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Abstract 

his study was about the investigation into the 

methods used by teachers in teaching English 

Language in selected secondary schools of 

Tarauni local government of Kano State. The study 

adopted the descriptive research design. Evidence 

abounds of the low performance of Secondary 

students in English language in Tarauni local 

government. Specifically, the study sought to 

examine the methods used by the teachers in the 

teaching of English as a second language in the Kano 

state. The area of the study covered Tarauni local 

government Kano State of Nigeria. Kano State is the 

capital city of Kano State and is located in the 

northern part of Nigeria along Jakara River. The 

population of the study comprised 113 English 

language teachers in all the study area in the State 23 

school heads and 150 

students totaling to 286 

respondents with the 

sample size of 212 

respondents. Random 

sampling technique was 

employed to collect data in 

the education zone. Data 

was collected by the 

researchers who developed 

questionnaire for the 

respondents. The 

instrument was validated 

by three experts from 

University of Nigeria. The 

reliability coefficient of 

obtained was 0.84. The 

finding of the study 

indicated that method of 

teaching indicate that 

direct method was the 

method often used with 

95% in teaching while 

cognate and silence way  

methods were the least 
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used Base on the results, It was recommended that 

Variety of methods should be adopted in teaching 

English language in secondary schools in Tarauni, 

Kano State by constantly organizing seminars, 

conferences and 

workshops for teachers’ 

refresher courses.

 

Introduction  

o society can exist without a language because it is a means of 

communication among human beings. As human beings develop their 

linguistic repertoires through series of reinforcements, take for 

examples, imitations and precepts. In a strict sense, therefore, according to Wilson 

(2009), language is an artificial and consciously organized method of control by 

the use of symbols and conventions which involve the notion of meaning.  

Language, according to Tondo (2012), is a system of conventional, arbitrary 

symbols by which members of a community communicate with one another. 

Wardhau (1988) defined it as some unitary system of linguistic communication, 

which subsumes a number of mutually intelligible varieties. English is a language 

which has great reach and influence; it is taught all over the world under many 

circumstances. In English-speaking countries, English language teaching has 

essentially evolved in two broad directions: instruction for people who intend to 

live there and for those who do not. Language teaching is a conscious process and 

it results in learning about the language through error detection mostly in the 

classroom where students are corrected and formal rules followed. In language 

teaching, the presentation of explicit rules is a necessity. This is normally done 

under the guidance of professional, committed and dedicated teachers in the 

language, within the school environment. Education should not prepare a child for 

the future that is unknown, but rather that it should fit him rightly in his society. 

The followers of Dewey later developed his ideas into what is called ‘project 

method.’ Method, according to Adelman (2015) refers to, “…when a teacher sets 

the guidelines for the pattern of behavior which is expected from the pupils in a 

learning environment”. This means that for methods to be successful, it must 

relate the teacher and learner effectively to the subject matter. In the light of this, 

you may take teaching methods to mean a special way or procedure for imparting 

knowledge.  

Aghadinuno (2007) and Olarewaju (2009) in their study observed that student’s 

poor performance in English language is due to teachers shying away from 
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activity- oriented teaching methods that are known to be more effective, and 

relying on teaching methods that are easy but most times inadequate and 

inappropriate. English language has a dynamic nature which keeps the discipline 

alive and sometimes makes it controversial. Because of this, the researcher feels 

that the nature of English language teaching requires a variety of methods and 

strategies that should be employed in teaching the subject within a given lesson 

or period. 

Oyetunde & Mowudumogu (2007) identified some reasons for the poor standard 

of English in Nigerian schools and colleges. According to them, poor methodology, 

inadequate preparation of teachers, lack of government commitment and faulty 

examination system are some of the reasons that result in the poor standard of 

English in schools. Method, for the purpose of this research, refers to a recognized 

and systematic way of performing the task of language teaching. It involves a 

sequence of steps with prescribed techniques and practices used in implementing 

a teaching method. A teaching method on the other hand is a teaching philosophy 

that can be interpreted and applied in a variety of different ways in the classroom 

(Cook, 2006). Over the years, various teaching methods have evolved. These 

methods include; Direct Method, Grammar-Translation Method, Natural Method, 

Communicative Method, Total Physical Response Method, the silence  method  

Audio-lingual Method, , Reading Method,  (Rouseu and House 2004). Teaching is 

an art carried out by someone called a teacher. A teacher or school teacher is a 

person who provides education for pupils (children) and students (adults). The 

role of a teacher is often formal and ongoing, and it is carried out in a school or in 

other places of formal education (Green, 2006). These professional qualifications 

may include the study of pedagogy, the science of teaching and special teaching 

subjects. Teachers, like other professionals, may have to continue their education 

after they qualify, a process known as continuing professional development 

(Matin, 2008). Qualification is the evidence to show that someone is able to handle 

any profession. In English language teaching, qualification is needed in teaching it. 

It is expected that someone who is to handled English language teaching should 

possess the qualification. In Nigeria, the minimum qualification for teaching is 

Nigeria Certificate in Education (NCE) as stipulated by the Federal Government of 

Nigeria (National Policy on Education, 2004). Someone to be regarded as qualified 

in English language should possess this minimum qualification.     

file://///wiki/Education
file://///wiki/School
file://///wiki/Formal_education
file://///wiki/Pedagogy
file://///wiki/Continuing_professional_development
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 School as an organization is composed of human, materials and financial 

resources, the management of which requires expertise and professionalism. As 

the vital ingredient for successful attainment of school objectives, teachers are 

the backbone of not only the school as an organization or a learning center, but 

also the educational system in general. In fact, it has been observed that no 

educational system could be productive without professionally groomed 

teachers. Thus, teachers are viewed as valuable assets that must be developed for 

the realization of the educational objectives as well as those of the nation at large. 

Pupils do not learn at the same rate due to individual differences. Therefore, you 

need to be critical and discriminatory in making choice of methods to achieve 

desired patterns of behavior from the pupils. There is no doubt that, whenever we 

adopt a good and well researched method of teaching, we tend to be able to 

stimulate and motivate students to learn. 

A method is a way we adopt in doing something. It is an approach which a teacher 

adopts to explain a subject matter to a group of students. Methods set the 

guidelines for the pattern of behaviour which you expect from the pupils in a 

learning environment. For your method to be successful, it must relate effectively 

to the subject matter. In the light of this, you may take a method to mean a special 

form of procedure of imparting knowledge. Bello (2004) has this to say, you 

cannot take knowledge as something to be poured into an empty can or bucket. 

A good method, therefore, is the one that produces an effective result. Abdu 

(2006) stated that the decision to use a good method of teaching any lesson 

therefore depends on you. In deciding which method is suitable for the lesson, you 

need to take into consideration the experience, ability and interests of the pupils. 

It is your duty as a teacher to find out different methods of teaching suitable for 

use in any classroom situation which will facilitate effective learning. While Adamu 

(2009) states that method of teaching is derived from the educational ideas of the 

great educator, John Dewey, an American. Language is an instrument through 

which members of a given community communicate. Language gives its users the 

opportunity to communicate with one another in terms of feelings and desires 

(Linfors, 2014). English language is an Indo-European language family that is 

closely related to Frisian, German, and Dutch (in Belgium called Flemish) 

languages. English originated in England and is the dominant language of the 

United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, Ireland, New Zealand, and 

various island nations in the Caribbean Sea and the Pacific Ocean. It is also an 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Indo-European-languages
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Frisian-language
https://www.britannica.com/topic/German-language
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Dutch-language
https://www.britannica.com/place/England
https://www.britannica.com/place/United-States
https://www.britannica.com/place/United-Kingdom
https://www.britannica.com/place/Canada
https://www.britannica.com/place/Australia
https://www.britannica.com/place/Ireland
https://www.britannica.com/place/New-Zealand
https://www.britannica.com/place/Caribbean-Sea
https://www.britannica.com/place/Pacific-Ocean
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official language of India, the Philippines, Singapore, and many countries in sub-

Saharan Africa, including South Africa. English is the first choice of foreign 

language in most other countries of the world, and it is that status that has given 

it the position of a global lingua franca. It is estimated that about a third of the 

world’s population, some two billion persons, now use English. As a teacher one 

must enter the mind of one’s student with the intent to engage. A teacher must 

engage one’s student in the process of absorbing, understanding, applying, and 

then retaining new knowledge. It is said that it takes the average human 21 days 

to create a new, repetitive behavior. It takes 30 days to make the habit part of 

one’s everyday life (Adelman, 2015). The teaching of ESL (English as a second 

language) began in the 15th century with the advent of England's increased 

trading and colonization throughout the world. The British were instrumental in 

developing large scale programs to teach English in their trading countries and 

colonies. The English had expanded their trade routes and they needed to 

communicate with those with whom they were trading. English became the lingua 

franca, the common language, of those doing business with the British. 

Accordingly, to Vygotsky (1978) cognitive development is as a result of interaction. 

Vygotsky (1978) argues that cognitive development results from a dialectical 

process whereby a child learns through problem-solving experiences shared with 

someone else, usually, a parent, a peer or a sibling. Initially, the person interacting 

with the child assumes most of the responsibility for guiding the problem solving 

but gradually the responsibility transfers to the child which strongly supports the 

idea of learning English as a second language. Based on this theory, Vygotsky 

(1978) advanced the concept of Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). This is the 

difference between what a child can do on his/her own and what the child can do 

with help. In other words, it is the difference between the child’s capacity to solve 

problems (learning English) on his/her own and his/her capacity to solve them with 

assistance teachers’ proficiency). It is the distance between the actual 

developmental level as determined by individual problem solving and the level of 

potential development as determined through problem-solving under adult 

guidance or in collaboration with more capable peers. The actual development 

level refers to all the functions and activities that a child can perform on his or her 

own that is to say; speaking, reading, listening and writing skills in English 

language, independently and without the help of anyone else. 

 

https://www.britannica.com/place/India
https://www.britannica.com/place/Philippines
https://www.britannica.com/place/Singapore
https://www.britannica.com/place/South-Africa
https://www.britannica.com/topic/lingua-franca
https://www.yourdictionary.com/lingua-franca
https://www.yourdictionary.com/lingua-franca
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Figure 1: Showing Conceptual framework 

 
 

In favor of this, teachers must create a favorable environment to language 

acquisition (SL) (second language) by lowering the anxiety level of students, 

establishing a good rapport with the teacher and a good relationship with other 

students.  Otherwise, learners will feel uncomfortable and insecure which will 

further induce a psychological barrier to communication and learning of English as 

a second language. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

Evidence abounds of the low performance of Secondary students in English 

language in Kano State. The 2015-2018 report of the Chief examiner, West African 

Examinations Council reveals that candidates’ performance in the examinations 

between those periods was always poor. The report clearly shows that there was 

no improvement in the performance of candidates who sat for English language 

in Secondary School Certificate Examination (SSCE) in some states of the country 

including Kano State. The report further indicates that students, who registered 

for English language, judging by their performance, were not well prepared for 

the examinations. Their performance fell below standard. These failures, 

according to the report, were more pronounced among candidates in Kano State. 

Therefore, the inclusion of Kano State in the list of states with candidates whose 

Independent variables 
English as an L2 
➢ Teachers’ proficiency  
➢ Teaching methods 
➢ Provision of instruction 

materials 
➢ Adequacy of instructional 

materials  
 

Intervening variables 
➢ Supervision 
➢ Discipline  
➢ Culture 
➢ Educational policies 
➢ Peer learning 

 

Dependent variables 
Learners’ performance 
➢ Learners’ proficiency 
➢ Evaluation e.g. tests, exams, 

exercises 
➢ Teaching  
➢ Research 
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performances was poor in the Senior Secondary School Certificate Examination, 

(SSCE) by West African Examinations Council’s Report, paints a clear picture of 

lack of adequate knowledge of the language among Senior Secondary School 

students in Kano State. 

 

Research Objective 

1. To find out methods used by English Language teachers in teaching English 

language in secondary schools in Kano State Tarauni local government. 

 

Research question 

1. What are methods used by English Language teachers in teaching English 

language in secondary schools in Kano State Tarauni local government? 

 

Research methodology 

The study adopted a descriptive research design with both qualitative and 

quantitative approach. The population of the study comprised 113 teachers of 

English language, 23 head teachers and 150 students totaling to 286 respondents.  

The teachers were selected because they are the ones that are directly involved in 

the teaching process and are taken to be the curriculum implementers while the 

school heads were considered because they are the policy implementers and 

overseers of the education programmes in the state. The students were selected 

because they are the ones directly affected. The Sample Size of the study 

comprised 212 respondents. This was attained through use of the Krejcie and 

Morgan (1970). Random sampling was used for informed respondents because 

they were well informed and they represented many people’s views and that 

included the impact of English as a second language in the learning process of 

learners in selected secondary schools in Kano State. The researcher used the 

Questionnaires and focus group discussion and observation checklists as methods 

of data collection during the study. 

The study used Self-Administered Questionnaires (SAQ) which was administered 

to the teachers. Before the administration of the instrument, it was given to three 

experts for face validation. One of the experts was from the Department Science 

Education (Measurement and Evaluation), and two were from the Department of 

Arts Education, particularly English language, all in the University of Nigeria, 

Yusufu Maitana Sule. To ensure the reliability of the instruments, a trial test was 

carried out to assess the reliability of the instruments. 40 copies of the 
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questionnaire were distributed on a sample of 40 teachers who teach the English 

language in the various secondary schools in Taraba Central Geopolitical Zone of 

Taraba State. Taraba State was not part of the study area but was deemed to 

possess similar characteristics with Kano State. The researcher administered the 

instrument once and the data was collected and analyzed using Cronbach Alpha. 

The internal consistency reliability coefficient of the measuring instrument was 

0.84, showing that the instruments was reliable. 

 

Result  

Table 1: Methods used by English teachers in Tarauni local government Kano 

state secondary schools to teach English language 

S/N Methods Used Not 

Used 

 

 

 Total  

Percentage 

score 

1 Direct method  95% 5%  100% 

2 Communicative method 27% 73%  100% 

3 Cognate method 0% 100%  100% 

4 Silent way method 0% 100%  100% 

5 Discussion method 77% 23%  100% 

6 Grammar translation method 81% 19%  100% 

7 Total physical response  66% 44%  100% 

8 Community method 71% 29%  100% 

9 Reading method 88% 12%  100% 

10 The eclectic method 91% 9%  100% 

11 The mimicry- memorization 

method  

86% 14%  100% 

12 The natural  method 0% 100%  100% 

13 Audio-lingual method 10% 90%  100% 

14 The phonetic method   0% 100%  100% 

15     The psychological method  0% 100%  100% 

Dansharif and Lamido (2022) 

 

Table 1 shows the outcome of the observational schedule of the “running record 

type” exercise conducted by the researcher in an endeavor to collect data on the 

methods used by teachers in teaching English language in secondary schools in 
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Kano State Tarauni local government. The running Record from the exercise 

shows that 95% of the teachers make use of Direct teaching method, while 5% do 

not make use of the Direct teaching method. 27% of the teachers make use of 

Communicative method in teaching English language; while 73% do not make use 

of Communicative method in teaching English language. 77% of the teachers make 

use of Cognitive method in teaching English language, while 23% of them do not 

make use of cognitive method in teaching English language. 81% of the teachers 

make use of Silent Method in teaching English language, while 19% of them do not 

make use of Silent Method in teaching English language. 66% of the teachers make 

use of Discussion method in teaching English language, while 44% of them do not 

make use of Discussion method in teaching English language. 71% of the teachers 

make use of Grammar translation method in teaching, while 29% of them do not 

make use of Grammar translation method in teaching English language. 88% of the 

teachers make use of Total physical response method in teaching English 

language, while 12% of the teachers do not make use of Total physical response in 

teaching. 91% of the teachers make use of Community method in teaching English 

language, while 9% of them do not make use of Community in teaching English 

language. 86% of the teachers make use of Reading method in teaching English 

language, while 14% of them do not make use of Reading method in teaching 

English language. 86% of the teachers make use the mimicry- memorization 

method of teaching language while 14% of them do not make use the Mimicry 

method of teaching English language 10% of the teachers make use of the Audio-

lingual Approach. However, Eclectic method is the phonetic method and 

Psychological method in teaching English language in secondary schools in Tarauni 

local government. From the findings of the study, it was found that Vygotsky’s 

(1978) theory of SDI is in agreement with the results. This is because SDI theory 

requires that a teacher must engage students’ interests, simplify tasks, and 

provide a good environment to motivate the learners. He also opines that since a 

child learns through problem solving, direct methods of teaching are required. 

 

Conclusion  

English language teachers used some methods in teaching English language 

Tarauin local government secondary schools. Such methods included: grammar 

translation, total physical response, direct approach, reading approach, 

discussion, communicative method, community and psychological method. Some 

methods were not used by English teachers in the selected secondary schools to 
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teach English language as a second language. Some methods not used by teachers 

included: the natural method, audio- lingual method eclectic method, and 

psychological 

Based on the results of the study and discussions, it was found there were some 

methods which were not utilized in teaching English language in Kano State but 

teachers who have been in the field for many years of experience were familiar 

with different methods of teaching. Teaching experience is therefore needed for 

better teaching 

 

Recommendations 

1. Variety of methods should be adopted in teaching English language in 

secondary schools in Tarauni, Kano State by constantly organizing 

seminars, conferences and workshops for teachers’ refresher courses.  

2. Teachers whose area of specialization is English language and familiar with 

methods of teaching should only be the ones to be employed to teach the 

subject in secondary schools in Tarauni local government, Kano State. 
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