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INTRODUCTION 
here is no single, consistent definition of rurality. It has 

been defined as socially constructed and based on more 

abstract characteristics like feelings of community and 

traditionalism, as well as more concrete features like 

landscapes or occupational structures (Halfacree, 2013; Rye, 

2016). Statistical definitions have been developed based on a 

variety of demographic, geographic, and socioeconomic 

factors such as population density, distance, and economic 

development. At the same time, rural areas vary greatly in 

terms of topography and social, cultural, and economic 

characteristics both within and across countries (e.g., islands, 

deserts, mountains, or plains; vibrant or declining; stable, 

depressed, high growth, reborn, rural or isolated; fringe, 

distant, or remote) (Arnold et al., 2015; Gjelten, (2012); 

Showalter et al., 2017; OECD, 2017). Similarly, depending on 

whether the definition is based directly on the school or on 

some other unit, "rural schools" can be defined in a variety of 

ways (e.g., district or municipality). For instance, Biddle and 

Azano, (2016); Burdick-Will and Logan, (2016) stressed that, 

beyond the "urban-rural" dichotomy, one must consider the 

similarities and differences in social, economic, and other 

contextual factors, as well as how they interact with  
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educational processes and outcomes in various locations. In terms of educational 

disadvantage, some urban areas may have more in common with some rural communities 

than with other parts of the same city. For example, declining populations not only pose 

problems for rural communities, but they may also be a problem in some inner-city 

neighborhoods. 
If the right policies are in place, the rural economy has enormous potential for economic 

growth, job creation, and the promotion of decent work. As an integrated rights-based 

development strategy, the International Labour Organization (ILO) Decent Work Agenda 

supports tripartite constituents in their efforts to promote sustainable rural livelihoods. 

Rural areas, on the other hand, are diverse and should not be considered solely 

agricultural. There is a mix of on- and off-farm activities ranging from smallholder 

agriculture or pastoralism to highly sophisticated commercial agribusiness supplying 

global markets through intense regional and national linkages with the industrial and 

service sectors. Rural development has been a priority for the ILO since its inception in 

1919. Since then, the ILO has adopted over 30 international labor standards aimed directly 

at agriculture and rural development, covering topics such as workplace rights, 

employment opportunities, social protection, and social dialogue. The ILO discussion on 

rural employment in 2008, which resulted in the adoption of a Resolution and Conclusions 

on promoting rural employment for poverty reduction, established a mandate for 

security. This paper examined the Education delivery system in rural area amidst 

dwindling economy and insecurity: Geographical perspective. This was done by 

identifying the problems and solutions to dwindling economy and insecurity in rural 

area. Descriptive survey research was adopted and the paper is purely a review of 

contributions of several authors in the area of economy and insecurity in the 

community. The study revealed that rural area faced the following challenges some of 

which include over dependence on crude oil as a major source of revenue for the 

government, Level of corruptions and greediness among some people, politically 

motivated and terrorism violence activities and several others. Despite these 

challenges the following solution are also identified Provision of adequate security, 

provision of employment opportunities for the youth, diversification of Nigeria 

economy. In view of these solutions the study thereby recommended acceleration of 

the pace of development and good governance. A concerted and collaborative effort 

by all security agencies of government to combat the menace of insecurity. 
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renewed ILO involvement in rural development issues. The Governing Body adopted a 

strategy for promoting decent work for rural development in March 2011, emphasizing 

rural entrepreneurship, enterprises, and cooperatives; employment-intensive 

employment strategies; appropriate skill development; and expanded social security 

coverage.; Occupational health and safety, as well as the systematic inclusion of rural 

dimensions and actors in the development and implementation of employment and social 

protection policies. As a result of these developments, decent work in the rural economy 

was designated as one of eight "areas of critical importance" (ACI) for the biennium 2014–

15, and it has remained one of the Office's ten policy outcomes since then.  

Education for a large number of people in rural areas is crucial for achieving sustainable 

development. Proper education strategies are now placing emphasis on rural 

development that encompasses all those who live in rural areas. Such strategies need to 

address the provision of education for the many target groups of children, youth, and 

adults, giving priority to gender imbalances. This complex and urgent challenge should be 

addressed systematically, through an intricate set of policy measures, at all levels of the 

education system. Rapidly changing technologies and increasing globalization also 

suggest that better education and training have become essential for sustainable 

livelihoods and rural economic competitiveness. For many years, the approach followed 

by policy-makers and education specialists has been to focus on practical and 

occupational agricultural skill training, provided mainly at the secondary and tertiary 

levels. Yet, in an environment increasingly shaped by non-farming activities and in a policy 

context dominated by the poverty reduction agenda, education for rural development 

requires a holistic approach going beyond the narrow boundaries of the traditional 

agricultural education and training concept. Beynon, L. et al. (2015). Thus, it has been 

observed that in areas of Nigeria where insecurity is prevalent, economic activities and 

variables lag behind. For example, in Nigeria's North East, where BokoHaram has 

dominated, the area has been deserted, businesses, including the informal sector, have 

been affected, unemployment has skyrocketed, internally displaced persons (IDPs) and 

camps have suddenly appeared, state internally generated revenue has plummeted, and 

so on. The main source of the crisis is a disagreement between Herders and farmers in 

Nigeria's north-central region Transhumant cattle raisers and sedentary farmers 

coexisted in the region historically, with transhumant herders accompanying cattle along 

transhumance corridors, cutting through farmland in search of water points and grazing 

land. Transhumance routes have increasingly encroached on farmland in recent years, 

raising tensions between herders and farmers and frequently leading to violent clashes as 

water sources and grazing land have declined. Again, in Nigeria's Niger Delta region, 

where militant attacks on oil installations and pipeline vandalism are common, a number 

of multinational corporations (MNCs) have closed or relocated their operations. The 

country has failed to meet its oil production targets. Unemployment has soared, oil 
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exports have plummeted, foreign exchange has declined, and the cost of doing business 

in the region has risen. As a result, insecurity thrives in other parts of the country.  

Over recent years, People from all walks of space have expressed significant concern 

about the development of rural areas in both advanced and developing countries in 

recent years. The root of the problem, however, is that West African countries, including 

Nigeria, are experiencing rural migration. Nigeria, in particular, has prioritized its urban 

population, leaving rural areas frustrated in areas such as the provision of social amenities, 

recreational centers, or facilities, poor education, insecurity, and employment 

opportunities, among others. 

 

Impact of Food Security on Education 

The relationship between food insecurity and education has been studied in greater 

depth. To explain it fully, it is necessary to distinguish current from future effects of 

hunger and to distinguish three major stages in the educational process: early childhood 

(ages 0-5), school age (6–17), and adulthood (18 and above). Under nutrition is likely to 

limit a child's stimulation during early childhood and undermine a child's basic learning 

capacities. At this stage, the main negative effects of food insecurity are visible during the 

school-age phase Blumenthaler, (2006). 

Food insecurity has a number of negative consequences for school-aged children (WFP 

2006). It can reduce school enrollment and attendance, limiting students' ability to 

concentrate and perform well in school. Because schooling is regarded as a necessary 

opportunity for learning, these are significant impediments to child mental development. 

Another issue at this stage is that food-insecure families face higher opportunity costs 

when sending their children to school because they could earn and provide a means of 

subsistence for the household members. If there are school fees, the opportunity costs 

are even higher. Finally, adults could improve their knowledge, abilities, and skills by 

participating in specific programs such as literacy training or agricultural extension. 

Despite the fact that "by adulthood, an individual's cognitive capacity to learn has already 

been largely established" (WFP 2006), these are important learning opportunities for 

both daily life and employment and earning opportunities. The main impediment is the 

higher opportunity costs, as people spend the majority of their time at work at this point. 

This is especially true when classes are scheduled after work hours. Governments and 

international organizations such as FAO and WFP frequently intervene in policy during the 

early childhood and school-age stages. In the first case, iron and micronutrient 

supplemental diets were used, and in the second case, school feeding was primarily used. 

School feeding is a common policy that is used to increase children's school attendance 

and concentration in the classroom by providing food at school. This also helps to reduce 

the opportunity costs of food-insecure families by requiring them to feed fewer members. 
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 Impact of Education on Food Security 

The impact of education on food security is frequently viewed solely in economic terms. 

According to the same FAO report, "lack of education undermines productivity, 

employability, and earning capacity, directly leading to poverty and hunger." This reflects 

the human capital approach, which holds that education is important because it increases 

personal earnings and productivity while also stimulating national economic growth 

(Schultz 2015 and 2012; Becker 2014 and 2012; Psacharopoulos 2013). 

Education, in particular, improves agricultural productivity in rural areas, resulting in food 

security. Among those who have contributed to this work are Jamison et al. (2010), 

Pudasaini (2015), and Koffio-Tessio et al (2015). However, this approach has been criticized 

because it is overly economic and only recognizes education's instrumental economic role 

(Sen (2011), Woodhall (2011), and Robeyns (2011)). (2016). Education, on the other hand, 

can play two "indirect" roles: "economic production" and "social change." In the human 

capital framework, the latter is overlooked. This approach is particularly suited to the new 

conceptualization of food security, which goes beyond a focus on food supply. Both 

contributions have policy implications in terms of the type and level of education to focus 

on, with rural people who have more education being more likely to have higher levels of 

food security. The social benefits of education for food security and general well-being 

are enhanced by improved social relations. Community actions, for example, play an 

important role in rural Africa. Some authors (Woolcock and Narayan 2011) define "social 

capital" as the social networks in which a person is included, arguing that the larger these 

nets are, the more likely it is that a person will find help in an emergency. For example, 

many communities organize communal meals, credit-sharing systems, labor division, and 

public participation in ceremonial expenditures. This reduces the risk of becoming food 

insecure, making individuals less vulnerable. 

Finally, education contributes to food security by making people more ambitious and self-

confident. Being educated is regarded as a useful weapon against feelings such as shame 

and hopelessness, which must be overcome in order to promote food security through 

other mechanisms. Education has an impact on food security via the economic production 

channel. In rural areas, this is typically accomplished by increasing agricultural productivity 

and efficiency. That is, by increasing the amount of output per unit of input and by 

selecting and allocating production inputs in the most efficient manner. Another 

economic contribution of education to food security, however, has been overlooked. 

Income from crops other than the main crop, as well as income from non-farm activities 

Non-farm activities in rural areas were not adequately considered; instead, they can be a 

vital direct source of food or income, as well as a long-term resource. In fact, diversifying 

income-generating activities is critical for reducing vulnerability and recovering more 

quickly from emergencies such as natural disasters. More recently, the World Food 
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Programme publication Hunger and Learning, (2006), has helped to systematize the 

relationship between education and food security.   

 

Factors that cause dwindling economy and insecurity 

1. One of the primary causes of Nigeria's economic problems was the country's 

overreliance on crude oil as a major source of revenue for the government. Because of 

the volatility of crude oil prices, governments have found it increasingly difficult to finance 

the nation's budget comfortably while meeting people's expectations. Even though the 

price is gradually rising, there is no evidence that the rise will be sustained due to the level 

of politics in the foreign exchange market. 

2. Some people have a high level of corruption and greed. Corruption has eaten 

deeply into the fabric of the country. Nigeria has been ranked as the world's 27th most 

corrupt country on several occasions. (According to Transparency International's 2015 

rating). Currently, there are numerous Corrupt practices by some of our leaders in various 

capacities have been making headlines, particularly in the most recent arms deal cases, in 

which the former National Security Adviser (NSA) revealed a long list of beneficiaries. 

Furthermore, high-profile officers have been implicated in cases of corruption in the 

National House of Assembly and Senate. Others include forgery and budget padding, to 

name a few. 

3. There are numerous acts of violence that are motivated by politics or terrorism. 

There is the Boko Haram saga in the North East, which has effectively halted the region's 

economy. According to reports, Boko Haram's activities have also resulted in the deaths 

of many people and the plight of others. Government spending on arms, ammunition, and 

relief materials has skyrocketed during this time period. In the south-south, the Niger 

Delta Avengers and the Movement for Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) have 

wreaked havoc on the Niger Delta region, ranging from vandalism of oil pipelines to the 

kidnapping of oil workers. There are also ostensibly nonviolent pressure groups agitating 

for freedom in the South East and South West. The agitation of the Oodua nation led by 

chief Sunday Adeyemo, also known as Sunday Igboho, in the South West and the 

Independent People of Biafra (IPOB) led by an Abia man, Nnmadi Kanu, in the South East 

leave much to be concerned about. All of these factors, when considered together, pose 

a threat to the country's peace and unity, as well as its economic activities.  

4. A lack of economic policy direction, a lag in the implementation of the nation's 

budget, and rash statements The next cause of economic decline is the government's lack 

of strong economic policy directions. Every government usually looks to the sky for 

guidance. It functions as a compass, guiding each administration. Economic activity would 

halt, investors would be scared, and the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Gross National 

Product (GNP), per capita income, inflationary trend, interest rate, exchange rate, balance 

of trade, and balance of payment would suffer in the absence of robust economic policy. 
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In Nigeria, for example, I am not aware of the government's policy direction other than 

fighting corruption at the moment, and as you can see, some of these things go hand in 

hand. You abandon the others. For example, the enormous sum of money realized by the 

administration from corrupt-related issues would have been sufficient to stabilize the 

economy, but it was not because other issues were not addressed. Similarly, the 

government appears to have taken an unusually long time to bring the budget to public 

attention. The implication is that there has been additional budgetary spending that may 

or may not have been matched by income.  

5. The Ethno-Religious Dimension Is Uncertain. The nature of the crises in Jos, 

Plateau State, and Nigeria's North Central region is extremely complex. It is tribal, 

religious, and social in nature. Politics has been discovered to be a major cause of some of 

the crises that have erupted in that part of the country. It is not necessary for some people 

to use any means to dominate others or to use people to subjugate others. As a result, 

this ethnic religious crisis has claimed the lives of many Nigerians as well as property worth 

billions of naira. This crisis has resulted in several Muslim attacks on Christians, with over 

10,000 Christians slaughtered during the Jos crisis in 2010. (Oladoyinbo, 2015). To be more 

specific, the Jos crisis has resulted in unimaginable clashes, murders, bombings, and other 

forms of violence Many observers believe that the root cause of the crisis was Muslims' 

excessive desire to convert Christians in the area into Muslim faithful. Others argue that 

culture and land disputes are the root causes of the Jos crisis. The activities of Fulani 

herdsmen are a closely related source of insecurity in Nigeria right now. These herdsmen 

have carried out a number of attacks across the country. People are being killed and 

others are being made homeless. 

 

Possible Solution to economy Dwindling and insecurity 

1. Provision of adequate security: Adequate security will instill confidence in the 

minds of investors and even tourists who want to invest in the country, so the 

government should increase security in the country and hire youths as security agents, 

which will reduce unemployment as well. Nwagboso (2012). The recently formed Western 

Nigeria Security Network, codenamed Amotekun, is an example of this. 

2. Provision of employment opportunities for young people: The issue of a lack of 

profitable jobs for our young people, which they say is the fallen angel's workshop, should 

also be addressed by an unmoving personality. Unemployed young people are a 

dangerous species because they can be manipulated and used to commit heinous crimes. 

If the incoming administration can provide profitable employment for our children, it will 

help our economy develop. In terms of the economy, we should begin to shift away from 

our over-reliance on oil as our primary source of income. We should start by encouraging 

and expanding our income-generating states and local governments to add to their assets 

in order to create alternative sources of income. They should be given a time frame to 
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complete this and have the necessary checking components in place to ensure 

consistency with the strategy for the future development of Nigeria's economy.  

3. The Nigeria budget must be accompanied by appropriate monetary policy in order 

to stimulate economic growth: It is important to note that as long as Nigeria relies on oil 

exports for the majority of its revenue, the value of the naira will continue to affect the 

price of oil, highlighting the obvious need to diversify the economy. One solution is to 

create a conducive environment for the productive sector to thrive. The agricultural 

sector must be developed in order for us to be able to produce goods and have an agro-

based industry, as well as feed and export. Before the value of the naira can be 

determined, fiscal and monetary policies must be aligned. It is undeniable that Nigeria's 

financial situation is deteriorating, and fiscal and monetary policies are required to 

stabilize the situation in order for us to recover.  

4. Diversification of the Nigerian economy: We can recover from the current 

economic crisis if the government diversifies the economy and repairs the refineries so 

that the impact of the drop in crude oil prices, which is weighing on the economy, is 

mitigated. It is the government's responsibility to act and respond appropriately. On the 

other hand, the government must prioritize the development of other sectors of the 

economy, such as science and technology and agribusiness. In that case, Microsoft, a 

multibillion-dollar American corporation, will open its first Africa development center in 

Nigeria, where brilliant minds will provide software engineering solutions to the world 

and Africa in exchange for a $100 million investment from Mrs. Folorunso Alakija and 

others. 

5 Improvements in housing and home ownership for Nigerians: This is critical 

because many poor Nigerians have been living without a mortgage plan for many years, 

which is harming the economy. 

 

Conclusion  

The severity of the level of insecurity necessitates coordinated and well-articulated 

security policies to address the hydra-headed and deeply rooted issue. Analysts have 

suggested that in order to target the right solution to address the problem, it is necessary 

to first understand the causes of insecurity. To avoid frequent recurrences, such solutions 

should be long-lasting and all-encompassing. Contemporary intra-state conflicts, 

according to Stan Flavius (2004), cannot be prevented, resolved, or managed solely 

through preventive diplomacy, political negotiations, peace-making, peacekeeping, and 

the use of force. They have complex causes (social inequity, state failure, human rights 

violations, resource depletion, and so on) that necessitate coordinated international 

assistance in areas such as sustainable economic growth, good governance, human rights 

protection, and environmental preservation. This has become critical in light of the Niger-

Delta case Militants were granted amnesty, but they returned to vandalize oil pipelines 
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and distort the country's inability to meet its oil production quotas. Clearly, insecurity has 

an impact on economic growth. Policies aimed at combating insecurity must address the 

root cause of the problem. The following are recommended; 

i. The government's need to use revenue from primary commodity exports to fund 

effective basic services. 

ii.  The government's need to diversify the economy away from reliance on primary 

commodities. 

iii.  An increase in both recurrent and capital government spending on internal 

security.  

iv.        Accelerating the pace of development and ensuring good governance. 

iv.  To combat the threat of insecurity, all government security agencies must work 

together in a concerted and collaborative efforts. 
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