It is just unfortunate that politics is being played with VTE and that is 

why the discipline is having one step forward and several steps backward.  The attitudes 

of various governments in Nigeria both military and civilian to vocational and technical 

education over the years are nothing to write home about.  The area of attention in 
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Nigeria today is the crude oil not minding those that are giving their best in the exploration 

of the oil. 

Despite the great awareness created for the opportunities one can benefit in vocational 

and technical education, government’s attitude in creating enabling attention towards 

achieving the goals of vision 2030 on VTE is hanging.  Insurgency in the country has made 

the government not to be more focused on the effect of VTE on the economy. 

 

Strategies for Repositioning Vocational and Technical Education 

Vocational and technical education is an education that can play essential roles in 

promoting economic growth and as well contribute to the eradication of unemployment 

in Nigeria if given adequate attention.  For vocational and technical education to be 

repositioned, the following must be addressed: 

(a) There should be adequate public enlightenment through radio, television, 

newspapers, magazines, workshops and seminar as this will go a long way in 

educating the people on the noble career. 

(b) There should be adequate funding of VTE.  According to Mumah (2003) in 

Atsumbe et al (2012), the following were suggested as an alternative ways of 

funding VTE 

(i) Strengthening cooperation between VTE and enterprise 

(ii) Accessing the abundant donor funds locally and internationally 

(iii) Access funds from government agencies such as Exchange Traded Fund (ETF), 

PTDF, Industrial Trade Fund (ITF), etc 

(c) Embarking on policy reform opportunities such as Centralized approval of staffing 

requirement and programme funding approach. 

(d) A situation where unqualified personnel are made to head VTE establishment 

should be discouraged.  If not, this will result in mal-administration and total lack 

of technical know-how or management as this will hinder the growth of the 

institution.  That is, round peg should be put in round hole. 

(e) Board of vocational and technical education that will see to the problems of VTE 

programmmes in the technical colleges and also see to the welfare of VTE 

teachers should be put in place.   

(f) Inducing enterprises to develop training programme in relation to their internal 

needs.  In the United Kingdom, this approach has been adopted and implemented 

through Industrial Training Act (1994) and the Employment and Training Act 

(1973).  What institutions should always aim at should be broad based skilled 

programmes that have the less privileged or never-do-well students. 

(g) Entry requirement and certification of VTE programmes should be standardized 

without any unnecessary admission waiver. VTE is no more an education for the 

less privileged or never-do-well students. 
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(h) Accreditation of VTE programmes in our tertiary institutions of learning should be 

done with the fear of God for VTE to be repositioned.  A case where institutions 

will continue to window dress during accreditation and get full accreditation at 

the end of the day will see our institutions producing half-baked graduates. 

(i) Government and institutions should see to the proper monitoring of Students’ 

Work Industrial Experience Scheme (SIWES) exercise as this will go a long way in 

making sure that VTE programmes achieves its aim and purpose. 

(j) Equipping workshops/laboratories with necessary tools, equipment and machines 

will allow the students to be equipped with necessary skills needed in the world 

of work. 

(k) Teaching and learning environments should be made conducive. 

(l) Training and retraining of VTE manpower from time to time in order to meet the 

need of modern technology in the world today. 

(m) Workable policies and strategies for the implementation of VTE programmes 

should be in place. 

(n) Stringent measures should be made for proper and efficient execution of policies 

regarding VTE. 

(o) Alignment of VTE curricula to market demands in order to provide youths with 

sufficient skills necessary to access good jobs (Okolocha, 2012). 

 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

Vocational and technical education in no doubt has become a force in the education 

sector to be reckoned with. In the cause of orientation towards skill acquisition, 

knowledge, competence, abilities, attitudes, VTE capabilities makes it possible for the 

learners to play essential role in the economic development of any nation, create 

employment and reduce poverty.  VTE is seen as the root of the economic buoyancy that 

any nation should develop at each level of education.  That is, from primary to university 

level.    

Since VTE is now a force to be reckoned with in the education sector, Nigeria can be 

launched into the Industrial age.  Effort should be geared at all levels to reposition VTE 

with the suggestion made in this write-up in order to meet the demand for modern 

technological advancement in the world of work. 
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