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INTRODUCTION 
 teacher has to make use of various kinds of methods, 

devices and techniques of teaching and suitable 

method for making his teaching meaningful, 

purposeful, interesting and effective. A good method of 

teaching can bring out good results even from a weak 

curriculum. On the other hand a bad method of teaching can 

make a mess of a good curriculum. Therefore, it can rightly be 

said that success or failure of teaching depends on its methods. 

The methods of teaching should be according to the needs and 

interest of learners. This paper examines the different types of 

teaching methods employed by social studies teachers to teach 

the subject, how effective they are, and there advantages and 

disadvantages. The paper uses relevant information from 

primary and secondary sources. The paper adopts descriptive 

approach and content analysis as its methodology. The paper 

answers the question, what methods can be used to 

disseminate information to students in social studies and what 

are the nuances of each of these methods?  
 

What is Teaching? 

Teaching is a process by which one interacts with another 

person with the intention of influencing the learning of that 
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person. It is the interplay between the teacher and the students. Teaching as a useful and 

practical art calls for intuition, creativity, improvisation and expressiveness. Teaching 

method is the general principles, pedagogy and management strategies used for 

classroom instruction. Teaching method is a systematic way in which a teacher uses to 

transfer or receive or share information. Teaching method is the process of imparting 

knowledge and skills which is used by a teacher in the classroom. Effective teaching of 

Social Studies involves the incorporation of a variety of techniques in the instructions 

given to students. The ultimate goal of teaching Social Studies is to ensure all students 

are successful without hindrances brought forth by their learning capacities. 

 

Characteristics of a Good Teaching Method 

(i) It should provide a group of related experiences and activities, arranged on an 

individual as well as group basis. 

(ii) It should give scope for the creative expression of the child’s individuality. 

(iii) It should arouse a large range of interest in the minds of the students. 

(iv) It should shift emphasis from verbalism and memorization to learning through 

powerful, concrete and relativistic situations. 

(v) It should train the students in the techniques of self-study and the methods of 

acquiring knowledge through personal effort or in tuition. 

(vi) It should stimulate the desire for further study and explorations. 

(vii) It should awaken an interest in the materials and techniques used by Social Studies 

teachers. 

 

Factors that Determine the Selection of a Teaching Method 

(i) The nature of the student 

(ii) The objectives of instruction 

(iii) The nature of the subject matter 

(iv) The classroom environment 

(v) The expertise of the teacher who adopts a method. 

 

Different Methods of Teaching Social Studies 

(1) Lecture Method 

This simply means teaching through lecture. The teacher explains the matter in simple 

and understandable manner. The method is particularly used in the secondary classes and 

above. This method can be used to motivate students, to clarify, to review and to expand 

contents. Lecture method is for imparting authentic, systematic and effective information 

about some events and trends. It gives the students training in listening; develops good 

audience habits, provides opportunities of correlating events and subjects and enables 

the linkage of previous knowledge with the new one. 
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Advantages of Lecture Method 

(i) A well prepared and well delivered lecture can make Social Studies interesting. 

(ii) Lecture method gives the teacher an opportunity to come into immediate contact with 

the students. 

(iii) Lecture method gives the students training in listening and taking rapid notes. 

(iv) Lecture method saves time and energy 

(v) Good lectures stimulate brighter students 

(vi) It facilitates rapport between the teacher and the students. 

(vii) It helps the implementation of others 

(viii) It is good for a large class size 

(ix) It can be used in the absence of instructional materials. 

(x) It can be used in the case of shortage of manpower. 

(xi) It is less expensive to use 

(xii) It is used to cover a large scope of the syllabus within a short period of time. 

 

Disadvantages of Lecture Method 

(i) It makes students inactive 

(ii) There is a very little scope for student activity 

(iii) It may include irrelevant material 

(iv) It discourages self-effort by the students. 

(v) Every teacher is not expert enough to deliver lecture 

(vi) Students lose opportunity to make self-study. 

(vii) Lecturing is against the principle of “learning by doing”. 

(viii) An average student may not be able to fix up their attention to a lecture of 40-45 

minutes. 

 

(2) Problem-Solving Method 

In this method, the student is required to solve a problem, making use of his previous 

knowledge. According to Dewey, the problem fixes the end of thought and the end 

controls the process of thinking. It involves the use of scientific approach to teaching-

learning process. It enables the student to become aware of the fact that there is an 

orderly procedure or stage in thinking and doing things. Possible problem areas in Social 

Studies that can be considered by the teacher include family problems, academic 

problem, socio-cultural problem sex problems, religious problem etc. 

 

Procedure for Problem Solving 

(i) Identify a problem 

(ii) State the problem clearly in simple language 

(iii) Suggest possible solutions to the problems 
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(iv) Discuss the suggested possible solutions 

(v) Accept reasonably suggestions. 

(vi) Determine the solution to the problem through reasonable suggestions. 

(vii) Re-state the original problem and solution. 

 

Criteria for Problem Solving 

(i) The problem should be intellectually challenging to students 

(ii) The problem should not be entirely unfamiliar to the students. Itshould be related to 

their previous experience. 

(iii) The problem should be related to a basic human activity 

(iv) The problem should have practical relevance 

(v) The problem should have the potential to create interest among in the specific 

problem in particular and problem solving in general 

(vi) The problem should be capable of several interpretation or solutions 

(vii) The problem should be stated in a language that is clearly understandable. 

 

Advantages of Problem Solving Method 
(i) It serves a preparation for adult life 
(ii) It develops the power for critical thinking 
(iii) It makes students active recipient of knowledge 
(iv) It develops values of tolerance and open mindedness 
(v) It helps for the easy assimilation of knowledge 
(vi) It helps to establish harmonious relations between teacher and students. 
 
Disadvantages of Problem Solving Method 

(i) This method will become monotonous if used too frequently 

(ii) The problem solving method can easily lead to the selection of trivial and untimely 

topics. 

(iii) This is appropriate for developing cognitive competencies, but not for bringing about 

affective changes. 

 

(3) Role Playing Method 

Role playing can be defined as an attempt to make a situation clear or to solve a problem 

by uncharged dramatization. Role playing is the dramatization of an event or a situation 

or a process. Role playing is dealing with problem through actions. The role is a patterned 

sequence of feeling, words and actions. 

 

Purpose of Role Playing 

(i) To motivate or launch units 

(ii) To culminate units 
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(iii) To change attitudes 

(iv) To teach values 

(v) To teach content having to do with human relationship 

(vi) To develop citizenship skill by showing both the successful and unsuccessful methods. 

 

(a) Conducting Role Playing 

i. Preparing for role playing 

ii. Selecting the players 

iii. Preparing the audience 

iv. Preparing the players. 

 

(b) Playing of the Roles 

i. Keep the role playing short 

ii. Let the students play it out 

iii. Do not evaluate the acting language 

iv. Do not allow evidence to interrupt 

 

(c) Following up the enactment 

i. Discussion 

ii. Re-enactment 

Advantages of Role Playing Method 

i. Develops deep understanding 

ii. It develops problem solving skills and attitudes 

iii. It explores subject matter in varied ways 

iv. It develops interpersonal communication 

v. It gives students the opportunity to express their thoughts and feelings 

vi. It helps to develop in the students’ cooperative attitude and the desirable social 

behaviour. 

 

Disadvantages of Role Playing Method 

i. Students who are not well prepared for role playing may not take it serious 

ii. Role playing will not work unless the atmosphere in the classroom is supportive 

iii. Students find it difficult to enter the roles properly especially if they are not well briefed 

on the assignments. 

iv. Role playing does not always take the direction one hopes 

v. Role playing is time consuming 

vi. For role playing to work well, one needs a group of sensitive, imaginative, open minded 

students who know each other well enough to be at case with each other. 
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(4) Information and Communications Technology (ICT) 

Enabled Learning Method 

Information Communication Technology (ICT) is a generic name used to describe a range 

of technologies for gathering, storing, retrieving, processing, analyzing and transmitting 

information. 

 

Benefits for Students 

(i) Higher quality lessons through greater collaboration between teachers in planning and 

preparing resources. 

(ii) Gains in understanding and analytical skills, including improvements in learning. 

(iii) Encouragement of independent and active learning and self-responsibility for 

learning. 

(iv) Flexibility of anytime, anywhere access. 

(v) Increased self-confidence and self-esteem 

(vi) Students found learning in a technology-enhanced setting more stimulating and 

student-centred than in a traditional classroom. 

(vii) Opportunities to address their work to an external audience. 

(viii) Opportunities to collaborate on assignments with people outside or inside school. 

 

The Use of ICTs in Improving the Quality of Education 
ICTs can enhance the quality of education in several ways: 
(i) Motivating to learn: ICTs such as videos, television and multimedia computer software 
that combine text, sound and colourful, moving images can be used to provide 
challenging and authentic content that will engage the student in the learning process. 
(ii) Facilitating the acquisition of basic skills: The transmission of basic skills and concepts 
that are the foundation of higher order thinking skills and creativity canbe facilitated by 
ICTs through drill and practice. 
(iii) Enhancing teacher training: ICTs have also been used to improve access to and the 
quality of teacher training. 
 

Problems of ICT 

One of the major barriers for the cause of ICT not reaching its full potential, in the 
foundation stage is teacher’s attitude. In early year education, attitudes towards ICT can 
vary considerably. Some see it as a potential tool to aid learning whereas others seem to 
disagree with the use of technology in early year settings. Another important drawback 
to using ICT in schools is the fact that computers are expensive. 
 
(5) Concept Mapping Method: 

It is an act of constructing maps or diagrams including interrelationships among concepts 

to represent meaning or ideas on a domain of knowledge. The concepts are arranged 

hierarchically from general to specific. 
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Procedure for Concept Mapping 

i. Selection of item for mapping a text, passage, lesson note etc. 

ii. Underline keywords or phrases, objects and events. 

iii. Arrangement of rank and list of concepts from abstract to specific or concrete. 

iv. Drawing circles around the concepts. 

v. Connection of the concept using lines or arrows for easy reading and interpretation. 

vi. Provision of examples at each branch terminus. 

 

Advantages of Concept Mapping Method 

(i) It encourages deductive reasoning in students. 

(ii) It simplifies the topics. 

(iii) It enhances critical thinking in students 

(iv) It broadens the horizon of the students in terms of the scope covered in the topic. 

 

Disadvantages of Concept Mapping Method 

(i) It may become boring if not well organized 

(ii) It is time consuming 

(iii) It may be complex or abstract for the student to comprehend easily. 

 

(6) Filmstrip and Slides Method 

A filmstrip is a roll of transparent film containing images designed to be viewed from a 

filmstrip projector. A filmstrip may contain from 20 to 60 frames depending on the 

number of visuals required in the concept being taught. Film strip can be commercially 

made or locally produced. Most filmstrips are not accompanied with audio recording. 

Slide projection entails the projection of slide films with the slide projector. Slide refers to 

a frame of photographic transparencies bound by card. Mounts and designed for use with 

slide projector or slide viewer. 

 

Advantages of Filmstrip Method 

(i) Filmstrip is compact, easy to handle and can be teacher-made. 

(ii) Filmstrips represent information in sequential order and there is no fear of it being 

disorganized as with slide. 

(iii) The pace of viewing filmstrips can be controlled compared with audio and motion 

media. 

 

Disadvantages of Filmstrip Method 

(i) The frames are permanently fixed in a certain order, it is not possible to alter the 

sequence of pictures without destroying the filmstrips. 

(ii) They can be used only where there is electricity. 
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(iii) It projects only still images. 

(iv) The sprocket holes can easily be damaged if not carefully handled. 

 

Advantages of Slides Method 

(i) Slide can be arranged and re-arranged to suit the audience and purpose for which they 

are being used. 

(ii) Slides are used to present information in sequence 

(iii) Slides are preferable when only a picture or few pictures are to be projected. 

(iv) Framing of slides protect them from damage during handling. 

(v) Slides are generally available and easy to handle. 

(vi) It is easy to build up permanent and collections of slides for instructional purpose. 

 

Disadvantages of Slides Method 

(i) Slides can easily become disorganized since they are single pictures. 

(ii) Slides can easily accumulate dust and fingerprints and get damaged if not carefully 

stored or handled. 

(iii) Slides are likely to be more expensive compared with filmstrips. 

(iv) Slides show only still pictures and therefore are not good for teaching Social Studies 

concepts that require motion. 

(v) Electricity supply is a requirement. 

 

(7) Brainstorming Method 

Brainstorming is a large or small group activity that encourages students to focus on a 
topic and contribute to the free flow of ideas. Social Studies teacher may begin a 
brainstorming session by positing a question or a problem or by introducing a topic. 
Students then express possible answers, relevant works or ideas. Contributions are 
accepted without criticism. These ideas are then examined, usually in an open class 
discussion format. Brainstorming is the random generation of ideas based around a topic. 
There is no editing or ordering of these ideas. Brainstorming can encourage students to 
think more freely and innovatively than if they are doing a more restricted and routine 
classroom situation. It allows students to remember what they know and to teach each 
other. It is a dynamic and stimulating way to lead students into a topic. Brainstorming is a 
tool that uses a relaxed, informal atmosphere combined with lateral thinking to solve 
problems. Brainstorming contributes to the generation of creative solutions to a problem. 
Brainstorming is a very useful activity that can be easily introduced into Social Studies 
classes. 
 

Advantages of Brainstorming Method 

(i) It creates a greater number of alternative responses since the groups information and 

knowledge tend to be more comprehensive and reliable. 
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(ii) The group decision making is democratic in nature 

(iii) Implementation of a brainstorming based decision is more effective as the entire 

group participate. 

(iv) Brainstorming brings new ideas on how to tackle a particular problem – the free 

thinking atmosphere encourages creativity. 

(v) Problems are defined better as questions arise and novel approaches to an issue can 

arise during the process. 

 

Disadvantages of Brainstorming Method 

(i) The importance of the moderator is often under-estimated 

(ii) Sometimes the ideas produced are unworkable: opponents may refuse to consider 

each other’s ideas. 

 

(8) Dramatization Method 

Dramatization method refers to a collection of teaching tools that include traditional 

drama techniques, such as improvisation, storytelling, role playing and games. Social 

Studies as a subject is about the learning of certain skills and values necessary for 

successful living in a modern dynamic society. How valuable will it be for students to act 

in and see dramatized the various interactions of human being with other human being 

with his environment. There are many ways to use dramatization method in the 

classroom. Teachers can use it to help students gain deeper insights into lessons, build on 

concepts and themes or as a means to test student knowledge. These creative techniques 

often bring a bit of chaos into the learning process, and teachers guide their students 

through this creative chaos while staying with the framework of the curriculum. 

Teachers may choose to use dramatic teaching methods, such as teacher in role, 

storytelling or still images. In the teacher in role method, the teacher assumes a character 

role to guide discussion on a topic. The teacher may use costuming or props to give the 

role more depth and the teacher answers questions from students while in character. 

With the story-telling method, the teacher brings the subject matter to life through the 

use of stories. The stories incorporate key information from the course and turn it into a 

compelling story that is told in the teacher’s own words. With the still images method, the 

teacher instructs students to form a circle and each student takes a turn at recreating a 

still image with their bodies that represents a specific topic idea. 

 

Advantages of Dramatization Method 

1. Through dramatization, we can develop the creative instincts of the students. 

2. It helps in proper utilization of knowledge and activities of the students. 

3. It can be used to teach team-work and to help new classmates to bond. 
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4. It provides a change to the students from the formal and rigid atmosphere of classroom 

and reading of books. 

 

Disadvantages of Dramatization Method 

1. Students can get disorderly and over-excited. 

2. Some students may feel inadequate or self-conscious compared to those who are 

naturally good at drama. 

3. Some students may see it as an opportunity to avoid “real” work. 

4. Not everybody likes drama. 

5. Not all students will be kinesthetic learners. 

 

(9) Questions and Answers Method 

Question and answer teaching strategy is an old method known a “Socratic method of 

teaching”. It was developed by the famous philosopher Socrates. Question is the key to 

all educative activities, question and answer is the method that focused on how to achieve 

the cognitive objectives and bringing knowledge to the conscious level. 

 

Principles of Question and Answer Method 

1. Theory of unfoldment, all knowledge is within the child, teacher cannot teach anything 

from outside. 

2. The knowledge can be emitted by linking the questions with his answers. 

 

Steps of Question and Answer Method of Teaching 

1. To prepare questions and arrange them in a logical sequence. 

2. To present the questions in such a way that curiosity arises among the learners. 

3. To ask new questions by linking with the learners response. 

 

Advantages of Question and Answer Method of Teaching 

1. While asking questions, the teacher keeps in mind the abilities, needs and interest of 

the learner. 

2. It involves the learners’ participation towards the subject matter and in teaching acts. 

3. It helps in achieving cognitive objectives and bringing knowledge at conscious level. 

4. Classroom verbal interaction is encouraged. 

5. It is a useful method at all levels of education. 

 

Disadvantages of Question and Answers Method 

1. It is difficult to prepare good questions and arrange them logically. 

2. The whole content-matter cannot be taught by this method. 



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
FEB., 2023 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJERLS 

EDUCATIONAL RSEARCH & LIBRARY SCI. VOL. 12 

201 
ISSN: 1942-6754 

3. The teacher wants the structured answers from the learners. There is no freedom for 

imaginative answers. 

4. It is time consuming. 

5. It may sometime mar the atmosphere of the class. 

 

(10) Field Trip Method 

Field trip is an educational procedure by which the learners obtain first hand information 

by observing places, objects, phenomena and processes in their natural setting. Field trips 

involve journey with the students to observe and investigate situations outside the 

classroom as they occur in actual situations. 

 

Advantages of Field Trips Method 

1. Going on field trips offers students a unique cultural learning experience. 

2. It allows students to be involved in new environments 

3. Field trips are keys to encouraging curiosity about a given subjects. 

4. Field trips is also valuable as an exercise in broadening students understand of the 

world and their place in it. 

5. It develops students’ skills in the application of theories to real world situation. 

6. It affords the students the opportunity of exploring the achievements of the 

community. 

7. It develops in learners’ the skills of observation and recording. 

8. Through field trips, data gathered could be used for further studies. 

 

Disadvantages of Field Trips Method 

1. Planning and preparation are often the biggest hurdles in setting up an educational trip 

2. It may be a waste of time and resources if not well planned. 

3. It is externally difficult to carry out especially when it requires long distance. 

4. Accident may occur in the course of trip. 

5. It results in extra financial expenses on the part of the school, parents and even the 

students. 

6. On field trips, students normally get a sense of freedom which may lead to 

misbehaviour. 

7. It can be challenging to control an entire classroom in a new surroundings. 

 

(11) Discussion Method 

Discussion method of teaching is a group of activity involving both the teacher and the 

students to define the problem and seek its solution. Discussion method is also described 

as a constructive process involving listening, thinking as well as the speaking ability of the 

student. Discussion method is an important component for any teaching or learning 
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situation which allows students to share their ideas. It can also be used at the beginning 

of a topic to ascertain students’ preconceived notion of the subject matter or towards the 

end of a subtopic by presenting students with a new situation and asking them to explain 

in it terms of what they have just learned. Discussion method entails a teaching and 

learning strategy through students share and exchange ideas, experience and opinion 

takes place, accompanied by active learning with all members of the group participating 

in it. 

 

Advantages of Discussion Method 

1. It increases the depth of understanding and grasp of the subject matter. 

2. Discussion method enhances motivation and generates greater involvement of the 

learners. 

3. It promotes leadership role in students. 

4. It develops skills of organizing and presenting ideas to others in a logical form. 

5. Discussion method develops a spirit of cooperation among learners. 

6. It gives the students training in prospecting other’s views. 

 

Disadvantages of Discussion Method 

1. Discussion method is time consuming. 

2. If not well handled. Some extrovert students may dominate the discussion. 

3. It is not ideal for a large class. 

4. It is not appropriate for all the topics. 

5. Easy to deviate from the topic. 

6. It requires presence of a teacher at all times. 

 

(12) Project Method 

Project method is a teacher-facilitated collaborative approach in which, students acquire 

and apply knowledge and skills to define and solve realistic problems using a process of 

extended inquiry. Project methods are student-centered, following standards, 

parameters, and milestones clearly identified by the instructor. The mentor of the project 

method is an American educationist –John Dewey. He believed that individual activity was 

not enough in education and classroom instruction. Being a strong believer in educational 

value of the environment, he stressed the need for pupils to interact freely with their 

surrounding environment to glean the rich education that abounds in groups or 

individually under the guidance of the teacher to achieve set objective. The project 

method is a learning process or a study carried out by learners in real life situation. 

Students working under the project method have more freedom and autonomy to decide 

on what they deem best. The students decide on the topic they want to work on. 
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They also decide on how to collect their data and how to analyze the data collected. The 

teacher’s main role is not to teach but to guide and advice, counsel and discuss with the 

student. The major characteristic of the project method is that students produce a thesis, 

a model, a written or oral report or some other piece of work. The project method 

features prominently in the student-centred curricular. 

The process of doing a project obviously varies but it has four overlapping phases each 

with many parts. Some authors like NTI (1990) called these phases as planning stage, 

organization stage, implementation stage and assessment stage. In the first stage 

(planning stage) the students gradually selects a problem, theme or issue to investigate. 

At first the student may have an interest in a general subject area but as he finds available 

sources of information, he needs to narrow down his field of enquiry after selecting his 

problem, the student may decide his procedure to solve it. The second phase may 

continue beyond the third and it may include field work, experiences, surveys and other 

methods of collecting data, interpretation of that data and formulation of arguments 

based upon it. Only when the solution has been selected and developed in the student’s 

mind that the students can plan the organization and presentation of his production. 

 

Advantages of Project Method 

1. It provides a learning environment that encourages the child to be motivated 

intrinsically. Students are responsible for their own learning. 

2. It permits each child to progress at his own pace. 

3. It helps each child to learn according to his interest, abilities and mode of learning. 

4. Students gain committed and satisfaction for producing their piece work because they 

may have permanent value. It increases experiences for investigation of each child. 

5. It provides considerable enjoyment, it trains student not only for independent work but 

for tact and diplomacy leadership and decision making. 

6. Most of all, student learn the techniques of research through project method. 

Disadvantages of Project Method 

1. It requires a small class. 

2. It needs increased time for the students to prepare and collect materials. 

3. If project method is not clearly defined, students may be relatively difficult to control. 

 

(13) Simulation Method 

Simulations are instructional scenarios where the learner is placed in a “world” defined 

by the teacher. They represent a reality within which students interact. The teacher 

controls the parameters of this “world” and uses it to achieve the desired instructional 

result. Simulation can be taught by allowing students to learn through instructional 

simulations, when they are actively engaged. Students should predict and explain the 
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outcome they expect the simulation to generate. Every effort should be to made to make 

it difficult for students to become passive during the simulation. 

 

How Can We Use Simulation in the Classroom 

Classroom simulation motivate students by keeping them actively engaged in the learning 
process through requiring that problem solving and decision making skills be used to 
make the simulation run. As simulation runs, it is modeling a dynamic system in which the 
learner is involved (play a role). Among some of the most interesting and rewarding 
teaching techniques developed some time ago are simulation methods. These methods 
are dynamic and lively ways of presenting very thought provoking ideas, problems, issues 
and realities in our past and present, social life. They are relevant and important to the 
teaching of History, Religion, Social Studies as well as Economics. Simulation is derived 
from Latin word “similis” meaning like i.e. to act like to resemble, to pretend to be. Thus, 
simulation methods are activities or materials that present real-life situations, past events, 
incidents or organization in such a way that students will learn and understand more 
about them. One thing that is common to all kinds of simulations is that they all represent 
something that has happened or is happening in real life. Such thing as, the turbaning of 
Emir, crowning of an Oba, raising of the Nigerian flag on the first independence morning 
are being made into a simulation for the classroom. 
 

Organization of Simulation Method 

Most of the activities in Social Studies simulation have to be prepared by the teacher. 
There should be a leader from the students. Such leader will prepare the student in 
dramatization forming small groups to pre-costumes, collect objects etc. The teacher 
should set down the actions to be performed at every simulation exercise. He should also 
provide a period of discussion where the class can review the model or pattern the 
simulation intend to teach. Through this discussion, the deeper messages or ideas of 
simulation can be studied. NTI (1990) spelt out some of the advantages and disadvantages 
of simulation methods as follows: 
 

Advantages of Simulation Method 

1. They are highly self-motivating 

2. They are effective techniques of teaching 

3. The realities of life are presented in concrete and simple forms. 

4. The mental ability of the pupil are fully put into use. 

5. They give the pupils increase in personal sense of the environmental control 

6. Historic simulation are also enjoyable in through its dramatic presentations. 

 

Disadvantages of Simulation Method 

1. Like dramatizations, historical simulations require a great deal of class time. The 

preparations, performance and review discussion will take several periods to carry out. 

2. They are expensive and in many cases not available. 
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3. Historical simulation may tend to exaggerate one aspect over the others. 

4. Because of the competitive nature of the games there are tendencies for disorderly 

behaviour in class. 

 

(14) Inquiry Method 

Inquiry method of teaching is a process of asking and answering key Social Studies 

questions. It is a method of teaching that involves a process of exploring the natural or 

material world that leads to asking questions and making discoveries in the search for 

new understandings. Inquiry method like discussion method are particularly appropriate 

for use in Social Studies classes the reason is because the methods allow student to 

deepen their understanding of ideas, issues and wants by having to examine and interpret 

them in a formal way. The inquiry methods require the teacher to involve the students in 

activities of investigation, collection and the understanding of information. The 

information is used to answer questions, discuss issues or to solve problems that have 

been identified in the class. The pupils seek outside the classroom for opinions, facts, and 

data that will help them to understand as the question or problem that has been 

presented. 

 

The teacher should assist the students to know where to get the necessary information, 

how to collect the data and also what to do with the gathered information so that it can 

help in solving the problem. The teacher is to help the students to identify the problem, 

issue or question that is to be discussed and to assist in gathering information for the 

study. The name “inquiry” given to this method is as a result of the collection, 

classification and analysis of the information gathered. The method can promote skills of 

observation, information gathering and analysis of the information. The methods also 

encourage students to be objection and to see varied dimensions and aspects of ideas or 

problems. The inquiry methods give a foundation for students to understand what is 

involved in making a decision or arriving at a conclusion about a body of facts that have 

been collected. Students gain necessary experience in understanding the operations of 

events, people and society. 

Some of the many kinds of inquiry methods that are most appropriate for secondary 

school classes are opinion polls, interview questionnaire and field trips. Students can 

practice simplified forms of these methods each of which can be conducted in a 

sophisticated way as it is done in adult society. Such activity will prepare them for more 

complicated forms of inquiry methods in future and lay a foundation of understanding for 

the scientific approach to information. 

 

Advantages of Inquiry Method 

1. The students are actively involved in the assignment 
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2. The students remember longer because they discover the facts on their own. 

3. The students are rewarded by being motivated 

4. Inquiry method allows students to be curious, to wonder and ask questions. 

5. Inquiry allow students to pursue questions they have and topics they find personally 

relevant or interesting. 

 

Disadvantages of Inquiry Method 

1. It is time consuming 

2. They are expensive in the sense that many resource materials are needed 

3. They are not suitable for all lessons. 

 

Conclusion 

There are many teaching methods available to Social Studies teachers. It should however, 

be noted that no single method of teaching Social Studies can adequately fit all learning 

situations. The combination of other methods would definitely help in achieving the 

desired instructional objectives. Teaching method is a subset of an instructional approach. 

It deals with the summation of what a teacher does from the beginning to the end of the 

lesson. 
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