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INTRODUCTION 
he importance of education has been adequately discussed 

in many fora and in different literature (Nwanne- 

Nzewunwa, 2009; Ojukwu & Nwanma, 2015 and Ojukwu & 

Onuoha, 2016; Osanti, 2012). It is in realization of the importance 

of education of the child that the government of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria in its 1999 constitution made a declaration of 

the right of every Nigerian child to education, irrespective of 

gender, tribe, religion or race. It makes sense to state that the 

lofty vision of education as enunciated in the constitution of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria would be realized in a serene and 

conducive school environment. According to Lehr (2014), the 

noble goals of education can never be achieved in a vacuum. They 

would be achieved in a conducive and peaceful school 

environment. If there is a feeling of insecurity within and outside 

the school environment, both students and teachers are likely to 

be deterred and this may inhibit academic performance of the 

students. 
Education is crucial in any type of society for the preservation of 

the lives of members and the maintenance of the social structure. 

Under certain circumstances, education also promotes social 

change. The greater proportion of education is informal, being 

acquired by the young from the example and behaviour of elders 

in the society. Under normal circumstances education grows out 

of the environment, the learning process being directly related to 

the pattern of work in the society. Education has been universally 

accepted as the bedrock and engine of growth. It is a child’s  
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passport out of poverty (Adeyinka, 2012). The highly prized possession that anyone can have 

is education. It is the foundation for higher living standards and an important tool in the long 

term eradication of poverty. Education provides individual with knowledge and information 

which in turn brings about desirable changes in the way people think, feel and act (Shittu, 

2013). 

Education is the imparting of knowledge, positive judgments and well developed wisdom. 

Education has one of its fundamental aspects, the imparting of culture from generation to 

generation. According to Adika (2012) education was defined as a relatively permanent change 

in behaviour as a result of experience. Education is the instrument for economic 

empowerment and development of sustainable economy. According to Ezeh (2008) stated 

that Education is often the best tool for creating wealth and happiness. Education can help 

long-term economic prospects and help people to obtain, keep, and maintain a home or 

business in the future. 

Learning outcomes according to Akanle (2007) refers to the degree of success attained in 

some general specified area. It is an end product of learning which its level and permanence 

are affected by various conditions existing at the time of learning as well as condition 

intervening between learning (Opara, 2008). Ezeh (2008) defines learning outcomes as the 

extent of success attained with effort and skill. In this study, good learning outcomes are 

scores from 40 to100 percent. Good learning outcomes are important to parents. In education 

institutions, success is measured by the degree of learning outcomes. As career competition 

selected from different secondary schools in Lagos state using stratified random sampling. 

A research instrument tagged “School Safety and Learning Outcomes Questionnaire 

(SSLOQ)” was used to collect data for the study. Pearson Product Moment Correlation, t-

test and Multiple Regression statistic were used to answer the research questions. 

Findings from the study revealed was significant relationship between school safety and 

learning outcomes among secondary school students (r =.212** p < 0.05). It shows that 

there was joint effect of the independent variables (school safety, physical facility and 

environment) on learning outcomes among secondary school students in Lagos state(R = 

0.913, p<.05).  The combination of the independent variables accounted for 83.1% 

(adjusted R2 = 0.831) of the total variance in the prediction of learning outcomes among 

secondary school students in Lagos state) and gender had no significant influence on 

learning outcomes among secondary school students [t (298) = 1.69; p > .05]. Based on 

the findings, it was recommended that owners of schools and other stakeholders in 

education should take bold steps to fence and protect school environments from 

intruders to ensure safety of the students. 

 
Keywords: School safety, Learning outcomes, secondary school students and Lagos state 
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grows ever fiercer in the working world, the importance of students doing well in school 

cannot be over emphasized. 

The quality of students’ learning outcomes remains at top priority for educators and the 

society at large. It is meant for making difference locally, regionally, nationally and globally. 

Educators, trainers, and researchers have long been interested in exploring variables 

contributing effectively to quality of learning outcomes of learners. For instance Olukoya cited 

Emery (2012) who affirmed that the academic achievement is the fundamental premium upon 

which all teaching-learning activities are measured using some criteria of excellence. 

Ogundele (2014) cited further that this means the learning outcomes of the students can be 

determined based on the student’s ability and the teachers levels of understanding of that 

particular course also the methodologies involved in teaching of the subjects.  

However, one of the major issues that seem to bother students, parents and stakeholders in 

Nigeria today is the learning outcomes of the students. According to Fehintola (2009), poor 

learning outcomes of students in internal and external examinations is one of the problems 

and challenges facing the educational system in Nigeria today. Education itself helps 

individuals to adapt to a new environment (Ojukwu, 2016). In Nigeria, education is seen as one 

of the means of getting to the top hierarchy in any endeavor. Thus, poor learning outcomes 

usually brings about sadness and frustration to the individual concerned and to his/her parents 

as well as other members of the family. As a matter of fact, it gives parents and students 

feelings of satisfaction and joy when children excel academically (Fehintola, 2009; Ojukwu, 

2016). 

Learning outcomes entails that students are required to maintain a satisfactory academic 

record and meet the obligations of the courses they are enrolled (Ojukwu, & Nwanma 2015). 

Learning outcomes is the outcome of education, the extent to which a student achieved the 

educational goals. Put in another way, good learning outcomes is the personal comportment 

and commitment of the student to actualize his/her academic purposes which may include 

concentrating on one’s studies, having confidence to success oriented academic activities in 

school and so in other to maximally actualize his life career or dream (Olofintoye, 2005). Good 

or bad learning outcomes can make or mar the goals of a student’s life as well as the national 

goals and development. A good academic performance would bring about the motivation and 

enthusiasm the student needs to attain a high academic standing when compared with his/her 

mates. It brings about resilience and makes the student success-oriented (Morgan, 2002). 

Students’ poor learning outcomes has for some time been attributed to teachers’ 

ineffectiveness, poor intelligent quotient of the students and poor mental alertness of the 

students, with less or no reference to the effect of insecurity of the school environment and 

its related factors. Nevertheless, educators and psychologists have realized that many 

students perform poorly in their academic work not because they do not possess the mental 

ability to do well but because they may have been affected by the insecurity of the school 

environment. In this line, Ojukwu and Nwanma (2015) as well as Ojukwu and Onuoha (2016) 

have reported influenced respectively students’ behavior and their psychosocial adjustment. 
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The saying that ‘safety and learning go hand-in-hand’ explains the interrelationship of safety 

with education. This assertion is generally taken to mean that safety is crucial to students’ 

well-being and learning. A safe school is a place where students can get a high-quality 

education without the threat of violence.Thus, creating and maintaining a safe school 

environment is a vision share by all schools. In recent times, schools globally are at the 

receiving end of many dastard acts of insecurity and violence. According to United Nations, 

the protracted nature of conflicts – as induced by educational goals and means - keeps affecting the 

futures of entire generations of children. Report by the United Nations International Children 

Emergency Fund had it that, not less than 87 countries are reported to have cases of attack 

on education between year 2014 and 2018 (UNICEF, 2020). In effect, occurrences of scourge 

of banditry, kidnapping, rape, suicide and the likes as being experienced in schools are 

becoming rampant so much that it dominates public debates and outcry (Ojukwu and Onuoha, 

2016). This is giving scholars and stakeholders concerns. 

Safe school is an environment that is free from threat and danger emanating from within 

and/or without the school environment. The school as an organisation and a knowledge-

building body requires a safe environment to attain its (educational) objectives. Safety in 

school is both physical and psychological. The physical school environment encompasses the 

school building itself and other contents that include infrastructure, furniture, and the use and 

presence of chemicals and biological agents; the site on which a school is located; and the 

surrounding environment with which children may come into contact, as well as nearby land 

uses, roadways and other hazards.  The concept of insecurity connotes the state or quality of 

being insecure. Security in simple terms means protection of lives and properties from 

destruction. According to Onifode, Imhonopl and Uorim (2013) security is the dynamic 

condition which involves the relative ability of a state to counter threats to its core values and 

interest and their primary beneficiaries are the citizens.  

In addition, sharing the view Ojukwu and Nwanma (2015) stated that an insecureperson 

perceives the world as a life threatening jungle, feels unsafe, unhappy, rejected, hostile, and 

pessimistic, shows a sign of tension, conflict and guilt, and tends to be neurotic and generally 

egocentric. According to Ojukwu and Nwanma (2015), insecure school environment, including 

the dilapidated conditions and teachers’ negative attitude to condone and accept the 

emotional needs of students, which will lead to undue influences and clashes of a local 

community interfering with school business. Also, they stated that in insecure school 

environments the psychological problems of the students are never met or carelessly handled, 

there are always segregations in the school community along religions, tribal and sectarian 

lines as students may ignore teachers’ directives and may also challenge the teachers on 

certain concepts and school properties may likely be deliberately damaged by the students to 

show their disapproval of managements decisions (Ojukwu & Nwanma, 2015). Also Ojukwu 

and Nwanma (2015) reported that in a school environment characterized by insecurity, 

lateness is the norm in school and students are allowed to freely use handsets and phones. 

Annually, the external results of the school are always bad as a result of poor teaching climate 
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of the school as having been shown by 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020 WAEC results. Other 

instances of insecurity of the school environment include that sometimes female staff and 

students complain of being raped or impregnated leading to school dropout (Ojukwu & 

Nwanma, 2015). Also, parents complain that their children are bullied and injured and the 

classrooms are overcrowded, poorly ventilated and lit (Ghazi, Shahzada, Tariq & Khan, 2013). 

The above painted school environment may most likely affect students’ learning outcomes. 

The levels at which the afore-mentioned variables can positively or negatively interact with 

each other in the school environment will usually help to make or mar teaching and learning 

which may affect students’ performance. The end result is that it brings effectiveness in the 

classroom, enhances students’ cooperation and learning, promotes love and efficient 

planning by the school authorities where it is positive and vice versa where it is negative 

(Ojukwu & Nwanma, 2015 and Ojukwu & Onuoha, 2016). Again the negative impact of the 

above painted variables may help to encourage low academic performance. Because of the 

negative effect the insecurity of the school environment may have on the academic 

performance of the secondary school students, this study has become necessary. Therefore, 

the focus of this study is to examine the perception of school safety and learning outcomes in 

a context of national security. The result of the findings will help proffer possible solutions to 

the prevailing and nagging problems of learning outcomes by our adolescents and students. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

Recently major stakeholders in Education such as government, industries, communities, 

parents, schools even students and many others have been lamenting over the poor quality 

of Nigerian students in both learning and character suggesting a poor learning outcomes. 

Researchers and authors have speculated reasons for the failure on the part of the Nigerian 

students in secondary schools to acquire the necessary social, psychological and academic 

skills to cope with demands of life and living in and outside the school. Their findings and 

suggestions tend to point at those issues which tend to waste students’ time and then have 

false notions about true life situations. Others have focused on teaching and learning 

materials as well as students themselves. An area that seems to have been neglected by past 

researchers is the effect insecurity of school environment or school safety will have on the 

learning outcomes of the secondary school students. Educators have long emphasized that 

many students perform poorly in their academic work not because they do not possess the 

mental ability to do well. An area that seems to have been neglected by researchers is the 

issue of school safety and the effect it could have on the learning outcomesof the secondary 

school students. 

According to Ojukwu and Nwanma (2015), since the inception of democracy in Nigeria in 1999, 

insecurity has become a major issue of concern to every citizen. On a daily basis the media has 

continued to highlight and discuss incessant cases of armed robbery, kidnapping, bombings, 

abductions, rape, cultic activities and a high rise in ethnic and communal clashes, which have 

become regular occurrences and have characterized life in Nigeria (Nwangwa, 2014). Media 
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report are awash with the number of lives lost as a result of terrorist, insurgent and other 

attacks that seem to be alarming. As if some places in the country can be walled off from the 

negative impact of violence, our academic (schools) institutions have also become hot spots 

where cases of insecurity are recorded (Ojukwu & Nwanma, 2015). The main interest, 

motivation and problem of this study thereforeis to investigate the perception of school 

safety and learning outcomes in a context of national security. 

Considerable attempts may have been made at researching on some variables or factors 

affecting students’ learning outcomes but little or none has focused on the effect of school 

safety on the learning outcomes of secondary school students. Also, given the wide ranging 

effects of students’ poor learning outcomes and its concomitant social and destructive 

emotional effects on the students, parents, society and the nation It is appropriate and should 

be a welcome development to investigate the perception of school safety and learning 

outcomes in a context of national securitywith the view of proffering solutions for a better 

performance by students. 

 

Objectives of the Study 

The main objective of this study was, to examine the perception of school safety and learning 

outcomes in a context of national security. 

 

Research Questions 

1. What is the relationship between school safety and learning outcomes among 

secondary school students? 

2. What is the effect of school safety and demographical factors on learning outcomes 

among secondary school students. 

3. What are the relative effects of school safety, physical facility and environment on 

learning outcomes among secondary school students in Lagos state? 

4. What is  the statistical significance of the difference between male and female students 

learning outcomes due to safety of the school environment in a context of national 

security? 

 

METHODOLOGY 

Research Design 

The descriptive survey research design was adopted for the study using an expost-facto 

research method. This was considered appropriate because, it is an empirical method which 

presents a description of events as they were and the variables were not manipulated. The 

design also enhanced easy collection of factual information on the perception of school safety 

and learning outcomes in a context of national security. 

 

Population of the Study 

The population of the study comprises of secondary school students in Lagos state. 
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Sample and Sampling Technique 

Stratified random sampling technique was used to select the participants from the population 

of the study. This technique was employed because the population of the study was broken 

into strata considering the school locations and types (private and public) secondary schools. 

With each stratum a representative of the population of the study. Three hundred and ten 

participants were selected from the population of adolescents in secondary schools in Lagos 

state.  It was assumed that the selected samples have common characteristics or elements of 

the population of the study.  Based on this, an inference was drawn and generalization was 

made on the population of the study. 

 

Research Instruments 

A single instrument tagged “School Safety and Learning Outcomes Questionnaire 

(SSLOQ)was used for the study. This is divided into three sections, namely sections A, B and 

C. 

Section A contains demographic variables such as gender, age, religion, occupation of 

parents, parental level of education, duration for which parents get divorced, who have they 

been living with, knowledge of any siblings.  

Section B consists of 15 items measuring school safety among respondents in Lagos State.  The 

participants were asked to respond to a 5-point rating scale ranging from Strongly Agree (5) 

to Strongly Disagree (1). It yielded a Cronbach alpha value of 0.80. 

Section C consists of 10 items measuring Learning outcomes as perceived by adolescents in 

Lagos State. The participants were asked to respond to a 5-point rating scale ranging from 

Strongly Agree (5) to Strongly Disagree (1).  

 

Validity of the Instruments 

In order to measure the extent to which the survey instrument has been able to achieve its 

aims, the process of content validity was employed by cross-examination and verification. The 

knowledge gained from other investigations, literature review, theoretical framework and the 

research method helped in validating the content of the instrument. In addition, a more 

practical avenue for consultation within and outside the department of the researcher was 

implored. These brought about the opportunity to check and test the items as the work 

progresses.In addition, the researcher extended frontier consultation of lectures including the 

researcher supervisor for necessary critic and suggestion for amended in the questionnaire 

only the relevant and valid consisting of the questionnaire. 

 

Reliability of Instrument 

Pilot study was conducted to revalidate the instrument that was used for this study and it was 

conducted among 20 participants from Ogun state which is different from the sampled area. 

The research instrument was subjected for reliability and the result was reported. 
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Administration of the Instrument 

The instrument was personally administered to the respondents by the researcher with the 

help of some research assistant at the designated schools who is well trained on how to 

administer the questionnaire and get familiar with the instrument. The respondents were 

assured that their response was meant for research purpose only. A total of 310 copies of 

questionnaire was rolled out and taken to the field. The properly filled 300 copies were taking 

to the analyst for analysis. 

 

Method of Data Analysis 

The data collected and processed in the computer using Statistical Package for Social Science 

student version 20.  Simple percentage distribution and frequency count was used for the 

socio-demographic characteristics of the respondents. The research questions were analysed 

using correlation, t-test and Multiple Regression statistic. 

 

RESULT 

Research Question One: What is relationship between school safety and learning outcomes 

among secondary school students? 

Table 1: The summary table showing significant relationshipschool safety and learning 

outcomes among secondary school students 

Variable Mean Std. Dev. N Df    R P Remark 

Learning outcomes 

 

School safety 

43.1443 

 

37.1086 

7.11099 

 

7.32514 

 

300 

 

298 

 

.212** 

 

  .05 

 

 

     Sig. 

 

Result from Table 1 shows that there was significant relationship between school safety and 

learning outcomes among secondary school students(r =.212** p < 0.05). Hence, the null 

hypothesis was rejected. This implies that school safety had impact on the learning outcomes 

of secondary school students. 

This is in line with the findings of Ojukwu and Onuoha (2015) that the effect of school safety is 

highly associated with changes in learning outcomes by the adolescents. The adolescents are 

highly preoccupied with insecurity which makes them lose concentration and affect learning 

outcomes but safety in school plays pivotal roles on learning outcomes among in-school 

adolescents.Olafintoye (2005) that the school safety had drastic effects on children‘s learning 

outcomes. Children who grew under the good school climate condition and secured places 

yield positive significant relationship to learning outcomes among secondary school students. 

 

Research Question Two:What is the effect of school safety and demographical factors on 

learning outcomes among secondary school students? 
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Table 2: Multiple Regression Analysis on joint contribution of the variables 

Multiple R                              =   0.913 

Multiple R2                                            =  0.833 

Multiple R2(Adjusted)           =   0. 831 

Standard Error of Estimate    =  3. 71435 

Source of Variation Sum of Squares Df Mean of 

Squares 

F-Ratio      P 

Regression     23761.043 3 5940.261  

430.579 

 

.000 Residual       4759.746 296    13.796 

Total     28520.789 299 

 

The table 2 above shows that there was joint effect of the independent variables (school 

safety, physical facility and environment)on learning outcomesamong secondary school 

students in Lagos state(R = 0.913, p<.05).  The combination of the independent variables 

accounted for 83.1% (adjusted R2 = 0.831) of the total variance in the prediction of learning 

outcomesamong secondary school students in Lagos state. The analysis of variance of the 

multiple regression data yielded an F-ratio value which was found to be significant at 0.05 

Alpha level (F = 430.579, p< 0.05). This shows that the independent variables jointly 

contributed to learning outcomes.In line with this finding, a combination of variables like 

physical structure and school safety has been observed by Wang (2010) on learning outcomes 

while the combination of variables like school environment and safety in school have also 

been observed by Ossai (2012) on learning outcomes among senior secondary school 

students. 

 

Research Question Three:What are the relative effects of school safety, physical facility and 

environmenton learning outcomesamong secondary school students in Lagos state? 

Table 3: The relative contribution of each of the Independent Variables onLearning outcomes 

among secondary school students in Lagos state 

 Unstandardized 

Coefficients 

 Standardized 

Coefficients 

T Sig. Remark  

 B Std. 

Error 

Beta    

(Constant) 4.449 3.314  1.343 .000 Sig 

School safety .321 .120 .528 8.675 .000 Sig 

School 

Environment 

.545 .067 .410 5.537 .000 Sig 

School physical 

facilities 

.345 .107 .310 3.537 .000 Sig 

a Dependent Variable: learning outcomes 
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Table 3 indicates the contributions of each of the independent variables to the prediction of 

learning outcomes among secondary school students in Lagos state. In terms of magnitude 

of the contribution: school safety contributed most to the prediction of learning outcomes 

among secondary school students ( = 0.528, t = 8.675, p < 0.05), followed by school physical 

facilities ( = 0.310, t = 3.537, p < 0.05) and followed by school environment ( = 0.410, t = 5.537, 

p < 0.05). This finding is corroborated by the study of Olafintoye (2005); Wang (2010); Ossai 

(2012) who found that the above variables have independent effect on learning outcomes 

among senior secondary school students. 

 

Research Question four:What is the statistical significance of the difference between male 

and female students learning outcomes due to safety of the school environment in a context 

of national security. This was tested using T-test for independent sample and the result is 

presented in table 3 below 

Table 4: T-test for Independent Samples showing the difference between male and female 

on learning outcomes 

DV Gender N Mean              SD T Df P 

 Male 177 64.19 9.78    

Learning 

outcomes 

    1.69 298 > .05 

 Female 123 62.27 8.19    

        

 

Table 4 presents results on the difference between male and female on learning outcomes 

among secondary school students. It is shown that gender had no significant influence on 

learning outcomes among secondary school students [t (298) = 1.69; p > .05]. Further, male 

students (X = 64.19; SD = 9.78) and female students (X = 62.27; SD = 8.19) reported similar 

learning outcomes.The findings revealed that gender had no significant influence on learning 

outcomes among secondary school students and further revealed that male and female 

students reported similar learning outcomes. In view of this, sex difference on p learning 

outcomes among secondary school students was examined to give more clarifications on the 

matter. Ojukwu, and Onuoha (2016) who reported that there is no significant difference could 

be attributed to sex or gender differences and it is also similar with these findings who 

reported that no significant sex differences on learning outcomes. 

 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

In conclusion, the results from this study have extended and called for more research 

regarding safety and the school environment vis-a-vis students’ learning outcomes. Students’ 

poor learning outcomes has for some time been attributed to factors such as school 

environment, school physical facilities and safety of the students among others with less or 

no reference to the effect of safety of the school environment andits related factors. 
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However, in the global search for the poor learning outcomes of Nigerian secondary school 

students, educators and psychologists have realized that many students perform poorly in 

their academic work not because they do not possess the mental ability to do well but because 

they have been affected by other factors. Hence, the finding revealed there is significant 

relationship between school safety and learning outcomes, also there is effects of safety in 

school on learning outcomes and gender difference does not have significant difference on 

learning outcomes among secondary school students. 

Major findings showed that safety of the school environment significantly affects the learning 

outcomes of secondary school students while smoking of Indian hemp, hard drugs, student’s, 

cult, violent activities, kidnapping, armed robbery, parents confrontation of teachers, sexual 

harassment, rape, using of guns and bullying of junior by senior students among others are 

major factors that constitute insecurity of the school environment.  

Based on the findings of this study, efforts should be made by owners of schools as well as 

stake holders in education to ensure that school environments are fenced and protected to 

ward off intruders from the school premises so that students can have a sense of security 

which will allow them to concentrate and improve on their academic performance. 

There is need to review planning standards on location of schools, especially along the 

highways, in the central business district and industrial area where high volume of high 

capacity vehicle traffic ply. The requirement for planning permission by school proprietors 

should include traffic impact of the proposed location among others. In addition, restriction 

of elementary schools to neighbourhood should adequately be enforced by the development 

control departments and monitored through periodic review and updating of data relating to 

schools in the metropolis.  

Furthermore, planners should incorporate road safety features into land-use, urban planning 

and transport planning. Emphasis should be placed on development of traffic-calming 

schemes within the school area to control and alter road users’ (drivers’) behavior. Measures, 

such as positioning safety and security operatives around the school corridor with adequate 

information system will improve the consciousness of school pupils. In the light of prevailing 

safety and security challenges in the country, safety and security education should be 

promoted in schools with individual parents complimenting such education by finding time to 

enlighten their wards about safety and security precautions. 
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