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INTRODUCTION 
ational security is threatened worldwide and this 

scenario is making global citizens unrest. The Bureau 

of Statistics and Surveys (2022) revealed that more 

than 29,389 people were killed by terrorists worldwide in 2020, 

while sub-Saharan Africa accounts for 48% of the world's 

terrorist deaths. Due to the impact of global insecurity, the 

total number of undernourished people has increased to 768 

million in 2020, of which more than 282 million live in Africa, 418 

million in Asia and 60 million live in Latin America and the 

Caribbean (UN, 2020). Insecurity has become the norm in 

Nigeria, turning the country into an unstable homeland. More 

recently, conflicts between farmers and Fulani nomads have 

paralyzed economic activity in the north, south, and west, 

threatening the country's unity. In Nigeria, the abduction of 

innocent citizens due to a lack of moral self-determination 

among young people has left some lives unprotected. In the 

2020 Global Peace Index, Nigeria ranks among 163 independent 

countries, and No wonder it was ranked 143rd on Nigeria as one 

of Africa's top 10 failed states and 14th in the world due to its  
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precarious situation and prevalence of violence (Egwalusor, 2020).  Recognizing this fact, 

the federal government passed the Counter-Terrorism Act in 2011 to install computerized 

closed-circuit television (CCTV) cameras in parts of the country to enhance surveillance 

and investigations of crime-related crimes. Strengthen physical security measures 

nationwide aimed at deterring or thwarting potential attacks, strengthen security 

agencies through the provision of security facilities, and develop and distribute security 

advisories in the mass media (Egwalusor, 2020). Despite these commendable efforts, 

security in the country continues to deteriorate. Apparently, the Cable Index, the data and 

research arm of Cable (2022), reports that about 1,743 Nigerians were killed due to 

insecurity in the first quarter of 2022 (Ajibola, 2022). This means that Nigeria has become 

a lion's den for citizens and foreigners alike. 
Our attempt to find a solution to the scourge of anxiety from a linguistic perspective is 

based on the view that strategic communication and language planning play an important 

role in all human societies. , beyond traditional security forces to prevent and contain 

hostility and promote peace and tranquility in society so that all nations are truly safe in 

this 21st century, often called the Information Age or Jet Age is the fundamental driving 

force of the social interactions that are possible (Ogu & Oyerinde, 2014). Similarly, Malam 

Siraho Mukhtar Zubair, President of the Nigerian Institute of Public Relations (NIPR), said 

that strategic communication is an important tool to contain the rampant terrorism, riots, 

and other security challenges facing Nigeria(Ojie, Nnaa, Gbenegbara, & Kia, 2017). 

According to Otto and Ukpere (2012), strategic communication helps to understand and 

address the complex psychosocial structures and dynamics that underlie problems.  

strategic communication and national security. It was also shown that strategic 

communications are positively related to national security. This study confirms 

previous research claims that language planning and strategic communication are 

powerful tools to bring complete peace to a nation. Evidence also shows that strategic 

communication partially mediates between language programs and national security. 

This connotes that strategic communications pave the way for language planning to 

influence national security. Therefore, the Nigerian government should develop and 

implement policies and programs that can address the root causes of Nigeria's unrest 

through languages understood by all citizens. 

 
Keywords: Language planning, Strategic communication, National security, 

Politicians, Lawyers. 
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In addition to strategic communication, language planning is considered incontrovertible 

and its influence is unending when it comes to addressing societal interests. Language 

planning is considered the key to people's minds (Sapir, 1963). It activates human social 

functions as the most fundamental medium of communication in all social semiotic 

settings (Onifade, Imhonopi, & Urim, 2013). Language planning plays an important role in 

people's lives and societies, not only as mankind's most important asset, not only as a 

means of empowering societies seeking national growth but also as a tool that empowers 

people to cope with the challenges that surround them  (Uhunmwuangho, & Aluforo, 

2011).  Similarly, scholars, social researchers, scholars, security experts, and consultants 

have also identified language planning as an antidote to constant anxiety (Otto & Ukpere, 

2012). Former President Obasanjo has repeatedly said that all nations must renew the 

cultural and moral underpinnings of all their actions in order to maintain free and 

prosperous societies. In the study of languages, mass communicators have found that 

language planning has a profound effect on people in all societies because it helps them 

adapt to society and increases their chances of survival.  This means that strategic 

communication is the platform through which language planning can influence peace and 

tranquility. 

Previous studies have attempted to examine the impact of strategic communication and 

language planning on national security in both developed and emerging economies 

(Olarewaju, 2018). However, none of the available empirical studies has established the 

mediating effect of strategic communication on the relationship between language 

planning and national security. This current study intends to bridge the identified gap in 

literature by examining the mediating effect of strategic communication on the 

relationship between language planning and national security.  

 

Concept of National Security 

The concept of national security remains ambiguous as it evolved from a simple definition 

that emphasized freedom from military threat and political coercion. According to 

Babangida (2011), national security is the physical protection and defense of citizens, 

territorial integrity, and the promotion of economic well-being and prosperity of citizens 

in a secure environment conducive to the realization of national interests. National 

security objectively means no threat to acquired values and subjectively means no fear of 

attack on those values. Prabhakaran (2008) states that national security is the measurable 

measure of a state's ability to consistently meet multifaceted threats to the apparent well-

being of its people and its survival as a nation-state by balancing all means of the state 

assumed to be the state Extensible to policy through governance and global security 

through external variables. Otto and Ukpere (2012) argued that security means protection 

from hidden harmful obstacles in the pattern of daily life in the home, office, or 

community...of physical resources or of personal injury. National security, therefore, is 
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defined as the lasting protection and continued enhancement of a nation's overriding 

values and beliefs, its way of life, its governmental institutions, its unity as a nation and 

as a people, and its well-being and well-being. The state or state of being. In other words, 

national security is the security of the nation-state, including people, economies and 

institutions, and is seen as the responsibility of government (Umaru, Pate & Haruna, 

2015). 

Insecurity, therefore, is a state of fear or anxiety resulting from a lack of real or 

perceived protection. It refers to the lack or inadequacy of freedom from danger. This 

definition reflects physical anxiety, which is the most visible form of anxiety, and 

influences many other forms of anxiety, such as Economic and Social Security. According 

to Umana (2019), anxiety is defined as being unprotected from crime (being anxious) 

and not being free from psychological harm (being accepted and having opportunities 

and choices to satisfy oneself), unprotected from emotional distress caused by lack of 

certainty). Goals have the potential to include freedom from fear. Insecurity in Nigeria is 

characterized by a lack of institutional capacity, pervasive material inequality and 

injustice, ethno-religious conflicts, conflicts of perception between the people and the 

government, weak security systems, and loss of socio-cultural and community values 

(Ewetan & Ese, 2014). Umana (2019) explores elite manipulation of ethnic and religious 

differences, “die or die” politics, pervasive systemic and political corruption, struggles for 

resources, pervasive material inequality, unemployment and poverty, fragility weak 

security system, porous borders, and terrorism were key factors affecting unrest in 

Nigeria (CBN, 2012). 

 

Theoretical Framework 

The securitization theory is the underlying theory of this current study, the theory was 

developed by the Copenhagen School of Barry Buzan in 1990s, with the aim to checkmate 

insecurity by the policymakers, Politicians and community leaders through strategic 

communication, language planning and set standard moral values (Bamiduro & Aremu, 

2012). According to Watson (2008), securitization theory is the security is a (illocutionary) 

speech act, that solely by uttering ‘security’ something is being done. ‘It is by labelling 

something a security issue that it becomes one’ (Adebakin, 2012). By determining that the 

existence of a particular reference object is threatened, the securitization actor asserts its 

right to special measures to ensure the continued existence of the reference object. This 

theory states that leaders must be informed and able to recognize existential threats to 

prevent “everything” from becoming a security issue (Olarewaju, 2018). This theory 

explains Nigeria's security challenges. It suggests that security depends heavily on the 

availability of timely information, language planning, and the value placed on culture 

(Ogunsiji, 2013). According to Odebumi (2016), strategic communication helps to 

understand and address the complex psychosocial structures and dynamics that underlie 
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problems. Similarly, Eggins (2004) argues that language planning is important in people's 

lives and societies, not only as mankind's most important asset, but also as a tool to 

strengthen societies aimed at national growth. It empowers people to face the challenges 

that surround them. Similarly, Ozoigbo (2019)'s research confirms that culture has a 

significant impact on people in all societies, as it helps them adapt to society and increases 

their chances of survival. Eroukhmanoff (2018) also confirms that securitization theory 

encourages free agencies to carry out their duties with integrity. Similarly, Soludo (2018) 

argues that national security cannot be reduced to the navy without effective 

communication, and language planning. The theory argues that there is a linkage between 

strategic communication, language planning, and national security.  

 

Language Planning   

Language planning is a preliminary concept for planning conscious changes in language 

form or use. Both planning and language use are social practices, and language planning 

is usually considered a subfield of sociolinguistics. However, there are strong links 

between language plans and other types of plans (Odebumi, 2016). For example, in 

business and cultural areas, it gives language planning a strong interdisciplinary flavor. 

The language or policy gap is never far away (Olarewaju, 2018), and the complexity of 

language planning research in language planning is arguably inseparable. Language 

planning refers to political attempts to change the status of a language in some way or to 

develop new uses for it. This often involves states, governments, or other elite groups 

drafting laws to promote or ban languages, and implemented in a variety of ways. 

Alternatively, scholars and politicians create guides on how to use the language such as 

official dictionaries or grammar books (Ewetan & Ese, 2014). In sociolinguistics, language 

plans are divided into at least two types: status plans and corpus plans. The former 

involves changing the political perception of language. For example, making the language 

the official language of the country or banning it entirely. Different degrees of perception 

are possible, reflecting how language is used in society. While official languages are most 

likely to be protected by law, the linguistic rights of minority communities (groups of 

people who share a common speaking style) are likely to be more restricted. Corpus 

planning, on the other hand, involves changing the way we use language (Ewetan & Ese, 

2014). Perhaps through the development of written forms of language or the 

development of literature. 

Existing research establishes a relationship between language planning and national 

security. According to Egwalusor (2020), language programs play an important role in 

achieving sustainable national security around the world. Okeke (2012) argues that no 

country can acquire the knowledge, awareness, and intelligence necessary to strengthen 

its strategic security without language planning. It helps show how effective language can 

be used to enhance the management and resolution of already threatening situations that 
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affect interpersonal relationships. From the same perspective, Liddicoat (2008) affirms 

that language planning sustains social relationships known as interpersonal functions. 

This allows social groups to be demarcated, individuals to identify and interact with 

others, and to develop their own personalities. Language is therefore very important as it 

makes life easier and more meaningful. Language, when used properly, can do much 

more. Without language, human life would be chaotic (Olarevayu, 2018). According to 

Obadare (2020), there is a significant relationship between language planning and 

national security and development. The goal of all nations is a positive development, and 

in order to achieve it, there is a need to ensure maximum security, not only through 

military force but through something more sophisticated and powerful. This is an 

effective and proper use of language planning. In other words, the correct choice of 

words that do not evoke threats, fears, or dangers to human existence (Afe & Olusa, 

2012). Akanbi and Fakeye (2019) also confirm that effective and appropriate use of 

language planning enhances national security.  Hence, the following hypothesis is 

formulated: 

H1: Language planning is significantly associated with national security 

 

Strategic Communication as a Mediator 

Strategic communication is the deliberate use of communication by a society or country 
to ensure national security, identifies key concepts such as audience analysis, goal setting, 
and messaging strategy (Odebumi, 2016). The term strategy has been most frequently 
used in the context of management and decision-making authority. Strategic 
communications play an important role when it comes to national security issues around 
the world. This means that strategic communication is essential to solving an already 
tainted security challenge. Without the ability to communicate with each other, the cop 
doesn't know how to tactically respond to serious security her alerts (Akanbi & Fakeye, 
2019).  Obadare (2015) shows that strategic communication is a key factor in facilitating 
social relationships between people, especially those with different interests. The use of 
strategic communications by governments to protect their interests and citizens is 
therefore becoming a primary weapon of defense, and states, therefore, have a strategic 
focus on enhancing the security and resilience of their citizens. A communication 
framework needs to be developed. Olarewayu (2018) notes that strategic communication 
is the processing of national or societal information to influence citizens and positively 
change their behavior in order to influence citizens and ensure unity, cohesion and 
development, and dissemination. Previous research has linked strategic communication 
to language planning and national security. For example, Tasiu (2017) states that strategic 
communication is the platform that connects language planning and national security. In 
the same way, Williams (2017) found strategic communications to be a strong predictor 
of national security. A study by Thomas (2007) argues that strategic communication paves 
the way for language planning to influence national security. Similarly, Imran et al. (2012) 
repeatedly found strategic communication to be positively associated with language 
planning and national security. In another study, James (2007) argues that strategic 
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communication is a powerful tool to influence US national security. Frandsen and 
Johansen (2017) also confirm the importance of strategic communication in social 
settings. Because it stimulates and promotes love, understanding and development. 
According to Ayoola (2016), the importance of strategic communication in conflict 
situations is for parties to meet, interact, and discuss problems with each other in order 
to find viable solutions to their problems. In addition, Uwaezuoke (2016) found that 
strategic communications enable security agencies to plan operations before they arrive 
at the scene of violent incidents such as armed robbery, hostage-taking, bombings, and 
other forms of armed robbery. Ogbuleke and Erameh (2020) also show that strategic 
communication is a platform where language planning can help prevent violent conflict 
and promote peace and reconciliation and the Nigerian Armed Forces. This connotes that 
strategic communication has a positive association between language planning and 
national security. Based on the above empirical evidence, the following hypotheses are 
proposed 
H2: Strategic communication is positively associated with language planning 
H3: Strategic communication is positively associated with national security 
H4: Strategic communication mediates between language planning and national security 
 
Conceptual Model 
A thorough examination of theory and empirical research has revealed that language 
planning is directly related to national security, while strategic communication has direct 
relationship between language planning and national security, as shown in the conceptual 
model formulated (see figure 1).  
 

Independent variable                            Mediator                            Independent variable 

 
Figure 1: Conceptual Model 
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Methodology 
For this study, survey research was used because it gives us concrete figures about 
people's opinions and behaviours that we can use to make important decisions.  A 
purposive sampling technique was used to select one 50 Lawyers, 50 Politicians, 50 
Journalists, and 50 Lecturers totalling 200 participants in Osun State.  Data were collected 
from respondents using a structured questionnaire. Pearson Product Moment Correlation 
Coefficient (PPMCC) and Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) were used to perform data 
analysis using STATA version 15. 
 
Survey Instrument 
The instruments used for the study consists of language planning scale, strategic 
communication scale, and national security scale.  
Language Planning Scale: This scale was derived from a study by Egwalusor (2020),. 
The survey consists of 4 items. The scale was fixed on a 5-point Likert scale (1=strongly 
disagree to 5=strongly agree) for all study instruments. The internal consistency factor α 
of the scale was 0.891.    
Strategic communication Scale: This scale was developed and validated by Ogbuleke and 
Erameh (2020). The survey consists of 4 items. The scale was fixed on a 5-point Likert scale 
(1=strongly disagree to 5=strongly agree) for all study instruments. The scale's internal 
consistency factor α was 0.862. 
National Security Scale: This scale is based on the work of Obadare (2020). The survey 
consists of 4 items. The scale was fixed on a 5-point Likert scale (1=strongly disagree to 
5=strongly agree) for all study instruments. The scale's internal consistency factor α was 
0.875. 
 
Table 1:  Summary of Results of the Measurement Instruments Validation 

Language Planning  1 2 3 4 

LPQ1 .882    

LPQ2 .853    

LPQ3 .888    

LPQ4 .878    

LPQ5 .848    

LPQ6     

Strategic Communication     

SCQ1  .823   

SCQ2  .779   

SCQ3  .757   

SCQ4  .819   

SCQ5  .823   

National Security      

NSQ1   .708  

NSQ2   .821  

NSQ3   .764  

NSQ4   .818  
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NSQ5     

KMO = 0.822 
Bartlett's Test of Sphericity (X2) = 1213.087, 0.000. 
Total Variance Explained = 75.7% 

 
Results and Discussion  
Table 2: Relationship between variables 

Variable  1 2 3 

1. National Security 1.0000   

2. Language Planning 0.6408 1.0000  

3. Strategic Communication 0.6713 0.6460 1.0000 

 
Table 2 depicts the relationship between the language planning, strategic communication 
and national security. The results reveal that language planning (r = 0.6408; P< 0.05), 
strategic communication (r = 0.6408; P< 0.05) have a positive association with national 
security, while strategic communication (r = 0.6713; P< 0.05) also has a positive 
relationship with language planning. This connotes that effective language planning and 
strategic communication are the strong predictors of national security. This result aligns 
with Tasiu (2017) that strategic communication is the platform that connects language 
planning and national security. In the same way, Williams (2017) found strategic 
communications to be a strong predictor of national security. A study by Thomas (2007) 
argues that strategic communication paves the way for language planning to influence 
national security.  Furthermore, Olarevayu (2018) demonstrates that language is very 
important as it makes life easier and more meaningful. Language, when used properly, 
can do much more. Without language, human life would be chaotic. According to Obadare 
(2020), there is a significant relationship between language planning and national security 
and development.  The implication of this finding is that language planning and strategic 
communication are the tools that enhance national security and sustainable 
development. 
 
Table 3: Structure Equation Modelling (Without Mediator) 

Path    Coef. Std. Err. t-value P-value [95% Conf. Interval] Hypothesis 

 Direct effects  

SC <-LP .641 .060 10.57 0.000 .5223025 .7600673 H1:Confirmed 

NS <- SC .497 .081 6.10 0.000 .3378809 .657421 H2:Confirmed 

NS <-LP .397 .080 4.91 0.000 .2390413 .5561845 H3:Confirmed 

_cons .699 .552 1.27 0.205 -.3831014 1.781981  

 
Table 3 depicts the results of the Structural Equation Modelling of the independent 
variable (message planning), and National security (dependent variable). The results 
show that the coefficients of the model are .699, .397, and .497, for constant, strategic 
communication, (SC), language planning (LP), and national security (NS), respectively. 
The coefficients obtained from the structural equation model were substituted in the 
hypothesized model to get: NS = .699+.397SC+.497LP (i)  



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
FEB., 2023 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJERLS 

EDUCATIONAL RSEARCH & LIBRARY SCI. VOL. 12 

216 
ISSN: 1942-6754 

Equation 1 shows that a change in units of strategic communication (SC) resulted in a 
positive change of 39.7% in national security, and a unit change in language planning (LP), 
will lead to a 49.7% change in national security (see fig.2). This indicates that of the two 
explanatory variables, strategic communication and language planning are the more 
influential predictors of national security. The computed t- values and p-values are 1.270 
(p = .205), 10.57(p = .000), 6.10 (p = 0.000), and 4.91 (p =0.000) for constant, language 
planning, strategic communication, and national security respectively. This indicates that 
language has a positive and significant association with strategic communication, while 
strategic communication and language planning are independently influence national 
security.  This implies that strategic communication (SC) and language planning (LP) help 
the societies to face the challenges that surround them.  The study is in agreement with 
previous studies that language planning and strategic communication have a significant 
impact on people in all societies, as it helps them adapt to society and increases their 
chances of survival. For example, Eggins (2004) argues that language planning and 
strategic communication are important in people's lives and societies, not only as 
mankind's most important asset, but also as a tool to strengthen societies aimed at 
national growth. Similarly, Ozoigbo (2019)'s research confirms that language planning and 
strategic communication have a significant impact on national security. Similarly, Soludo 
(2018) argues that national security cannot be reduced to the navy without effective 
communication, and language planning. The theory argues that there is a linkage between 
strategic communication, language planning, and national security.  Therefore, H1, H2 and 
H3 are supported.  
 

 
Figure 1: Structure Equation Modelling (SEM) 
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Table 4: Structure Equation Modelling (With Mediator) 

Path    Coef. Std. Err. z-value P-value [95% Conf. Interval] 

 Indirect effects 

NS <- SC<- LP .319 .060 5.29 0.000 .2007878 .4373847 

 

Table 4 shows the mediating effect of strategic communication on the relationship 

between language planning and national security. Using standardized coefficients, an 

indirect beta value of 0.319 and a p-value of 0.000 indicate that strategic communication 

partially mediates between language planning and national security. According to Kenny 

and Baron (2003), a p-value of 0.000 for a mediating variable, implies partial mediation. A 

p-value of 0.000 indicates that strategic communication partially mediates language 

planning and national security. This study is in alignment with Tasiu (2017) that strategic 

communication is the platform that connects language planning and national security. In 

the same way, Williams (2017) found strategic communications to be a strong predictor 

of national security. A study by Thomas (2007) argues that strategic communication paves 

the way for language planning to influence national security. Hence, H4 is partially 

confirmed.  

 

Conclusion  

This study examines the mediating effect of strategic communication on the relationship 

between language planning and national security. The study incorporated data from 200 

participants, including lawyers, politicians, academics, and journalists, and Pearson 

Correlation and Structure Equation Modelling were used to analyze the data. Results 

show that language planning has important relevance for strategic communication and 

national security. It was also shown that strategic communications are positively related 

to national security. This study confirms previous research claims that language planning 

and strategic communication are powerful tools to bring complete peace to a nation. 

Evidence also shows that strategic communication partially mediates between language 

programs and national security. This means that strategic communications pave the way 

for language programs to influence national security. Therefore, the Nigerian government 

should develop and implement policies and programs that can address the root causes of 

Nigeria's unrest through a language understood by all citizens. 

 

Recommendations  

Based on the results and conclusions, the following recommendations are made: 

1. The Nigerian government must recognize the strategic importance of 

communications and language planning to national security. 

2. All indigenous Nigerian languages should be introduced as courses in training 

programs for all appropriate organizations and federal agencies within the 
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Nigerian power structure, such as DSS, Nigerian Police, Civil Defense, Nigerian 

Customs and Intelligence Community. It allows the exchange of sensitive 

information between non-English speaking people and government security 

officials about the activities of suspected terrorists, extremists and kidnappers in 

their communities. 

3. Nigerians, especially politicians, should avoid inflammatory and thoughtless 

speech that threatens national security. 

4. We need to strengthen the feedback mechanism and improve our communication 

skills. 

5. The government should seek to establish an oversight board to oversee the 

implementation of educational policies for all Nigerian languages teaching and 

learning in primary and secondary education. 
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