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Introduction 
ecurity in the Nigeria's maritime domain captured the 

attention of people in the 1990s, but this has received 

increased attention from stakeholders since 2000 because of 

the increase in the spate of sea piracy off the coast of Somalia and 

elsewhere as well as crimes on the seas such as drugs and human 

trafficking. Many countries and other international actors have given 

increased attention to issues relating to sea piracy and other maritime 

security threats in their security agenda. Such countries include 

France, India, United States, and United Kingdom. At multilateral 

level, the European Union (EU), the African Union, and the G7 have 

also taken the issue more seriously (Chatham House, 2018). 
According to African Center for Strategic Studies (2015), the economic 

health of West African sub-region is largely dependent on the 

elimination of maritime security threats such as sea piracy and oil 

bunkering. The foregoing is as a result of the fact that the Gulf of 

Guinea is a transit hub for most of the West African's over $252 billion 

USD worth of trade. The sub-region equally serve as a major transport 

route for export and import of petroleum products. This further 

shows that increase in the level of piracy attacks on the sea affects 

the economies of states within the Gulf of Guinea and beyond in 

several ways.  

The importance of the maritime domain in enhancing economic 

security of Nigeria cannot be overemphasized because of its huge 

deposit of oil and gas. Nevertheless, the maritime domain in the 

country has been confronted with security threats, internal conflicts, 

poverty, international disputes in the Gulf of Guinea, among other 

challenges; hence deterring the country from reaping the full benefits 

derivable from its location in the Gulf of Guinea. Nigeria loses about 

$600 million USD in export earnings every year because of sea piracy 

attacks alone. Nigeria equally lost nearly $115.4 billion USD to oil theft  
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from 2000 to 2008 as well as about $7.7 billion per day illegal oil bunkering in 2011 (Shafa, 2011). 

In the Nigerian coastal states, sea piracy has equally contributed to increase in illegal arms 

trafficking, resulting in the seizure of 13 containers of illegal arms at Apapa Sea Port, Lagos State, 

in October 2010. Though countries like Cameroon, Mali, Nigeria, Kenya, Senegal, Guinea and 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) are threatened by sea piracy and other maritime security 

threats in West Africa, Nigeria, DRC, Cameroon, Code' D'Ivoire, Mali, Sudan, and Kenya ranked 7.65, 

6.45, 4.96, 5.95, 5.90, 5.75, and 5.56 respectively (Enact, 2019). 

Sea piracy in Nigeria has huge implications for economic security in Nigeria, West Africa, Africa, and 

the world at large because of the geostrategic position of the country in international trade. As at 

2007, there were over 100 attacks on vessels in Nigeria's maritime domain, even though the spate 

of the attacks reduced in 2009 due to Amnesty Programme between the government and the 

militants (Ebo'o, 2019). The spate of sea piracy increased again when the Amnesty Programme was 

suspended by President Muhammadu Buhari with its huge impact on the economic security of 

Nigerians. In spite of the efforts of the government to secure the country's maritime domain, sea 

piracy continues to pose threats to economic security of Nigeria. Therefore, this paper is geared 

towards the examination of the spate of sea piracy and how it has affected the economy of Nigeria 

with particular reference to the economic security of the people in the coastal states. 

 

Conceptual Framework 

Sea Piracy 

Defining sea piracy is difficult just like defining every other concept in the social sciences, hence 

many scholars have defined the concept in several ways to suit their purpose at any point in time. 

International Cooperation on Combating Maritime Piracy (2015) perceived sea piracy as the oldest 

international crime, but in the contemporary world, maritime piracy is a well-structured system, 

which aims at investing into proceeds from crime into their nurturing their political influence, 

economic security in Nigeria's coastal areas. Data for the paper were collected from secondary 

source and analysed using content analysis. Findings from the study, among other things, showed 

that sea piracy resulted in loss of revenue to the government, fishermen/fisherwomen, operators 

of maritime businesses, among other human security threats in Nigeria's coastal states. The 

implications for the findings is that sea piracy was found to be detrimental to efforts at enhancing 

economic security of the people in Nigeria's coastal areas. Among other things, it was 

recommended that the federal government should cooperate more with other littoral states in 

the Gulf of Guinea in tackling the challenges of sea piracy through joint security operations since 

the crime is trans-national in nature; and that the government should adequately compensate 

fishermen/fisherwomen and maritime business operators who have suffered loss due to sea 

piracy in order to revitalise their economic activities for enhanced security of the people of the 

Nigeria coastal areas. 
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kidnapping, human trafficking, drug trafficking, and arms trafficking. However, the author did not 

show the perspective of sea piracy to domestic law, which is vital in the understanding of the 

dynamism of the crime. 

According to Mason (2010), sea piracy is an act of robbery from the perspective of common law, 

and it is carried out on the high seas. Nevertheless, the crime of robbery by a non-United States 

citizen committed on the high seas on board a vessel owned by subjects of a foreign state was not 

regarded as piracy under the Act of 1790; hence was not punishable in the United States courts. 

Though the author stated the nature of sea piracy under domestic law in the United States, the 

perspective of the crime from international law was not explored. 

Under international law, maritime piracy is committed beyond the territorial jurisdictions, while 

under domestic law, it is committed within the territorial jurisdiction of states. According to the 

author, definition of sea piracy by United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) in 

Article 101 shows that sea piracy is committed on the high seas, committed for private ends, and 

done by one ship on another ship. However, this definition suggests that sea piracy cannot be 

sponsored by a state, which is not what is obtainable in real life. 

Otto (2018) noted that in the eye of international law, sea piracy is any act of violence carried out 

for private ends on the high seas by one vessel against another. This definition, according to the 

author is not in tandem with modern realities of practical activity. The definition excludes acts of 

crime in territorial waters as sea piracy; hence making West Africa piracy hotbeds. Nevertheless, 

the author did not define the crime to show its scope of jurisdiction. 

Sea piracy is defined as a universal crime given the fact that international law recognise the crime 

as crime against international law, which is subject to universal jurisdiction. Sea piracy means 

armed robbery activities at sea. Pirates have goals for crime activities which is driven by private 

gains and benefits from robbing ships (Kyrychenko, 2018). Though the author pointed out some of 

the motivations for sea piracy, the concept was not defined to include the nature and impact of 

sea piracy, which is vital to this paper. 

Nwalozie (2020) defined sea piracy s a universal crime that hampers free movement of ships 

conveying people and goods, with its attendant economic impact. The perpetrators of sea piracy 

are usually well-armed with sophisticated weapons in order to effectively hijack a vessel or vessels, 

and redirect them to their desired location for the payment of an expected ransom.   

Therefore, this paper adopts the definition of sea piracy by Nwalozie because it is deemed most 

appropriate.  By hampering the movement of ships and people as well as robbing the ship and its 

passengers, the means of livelihood of the people could be affected as people lose their money 

and goods, while ship operators lose their ships to the sea pirates. This shows possible connection 

between sea piracy and economic life of a country as Nwalozie pointed out. 

 

Economic Security 

Before examining the general concept of economic security, it is vital to first examine the concept 

of security. The concept of security originated in the 17th century during the Thirty Years War in 

Europe. The war resulted to the signing of the Treaty of Westphalia in 1648, which brought about 

the creation of the nation-state system. This gave the state the responsibility of ensuring security 

(Holmes, 2015). Though the author traced the history of security in the contemporary times, the 

concept was not defined stating the nature of value to be protected. 
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According to Asobie (2017), security means the protection of individuals from physical harm, 

especially assassination or protection from future attacks, robbery or even protection from future 

financial loss. The author further noted that security means freedom of individuals from 

vulnerability to military take-over of government. The definition of security by the author suggests 

that security has positive value, not negative value. However, the definition of security by the 

author did not adequately capture the role of the state in providing security. 

Security is defined by Ngwube (2016) as the capacity of a state to the understanding of the basic 

needs and interests of individuals in the society in order to safeguard  them from threats, which 

may be economic, social, economic, environmental, political or military in nature. Security is 

comprised of security of the people and security of the state. security of the state is comprised of 

protection of territorial integrity of a state and its vital interests at both home and abroad, while 

security of the people or human security involves protection of the individuals from poverty, 

marginalisation, illiteracy, diseases, among other threats.  

Wolfendale (2017) expatiated on the definition of security by Ngwube (2016) by stating that at 

individual level, security means absence of threats to cherished of individuals such as life, property, 

health, among other values. At the societal level, security involves elimination of threats to a 

country's territorial integrity and national sovereignty.  

According to Eme, Nwachukwu, and Olise (2017), security is linked with reduction in the level of 

threats to those things that pose threats to the survival of individuals or groups in the future. There 

is connection between security and survival. Since survival is crucial to the life of man in the society, 

security could be seen as freedom from danger, safety, fear, and debt. 

In this paper, security is defined as the protection of the individuals and the state from threats such 

as sea piracy, human trafficking, drugs trafficking, arms trafficking, and the protection of the 

territory or maritime domain of a state with a view to protecting their cherished values. Security 

ensures protection of economic welfare, physical safety, economy, psychological wellbeing of 

individuals, among others. 

At this juncture, economic security is examined. According to International Labour Organisation 

(ILO) Socio-Economic Security Programme (2014), economic security is defined as enhancement of 

access to fundamental needs of individuals such as housing, health, social protection, education, 

employment, assets, among others. For the author, economic security ensures protection of 

income, employment, social security, as well as other benefits. 

Nesadurai (2005) dicothomised the issue of economic security into many aspects. At the individual 

level, economic security means security of employment, income and increase in the level of 

consumption in a state. However, neo-classical theorists maintain that there is inverse relationship 

between economic security and human security because of their believe that threats to economic 

security motivates individuals to seek work. At the national level, economic security is linked to 

economic growth that emanate from some degrees of economic security threats at the individual 

level. For neo-classical theorists, attempts to spur economic security at the individual level could 

impede the process of ensuring economic growth at the national level. 

From the foregoing, economic security is vital in the advancement of the economic systems as a 

whole. This shows that economic security is one of the ways for ensuring resolution of all domestic 

and external challenges to the economic system by promoting competitions in the global economy 

and providing security in general. Therefore, security is defined, in this paper, as promotion of 
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safety and wellbeing of both the state and the individuals by effectively curtailing sea piracy in 

Nigeria. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

This paper is built around the structural conflict theory of Marxism paradigm at state-level of 

analysis. There are many perspectives to the structural conflict theory including structural conflict 

theory by radical scholars championed by Karl Marx; liberal structuralist conflict theory 

championed by Johan Galtung; and structural conflict theory championed by Marx Weber. This 

paper adopts structural conflict theory by Marx Weber because it is most appropriate in the 

examination of sea piracy and its implications for economic security in Nigeria coastal states. Marx 

Weber, who is a German sociologists, believes that there is multiplicity of conflicts in societies, and 

that conflicts occur in layers. Weber is equally of the view that capitalism divided the society into 

the "haves" and the "have-nots". The "haves" control the means of production, distribution and 

exchange in the society, while the "have-nots" only possess labour power, which makes the later 

to be vulnerable to poverty, exploitation, and injustice (Ugomba, 2016). 

The relationship between the "haves" and the "have-nots" is characterised by conflicts and 

competition. Given this nature of relationship, the "haves" are winners, while the "have-nots" are 

the losers in all competitions. Because of competition over limited resources in the society, the two 

diametrically opposed classes are in continuous conflicts. This shows that conflicts reflect the way 

every society is organised and managed (Okereke, 2018). 

According to Olorundami-Ayeni (2021), the major tenet of this theory is that conflicts arise from 

economic inequalities, competition over scarce resources, and social structures. Every group in the 

society is influenced by gender, race, and education, but the way people react to inequality is 

reinforced by legitimacy of the government by the people. Religion equally influences the 

character of groups in the society and could help in the mobilisation of one group over another. 

The reaction of people to inequality might differ from one group to another group depending 

largely on the group they belong to, and whether they give legitimacy to the government or not. 

Also, people try to perpetuate their power, and ensure that they protect and nurture those 

structures of the society they benefit from. 

Situating the foregoing within the context of sea piracy and economic security in Nigeria coastal 

states, the crime of sea piracy occur in the Niger Delta region because of the neglect of the "have-

nots" by the "haves" despite the huge revenue the government make from oil. According to 

information in the public domain, sea piracy has underground economic benefits to the 

perpetrators and some individuals within the security cycle and government, and this category of 

people would do anything possible to ensure that the crime continues to fester. The government 

at the state level may be reluctant to fight sea pirates as the perpetrators may be from the same 

area and religious affiliation with those in power.  

 

Methodology 

The design for this paper was historical research design. Data for the paper were collected from 

secondary source such as journals and internet materials. Journals were accessed from both public 

and private libraries, while data from the internet were generated using search engines such as 

www.google.com and www.googlescholar.com. Only data relating to sea piracy and economic 
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security of Nigeria focusing on the coastal states were collected. Data collected were analysed in 

themes using content analysis.  

 

Implications for Sea Piracy on Economic Security in Nigeria's Coastal States 

There are many incidences of sea piracy attacks in the Nigeria maritime domain relative to other 

maritime domains in the Gulf of Guinea. It was reported that out of 36 sea attacks in the Gulf of 

Guinea in 2016, 36 attacks occurred in Nigeria. In 2017, a total of 31 sea piracy attacks took place in 

the country's maritime domain. In 2018, there were 107 sea piracy attacks in 6 countries, majority 

of which took place in Nigeria. from 2015 to 2017, about 1,446 illegal refineries, 95 cargos and large 

number of wooden boats used by sea pirates were destroyed in Niger Delta, which contributed to 

increase in environmental pollution in the coastal states (Aboh, 2018).  

In Nigeria, sea piracy is prevalent in the waterways and around the coastal areas of Niger Delta. 

These range from stealing and sea robbery especially in the waterways off Lagos and around ports, 

to attacks on ships and offshore facilities as well as hijacking of vessels for ransom, especially near 

Niger Delta including Bayelsa waterways, Utawa-Opobo, Opobo-Andoni and Oron-Calabar 

waterways in Rivers and Akwa Ibom States. The frequent sea pirate attacks on the fishing activities 

led to the reduction of the numbers of trawlers from 250 to 150 in 2003. This poses significant 

challenges and cost on local fishing. Sea piracy has equally threatened about $600 million worth of 

fishing exports, as well as loss of over N2 trillion per annum in capital flight to foreign countries. 

Nigeria also loses about $ 26.3 billion per annum to various criminality including sea robbery and 

piracy. Further, industrial fishing sub-sector in the country has also lost over N119 billion USD in the 

past from 2006 to 2014 alone (Toakodi, 2014). 

Since sea pirates attack drilling rigs, some major international oil companies operating in the 

country have suspended their activities and may have moved deeper offshore, where the risks are 

very minimal. Major offshore oil and gas assets in the country include Agbani with daily production 

capacity 250,000 barrels per day, Bonga with production capacity of 200,000 barrels per day, Usan 

with production capacity of 180,000 barrels per day and Amenam/Kpono field with production 

capacity of 125,000 per day. The foregoing production capacity has reduced due to Nigeria's 

maritime insecurity. It was reported that Nigerian sea pirates and sea robbers accounted for 31 of 

the West Africa's 51 reported attacks, taking 49 people hostage and kidnapping 36 people more 

than in any year since 2008 (Asu, 2014). 

Many factors are responsible for increase in the number of sea pirate attacks and other maritime 

threats in the Nigeria's off-shore domain. Such factors include lack of a critical infrastructure 

protection policy and strategy, limited maritime domain awareness, poor cooperation, inadequate 

naval pressure and coordination among maritime agencies, poor fleet support facilities and poor 

funding. With the foregoing factors, in 2004, Nigeria lost over $105 million due to oil theft alone. In 

2009, oil production in Nigeria dropped by 20 % as a result of sea robbery, sea piracy and similar 

attacks (Asu, 2014). Insecurity in Nigeria especially maritime security threats has made the country 

to lose huge sums of money. In the first nine months of 2012, data from the Central Bank of Nigeria 

(CBN) showed that portfolio investment stood at USD $ 4.6 billion, while the FDI stood at $ 1.44 

billion, suggesting reduction from the previous years (Eme, Nwachukwu & Olise, 2017). 

More so, between 1991 and 2012, 734 sea pirate attacks took place in the Gulf of Guinea, attacks in 

Nigeria maritime domain accounted for 335 attacks, which represented 46 % of the total attacks 
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that occurred in the region by sea pirates. This adversely affected energy security, and threatened 

economic survival of the people. Nigeria equally loses 3,000,000 barrels of oil per day to oil theft. 

Report shows that 45 sea farers were killed, 459 held hostage, out of which 60 percent of attacks 

took place in Nigeria's territorial waters in 2013. Over 5,000 vessels belonging to other countries 

pass through Nigerian ports every year. This shows that if Nigeria maritime domain is not 

adequately secured, the economy of the country would continue to deteriorate (Onuoha, 2013). 

According to Amadi and Abdullahi (2012), pirate attacks on Nigeria's offshore gas platforms could 

not only disrupt the country's steady supply of energy, it could equally rob the country of its vital 

source of income. For example, the Bongo oil facility produces 225,000 barrels of oil per day. 

However, attacks carried out by militants (sea pirates) in the country's biggest offshore oil facility, 

which lies about 120 kilometers away off the coast of Nigeria, nearly grounded oil business in the 

country. 

Jimoh (2015) noted that Nigerian economy is import-dependent. Due to maritime insecurity, 

majority of global staple food such as grain and rice, have either been delayed or stolen in transit 

through Nigerian coastal waters. This shows that maritime insecurity could cost Nigeria a lot 

through direct loss of income from declined export of hydrocarbon and fish. It could equally have 

indirect cost on Nigeria in terms of increase in the cost of tourism, transportation and well as 

discourage foreign direct investment flows into Nigeria. 

Okoronkwo, Okpara and Chieke (2014) noted that the shameful disappearance of MT African Pride 

in 2004 resulting in the loss of 11,000 tons of crude oil shows that the problem of sea piracy is 

massive in the country. It was pointed out that maritime insecurity, especially sea piracy led to the 

shut-down of some Nigerian oil facilities, which reduced daily oil production capacity of the country 

by 650,000 barrels per day in the global oil market, which could force oil price down by $17. That 

aside, the damage sea piracy has done to oil exploration, leading to oil leaks and spillage to the 

farmlands and water bodies have largely impeded the livelihoods of the people who largely depend 

on fishing and agricultural production as their major occupation (Fiorelli, 2014). 

The attacks perpetrated by sea pirates on traders, travelers, fishermen and women and inhabitants 

of waterways around Brass, Nembe, Southern Ijaw, Ekeremor, and other hotspots route have 

made sea business operation more challenging than ever before. The foregoing incidences take 

place on daily basis, leading to either loss or maiming of life and hijacking of fishing trailers. Others 

who are simply fortunate to be alive had to part with their hard-earned income or trading capital. 

Sea pirates usually attack and rub vessels, kidnap crew members, travelers and dispossess them of 

their valuables and monies along the coast, rivers and surrounding waters of Rivers, Bayelsa and 

Akwa Ibom. One of the major issues affecting the security of the country's maritime domain is the 

poor social and economic conditions of the people of the coastal areas in Nigeria. The coastal areas, 

especially the Niger Delta region is plagued with some level of poverty, inadequate social 

infrastructure, especially as it relates to health, education, transport, unemployment, among 

others (Ezeobi, 2019). The poverty rate in Nigeria is 40.1 %, while poverty rate in Rivers and Delta 

States are 23.9 % and 6.02 % respectively.  This shows that 4 out of 10 Nigerians have real per capita 

expenditures below N137, 430 per annum. This further shows that monthly income of such 

individuals is less than N11,500 while income per day is N383.03 (Aniagwu, 2019; Varrella, 2020).  

The foregoing makes the youths to be vulnerable to crimes, increases the level of unemployment 

and engendered increased lack of adequate access to healthcare. Unemployment and frustration 
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that arise from poverty and infrastructural decay in Nigeria in general and in the country's coastal 

areas in particular have resulted in increase in the spate of economic insecurity amongst the people 

in the coastal states. Therefore, in 2018, Nigeria witnessed 48 actual and attempted sea pirate 

attacks, up from 33 sea pirate attacks in 2017. Nigeria is ranked as the highest country with reported 

incidents of sea pirate attacks with about 21 attacks out of 77 attacks reported globally. Within this 

period, there was attack on liquefied petroleum gas carrier in Nigeria maritime domain within few 

days (Nightengale, 2019). 

In the recent time, kidnap-for-ransom incidents has increased, hence the drive by those that 

perpetuate sea piracy attacks to continue in their nefarious activities. Illegal, Unreported and 

Unregulated fishing accounts for about 40 % of fish caught in Nigeria. Nigeria loses between 40,000 

and 100,000 barrels of oil per day due to oil theft on the seas. Nigeria loses N433 billion per annum 

to oil theft. The Federal Ministry of Finance claims that the figure is higher. In areas where there is 

extensive environmental damage and few employment opportunities, oil theft has proven to be a 

reliable source of income for many youths in the Niger Delta. In 2013, 1,951 illegal oil refineries were 

destroyed in the Niger Delta alone. Groups with access to boats and weapons, have advanced from 

stealing oil in the inland waterways to hijacking cargo and tanker on the high seas (African Center 

for Strategic Studies, 2015). 

More so, Nigeria lost minimum of $600 million USD to Illegal, Unregulated, and Unreported (IUU) 

fishing, which adversely affect fishing industry in Nigeria coastal states from 2019 to 2020. Artisanal 

fishermen in the Niger Delta alone lost minimum of $106.6 million. This problem affected 8.6 million 

people who are directly employed in the fishing industry as well as 19.6 million people who are 

employed indirectly in the sector in the country, 70 % of whom are women. In 2021, 20 fishermen 

were kidnapped in Nigeria coastal areas, which led to increase in ransom payment to sea pirates 

to the tune of $2,484 USD. Attacks on fishermen and women in Nigeria' s coastal areas resulted in 

the reduction in the number of fishing vessels involved in fishing in the areas from 230 vessels to 

119 vessels, with only 10 companies remaining in the fishing business in the coastal areas. From 

2000 to 2008, sea piracy led to the loss of over $7.7 billion by those in maritime business and the 

government. This impinged on the economic wellbeing of Nigerian's, especially those in the coastal 

states (Agbai, 2022).  

The Nigerian economy loses about $300 million USD per annum due to sea piracy. There is also a 

linkage between pirate groups and rise in the incidences of human trafficking in Nigeria. Given the 

vulnerability of Nigerian coastal areas, $15 million USD is lost annually to human traffickers. This 

shows that maritime security threats, especially sea piracy in Nigeria coastal waters pose huge 

threats to economic development of littoral states in West African sub-region (Nwankwo, 2015). 

This further shows that sea piracy in Nigeria poses huge threat to the survival of international trade 

through the sea, which is the major channel through which goods are conveyed in the Gulf of 

Guinea by maritime business operators. 

The foregoing, notwithstanding, sea piracy has some positive effects on the Niger Delta region 

because of its underground economic benefits to the perpetrators, the insurance companies, the 

political class and the security operatives. The perpetrators make more money from increase in the 

spate of sea piracy activities such as oil theft and kidnappings, while insurance companies make 

more money from higher insurance premiums and crewing rights for ship owners who encourage 

their operators to lobby for stricture security measures. The political class use sea piracy in the 
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Niger Delta to negotiate themselves into positions of authority, while the security agencies benefit 

from the crime because of additional funding to checkmate maritime security threats, especially 

sea piracy. It is clear that sea piracy has reduced economic security of the people in Nigeria coastal 

areas through reduction in their income, destruction of their businesses, maiming and killing of 

traders, unemployment resulting from closure of companies, among other things. Therefore, sea 

piracy negatively affects economic security of the people in Nigeria's coastal areas. 

 

Conclusion  

This paper delved into the examination of sea piracy and its implications for economic security of 

Nigeria with particular reference to its coastal states. The paper x-rayed the concepts of sea piracy 

and economic security with a view to establishing possible connection between the two variables. 

It was argued that sea piracy has continued to increase in Nigeria's maritime domain, with its 

attendant implications for economic security of the people in Nigeria's coastal areas. Findings from 

the paper showed that sea piracy resulted in loss of revenue to fishermen/women, government, 

operators of maritime businesses, among others, and this brought about loss of jobs, poverty, 

among other human security threats. The implications for the findings is that sea piracy is 

detrimental to efforts at enhancing economic security of the people in Nigeria's coastal areas.  

 

Recommendations  

The following recommendations are crucial in mitigating threats posed by sea piracy on economic 

security of people in the Nigeria's coastal states: 

i. The federal government should cooperate more with other littoral states in the Gulf of 

Guinea in tackling the challenge of sea piracy through joint security operations since the 

crime is transnational in character; 

ii. Since poverty is one of the drivers of sea piracy in the Nigeria's coastal states, the federal 

government should focus more on ensuring that poverty is adequately eradicated in the 

coastal states through massive job creation so as to discourage hungry youths from being 

recruited into the criminal gang; 

iii. The federal government should use technology to effectively gather intelligence in its 

maritime domain in order to deter sea pirates from carrying out their criminal activities; 

iv. Government should restructure its maritime security architecture to include credible people 

in the coastal areas who know the ground very well with a view to giving them relevant 

intelligence on the activities of sea pirates; and 

v. The government should adequately compensate fishermen/fisherwomen and maritime 

business operators who have suffered loss due to sea piracy in order to revitalise their 

economic activities for enhanced security of the people of the Nigeria coastal areas. 
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