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Introduction 
DEFINITION OF CONCEPTS. 

here is the persuasion here to briefly define certain concepts 

making up the question before delving into the analysis 

proper. Such terms include the following: 
 

UNDERSTANDING:  

According to oxford languages online dictionary 2022, understanding 

is the ability to understand something ,in fact comprehension. It can 

also imply sympathetic awareness or tolerance. 

 

NIGERIA 

Nigeria is defined as an African country on the Gulf of Guinea, has 

many or rich natural landmarks and wildlife reserves protected areas 

such as cross River Ntional park and Yankari National park, have 

waterfalls  dense forest, Savanna and rare climate habitats .One of the 

most  recognizable sites is Zuma rock, a 725m tall monolith outside 

the capital of Abuja that is pictured on the national currency.   

 

CIRCULAR NATION 

A circular nation or state is an idea pertaining to secularity ,whereby a 

state is or purports to be officially neutral in matters of religion , 

supporting no religion or irreligion. A secular  state claims to treat all 

its citizens equally regardless of religion  and claims to avoid 

preferential treatment for a citizen based on their religious beliefs, 

affiliation etc. 

 

U 

T 

ABSTRACT  
Nigeria as a country 

being circular in its 

nature implies a 

situation where 

people from other 

religions and ethnic 

nationalities and 

backgrounds are 

considered duly and 

considered to be 

accorded the 

necessary privileges 

both in the scheme 

of things and other 

wise. Let the above  

be as it may. Since 

the amalgamation 

of the various parts 

of the country in the 

year 1914, the 

journey to the 

actualization of 

great things has 

seemed an ardous 

task as the 

amalgamated 

protectorates have 

found it sacrilegious 

to co-habit with 

each other making 
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CENTURY 

A period of one hundred years. It is considered a score in a sporting event , especially a batman’s 

score of a hundred runs in cricket. 

 

IMPLICATION 

This simply mean the conclusion tghat can be drawn from something although it is not explicitly  

stated.  It also mean tghe action or state of being involved in something. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

By implication,Nigeria is a country with close 200 million population. While it boast of the major 

ethnic grouping, it has also hundreds  of minor ethnic groups.It is on record too to mention that 

the country does not have one legalized or recognized ethnic group meaning that citizens are free 

to practice religions of their choice without harassment, assault or obligation. Be the above as it 

may, some people from other originalities have in recent times  felt hell bent to coarce people 

who are not of the same faith with them to cease to exist.  One thing that need to be said is the 

fact that no one individual, can occupy the whole country all alone. Can even one person live in 

isolation of others. Who doesn’t need others in this wide whole country. It is disheartening that 

over and over again we hear certain set of people brag ownership right over the whole parts of 

thye country not putting into consideration the fact that the nation is too large for one person to 

singly occupy. If actually people bear that in mind, why do we kill ourselves in the name of religion. 

Human life cycle is too short. We really are  on transit and after life, the society continues to be. 

In the present 21st century Nigeria is one characterized of too much killings, and the worst of it all 

is that despites peas from different quarters for killers to stop the killings nothing seem to be 

achieved. Such pleas seem to have been falling on deaf ears leaving much to be desired. One thing 

has been a plain truth,the killings in Nigeria are sponsored by disgruntled elements and people 

who feel dissatisfied with the way positions and things are been shared in the country. This in real 

fact leaves much to be desired and also leaves a sore taste on the mouth.  

 

 

the various parts of the country look tensioned and delicate if not fragile. The question every 

right  thinking Nigerian should ask him/herself and answer is this. How did we arrive at where 

we are today?  Is it by intention or omission? How well can we tolerate ourselves and live 

together? If impossible, how then can we all actualize self determination other than breed 

bitterness and bigotry. The above  statement form the gamut of this study. A handful of data 

collection techniques were used in this study as interviews, periodicals, journal and the 

internet. The functionalist theory was adopted for this study thereafter,the conclusion was 

drawn. 
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UNDERSTANDING NIGERIA AS A CIRCULAR NATION 

Nigeria as we know is the most populous African country with a population of over 218million in 

the year 2022. The country is home to the world’s  largest Muslim and Christian populations, 

simultaneously, Nigeria is divided in half between Muslims who live mostly in the north and 

Christians who live mostly in the south: indigenous religions, such as those native to the Igbo and 

Yoruba ethnicities , are in the minority. The Christians share of the Nigeria’s population is on 

decline due to lower fertility rate compared to Muslims in the North 

Most Nigerian Christians are Protestants (broadly defined), though about a quarter are catholic. 

The majority of Nigerian Muslims are either Sunni or non denominational Muslims. Many Sunni 

Muslims are members of Sufi brotherhoods or Tariga. Most Sufis follow the Qadirinyya,Tijaniyyah 

or Mouride movement.  A significant shia minority also exists . There are also  Ahmadiyya and 

Mahdiyya minorities . In terms of Nigeria’s major ethnic groups’ religious affiliations the Hausa 

ethnic group in the north is mostly Muslim,the Yoruba tribe in the west is divided among mainly 

Muslim and Christians with many followers of traditional religions, while the Igbo of the east and 

the Ijaw in the south are predominantly Christians with some practitioners of traditional religions. 

The middle belt of Nigeria contains the most of the majority ethnic groups in Nigeria and they are 

mostly Christian converts as well as members of traditional religions with few Muslim converts. 

Twelve Muslim- majority northern states have incorporated sharia courts into their legal systems 

with the power and jurisdiction of these courts waxing and waning over the past two decades. In 

some of these states, sharia  courts are optional arbitration courts for personal status issues 

where as in others, sharia has effectively replaced the formerly secular state level legal system in 

both civil and criminal  contexts. This has brought controversy due to its discriminatory practices 

towards  religious and sexual minorities  Northern Nigeria has also been the site of ongoing 

Islamist insurgency which has led to the death and displacement of tens of thousands of people. 

Nigeria has one iof tghe largest Muslim populations in west Africa. In Nigeria, about 52 percent of 

the population is Muslim. Most of Nigeria’s Muslim  population live in the Northern and central 

states. Islam was introduced to northern and central Nigeria in the middle Age as early as the 11th 

century and was well established in the major capitals of the region by the 16th century, spreading 

into the country side and toward the Middle Belt uplands. Shehu Usman Dan Fodio established a 

government in Nigeria. 

 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK. 

Functionalism has been considered one of the main stream theories of sociology. Infact, it is 

considered the most outstanding or dominant theory in sociology because it discusses how 

important various components of the society could be to each other. William James is credited to 

the founding of Functionalism though certain others became part of the school of thought. 

He(James ) founded it in the 19th century. The paradigm of this school of thought is that the 

society can be likened to a human organism having various parts. In essence what it means is that 

the various parts are coordinated into a whole. When there is any anomaly in one part of the 

society it will result in anomaly in all the parts. And the society can have tranquillity when there is 

no recorded chaos, perse.   

Religion has been considered as an integral part of the society, infact, it is part of the sub –

structure. Here we are using the language circular meaning multiple religion. 
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It is in this regard believed that any abnormality in religion as an integral part of the Nigerian 

society will definitely give birth to crisis no matter how. That makes our religion very important 

and delicate. 

 

POSSIBLE WAYS OF IMPROVING GOOD/ CORDIAL RELATIONSHIPS IN NIGERIA. 

Here are possible ways to improve relationships among Nigerians 

1) The study of peace education should be intensified in our high institutions.  

2) Religious institutions should brace up to the challenge of canvassing for lasting peace in the 

country 

3) 3) Individuals should   realize that absence of peace which is chaos pays no  one neither does 

it do anyone any good. 

4) 4) There won’t be any possibility of progress without peace and tranquillity that makes 

peace even most important.  
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