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ABSTRACT
This paper
examines the
place of religion,
peace and
security in
Nigeria and the
challenges
ahead of the
nation today.
The paper also
examines the
various
concepts, that
is, religion,
peace and
national
security. It also
discusses the
following
elements: ethnic
politics, identity,
religious politics
identity,
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Introduction
his paper; examines the various concepts
relevant to topic before identifying their roles
in the national security. According to Yamsat
(1997), religion generally has to do with the
relationship with the one belief to be Supreme
Creator of humanity, the universe and all that therein.
Not only is it to do with the relationship with the
Supreme Creator, but it has to do with demands pf
this Divine Being with regards to how humans should
relate to one another End to the Creator of the world
here and now. Yamsat (1997) opined that ethics and
politics go hand in hand. Politics for the Greek is
about fair sharing; the sharing of power, the sharing
of resources and maintaining of justice for good of all
citizens of a given state or nation. It is about how
people in given society are to relate to one another,
how they can organize and develop their resources
for the benefit of all, how they can best protect their
interest.
Peace according to New Webster's dictionary of
English (1975), is the condition of pat exits when
nations or other groups are not fighting. It could be
described as friendly relationship between
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regional political identity and the challenges of today. The reaper
observes.: the problems of the security that affects the attitudes,
confidence and co-operation of all segment groups that made up the
Nigeria federation. It addressed, the roles of religion and politics in
sustaining the national security in Nigeria. Generally, national security is
a global issue that concerns every nation. National security is one of the
requirements to maintain the survival of the nation-state through the
use of economic, military, political power and exercise of. diplomacy.
The paper also makes conclusion, recommendations or suggestions,
Keywords: Religion, Peace, National security, Challenges, Today,
Nigeria
individuals. Shedrack (2006), defines peace as the absence of war, fair,
conflicts, anxiety, suffering and violence and about peaceful co-existence.
It is primarily concerned with creating and maintaining a just order in society
and the resolution of conflict by non-violent means. The quest for national
security is no doubt a known primary concern w every political community
from time immemorial- Indeed, the search for security might have been one
of several drives for the people to aggregate into bands, tribes or ethnic
groups, kingdoms and nation-states to join international organizations.
According to Ityavyar&Gundu, (2004) different people view the concept of
peace differently. Some see it as the absence of violence and threat to lives
and property. Others see it as the prevalence of tranquility, wealth and
heath in a given community. Others view peace at the individual level. This
is also called inner peace of mind which can be defined as the ability of a
person to achieve the heart's desire whether in good or bad health and
irrespective of the feelings of others and the society. The famous Saint
Augustine in his book "THE CITY OF GOD" defines peace as "the tranquility
of order". This can be translated as a state of calm that exist in all of nature.
Martin Luther King Jr was quoted to have said, that peace is not merely the
absence of violence, but also the presence of justice.
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For instance, Ityavyar&Gundu, (2004) also pointed that Muslim-Christian
Dialogue on Peace in Jos is a collection of papers presented by Muslim and
Christian leaders in a series of Advocacy seminars and lectures held in Jos as
part of the implementation of the EC supported project on Management
and resolution of ethno-religious conflicts in communities in Northern
Nigeria.In their project design, dialogue between Christians and Muslims
was identified as a major strategy in bringing members of the two faiths
together with the intention of building trust, understanding and respect for
one another. The advocacy seminars brought Muslims and Christians
together on about seven different dates and fora at which religious leaders
were invited to speak on different topics. Care was taken to invite especially
women and youth to all of the activities. Because women are normally
marginalized in the peace process, two of the advocacy seminars were
exclusively designed for women. One of the seminars also targeted youth
exclusively. The intention was to bring out the voice of women and youth
on peace and enable these 'marginal1 groups to share their perspectives on
peace building in Jos. In each of the seminars and lectures, participants were
allowed to ask questions and make comments on the speeches by the
invited leaders. Participants also broke into groups at which they
brainstormed on the possible causes of the incessant crises in Jos and
proffered solutions.
Gambo (2008) observes that during early stage of man's existence, the
quest for security was given expression in form of fruit gathering and
periodic hunting expression for purpose of meeting the basic socioeconomic requirements of the people. Human securityshould constitute the
bedrock of national security because it is the security of ordinary m and
woman in the society that translates into the security of the nation. National
security when viewed from this prism, would entail a deliberate and
sustained efforts at fostering a purposeful development that is relevant to
the basic needs of the people, a development which makes society not only
richer, but also just and which makes the life of individual better, free and
more fulfilling. From the foregoing, the working definition of security in this
paper sees it as encapsulating of security of life and properly, security
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ofeconomy andeconomic resources, areas of nation security, security of
food and raw material resources security of general health of the people,
security of the environment, and of national integrity in addition to military
components of physical security. Broadly put, nationalsecurityconnotes the
stable, corporate dynamic survival of a state. With this view of security in
mind, it is possible to argue that scientific and technological discoveries
haveimmenselyrevolutionized man's means of social reproduction in a way
that has implications for national security.
For instance, it is possible to undertake large scale agricultural production
with yield for exceeding the subsistence requirement of a household or
country. It is also possible for the different countries of the world to engage
in international exchange of goods and services.
METHODOLOGY
The study was guided by sociological analytical method. This methodology
is also common in other related field of studies which education is one of
them. The method is concerned with explaining societal level facts such as
typical religious belief and acting which directly haseffects in human
relation. The sources used were library documents both published and
unpublished books and articles were used.
(a) Ethnic politics and identity
According to Kazah (2003), the major attributes of an ethnic group
include common ancestral origin, culture, language, share values,
religion, territory and common sense of identity of belonging to
group. The latter can even be a complete construct. In Nigeria ethnic
politics is implicated in the problem of insecurity which has always
been emphasized by the political class. Whenever they aspire for
political office, they quickly identify themselves to the group they
belong in order to gain favour of that ethnic group claiming to carry
his ethnic group along when voted to power while the minority find
themselves in a state of insecurity.
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(b) Religious politics and identity
According to Gwamna (2010), the past three decades in Nigeria have
witnessed diverse conflicts, some of them very violent, from political
to economic with ethnic and religious underpinning. Politically
motivated or even economic crisis could easily be understood.
Religion and ethnicity have emerged as the constantly used elements
in fueling crises in Nigeria. Religion is becoming a division issue, and
constitutes a growing conflict flash point and ethnicity is the twin
evils which along with religion which pose serious threats to the
stability of the Nigerian nation. Gwamna (2010) says that most
students of the African political scene are agreed on the fact that
both ethnicity and religion are the most dangerous threats to the
attainment of democracy in Africa. It is a fact that religion is
compounding the ethnocentric rivalry in Nigeria. Today religion has
become a major defining factor of identity, particularly related to
political identity in Nigeria. Gwamna also says that almost the ethnic
gamut of social, political and economic relations resolve around
these two, identity formations, ethnic and religious violence is the
extreme manifestation of conflicts rooted in the crisis of identity. The
strategic conflict assessment reports in Nigeria notes that "religion
factors become dangerous when linked to politics but even more so
when linked to ethnicity and North-South divisions.
Nigeria consists of more than one hundred independent nation states
embracing over four hundred ethnic linguistic groups. The judicial
and administrative set-up within those nation states varied
considerably but by conceptual analysis in modern jurisprudence
each® those states practiced a matured system of law (Kukah, 1993).
Nigeria group identity include the dominantly Islamized ethnic-group
and nationalities such as theHausa, FulaniandKanuri, the dominantly
characterized ethnic group such as theIgho,Ibibios,Ijaws and Efik of
the south and the ethnic groups that are adherents in both Islam and
Christianity such as theYorubas in the south-west,Nupe, Igbira,
Igqla,Tiv and several ethnic groups in the middle belt. These
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categories of people have failed to resolve their differences.
According to Yakubu (2005), there are many causes of conflicts and
crisis in Nigeria, some of which were latent, and only exploded in the
1980's. We shall avoid the usual categories of political, economic,
cultural security and such causes of crises and conflicts in Nigeria.
Rather, we shall identify general causes of conflicts so as to give
indication of patterns of conflicts. The period of terminal colonial rule
had witnessed the development of mutual fears and suspicion
among Nigerian nationalists as they struggled to inherit political
power from the colonial authorities. At independence, there were
two problems, which still resisted the Nigerian deration: The
differential spread in the pattern of western education. How did
these played outas a root causes of conflicts of the 1980's?
(c) StructuralImbalance in Nigeria
Differential spread in western education suggests that the federal
structure of first republic was lopsided and this generated fears and
suspicious among groups. Northern Nigeria was in a position to hold
the whole country to ransom, as shown by following figures: the
northern region had 79% of the country's total area compared to the
eastern regions 8.3%, the western regions 8.5% and the mid-western
regions 4.2%. According to 1963 census figures, the regions
accounted for 53.5%,22.3%, 18.4%, and 4.6% of the total population
respectively. It was not surprising that in the southern part of the
country, there was always the fear of domination by virtue of the
northern regions large population in the context of a democratic
polity. The federal structure as existed made it virtually impossible for
the south to control political power at the center, given the ethnoregional politics of the country. These imbalances created problems
to hurt Nigeria's federal systems centrifugal force continued to haunt
Nigeria's federal balance.
(d) Challenges of today
The political implication is as Gambo (2008) said, the articulation of
dis-satisfaction with the structure of the Nigerian federation by
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minorities' ethnic nationalities in general and the oil producing
minorities in particular, has largely remained a source of sectional
tensions in Nigeria today. National unity and integration are
significantly threatened as the minority ethnic groups become deeply
socialized into culture of violence in their struggle to rise above the
slave culture of silence. The state itself has created its own problems.
(Gwamna, 2010) To serves that the state has appeared as an innocent
bystander in the religious conflicts when actually it is. not" for the
state actors are partisan in approach to religious issues. Religion has
post to a great extent, its spiritual authority of the society and has
become a tool of the state. Due to political expedience, many lives
have been lost in the name of religion. It has also been observed that
religion has suddenly assumed the role of defining identity, including
| political identity in Nigeria. This portends danger for the corporate
existence of Nigeria.
Role of Women in Peace Building
As mothers, entrusted with the responsibility of child bearing and to a large
extent nurturing and upbringing, women must realize that peace and
security must start at home in the hearts and minds of young people
(Ityavyar&Gundu, 2004). It is important to reassure young people that
behaviour is not predetermined by genes but it is a matter of choice as they
grow. Since those who go to war are husbands, sons and brothers, women
can influence them and their actions. Women have certain characteristics
and natural endowments that enable them to play the role of peace builders
more effectively than any other group. These include having good listening
and communications skills, willingness and flexibility to compromise,
compassion, less egocentric, less threatening or insistent on status, less
willing to opt for force, caring for real people above abstract things, having
better knowledge of local affairs etc. In addition, every woman has the ability
to speak the truth, to confront injustice and to forge a better future. Women
have the power to make the difference in society. What is desirable is to
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appreciate these gifts and put them into effective use rather than resort to
apathy, inertia or inferiority complex.
The Role of Youth in Peace Building
According to Ityavyar&Gundu, (2004), the youth in Nigeria form the major
background and foundation of peace building in different forms. Hence they
play roles of peaceful development and co-existence, without which I peace
will be an irony.While some know these roles, majority of youth are ignorant
of them. Proper implementation and awareness of these roles will no doubt
bring lasting peace and tranquility in the country. More than 50% of the
workforce of law enforcement agencies b f made up of the youth including
young men and women in their active years of life. It is their job to ensure
that the set down rules and regulations are not violated by members of the
community. This population of law enforcements youth is a negligible
person compared to the total population of Nigerian youth. I remaining has
a lot of role in avoiding crimes and maintain law and order. The Nigerian
youth should imbibe the culture of obeying rules of the land to foster
development. They should cultivate the habit of reporting crimes and
criminals to neighborhood. And also keep the security personnel informed
of any foul play in and around their immediate locality.
CONCLUSION
Gwamna (2010) has said traditionally, religions have been most of
separation rather than bridges of understanding between people, in spite
of peace potential of religions, ^organized and institutionalized religions
have not been able to prevent conflicts or to control I religious passion^
once they have aroused. This captures the typical Nigerian case where
Christian - Muslims relations have been characterized by mutual mistrust,
fears, bitterness, discrimination and even open conflict.
Best, (2007) pointed that on the assumption of office, the administrator,
Chris Alii announced a peace and reconciliation agenda for Plateau State.
The Peace Conference came to represent the climax of that agenda. The
conference was a state-wide response to conflict in Plateau State and to the
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search for solutions.The state government had earlier established a Study
Group headed by Dr. Joseph Golwa, to collect data from all over the state
and make plans leading to the Peace Conference. The Study Group was
required to do the following:
a. Collate reports of the previous committees and Judicial Commissions
related to different conflicts in the state.
b. Collate submissions made by communities, groups and individuals
during interactive interface sessions with the administrator for
subsequent transfer to the Peace Conference.
c. Codify all issues on the remote and immediate causes of the crises in
the state from 1999 to 2004.
d. Recommend a structure, methodology, scope, terms of reference and
timetable for the Peace Conference.
e. Design a report format for the Peace Conference.
f. Administer participants at the Peace Conference an establish liaison
with the State Government and agencies.
g. Be part of the Peace Conference
h. Provide secretariat facility for the Peace Conference
The paper examines the roles of religion and politics that turn to affect our
national security in various ways; the politics of religion bias, and political
underdevelopment, neglect, marginalization and even sharing resources.
RECOMMENDATIONS
The following recommendations are proffered:
i.
Religion should be out of the state politics, is just answerable to the
natural being.
ii.
The followers of religion should be tolerant each other in respect of
their faith differences.
iii.
Religious leaders should rise against the manipulation of religious
power by the political class in order to favour from their members.
iv.
The problematic issues in our national security are; ethno-religious
politics, and ethno-regional politics. There is need for the state to
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v.

provide solution to these by making available the resources
necessary for the teeming population and employment
opportunities for the youths. This will minimize politics and religious
violence that threatens institutional peace.
In order to ensure peace and national security, the use of diplomacy
to roughly allies and isolate threats.

REFERENCES
Bentor, W. (1995). The New Webster's Dictionary International edition. New York:
Lexicon, International Publishers' guilds.
Best, S.G. (2007), Conflict and Peace Building in Plateau State. Published by Spectrum
Books Limited, Ibaan Nigeria.
Gambo, A.N. (2008). Conflicts in the Niger-Delta and National security in Nigeria. Jos:
Mono Expressions Ltd.
Gwamna, J,D. (2010). Religious Fundamentalism in Northern Nigeria: Towards
aninterpretation. A paper presented at a day seminar on religion and post-conflict
peace building in Nigeria, organized by the centre for conflict management and peace
studies, University of Jos.
Gwamna, J.D. (2010). Religious and Politiepn Nigeria. Jos: TCCNN Bukuru.
Ityavyar, D., Akume, J., Lawal, M., Iliya, Y., Gundu, Z. (2004), Advocacy for Peace in Kaduna
and Plateau State, Nigeria. Publication of International Centre for Gender an Social
Research.
Ityavyar, D., Gundu, Z. (2004), Muslim/Christian Dialogue on Peace in Jos.
Kukah, H.M. (1993). Religious, Polities and Power in Northern Nigeria. Ibadan: Spectrum
Books Limited.
Shedrack, G.B. (2006). Peace and Conflict studies in Africa. Ibadan: Spectrum Books
Limited.
KazahToure,Kazah , (2003). Ethno-religious conflict in Kaduna State. Kaduna: Human
Rights Monitor.
Yakubu, A.M. (2005). Crisis and conflict management in Nigeria since 1980. Vol 1. Kaduna:
Nigerian Defense Academy, Kaduna State.
Yamsat, P. (1997). The Church and Politics: According to the Holy Bible. Jos: TCCNN
Bukuru.

196

TIJASDR
ISSN: 2067-4112

