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Introduction 
n recent times, Nigeria has witnessed an unprecedented 

plaque of crisis and insecurity, each leading to loss of 

lives and destruction of properties. According to Ezeoha 

(2011), “Security means stability and continually of livelihood, 

predictability of relationships, feeling safe and belonging to 

a social group”. Internal security (IS) which relates to 

security could be seen as the act of keeping peace within the 

borders of a sovereign state or other self-governing 

territories. This could be carryout generally by upholding the 

national law and defending against internal security threat. 

Those responsible for internal security may range from 

police to Para-military forces, and in exceptional 

circumstances, the military itself. 
National security according to Musah (2016) entails the 

preservation of the safety of Nigerians at home and abroad 

and the protection of the sovereignty of the country’s integrity 

and its interests. Also the concept of Internal security duties 

are generally related to activities which takes place as protest 

against the actions of government and non-government 

bodies, religious intolerance , political thuggery and agitations 

which are likely to overstretch the resources of the police and 

other law enforcement agencies. Similarly, the enforcement of 

internal security duties have seen the Army establishing 

various units like the joint task force in the Niger Delta and 

deploying troops to flashpoints to douse conflicts in these 
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This paper is an 

assessment of the 

causes and effects 

of insecurity in 

Auchi, Edo State 

Nigeria in the 4th 

industrial 

revolution. Data 

relating to causes 

and effects of 
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were source with 

the assistance of 
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areas. The crises in these troubled areas no doubt are manifestations of agitations and 

discontent exhibited by various groups due to government policies of deprivation, 

marginalization and social injustice - a situation, which has created avenues for “crises of 

legitimacy; the struggle for ascendancy between sub national and national loyalties, 

which, tend to open the flood gates of irredentists and separatist claims (Andrew & 

Kennedy, 2003).  

 Insecurity on the other hand, is the antithesis of security which is the concept of 

insecurity. It has been ascribed different interpretations in association with the various 

ways which it affects individuals. Some of the common description of insecurity includes: 

want of safety; danger; hazard; uncertainty; want of confidence; doubtful; inadequate1y 

guarded or protected; lacking stability; troubled; lack of protection; and unsafe, to 

mention a few. All of these have been used by different people to define the concept of 

insecurity. These different descriptors, however, run into a common reference to a state 

of vulnerability to harm and loss of life, property or livelihood.  

Ezeoha (2011), define insecurity as “the state of fear or anxiety stemming from a concrete 

or alleged lack of protection”. It refers to lack or inadequate freedom from danger. In the 

same light, Oshodi (2011) argues that one sure way of tackling the insecurity situation in 

Nigeria is to accord the field of psychology a pride of place in policy formulation and 

implementation to promote national cohesion and integration. However, it can be clearly 

stated that Nigeria has remained more insecure especially during and after the April 2011 

presidential elections and has suffered more than ever in history, a battery of ethno-

religious-political crises, taking the shape of bomb blasts sponsored by the Boko Haram, 

Islamic State of West Africa (ISWA), among other bandits.  

unemployment, porous borders, inadequate food supply, Conflict of perception 

between the public and the government, among others as major causes of insecurity 

while the effects identified includes terrorism resulting to kidnapping, poor business 

environment, high level of migration, etc. The findings are that the Nigeria Security 

forces are relevant in combating insecurity in Nigeria but are ill equipped; and that 

inadequate skilled man-power in terms of quantity and quality is a major challenge.  

Having a modern security force with the requisite modern information and 

communication technology, remote sensing and geographical information system skills 

in security management within the 4th industrial revolution is a necessity for a sustained 

development. 

 

Keywords: Insecurity, Poverty, Unemployment, Nigeria Security Forces, 4th  Industrial 

Revolution 
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The unparalleled spate of terrorism, kidnappings and other violent crimes is to say the 

least, armed robbery. Religious leaders, churches, mosques etc are not spared in this 

onslaught in North East and North West in the recent past. There is no gain saying the fact 

that Nigeria is at a crossroad and gradually drifting towards a failed state if this insecurity 

trend continues. From the aforementioned one can posit that Nigeria has witnessed an 

unprecedented level of insecurity. Inter and intra communal clashes, ethnic clashes, 

ethno- religious violence, armed robbery, assassination, murder, gender-based violence, 

and bomb explosion have been on the increase leading to enormous loss of lives and 

properties and a general atmosphere of siege and social tension for the populace 

(Adagba, et ál. 2012;  and Igbuzor, 2011).  

Furthermore, between 2009 and 2022, over 20,000 souls both military and civilian have 

been lost in the purported “holy” crusade; this have further paralyzed government plans 

in mapping out an efficient strategy in combating insecurity. Despite soaring security 

budget, insecurity still pervades the country. Consequently, Insecurity has taken various 

forms in different parts of the country. In the South-West, armed robbering and 

kiddnapping have taken over, while in the North, states such as Kebbi, Sokoto, Zamfara, 

Katsina, Niger, Kaduna, among others cross-border bandits operate with the ease by 

burning properties/ houses, kidnapping and killing of people within the North West Geo-

political region of the country.  

However, in the South-South, South East and South West there are rampant cases of 

kidnapping/Ritual killings. Now that insecurity is fast becoming a norm in Nigeria and has 

somewhat suddenly became attractive to certain individuals in seeking to resolve issues 

that could have ordinarily been settle through due process. The end-product may lead to 

the death of innocent lives, disruption of economic activities, and destruction of 

properties among others.  

In an interview with Guardian Newspaper marking late Prof. Chinua Achebe’s 80th 

Birthday, it was said that, “Nigeria is on the brink of a precipice” and that “we urgently 

have to face up to our responsibilities before it is too late”. The rising spate of clashes 

between the Fulani herdsmen and farm crop cultivators in various part of the north-

central, south-east, south-west and south-south is also a manifestation of insecurity in 

Nigeria. On January 1st, 2018, Benue and Rivers states witnessed lot of killings by suspected 

herdsmen and cultist respectively where over 100 lives and properties worth millions of 

naira were destroy.   

Accordingly, Edeko (2011) observed that the current problems facing Nigeria is not the 

only rising incidence in crimes, but also the gradual shift in the categories of crimes 

committed from less serious to a more serious and heinous crimes of violence. This poses 

a great challenge to the police as well as raises questions of the police accountability and 

effectiveness. The Nigerian police have been highly criticized for its inability to stem the 
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rising tide of crimes in Nigeria because of series of endemic problems in recruitment, 

training and discipline and lack of expertise in specialized fields. Corruption and 

dishonesty is also widespread in the police force thereby engendering a low level of public 

confidence by the public, leading to failure to report crimes, and tendencies to resort to 

self-help by the public.  

Olonisakin (2008) captures this when he posited that the police population ratio in Nigeria 

is 1:450. At a minimum, citizens ought to have easy access to the police and feel safer as a 

result of the protection they offer. Yet Nigeria has failed to meet the standard set by the 

United Nations for effective policing.  

Today, the incidence of police brutality, corruption, violence murder and abuse of power 

has punctuated almost every aspect of the society. Armed robbery in Nigeria operate 

almost freely in the society, using deadly weapons without being challenged and detected 

by the police and where the police are fully informed, they give flimsy excuse that they do 

not have weapons to fight armed robbers. Even the ordinary man on the street that is 

expected to be supportive of the police often have serious misgiving when confronted 

with the massive mutual aids granted to the criminals by the police force.  

Apart from the aforementioned, incidence of shooting of innocent people in retaliation 

to policing policies has also constituted a serious problem that has impeded police efforts 

in crime prevention in Nigeria. Research have shown that most of police work is taken up 

in responding to crime after it has taken place and the police force do not have the 

resources to intervene in the circumstances which lead to crimes being committed. The 

traditional approaches to crime prevention also do little to address the causes of crime. 

They assume that the high rate of crime is inevitable and that the public must endeavour 

to defend itself against it.  

Consequently, these various means have not yielded satisfactory result. The newest 

security challenge is the Boko Haram militant Islamist organization, which have taken 

numerous lives and properties. The battle between the federal government and this 

group began on 26 July, 2009 when Boko Haram attacked a police station in retaliation 

for the arrest of its leaders. Police responded with their own retaliation and a curfew fell 

on the area. The attacks spread and by the next day, corpses were located around the 

police stations. Nigerian troops then surrounded the home of the leader of the sect, 

Mohammed Yusuf in Maiduguri on 28 July after his followers barricaded themselves 

inside. However, the worst happened when Mohammed Yusuf was later extra judiciously 

killed by the Nigerian police and ever since then Nigerians have not known peace. The 

socio-political implication of this development can only be imagined, given the risks and 

agony survivors are currently going through. 

 According to Adagba, et al. (2012), “We are afraid of Boko Haram”. Daddy and Mummy 

keep awake all night in case the attackers decide to invade our home. They would lock all 
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the doors tightly, pray all Night and ask us to sleep. Although, we never can, for we don’t 

know what will happen next. They said we would soon go home, so we are waiting. That 

was how Miss Agnes Agwuocha, a 17-Year old student in Kano, described the terror she 

and the members of her family had passed through. Although, the previous Boko Haram 

attacks in several cities across the north had affected mainly all including Muslims and 

Christians, the rich and the poor. “Evans the Kidnapper’s case” has been a major case of 

kidnapping in the country and other more dangerous cases, such as, the bombing of a 

train railway from Abuja to Kaduna, leading to the killings and kidnapping of over 

100persons that boarded the train. To this end, the research work therefore find out 

answers to the following problems:  

i. What are the causes and effects of insecurity in Nigeria?  

ii. Are the Nigeria Security forces relevant in combating insecurity in Nigeria?  

iii. What are the steps to enhance greater security in Nigeria?  

• Objectives of the Study  

The objectives of this study are:  

i. To find out the specific causes and fundamental effects of insecurity in Auchi, 

Nigeria;  

ii. To determine the relevance of security forces in the fight against insecurity in 

Nigeria;  

iii. To seek out solutions to insecurity in Nigeria and corrections that can be made 

to better the security forces.  

• Significance of the Study  

Considering the crucial role of security in any government, especially a 

democratically elected government, a study like this has become necessary. 

Insecurity in Nigeria has become so widespread and has taken so many lives on 

the daily basis. It then follows that something is wrong with our security affairs 

and with the state called Nigeria. This work will help in re-emphasizing and 

fostering ways by which the problem of insecurity can be address. Theoretically, 

the weakness and other lapses will be identified in this research work will assist 

policy makers in the country to restructure our security bodies.  

 

Materials and Methods 

The study area is Auchi and its Environs which comprises of Usogun , Akpekpe, Aibotse, 

Igbei, Iyekhei, Jattu, Ayua, Elele, Aviele, Egeonu, Iyakpi, Imeke, Iyuku, Ikpeshi, Warrake, 

and Ivbiaro. The area is within the guinea savannah belt of Nigeria and constitutes the 

central area of Edo North Senatorial District, which is about 145km from Benin City the 

capital of Edo State, Nigeria (Seghosime, 2015). 
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The data used in the study were from the primary and secondary sources of data 

collection. The structured questionnaire was a major instrument for collecting data 

applying one major sampling technique, which is the systematic random sampling 

technique. In analysing, the data collected for this research, the use of table and simple 

percentages were use in the presentation and analysis. Similarly, in this study, the 

researchers conducted the research in Auchi, Edo State, Nigeria. However, 200 people 

were selected as the sample of the population applying a systematic random sampling 

classification as shown in table 2.1.  

  
Source: Seghosime (2015); Rilwani & Seghosime (2017) and Seghosime (2020) 

Figure 3.1a and 3.1b: Showing Auchi and Its Environs   

• Questionnaire Administration 

A Total of 200persons were systematically selected as sample and questionnaires 

distributed to them as shown in table 1. The number of security officers who made 

their contribution is 20 respondents (10%). While respondents from the academics 

constituted 40 persons (20%). Also students from within added their opinion, 40 

respondents (20%). The business environment (traders) also added their opinion, 

that is, 80 respondents (40%) and other categories accounted for 20 respondents 

(10%). A total number of 186 questionnaires were retrieved from the respondents 

accounting for 93% of the distributed questionnaires. 
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Table 2.1: Distribution/Retrieval of Questionnaires for Data Required 

Category of 

Respondents 

Distributed   

Questionnaires 

Percentage  Retrieved 

Questionnaires 

Percentage 

Security 

officers  

20 10% 16 8.6% 

Academics  40 20% 38 20.4% 

Traders 80 40% 72 38.7% 

Students 40 20% 40 21.5% 

Others 20 10% 20 10.8% 

Total 200 100% 186 100% 

Source: Field survey, 2022. 

 

Results and Discussion 

Causes of insecurity in Nigeria 

Confronting the menace of insecurity, a key point to start off is to understand the causes 

and effects of insecurity and other social disorder and instability. The following are the 

internal causes of insecurity in Nigeria: 

• Lack of institutional capacity resulting in government failure 

Igbuzor (2011) observed that the state of insecurity in Nigeria is greatly a function 

of government failure or can be linked to government failure.  

• Pervasive material inequalities and unfairness 

Greater awareness of disparities in life chances is a major root cause of insecurity. 

A large number of Nigerians are frustrated and have lost hope, especially the 

youths and have now emerged to express their disillusion about the pervasive 

state of inequality (Onuoha 2011). 

• Ethno- religious conflicts 

Igbuzor (2011) identified ethno religious conflict and others among the major 

sources of insecurity in Nigeria.  

• Conflict of perception between the public and the government has also 

contributed to insecurity.  

• Weak security system is one of the causes of insecurity as stated by the 

respondents.   

• Loss of Socio-Cultural and Communal value systems in our societies. 

• Porous land borders between Nigeria and her neighbour - Benin, Niger, Chad and 

Cameroun Republics  

• Drug abuse among the young population especially within the age bracket of 15-

40years. 
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• Rural-Urban Migration/ Drift: Unplanned movement within the country is also 

responsible for the menace of insecurity. 

• Unemployment and poverty: Nwagbosa (2012) argued that the failure of 

successive administrations in Nigeria to address challenges of poverty, 

unemployment and inequitable distribution of wealth among ethnic nationalities 

is one of the major causes of insecurity in the country. 

 

Effects of Insecurity in Nigeria 

Terrorism as a major effect of insecurity has been spear headed by Boko Haram and other 

militant groups terrorizing the country for so many years leading to the death of over 

30,000 people according to President Muhammadu Buhari in a broadcast in 2022. 

Potential business investment has been discouraged due to high rate of insecurity as 

reported by respondents. 

Production of some companies in the North-East, South- South, South-East, and North-

West geopolitical zones has been low because of insecurity. Business enterprises rely on 

availability and regular supply of raw material for production. Security problems results 

to cut-off supply of raw materials there by posing a major threat to the development of 

industries thereby leading to price hike in the production chain. 

Limitation of the marketing processes of any industrial production. Products may find it 

difficult to get to certain locations where there could be huge markets, thereby reducing 

the amount of potential profit to be made by the industry which could lead to downsizing 

of the workforce of the organisation. 

Inadequate flow of financial assistance from foreign investors and high government 

expenditure are effects of insecurity in Nigeria. 

High level of migration is encouraged whenever there is insecurity in Nigeria especially 

from north to south and from the country to other parts of the world, that is, America, 

Europe, etc. 

 

Relevance of Nigeria Security Forces 

The security forces in the country such as the Nigerian Police Force, Army, Navy, Air Force, 

among others have been so engaged in managing the insecurity situation in the country. 

From the following questionnaire analysis, certain inference is hereby made. 

 

Question: Is the current insecurity situation in Nigeria on the high side?  

Table3.1:  High Insecurity Situation in Nigeria 

Responses Number of Respondents Percentage (%) 

Strongly agreed 95 51.08 

Agreed 37 19.89 
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Strongly Disagree  31 16.67 

Disagree 16 8.60 

Undecided 7 3.76 

Total 186 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2022. 

 

Table 3.1 above shows that the level of insecurity in the country is on the high side as 

70.97% of the respondents positively agreed that insecurity is high in Nigeria. While 3.76% 

were undecided, 25.27% decided that insecurity was at its low level. 

 

Question: Is the Security Forces effective in tackling the insecurity Problem in Nigeria? 

Table3.2: Security Forces Effectiveness in Nigeria Insecurity Challenge 

Responses Number of Respondents Percentage (%) 

Strongly agreed 27 14.52 

Agreed 19 10.22 

Strongly Disagree  127 68.28 

Disagree 11 5.91 

Undecided 2 1.08 

Total 186 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2022. 

 

From the above table 3.2, it is evident that the percentage of respondents that strongly 

disagree with the effectiveness of the Nigeria security forces is very high, which is 74.19% 

(127 and 11) of the total respondents. While the view of those who stated that the security 

forces are effective accounts for 24.74% despite the challenges facing the Nigeria security 

forces, they are still effective. 

 

Question: Is the Nigerian Security Forces empowered with the necessary crime fighting 

equipment?  

Table3.3: Level of Crime Fighting Equipment for Security Forces 

Responses Number of Respondents Percentage (%) 

Strongly agreed 12 6.45 

Agreed 26 13.98 

Strongly Disagree  109 58.60 

Disagree 39 20.97 

Undecided 0 0.0 

Total 186 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2022. 
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The level of crime fighting equipment provided to the security forces were assessed as 

148 (109 and 39) respondents representing 79.57% were of the opinion that the security 

forces were not empowered with the necessary modern crime fighting equipment as 

depicted in table 3.3 above.  

 

Question: Is insecurity aggravated by the high level of poverty and unemployment in 

Nigeria?  

Table3.4: Insecurity and High Poverty/ Unemployment Level/ Porous Borders  

Responses Number of Respondents Percentage (%) 

Strongly agreed 47 25.27 

Agreed 96 51.61 

Strongly Disagree  23 12.37 

Disagree 17 9.14 

Undecided 3 1.61 

Total 186 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2022. 

 

The high level of poverty, porous borders and unemployment in the country accounts for 

the high insecurity challenge being experienced as shown in table 3.4 above were 143 

(76.88 %) of the total respondents agreed that insecurity is aggravated by high poverty, 

porous borders and unemployment level as against 40 (21.51%) respondents that 

disagreed. The undecided respondents accounts for 1.61% 

 

Question: Does insecurity affect the socio-economic growth of the country?  

Table 3.5: Effect of Insecurity on Socio-Economic Growth 

Responses Number of Respondents Percentage (%) 

Strongly agreed 82 44.09 

Agreed 52 27.96 

Strongly Disagree  25      13.44 

Disagree 27 14.51 

Undecided 0 0.00 

Total 186 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2022. 

 

Table 3.5 above indicate strongly that insecurity affects socio-economic growth of the 

country. This is evident as 134 respondents representing 72.05% agreed that insecurity 

affects socio-economic growth of the country. It is also evident that 27.95% were of the 

view that insecurity does not affect socio-economic growth of the country while none of 

the respondents was undecided. 
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Question: Will insecurity reduce, if the Nigeria Security Forces become effective?  
Table 3.6:   Reduced Insecurity and Effectiveness of Nigeria Security Forces 

Responses Number of Respondents Percentage (%) 

Strongly agreed 83 44.62 

Agreed 64 34.40 

Strongly Disagree  16 8.60 

Disagree 23 12.37 

Undecided 0 0.00 

Total 186 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2022. 
 
The opinion on the Nigeria Security Forces becoming effective and their effect on 
insecurity as shown in table 3.6 above, where 147 respondents representing 79.02% 
agreed, that insecurity would reduce if the security forces becomes very much effective. 
The rest respondents disagreed to the statement, thereby representing 20.98% of the 
total responses. 
 
Question: Is the government doing its best in providing necessary crime fighting 
equipment to the Nigerian Security Forces? 
Table 3.6: Governments Effort in Providing Crime Fighting Equipment 

Responses Number of Respondents Percentage (%) 

Strongly agreed 37 19.89 

Agreed 35 18.82 

Strongly Disagree  89 47.85 

Disagree 23 12.37 

Undecided 2 1.28 

Total 186 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2022. 
 
The table 3.6 above shows that the government is not doing its best in the provision of crime 
fighting equipment to the Nigeria Security forces as 60.22% respondents disagreed as against 
38.71% respondents that agreed to the above question.  
Question: Can the provision of social security programmes for the poor and unemployed reduced 
the prevalence of insecurity in Nigeria? 

 
Table 3.7: Effect of Social Security Programme on Insecurity 

Responses Number of Respondents Percentage (%) 

Strongly agreed 67 17.73 

Agreed 146 38.63 

Strongly Disagree  58 15.34 

Disagree 102 26.98 

Undecided 5 1.32 

Total 378 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2018. 
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The table 3.7 shows that 213 respondents representing 56.36% agreed to the fact that 
insecurity can be reduce by the provision of social security programme for the poor and 
the unemployed, while 42.32% (160 respondents) disagreed with the aforementioned 
statement. We therefore conclude that insecurity can be scale down by the provision of 
social security programmes for the poor and the unemployed.   
 
Question: Is the Nigeria Security Forces well equipped with adequate forensic and other 
tools for investigating crimes?   
 
Table 3.8: Adequately Equip Nigeria Security Forces and Crime Investigation    

Responses Number of Respondents Percentage (%) 

Strongly agreed 26 13.98 

Agreed 36 19.35 

Strongly Disagree  18 9.68 

Disagree 106 56.99 

Undecided 0 0.00 

Total 186 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2022. 
 

On whether the Nigeria security forces are ill equipped, the above table 3.8 is an insight 
into the level to which the Nigeria Security Forces have attain in terms of being well 
equipped in carrying out investigation of crimes. The numbers of respondents that 
disagreed to the question account for 66.67% as against 33.33% that agreed to it.  
 
Question: Is the rate of poverty and unemployment high?     
From the table 3.9 below, it is reveal that the poverty level in the country is on a high 
pedestal and as such contributes for the high crime rate in the country. This as shown in 
the above table, as 158 respondents agreed that the poverty rate is high which represents 
84.94% of the total responses while 15.06% disagree. 
 
Table 3.9: High Poverty and Unemployment Rate 

Responses Number of Respondents Percentage (%) 

Strongly agreed 142 76.34 

Agreed 16 8.60 

Strongly Disagree  14 7.53 

Disagree 14 7.53 

Undecided 0 0.00 

Total 186 100% 

Source: Field Survey, 2022. 
 
Challenges Confronting Nigeria Security Forces 
The Nigeria Security Forces major challenge is their inability for effective performance of 
their duty of preventing crimes. This basic dilemma comes from the fact that crime 
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fighting needs skills, clear and unequivocal command, the inability to adhere to the 
criminal laws and procedures, insulations from political pressures and investigating 
control over the community. Other problems confronting the security forces in Nigeria 
include the following: 

1. Poor remuneration and unimpressive condition of service. 
2. The poor transportation system/ network. 
3. Inadequate skilled man-power in terms of quantity and quality relating to 

information and communication technology, remote sensing and geographic 
information systems. 

4. Inadequate funding by government and other corporate organisations for 
effective performance. 

5. Poor resource management. 
6. Inadequate logistics, arms and ammunition, uniforms and telecommunication. 
7. Inadequate office and residential accommodation. 
8. Unhygienic working condition /environment such as inhuman conditions under 

which suspect are held in Security Forces Cells. 
9. Poor crimes and operational information management. 
10. Poor knowledge of the law and disregard for human right. 
11. All forms of corrupt practices raging from indiscipline to collusion with criminals. 

 
Enhancing the Nigerian Security Forces  
Various views were source from respondents on the ways of enhancing the security outfit 
in the country. Amongst these suggestions are: 
Acquisition of modern military hardware such as air craft jet fighters equip with modern 
information and communication tools is a necessity for effective security. 
Routine training and recruitment of highly skilled man- power should be encouraged. 
Provision of socio programmes to alleviate poverty level of the country being the recent 
headquarters of poverty in the world with over 70% of her population living below poverty 
line. 
 
Conclusion and Recommendations 
In conclusion, this paper identified poverty, unemployment, porous borders, inadequate 
food supply, Conflict of perception between the public and the government, among 
others as major causes of insecurity while the effects identified includes terrorism 
resulting to kidnapping, banditry, poor business environment, high level of migration, etc. 
This paper also identified that the Nigeria Security forces are relevant in combating 
insecurity in Nigeria but are ill equipped. Inadequate skilled man-power in terms of 
quantity and quality is a major challenge.   
It is hereby recommended that building a modern security force with the requisite 
modern information and communication technology, remote sensing and geographical 
information system skills in security management within the 4th industrial revolution is a 
necessity for a sustained development. Routine training and recruitment of highly skilled 
man- power should be encouraged. Moreover, policy re-engineering through provision of 
socio programmes to alleviate poverty level in the country is a necessity. 
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