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Abstract 
Nigeria is the most multilingual nation in Africa with 

about 500 to 525 indigenous languages with diverse 

cultures which have various status ranging from 

developed, developing, and underdeveloped (Emenanjo 

1993:3, Aziza 1998:257). Language has been identified 

as a conduit for transmission of culture, idea, thought, 

etc. from one generation to another. The work 

recognizes that 54 years after independence that 

English (the ex- colonial masters’ language) is still the 

language of education, governance, commerce, 

judiciary, etc. in Nigeria and as such has hindered equal 

participation of the entire citizenry in governance, 

access to information and full involvement in 

government policies and programs. The paper is a 

critical appraisal of the role of language and culture in 

national development. The work is a call on 

government, stakeholders, and individuals to put effort 

towards forestalling exclusion of a representative 

population, language endangerment and possible 

extinction of the indigenous languages; this can be 

achieved through vigorous and regular language 

preservation and maintenance programmers. A lost 

language is a lost identity and that amount to a lost race 

and culture. 

 

Introduction  

National development is a phenomenon that has 

received a lot of attention in recent times especially 

within the Nigerian context.  The apparent inability of 

various development strategies to bring about wide 

ranging and long lasting positive outcomes for the 

Nigerian people, has led to extensive discussions from 

different angles. Attempts to improve the lot of  
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Nigerians have been made through language, educational, health, economic, social 

plans among others. In this paper, the relationship between language and Culture and 

its impact on national development is examined. 
 

Language & Culture 

Language has been defined in various ways, depending on what aspect of language is 

being examined. For the purpose of this paper, two definitions are looked at to explore 

the interconnectedness of language and culture. Kreidler (1998) defines Language as 

a complex system of symbols, or signs, that are shared by members of a community 

through which people communicate. These symbols he adds may be spoken, written, 

or signed. Osisanwo (2008) also defines Language as human vocal noise or the 

arbitrary graphic representation of this noise, used systematically and conventionally 

by members of a speech community for the purpose of communication. These 

definitions have one thing in common, the simple fact that language in whatever form 

it presents itself, serves the function of communication between members of a 

community. The value of these definitions is immense when it is juxtaposed with the 

various definitions of culture. 

Culture, like Language has a large number of definitions. Mahadi and Jafari (2012) 

write that there are about two or three hundred and even more definitions. Rocher 

(1972), an anthropologist, defines culture as a connection of ideas and feelings 

accepted by the majority of people in a society.  Geertz, (2000) gives an account of 

various interpretations of culture as “the total way of life of a   people”; “the social 

legacy the individual acquires from his group”; “a way of thinking, feeling, and 

believing”; “an abstraction from behavior”; “a   set   of   standardized   orientations   to   

recurrent problems”; etc. These definitions point to some specific items; intangible 

aspects of culture such as thoughts, ideas, beliefs, behavior, orientation etc. which are 

attributes of individuals but shared by groups of people. Sapir (1956) accurately 

captures this aspect of culture when he writes that culture is a system of behaviors and 

modes that depend on unconsciousness. 

Lebron (2013) cites a definition by Kluckkohn (1951)   that ties the idea of the abstract 

aspect of culture and its shared status within society. He states that culture consists in 

patterned ways of thinking, feeling, and reacting, acquired and transmitted mainly by 

symbols, constituting the distinctive achievements of human groups… the essential 

core of culture consists of traditional (i.e. historically derived and selected) ideas and 

their attached values. In a sense, this falls in line with Goodenough’s (1957) belief that 

culture is what members of a community need to know to communicate acceptably 

with one another, including constructing utterances never made before yet 

immediately intelligible to others. In other words, culture is an abstract 

idea/knowledge of what constitutes right and wrong in a society. 
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At this juncture, it should be stated that culture is not just abstract knowledge of a 

people’s way of life. It also comprises tangible items that serve to identify a group of 

people. Thus culture can be classified into material and non-material culture Idang 

(2015). Material culture refers to the visible tactile objects which man is able to 

manufacture for the purposes of human survival while non-material culture comprises 

of the norms and values shared by the people. While material culture is concrete and 

takes the form of artifacts and crafts, non-material culture is abstract but has a 

pervasive influence on the lives of the people of a particular culture.  

From the preceding discussions the relationship between language and Culture is 

obvious. From Goodenough’s perspective, culture is a determining factor of what is 

acceptable in a community expressed in both material and non-material terms and 

language is a primary means of expression and transmission of culture. Johnson (2013) 

agrees with this position as he states that throughout the twentieth-century, 

anthropologists were drawn   to   the conclusion   that   culture   is, in a   very   real   

way, meaning   transmitted through language. Sapir (1921) puts it in another way when 

he posits that the essence of language consists in the assigning of conventional, 

voluntary articulated, sounds or of their equivalents, to the diverse elements of 

experience. In this sense, experiences that are both mental and physical. 

From Kovecses’ (2010) point of view, Culture and   language   are   connected   in a 

myriad of ways. He points to areas such as linguistic   relativity, the 

cooperative   principle, context, semantic   change, discourse, ideology, oral 

culture, literacy, sociolinguistics, and so forth where the two concepts are linked. He 

regards language as a repository of meanings stored in the form of linguistic signs 

shared by members of a culture. In addition, Noah and Olagbemi (1998) point out that 

all social organizations require some means by which members can communicate with 

one another. It is through this means that they can transfer sets of meanings and 

achieve a consensus on shared meanings. In other words, social interaction among 

human groups may be impossible without such an important means of communication 

as language. They are also of the opinion that language is an instrument 

through which knowledge, values, norms and capabilities of a social group are 

developed and passed on to new members.  

The assumption by Kovecses that language is a repository of meanings shared by 

members of a culture and Noah and Olagbemi’s assertion that social interaction 

between humans will be impossible without communication, make it possible to say 

that language and culture go hand in hand. Shared meanings which are representative 

of a people’s culture are arrived at and transmitted through language. In addition, 

Mahadi and Jafari citing Sapir (1956) insist that “every cultural pattern and every 

single act of social behavior involves communication in either an explicit or implicit 

sense” and the primary tool for this communication is language. 



 

Page 204  JHSS Vol. 20 (6) 2022 ISSN – 3473-8749 

 
 

Journal of Innovative Social Science & Humanities Res. JISSHR2022 [3473-8749] Vol.22 

The Sapir-Whorfian Hypothesis on Language and Culture 

The Sapir-Whorfian Hypothesis is one concept that clearly highlights the relationship 

that exists between language and Culture. Mahadi and Jafari (2012) write that based 

on this hypothesis, particular languages are associated historically with particular 

cultures; the languages provide the key to the associated cultures, and especially to 

their literature. The languages themselves cannot be fully understood except within 

the context of the cultures in which they are inextricably embedded; subsequently, 

language and culture are studied together.  

Sapir-Whorfian hypothesis is a theory of the relationship between language and 

thought. This hypothesis known as the theory of linguistic relativity states that every 

human being views the world by his own native language. Gumerz and Levinson (1996 

cited in Brown, 2006) explain the hypothesis to mean that “culture, through language, 

affects the way we think, especially perhaps our classification of the experienced 

world.” A stronger version of the theory is that of Linguistic Determinism which states 

that models and samples of thought and observation and comprehending of reality are 

settled on, agreed on and found out by the structure of one’s native language 

(Levinson, 2000). In other words, a person’s thought processes are totally dependent 

and constrained by his native language.  

 

Limitations of the Sapir-Whorfian Hypothesis; Implication for language and 

Culture 

This hypothesis presents a peculiar perspective to the relationship that exists between 

language and culture. In its strictest sense linguistic determinism implies that when 

persons are born within a specific community, they view the world only through the 

lens of the structure of the language they acquire, this determines how they think and 

thus, determines the prevalent culture. 

However, there is a counter argument that cognitive development precedes, and lays 

the basis for, linguistic development in child language development (Piaget & 

Inhelder, 1967 cited in Brown, 2006). This implies that in humans, the capacity to 

think and reason develops before language acquisition takes place as such language 

cannot determine thought. This counters the notion that language has the capacity to 

completely determine an individual’s point of view. 

In line with this, Brown (2006) explores a new view of linguistic relativity based on 

cultural practices, social interaction, and the social distribution of knowledge. This 

view as proposed by Gumperz and Levinson (1996) shows that the relationship 

between communication and interaction in social settings is a means of externalizing 

thought and allowing joint solutions to problems on one hand. On the other hand, it 

shows the relationship between communication and individual patterns of cognition 

which are partly contextually attuned. In other words, it shows how individual patterns 
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of thinking are influenced by social settings (culture) and also shared within social 

settings. This view of linguistic relativity points to the fact that though culture 

influences thought through language, culture itself is also a product of thought 

patterns. Both concepts are subject to change and influence each other within society. 

 

The Nigerian National Development Problem 

Judging from the relationship that exists between language and culture, the implication 

for national development is not farfetched. Without cooperation through 

communication, a society cannot move in any particular direction. The direction 

towards which a nation moves is an expression of its values and the language its 

citizens agree to speak. In other words, that which is communicated is a product of the 

shared culture of that society. Inadvertently, while Language is a core instrument in 

national development that which is communicated through language determines 

whether a society will be progressive or retrogressive.  

To understand the role of culture and language in national development, national 

development will have to be defined in clear terms. Development is “a multi-

dimensional process involving changes in structures, attitudes and institutions as well 

as the acceleration of economic growth, the reduction of inequality and eradication of 

absolute poverty (Todaro, 1977 cited in Iheanacho, 2014). Naomi (1995) is of the 

opinion that development is usually taken to involve not only economic growth, but 

also some notion of equitable distribution, provision of health care, education, housing 

and other essential services all with a view to improving the individual and collective 

quality of life of citizens of a nation. Erhun (2015) is of the view that development 

involves two processes; improving and refining that which is already in existence and 

adapting same to contemporary requirements and finding solutions to new problems 

or new forms of solutions to old problems. 

These definitions show that national development is positive incremental change 

within a nation across the different areas of life in terms of attitudes, economic and 

social well-being with the dividends enjoyed by all members of that society.  

In Nigeria, various models of development have been tried and none has achieved its 

intended aims. Already development has been seen to mean in very simple terms 

improvement in the various aspects of a people’s lives. No model of development has 

had an all-round positive effect on all or the majority of the citizens of the nation. One 

government begins an initiative and before the dividends begin to be seen, it is 

discontinued by another government or not seen to completion by the government that 

initiated it. 

Aremu (2003) writes that Nigeria appears to be the only country where virtually all 

notions and models of development have been experimented and none of these models 

can be singled out as being successful. Two years after independence, the first National 

tel:1977
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Development Plan policy was formulated between 1962 and 1968. Its objectives were 

development opportunities in health, education, employment and improving access to 

these opportunities. Between 1970 and 1974 the second national development plan 

was launched. Its focus was on agriculture, industry, transport, manpower, defense, 

electricity, communication and water supply and provision of social services 

(Ogwumike, 1995). The third plan, placed emphasis on rural development and 

reviving the agricultural sector from 1975 to 1980 while the fourth plan from 1981 to 

1985 revisited the areas of social services and health services, which are areas the first 

and second plans focused on. The aim was to bring about improvement in the living 

conditions of the people.  

Shauibi (2020) writes that the first plan failed due to the Nigerian civil war however 

the second plan made some improvement in transportation, communication, and 

education. He writes that the major hitches of the second plan were lack of will to 

perform the task, corruption, lack of financial management, dependency on a mono-

cultural oil economy etc. The failure of the third and fourth plans were attributed to 

accusation of corruption in the government and an inability or lack of will of the 

government to implement their plans. 

Other development policies and strategies put in place as alternative strategies for 

development, are the Seven Points Agenda, Vision 2020,  (lawal & Oluwatoyin, 2011), 

the five year National Development Plans, the three year rolling plans 

between1990 and 1998, the National Economic Empowerment and Development 

Strategy (NEEDS) between 2003 and 2007 etc. (Iheanacho, 2014). More recently, 

there has been the Transformation agenda (2011-2015) and the economic recovery and 

growth plan (2017-2020).  

Despite pockets of improvement experienced from these initiatives, the overall aims 

of these plans and initiatives is yet to be accomplished. Nigeria has an ever increasing 

number of unemployed youths roaming the streets, small and medium scale businesses 

are struggling to survive, the issues of insecurity, kidnapping and banditry is on the 

rise and the living standards of majority of the people is on the decline. Shuaibu (2020) 

attributes this to the persistent issues of corruption and insecurity in the country while 

Eneh (2011) writes that "Nigeria is replete with most times brilliant, impeccable, and 

well-written policies but lacks the will to implement them. The logical and expensively 

produced policies often end just as ordinary policies. There is always a weak effort at 

implementing those policies which are always been rubbished by corruption across all 

spheres of national life." 

Specific attempts have been made by the Nigerian government to use language policies 

as a strategy for achieving national development. According to Ekpe (2010) the first 

language policy in Nigeria was formulated in 1977 as part of the policy on education. 

Three parts of the policy specifically mentions language related matters. Section 1:8 

tel:1990
tel:1998
tel:2011
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of the policy states that, in addition to appreciating the importance of a language in the 

educational process, and as a means of preserving the people’s culture, the 

Government considers it to be in the interest of national unity that each child should 

be encouraged to learn one of the three major languages other than his own mother 

tongue. Based on this, the Government considers the three major languages in Nigeria 

to be Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba.  

Ekpe (2010) is of the view that though this is not a language policy in itself, it was the 

first time official pronouncement was made that defines three of the indigenous 

languages as major and others by implication “minor”. It is also the first and only 

document that assigns a role to indigenous languages in the National Education policy. 

Through this means attempts were made to address the Nigerian national language 

question, perhaps as a means of unifying the country but the implementation of the 

policies has met with little or no success at all. 

 

Culture, Language and National Development 

Having examined the various initiatives towards national development in Nigeria, a 

look will be taken at the role culture and language play in the process of national 

development.  Mondiacult’s (1982 cited in Marana, 2010) definition of culture which 

states that ‘culture is that which offers the context, values, subjectivity, attitudes and 

skills on which the development process must take place’ points to the important role 

culture plays in development. Goodenough’s (1963a) position that culture is based on 

the underlying criteria for creating meaning, values, deciding what should be done, 

how it should be done and what skills to apply, is a good foundation for understanding 

how language and culture affect national development. This sub-topic will be 

examined by looking at culture from the material and non-material aspects. 

 

Material Culture, Language and National Development  

Nigeria like all other societies has a culture that is peculiar to her as a nation and a 

group of cultures peculiar to the ethnic groups that make up the nation. This can be 

seen for instance, in greeting habits, dressing, social norms and taboos, food, songs 

and dance patterns, rites of passages from birth, through marriage to death, traditional 

occupations, religious as well as philosophical beliefs Aziza (2001). 

Nigeria has been able to preserve aspects of her material culture through art works like 

ancient sculptures and paintings in museums across the country. The type of foods 

eaten and specific modes of dressing found in the different parts of the country are all 

representative of the material aspect of the Nigerian culture. These aspects of culture 

may not overtly reflect the relationship between language and culture as they could be 

learned by the younger generation simply by imitation of what they see in the older 
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generation or within their environment. None the less, there is likely to be some form 

of transmission embedded in language use. 

However, certain aspects of   the Nigerian culture are expressed through the various 

ways language is used in ceremonies like marriage ceremonies, naming ceremonies, 

traditional burial ceremonies etc. The impact of these on development can be viewed 

from two angles. The observance of these ceremonies ensures that people who 

normally would not visit rural areas, travel home. The monies spent during these 

occasions will have an impact on the lives of individuals living in these rural areas. It 

is a well-known fact with Nigerian ceremonies that for occasions hosted by the 

wealthy especially, hotels have been built, old houses renovated, roads repaired and 

certain public infrastructures improved to cater the needs of the invited guests.  Such 

occasions also ensure that the younger generation are kept in touch with ancestral 

beliefs and ways of life.  

Festivals are another means by which culture and language contribute to national 

development. Festivals are used to preserve the dressing, customs, folklore, songs of 

different ethnic groups so they are passed from one generation to the other. Culture in 

this case is expressed and transmitted through language in the songs and chants that 

accompany these festivals. Economic activities form a normal part of these events as 

people have to buy food, drinks, water and need some form of shelter and 

transportation. The economic activities impact the environments where these festivals 

take place. The Durbars in the north, the Eyo festivals in the west, the Arugungu 

fishing festivals are just a few of these events that display and preserve the people’s 

culture and bring about some economic benefits.  

Another area where culture through language impacts national development is in the 

ancient use of storytelling to pass on traditions of the people. From the African 

traditions of storytelling came dramas of storytelling on national television such as 

Tales by Moonlight, Magana jari ce amongst others. These were a source of income 

for the national television, actors, media practitioners and a source of entertainment 

and maintenance of culture for the people. 

Onuzulike (2008) writes that the Nigerian film industry which came into being in the 

1990s, metamorphosed from the dramas aired on national television. The film industry 

is one area where culture expressed by means of language has impacted the living 

standards of a wider segment of the Nigerian people. Today, there are movies in 

Yoruba, Igbo and Hausa all sub-titled in English. The use of the Nigerian Pidgin is 

also visible in this industry and can be seen as an avenue to produce and circulate new 
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words. This is important as the Nigerian Pidgin plays an important role as an unofficial 

lingua franca in some parts of the country. Nollywood as the movie industry is referred 

to, emerged partly as a result of economic challenges but has been used not only to 

create new jobs but to showcase the diversity of the Nigerian culture within and outside 

the shores of the country. 

Nollywood and more recently Kannywood in the north, serve as a means of 

employment for persons involved in acting, producing, marketing and selling of these 

movies. It has also given rise to a cinema culture especially for the elite where new 

and trending movies are aired for the first time. Some are used to propagate good moral 

behavior like hard work, resilience, the importance of family ties, religious beliefs etc. 

Others have the negative impact of selling vices like ritual killings as a means of 

making money. Unfortunately, it is a known fact that like drama, the film industry is 

a reflection of what is obtainable in the society. 

The tourism industry is another area where culture through language has positive 

impacts on the development of the nation even though the impact is minimal presently. 

Nigeria is blessed with a number of cultural sites such as the Museum of slavery, 

Badagry; Ogbunike caves, Anambra state; the Olumo rock in Abeokuta; Osun-Osogbo 

scared grove; Arochukwu long juju, slave route, Abia; the ancient Kano city walls etc. 

According to Ovat (2003) Nigeria has enormous tourism potentials that has not been 

properly harnessed in terms of maintenance, provision of good accommodation, 

transportation and coordination with tourist agencies. According to the World 

Economic Forum’s Travel and Tourism Competitiveness index, Nigeria ranked 129 

out of 136 countries compared to Kenya (80th) and South Africa (53rd). Currently, the 

industry contributes 1.5- 1.8% to the country’s GDP. Communicating the importance 

and story behind these historic sites is done by the use of language, this should be a 

lucrative venture if issues especially of security are properly handled. 

 

Non-material Culture, Language and National Development  

The non-material aspect of culture can be found in the values that a society share, 

expressed through social behavior and language. Idang (2015) writes that values are 

an integral part of culture and that Africans have cultural values that are common 

among the nations found in the African continent. He writes that Nigerians in 

particular, have been known to have the culture of hospitality, communal way of life 

that includes members of a community jointly raising up a child, the importance of 

family ties in extended families, moral uprightness and awe for a Supreme Being, 
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belief in the afterlife, and belief in the consequences of one’s action. Currently, 

however, these values appear to be dying out fast in Nigeria.  

Religious beliefs play a vital role in the cultural life of Nigerians. Yearly, the 

government provides support to enable Nigerians perform pilgrimages according to 

their religion. Historically, religious beliefs in the traditional Nigerian religions, were 

used to establish moral standards, keep people in check due to the fear of a supernatural 

being and make society safe and prosperous. Today, though religion is still used by 

religious leaders to douse fires of conflicts which are religious in nature, religion is 

also used to incite hatred and bring disunity among citizens of the nation. The 

transmission of these religious beliefs are carried out by means of language. In Nigeria 

today, there is a strong sense of religiosity, with religious arguments capable of 

resulting in fights and blood shed but the moral uprightness that various religions teach 

are a rare trait among the people. It would appear that the monies spent on yearly 

pilgrimage by government is futile. 

While the material signs of the Nigerian culture can be seen in our mode of dressing, 

language, historical sites, artifacts and religious architecture, the actions of a large 

majority of Nigerians reflects a love for shortcuts, immorality, lack of respect for life 

and the rule of law, the celebration of wealth regardless of the source and a complete 

disregard for the consequences of one’s actions. The consequence of these values have 

led to a lifestyle of corruption which can be seen to run through the private and public 

lives of many Nigerians. As such, Osoba (2007) writes that corruption is a way of life 

in Nigeria.  

Ola et al (2014) define corruption as efforts to secure wealth or power through illegal 

means for private gain at public expense; or a misuse of public power for private 

benefit. C.B.N (2006) divided corruption into seven distinct types: autogenic, 

defensive, extortive, investive, nepotistic, supportive, and transactive. Autogenic 

corruption involves only the perpetrator for example seen in the actions of an insider 

trader. Defensive corruption occurs in situations where a person has to pay a bribe to 

secure critical services. Extortive corruption is the behavior of a person demanding 

personal compensation in exchange for services. Investive corruption entails the offer 

of goods or services in anticipation of future situations when a return favor may be 

required. Nepotistic corruption refers to the preferential treatment of, or unjustified 

appointment of friends or relations to public office, in violation of the accepted 

guidelines. The supportive type involves actions taken to protect or strengthen existing 

corruption. Finally, transactive corruption refers to situations where the two parties are 
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mutual and willing participants in the corrupt practice to the advantage of both parties. 

Unfortunately, every single type mentioned above can be found in Nigeria. 

Achebe (1983) writes that it would be impossible to attempt a comprehensive picture 

of the types and scope of corruption in Nigeria. Campbell (2020) writes that in Nigeria 

there is an understanding of “excessive” corruption, namely the wholesale looting of 

state assets which unfortunately, is seen as altogether different from the policeman at 

a checkpoint asking a motorist, “What do you have for me today?” Corruption has not 

only grown but spread to all facets of the nation.  

A look at the underlying cause of the inability of previous and current development 

plans to achieve their aims has shown that corruption runs through as a recurring 

theme. Cynado and Ezeogidi (2019) discuss in detail, documented levels of corruption 

from the rule of the first Nigerian president; Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe to President 

Obasanjo’s civilian rule in 2007.  The contribution of the President Goodluck’s 

administration to fund the growing Hollywood industry in 2015 was short circuited as 

accusations and counter accusations went back and forth when the alleged funds were 

not accessible to the industry. Today, the narrative has not changed, it is general 

knowledge for example that large sums of money must be paid to government officials 

to get a job irrespective of your educational qualification or skills. 

As is the case with transmission of other aspects of culture, Language is a vehicle used 

to transmit corruption as way of life in Nigeria. Some of the vocabularies used to 

describe corruption are bribery, embezzlement (theft of public resources by public 

officials), unfair advantages, financial malpractices, egunje, dash, gratification, brown 

envelopes, tips, emoluments, greasing, softening the ground, inducements, payment 

under the table, facilitation payments, mobilization fees, “routine governmental 

action,” revised estimates, padded contracts, etc. (ola,et al, 2014). Sapir states so aptly 

that ‘… the vocabulary of a language more or less faithfully reflects the culture whose 

purposes its serves ….” 

Campbell (2020) however, writes that in Nigeria, corruption has an important political 

dimension “…it arguably keeps Nigeria from breaking apart”. He points out that the 

country’s multi-ethnic elites require the state to access its oil wealth and so there exists 

an uneasy alliance among the elites that has kept the country together. He also points 

out that the success of President Buhari’s campaign was hinged on the fact that there 

is a general consensus among Nigerians that Nigeria is a corrupt nation in need of 

change.  
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The elite and ruling class may have been able to keep the country from breaking up 

and won elections through the use of corruption directly or indirectly but this does not 

reduce the degree of harm that corruption is bringing on the nation. Corruption directly 

affects the country as a whole as monies meant for constructing roads, providing good 

healthcare and other social amenities are being looted and stored away in private 

accounts, in most cases, outside the country.  

An emerging crop of youths are seen today who do not value education because they 

know they can bribe their way into getting certificates. Hard work or genuine 

innovations are not valued much as instant wealth is celebrated regardless of the 

source. The country as such suffers underdevelopment economically, socially and in 

human capital development.  

Mahadi and Jafari (2012) write that Culture is learnt through relation with other 

people. It is not natural, inborn and will-less; it is a social product. Culture is not a 

static set of values and practices: it is constantly recreated as people question, adapt 

and redefine their values and practices when faced with changes and the interchange 

of ideas. In the Nigerian context, in order to maintain the positive aspect of our culture 

and change the negative aspects, we need to look inwards to check that which the 

nation as a whole holds as values and make adjustments with the aim of improving the 

standard of living of the generality of Nigerians. 

 

Conclusion 

There is no doubt that a clear relationship exists between language, culture and 

national development. It is about time, Nigeria begins to consider her multi-ethnic 

cultural heritage as a valuable resource that needs to be maintained and harnessed to 

her advantage. The very fabric of the Nigerian non-material culture needs to be 

consciously examined. Values the nation wishes to embrace must be clearly spelt out 

and practically adopted. A culture of selflessness, honesty, hard work, transparency 

and national pride will serve as a basis for increased development in the nation. 
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