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Introduction 
he challenges of insecurity in Nigeria, especially, 

in the Northern part of the country, has reached 

an alarming proportion. The activities of Boko 

Haram insurgents, bandits, Farmers / Herdsmen 

clashes, communal conflicts and other religious crisis 

which have engulfed the region have affected 

negatively the activities of farmers and consequently 

the level of agricultural productivity. Lives are lost on 

daily basis, populations of communities are depleted as 

people flee their homes and sources of livelihood, 

businesses are in comatose, investments are nose – 

diving, multinationals are closing shops and vacating 

the region, unemployment is soaring and the people 

live in fear. Clearly it poses a threat to agricultural 

productivity and also economic growth. The economic 

cost of insecurity is quite enormous. This in fact has 

become more worrisome, especially when the 

impoverished segments of the population who are  
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farmers are finding it increasingly difficult to undertake their farming activities 

and avoid starving to death. (Beland 2005, Muhammed, 2015). 
Insecurity has become a threat to the existence of the country and a major 

issue for the government, this has prompted huge allocation of the nation’s 

reached an alarming proportion taking its toll on lives and property. It has 

reached a level where it is having dire consequences on the agricultural 

sector because farmers are attacked and displaced from their communities 

and source(s) of livelihood resulting in food shortages (decline in 

agricultural productivity) and soaring prices of food items, threatening food 

security in Nigeria and sub-saharan Africa at large. Millions of farmers have 

been forced to flee from their communities in many states and have 

become refuges in their own country; living in internally displaced persons 

(I.D.P) camps in deplorable situations. This paper relies on secondary 

sources of data to appraise the situation of insecurity and its effects on 

agricultural productivity. It was discovered among other things that the 

entire nation is suffering the consequences of the insecurity and decline in 

agricultural productivity as the supply of food to the southern part of the 

country (usually in truck loads) have drastically reduced, leading to soaring 

prices in food for the common man. Insecurity in Nigeria and the Lake Chad 

Basin contributes to 54 percent of the food crisis in Africa putting about 14.4 

million Nigerians at the risk of food crisis and food insecurity. The paper 

concludes that if nothing holistic and comprehensive is done to bring about 

peace and order in the Northern part of the country, the whole country will 

suffer for it in terms of food shortages and the insecurity will extend to 

other parts of the country if not curtailed. It is recommended that the 

government should muster enough political will and rise up to the occasion 

to bring the challenge under control, put plans in place to bring the farmers 

back to farm and boost agricultural production amongst other 

recommendations.     
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budget to the security sector in order to ameliorate the incidences of violent 

crimes such  as kidnappings, ritual killings, armed banditry, suicide bombings, 

politically  motivated killings and other forms of manifestations of insecurity. 

(Achumba, et al, 2013). 

It has been argued that the development of the agricultural sector holds the 

ace for Nigeria’s development. In fact Olakunle (2013) posits that the 

development of the agricultural sector holds the key to economic 

development for most of sub-Saharan countries including Nigeria. This is 

because agriculture provides food for human consumption, raw materials for 

industries, employment opportunities to a vast majority of the rural populace 

and serves as a foreign exchange earner for the country. It therefore has the 

potential to serve as a spring board from which a country’s development can 

take off. 

Why then should a sector with such great potentials be allowed to suffer 

because of insecurity? 

It is in the light of the above, that this paper sets out to appraise security 

challenges in Northern Nigeria and the effects it has on agricultural 

productivity. 

 

Methodology 

This paper is a review of insecurity and the effects it has on agricultural 

productivity in Northern Nigeria. It therefore relies on secondary sources of 

data as information was gathered from various literatures for content analysis. 

It aims at appraising the challenges of insecurity and its effects on agricultural 

productivity. 

 

Conceptual Exploration 

This section aims at defining concepts that are repeatedly used in this paper. 

 

Security 

Security is a dynamic condition which involves the relative ability of a state to 

counter threats to its core values and interests. (Omede, 2012). McGrew (1988) 

explains that the security of a nation hangs on two important pillars which 

are:1. The maintenance and protection of the socio-economic order in the face 



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
FEB., 2023 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJARBT 
 

AGRICULTURAL RES. & BIOTECHOLOGY VOL. 12 

84 
ISSN: 3438-2901 

of internal and external threats and 2. The promotion of a preferred 

international order, which minimizes the threat to core values and interests as 

well as the domestic order. In another dimension, Nwolise (2006) sees security 

as an encompassing condition which suggests that a territory must be secured 

by a network of armed forces and a security apparatus to protect lives and 

properties. 

 

Insecurity 

The concept of insecurity can be defined as a state of fear or anxiety due to 

absence or lack of protection. Achumba et al, (2013) defined insecurity from 

two perspectives. Firstly, the state of being open or subject to danger or the 

threat of danger, where danger is the condition of being open or susceptible 

to harm or injury. Secondly, it is the state of being exposed to risk or anxiety, 

where anxiety is an unpleasant emotion that is experienced in anticipation of 

some misfortune. 

 

Terrorism 

Terrorism can be seen as a form of violent civil disobedience, usually placed on 
a spectrum of conflict (White, 2002) it denotes a multitude of actions which 
results in a variety of social, psychological, physical and economic 
consequences. Thus acts of terror and/or insurgency around the world 
including those perpetrated in Northern Nigeria have become issues of 
widespread concern attracting explanations among the academics, 
(researchers) policy makers, security operatives and the general public among 
others. 
 

Agriculture 
Agriculture in ordinary parlance refers to the growing of crops and reaching of 
animals. However, it is not just limited to the definition above, agriculture 
covers other areas generally referred to as agri-business - processing of 
agricultural products, marketing of agricultural products, provision and sale of 
agricultural inputs e.t.c (Adetunji and Alabi, 2019).  
 

Theoretical Framework 

Violent activities of various groups across the globe have become issues of 

great concern largely because of the devastating consequences especially the 



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
FEB., 2023 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJARBT 
 

AGRICULTURAL RES. & BIOTECHOLOGY VOL. 12 

85 
ISSN: 3438-2901 

loss of lives and livelihoods and damage to social structures and physical 

infrastructures. The theory of relative deprivation is adopted for this paper. 

 

Relative Deprivation Theory 

The term relative deprivation is traceable to ancient Greece. The great 

philosopher, Aristotle has articulated the notion that revolution is motivated 

by a relative sense or feeling of inequality. As a theory, relative deprivation is 

traceable to Gurr (1970) He explained the theory in his book ‘why men rebel’. 

The theory believes that poverty, unemployment and unequal distribution of 

resources (inequality) influence people to commit crimes. The way people 

evaluate their circumstances depends on whom they compare themselves 

with. The feelings of deprivation do not conform directly to the level of 

material poverty that people experience. For example, a family living in a small 

home in a poor area, where every other person is in more of less similar 

circumstances is likely to feel less deprived than a family living in that kind of 

situation in a neighbourhood where there are many larger, more beautiful 

houses and the other people live in affluence and sometimes with ‘provoking’ 

display of wealth. 

Gurr (1970) argued that two mechanisms provide the basic components on the 

nexus between relative deprivation and the potential for collective violence 

namely: the frustration aggression and the related treat – aggression. The first 

dealing with inability to meet needs and the circumstances surrounding 

poverty; while the second deals with comparison with those are better off. 

Those who feel deprived and have an impression of being oppressed become 

violent; they are jealous of those who possess more. They protest or revolt 

against those who have more. They do not take measures to resolve the 

problem related to the sources of deprivation (NPTEL, 2003). 

The theory is relevant in explaining violent activities of various groups in 

Northern Nigeria where a lot of young boys are thrown to the streets to cater 

for themselves, seeing others living well. It has been observed that deprivation, 

oppression and discrimination can lead to dissidence. They can cause groups 

who see themselves as degraded in society compared to others, to become 

violent. Regardless of the underlying causes in social and political system, one 

causal factor for terrorism is virtually universal when some sub-groups in the 
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population have grievances, be it on realistic ideological, religious or 

perceptive grounds. (White, 2002) 

 

Effects of Insecurity on agricultural productivity 

Agriculture was the mainstay of the Nigerian economy before the discovery of 

oil. The Northern part of Nigeria well known for agricultural practices especially 

the production of cereals and rearing of animals is affected in many ways by 

the activities of Boko Haram is (Boko Haram is ‘Jamat Ahlas-sunnah lid-dawa-

wal-jihad’ group. Literally Boko Haram means western education is a sin or 

forbidden. It is an Islamic-Jihadist, militant and terrorist organization based in 

the North-Eastern part of Nigeria, Northern Cameroon and Niger Republic) 

Almost all the states in North-Eastern Nigeria that formed the major food 

supply sources are unable to produce food, hides and skin that they are known 

for. Thus has undermined their well being (Adetunji and Alabi, 2019). 

According to Dominic (2021), Insurgency has affected agriculture especially in 

some of the country’s main food growing areas: 

 Yobe, Adamawa and Borno States worst hit by 

insurgency are known to produce cowpeas, rice, millet, 

tomatoes, onions…… sorghums, livestock and fish. 

Farmers are afraid to go to their farms as a result of the 

fear of being attacked……… more than 1.5million 

people, mostly farmers have been forced to flee their 

homes as Boko haram intensified its insurgency in the 

past year. Also trade routes between the North east and 

the South are disrupted, hence making transportation 

and distribution of food very difficult (Dominic, 2021: p 

14&15.)  

    

The Central Bank of Nigeria has attributed a part of the high inflationary risk 

faced by the economy to the disruption in food production and distribution 

caused by insurgency. It has affected the flow of beans, pepper and tomatoes 

in particular among other food items which mostly come from the north and 

are consumed in most homes in Nigeria, leading to skyrocketing of prices. (Eme 

et al 2014). If the violent attacks on farmers and general insecurity continues, it 
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will plunge the country into a state of chronic food insecurity. Prices of food 

will continue to rise, making it difficult for individuals and households to 

purchase sufficient and nutritious food for a healthy life. This will put 

individuals at the risk of hunger, starvation, malnutrition and even death. It has 

been reported that malnutrition rates are high in the areas worst hit by 

conflicts, insurgency and insecurity in general. (Awortu, 2015) Food and 

nutrition insecurity are fundamental threats to human existence and the need 

to curb insecurity cannot be overemphasized. 

According to Isopi (2021) more than 3 million people have food insecurity and 

an equal high number of children are suffering from acute malnutrition. Isopi, 

the head of delegation for the European Union (E.U) said that over 2 million 

people remained displaced from their homes in the North-East of the country. 

According to her “A decade after the start of the insurgency in the North-east 

of Nigeria, the region is still suffering from loss of lives and property, food 

insecurity and a very poor standard of living”. Hundreds of thousands are living 

in overcrowded internally displaced persons camps; without proper access to 

sanitation and clean water. 

Adebisi, et al (2017) carried out a research on an appraisal of Boko Haram’s 

insurgency on the agricultural sector in Nigeria using the time series data 

analysis and t-test method to analyze the secondary data. The result of their 

findings showed that agricultural sector’s contribution to GDP was high before 

Boko Haram’s disruption but has reduced during the period of insurgency. The 

study recommended that government should take legal, justifiable action to 

ensure that the ills caused by Boko Haram to the agricultural sector are 

addressed and farmers encouraged with better incentives to go back to the 

farm. 

According to Nextier (2022) many Nigerian farmers are faced with recurrent 

terror and climate change. Rising violent conflicts limit access to farmlands, 

destroy farms and disrupt agricultural activities. It is also recorded that several 

farming communities double as killing fields for ravaging armed groups. The 

food and agricultural organization (FAO) estimates that about 14.4 million 

Nigerians face food crisis. Without robust solutions, threats to agricultural 

activities in Nigeria will deepen. It is claimed that insecurity in Nigeria and the 

Lake clad basin contributes to 54 percent of the food crisis in Africa, yet there 
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is no sufficient focus on how to address the effect of insecurity on food 

shortage as the Nigeria’s ruling class has linked the abundance or shortage of 

food items to agricultural reforms by the current administration or fluctuations 

in the pump price of petrol. The solution begins with addressing rural insecurity 

and ungoverned spaces. Data from the nextier violent conflict database 

indicate that most attacks happen in rural areas where farming communities 

are located. Without securing farming communities the goals of agro-

economic reforms may be unachievable. 

 

According to Eme et al (2014), 2:  

From Benue to Taraba, Nasarawa and Plateau in the north 

central region and Zamfara and Kaduna States in the North 

West, clashes between farmers and herdsmen have left in its 

trail heavy losses of lives and property. These losses of lives 

and property have adversely affected farming activities and 

other related businesses. This has resulted in a drastic 

reduction in farm outputs, a development that has heightened 

the fear of hunger. Already most farmers in the affected states 

have abandoned farms for fear of being attacked by 

herdsmen….several farmers have been displaced and 

disposesssed of their farms by armed men believered to be 

Fulani herdsmen……..in Benue State for example, women 

from Guma and Giver West Local governments have stayed 

away from farms for fear of being killed or raped by the 

marauders. 

 

The situation described above has not changed over the years. This is coupled 

with the menace of Boko Haram in the North East with farmers abandoning 

their farms and now living in internally displaced persons (IDPs) camps in other 

states. (Dominic, 2022). 

Eme et al (2014) have observed that the general insecurity in Northern Nigeria 

tells on the Southern part as fewer trucks now come down to the south these 

days with food items like onions, tomatoes, pepper, fruits, potatoes, yams, 

vegetables and the likes. 
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Conclusion 
With the foregoing, it is clear that if nothing holistic and comprehensive is done 
to bring about peace and order in the northern part of Nigeria the whole 
country will suffer for it as it brings food insecurity and also portends the 
danger of insecurity spreading to every part of the country. The agricultural 
sector is already plagued by a myriad of problems. In an attempt to understand 
the problem facing that sector and preventing it from becoming an engine of 
economic transformation, job growth and food security in Nigeria, the centre 
for strategic international studies (CSIS) paid a visit to Nigeria and discovered 
that there is poor market access, low access to credit, poor inputs, luke-warm 
political commitment, neglect of agricultural research and lack of competitive 
environment for agric business (Downie, 2017). The above coupled with 
insecurity call for serious concerns from all stakeholders. 
 
Recommendations  
From the reviews above, the following recommendations are made: 
(1) The government should demonstrate enough political will and rise up to 

the occasion to bring the challenge of insecurity under control and not 
only pay lip service to it. Addressing the needs of the Joint Task Force 
and making them more effective will help arrest security threats that 
hinder farmers from carrying out their legitimate business and change 
the narrative. 

(2)  All stake holders including the general public must show interest in the 
situation and make contributions towards salvaging the situation. We 
must talk about it, write about it and take actions. Security is 
everybody’s business. 

(3) The policy makers must be proactive in drawing up a course of action 
that will mitigate the effects of insecurity on agricultural productivity 
through programmes and projects that will boost food production to 
take care of the shortage of food and the resultant increase in prices of 
food items. 

(4) In the interim, the welfare of the millions of people who have fled their 
homes (largely farmers) should be taken care of. Plans to resettle them 
and get them back to the source of their livelihood must be made and 
implemented effectively. 

(5) The society needs value re-orientation where value for life, respect for 
the dignity of human persons and peace (the African values of being 
your brother’s keeper, social solidarity and communal life) can be given 
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their pride of place. Parents and agents of socialization should teach 
people to shun violence. 
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