
 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
MAY, 2022 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJSSRA 
261 

SOCIAL SCIENCE RES. & ANTHROPOLOGY VOL.9 

ISSN: 2977-5745 

 

ANGUAGE POLICY AND THE PROSPECT OF 

JENJO LANGUAGE IN TARABA STATE: A 

QUANTITATIVE STUDY 

 

ISAAC ABENITU MATHEW  

English Department, College Of Education, P.M.B 1021 Zing, 

Taraba State. 

 
 

Introduction 
here is no doubt that Nigeria is one of the countries in 

the world with extreme linguistic fragmentation. This 

linguistic fragmentation is observed in terms of 

majority and minority languages, which is not unconnected 

with the size of the various ethno-linguistic groups in the 

country, whereby only three distinct groups emerged as 

three major languages, i.e. Hausa, Yoruba and Igbo, each 

with over 20 million speakers. In fact, there is enough 

evidence to lend credence to an estimate of about 450 

indigenous languages in Nigeria (Osaji, 2007; Grimes, 2012). 

Perhaps Ogunwale (2013) was right to have reported that 

Nigeria has between 400 and 450 indigenous languages, out 

of which none served as a National language, only 3 emerged 

as major languages; some are regarded as minor languages 

while the remaining ones are tagged minority languages. 

Moreover, Ahmed (2013) maintained that minority 

languages are languages of small minority groups scattered 

unevenly throughout Nigeria, whose speakers together 

constitute only about 7% of the national population; minor 

languages are spoken by about 20% whereas about 73% of the 

national population speak the major languages. Going by this 

analysis, every minority language speaker still speaks one of 

the major languages, thereby easing the process of  
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ABSTRACT 
Issues surrounding 

language shift and 

language extinction 

has become a 

source of concern to 

sociolinguistic in 

particular and 

minority language 

speakers in general. 

Evidence from 

literature and early 

studies reveal that 

many minority 

languages are still at 

the verge of 

extinction in 

Nigeria. Based on 

this rationale, this 

research work 

examined the role 

of language policy in 

protecting minority 

languages in general 

and Jenjo language 

Taraba State in 

particular. In order 

to achieve the 

objectives of this 

study, three (3) 

research questions 
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consumption of minority languages under such major language. 
Invariably, major languages in Nigeria have negatively impacted minority languages and 

by extension force minority languages into extinction. For instance, Hausa language being 

the major language in the northern Nigeria has suppressed the use of many minority 

languages of the northerners. Although all languages in a state cannot be considered as 

official languages of the state since there is no state with a single tribe and mono-

linguistic. In fact, Taraba State is one of the states in the north, gifted with over 70 tribes 

and minority languages in which Jenjo language is one of them (Wikipedia, 2022).  

Needless to say one of the prominent minority languages in Taraba State is Jenjo. Jenjo 

language is spoken in and around Karim-Lamido Local Government Area and Lau Local 

Government Area in Taraba State, and Numan Local Government Area in Adamawa State, 

as well as in other nearby states of north-eastern Nigeria (Tom, 2018). In spite of the 

usefulness of Jenjo language and other minority languages in Taraba State, recognition 

and research hypotheses were designed to guide the study. It was a descriptive research 

design that target twelve thousand three hundred and forty-five (12,345) total 

population out of which one hundred and twenty (120) sample size were drawn using 

purposeful sampling technique. A researcher-developed questionnaire titled “Language 

Policy and Prospect of Jenjo Language in Taraba State Questionnaire (LPPJPTSQ)’ was 

used for data collection while face and content validity of the instrument was be done 

by two experts in the field of languages at Taraba State university, Jalingo. Also, pilot 

study was conducted on thirty (30) respondents outside the study, which yielded .74% 

coefficient with the aid of Cronbach’s Alpha Reliability Analysis. The data collated was 

analyzed using Mean, PPMC and Regression Analysis @ 0.05 level of significance. The 

findings revealed that; there is no significant relationship between language policy and 

minority languages; there is significant relevance of language policy in meeting the 

problems of minority languages; as well as there is significant moderating effect of 

language policy on Jenjo language in Taraba State. Among others, the study 

recommended that minority language speakers should freely and frequently speak their 

languages to be proud of their language and encourage others to like the language, and 

that the speakers of minority languages should document and write books, and 

showcase programmes on Radio and Television set using their local languages. The study 

therefore concluded that language policy is directly linked to promulgation of major and 

official languages, whereas the same policy is required for recognition and acceptance of 

Jenjo language by Tarabans.  

 

Keywords: Language policy, minority language, major language, Jenjo language, 

Hausa language 
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has been accorded to the major language (Hausa) at the expense of minority languages. 

Simply put, there is policy lopsidedness in the use of major languages and minority 

languages in Nigeria in general and Taraba State in particular. Take for instance, the 

provision in Section 1, paragraph 8 of the National Policy on Education (2013) states that 

in the interest of national unity, every child should learn one of the three major languages 

in addition to first language. Similarly, it is enshrined in the 1999 Constitution as amended 

that: The business of the National Assembly shall be conducted in English and in Hausa, 

Ibo and Yoruba when adequate arrangements have been made thereof. The business of 

the House of Assembly shall be conducted in English, but the House may in addition to 

English conduct the business of the House in one or more other languages spoken in the 

State as the House may by resolution approve. 

By and large, the pronouncements with regard to the status of the minority languages 

become a source of strength to the three major languages, thereby leading to language 

loyalty or ethnic loyalty of Nigeria’s minority language speakers. Perhaps Olaoye (2016) 

was right to have observed that language policy has subdued minority languages and 

made them socially, economically and politically subservient to the three major languages 

in Nigeria. Arguably, in Taraba State, this is not unconnected with the fact that Hausa is 

an official regional language, in addition to being the language of local administration; it 

also became the medium of instruction in the primary schools as well as an important 

prerequisite for employment opportunities in both public and private sectors. For 

Adeniran (2018), the resultant effects of social, cultural and economic benefits associated 

with the use of language was the development of widespread bilingualism in Hausa and 

the minority languages of the Tarabans to the extent that Hausa became the undisputed 

Taraba language. Hence, the minority languages have been relegated to the backyard on 

the basis of ‘Policy Favouritism’. 

Evidently, the prospect of minority languages is dependent of language policy 

surrounding its usage in Taraba State. In other words, minority languages can be relevant 

provided there is multilingual policy that reckons with its activities and or significance 

roles of minority languages within the confine of Taraba State. For instance, the current 

language policy as enshrined in the 1999 Constitution as amended states that: “The 

business of the National Assembly shall be conducted in English and in Hausa, Igbo and 

Yoruba when adequate arrangements have been made thereof. Also that: The business 

of the House of Assembly shall be conducted in English, but the House may in addition to 

English conduct the business of the House in one or more other languages spoken in the 

State as the House may by resolution approve”. By implication, the first statement 

strongly suggests that the three major languages are being accorded the status of 

national languages on an equal basis. Also, it further implies that their constant operation 
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as national languages will minimize the windows of role of English in the nation’s affairs. 

To this end, the viability of the major languages as national languages cannot be denied 

because they might further share in some of the other important national functions that 

English presently serves exclusively (e.g., judiciary and legal system). In the same vein, 

states can replicate the processes leading to recognition of minority languages in public 

functions at the state level. In fact, the second constitutional statement is significant and 

emphatic by providing basis for language policy formulation at states level, thereby 

paving ways for the use of minority languages in the state legislatures. In this wise, the 

statement underscores the significant role of language policy which takes cognizance of 

local, social and linguistic conditions of Tarabans to the prospect of minority languages in 

the State. 

The assertion above lends credence to relevance of language policy in solving the 

problems of minority languages within the state. In support of this, Hoffmann (2011) 

argued that language policy is concerned with both the symbolic function of language 

within a society, and with the instrumental use that its speakers make of their language. 

For Kaplan and Baldauf (2007), language policy should be construed as a systematic 

attempt to resolve the communication problems of a state by exploring various dialects 

and developing a viable policy concerning the collection and the use of different 

languages. That is, language policy ought to seek to understand the languages available 

and illuminate the importance of those selected to be used for various functions within 

the state. This explains why Owolabi (2014) construed language policy as a body of ideas, 

laws and regulations, directed towards rules, beliefs and practices intended to achieve a 

planned change (or to stop change from happening) in the language use in one or more 

communities. By implication, minority languages can only serve similar functions as 

national languages, if there is policy stipulation backing its usage for public events at the 

state level. Hence, the relevance of language policy in meeting the problems of minority 

languages in Taraba State cannot be underestimated. 

Moreover, language policy has significant effect on minority languages of the state and 

by extension on Jenjo language in Taraba State. For instance, the National Policy on 

Education (FRN, 2013) recommends the use of community language as the language of 

instruction in pre-primary and lower primary education and major languages are taught 

as subjects in secondary education; while English is used as medium of instruction from 

upper primary education to university. By implication, Nigerian language policy aimed at 

producing citizens that can communicate in English as official language, one of the three 

major languages and minority language of his community (Emenanjo, 2015). However, 

implementation of this policy excludes the use of minority languages (Jenjo language in 

this context) as medium of instruction at the detriment of major language (Hausa 



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
MAY, 2022 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJSSRA 
265 

SOCIAL SCIENCE RES. & ANTHROPOLOGY VOL.9 

ISSN: 2977-5745 

language) to the extent that the latter dominates events and activities in the community 

including medium of instruction in the primary schools.  

At this juncture, it must be reiterated that language policy is required to formulate the use 

of Jenjo language among Jenjo people in particular and Tarabans in general. Again, it is 

the functional role of language policy to empower minority languages with codification 

(e.g. Jenjo language) to be used for governance in Taraba State. In fact, Norton and 

Othaniel (2020) had argued that Jenjo language possesses the characteristics of major 

languages such as language names, the standardized nomenclature code used to classify 

languages (i.e. ISO Codes) and the name to refer to the language (i.e., Autonyms) for its 

definite roles in governance. For instance, at the state level, Jenjo language can be 

considered for media activities and school subject in the primary and secondary schools 

with the possibility of being examined at Senior Secondary Certificate Examination (SSCE) 

or General Certificate Examination (GCE O’L) Ordinary Level. However, language policy is 

required to promote Jenjo language to the level or status of the major languages in 

Nigeria. For Awonusi (2015), minority languages of certain status could be utilized as 

additional languages of the State House of Assembly. In this sense, issues surrounding the 

use of Jenjo language are within the jurisdiction of state government to legislate on its 

development. Even the fact that media and education could be used to promote Jenjo 

language does not mean its automatic acceptance by all Tarabans, but it will give Jenjo 

language a befitting status in the state. 

Evidently, the prospects and challenges of Jenjo language in Taraba State are dependent 

on relevance of language policy. Perhaps Agbedo (2017) was right to have observed that 

language policies have been used to promote one official language at the expense of 

others thereby leading to language loyalty and language vulnerability. By implication, 

language policy can be geared towards arresting those factors that hinder adoption and 

usage of a minority language for state functions. Little wonder, Owolabi (2014) argued 

that language policy is what a government does either officially through legislation, court 

policy to determine how language is used, cultivate language skills needed to meet 

national/state priorities or to establish the rights of individuals or groups to use and 

maintain languages. Indeed, language policy is highly required to preserve Jenjo language 

and promote linguistic diversity of Taraba State. Beyond this, it could be asserted that 

Jenjo language is in danger of disappearing in the 21st century without considering the 

size of the native speakers’ population, potent for use in formal communication, 

geographical dispersion and the socio-economic standing of its speakers.  

Although, it is important to say that language policy is a viable tool for shifting Jenjo 

language from being the language of local people to a language that is essential for 

participation in the state affairs. This is based on the feelings that the decline in the use of 
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Jenjo language might place it on the verge of extinction as many other Northern 

languages that have gone extinction in recent times (Grimes, 2012). Indeed, national 

language policy is capable to mitigate the rate at which minority languages become 

victims of linguicide in every country of the world, Nigeria inclusive. It is against this 

backdrop that this study investigates language policy and the prospect of Jenjo language 

in Taraba State.   

 

Literature Review  

Language policy could be construed as a process of regulating communicative approach 

of a nation with respect to the resident language or languages within the nation. For 

Akindele and Adegbite cited in Egwuogu (2017), language policy is a set of deliberate 

activities systematically designed to select from, organize and develop the language 

resources of a community in order to enhance the utilization of such resources for 

development. This shows that language policy is geared towards integrating the 

community, region or country by designing a language for encompassing development. 

Little wonder, scholars like Ejikeme and Iyiola (2019) averred that language policy makers 

in Nigeria should culminate into the development of the numerous neglected minority 

languages. By implication, the authors’ observation acknowledges the size of the 

speakers of community language, the use of the language in formal communication, 

geographical dispersion and the socioeconomic standing of its speakers as factors 

threatening the neglected minority languages. Therefore, language policy ought to 

develop and contribute meaningfully to the propagation of Nigerian minority languages. 

The assertion above underscores the significant role of minority languages in social 

interaction, cohesion and unity, smooth interaction with community neighbours and as 

medium of instruction and subjects in our academic programme. This is supported by 

Adams when he asserted that where there is a multiplicity of languages, all of such 

languages must be cultivated and activated to serve the various communicative needs in 

these different domains (Adams, 2013). Moreover, the recognition and identification of 

minority languages through the policy is a giant step to enable it stand side-by-side with 

English language in which a foreign language alone is used by a fraction of the population 

for governance, to the exclusion of the majority of the population. In this wise, language 

policy gives room for multilingualism with the intent of enabling the nation to preserve its 

indigenous languages and forge a unique (indigenous) national identity, on the one hand, 

and foster national and international communication, on the other hand. That is, language 

policy can be used to scale-up both major and minority languages within the country for 

different functional roles. Hence, for the purpose of this study, language policy is 

conceived as an organized body of precepts designed by the State for promulgating and 
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conducting activities within and beyond the community of the speakers of minority 

languages.  

In support of this, Salawdeen and Hamzah (2016) advocate for a language policy backed 

by legislation that would empower Nigerian minority languages to be used as media of 

instruction from pre-primary to primary levels, and as teaching subjects from JSS to SSS 

levels. This shows that language policy is needed to break away from the yoke of linguistic 

imperialism of the major languages. Perhaps, this explains why Egwuogu (2017) observe 

that the three major languages enjoy greater prominence in the national life of the 

country than others as each is spoken as Mother Tongue (MT) in not less than seven out 

of the 36 States of the Federation. Conversely, the minority languages are used for local 

communication, being restricted to the primary domains of life (Webb, 2014) such as 

informal or interpersonal relations, local markets, traditional social institutions and 

religion (Igboanusi, 2012). However, some of the local languages occupy important 

positions as they are seen beyond the country e.g. Fulfulde, or studied as subjects in 

schools e.g. Efik. To this end, the fact that the Nigerian major languages that have been 

significantly developed in terms of lexicon, grammar and literature is enough evidence to 

deduce that the neglected minority languages have the potentials to be developed and 

serve the same functions in the big three (Hausa, Yoruba and Igbo).   

A minority language is a language spoken by a minority of the population of a country. 

Joseph (2018) described minority language as a language of a group of people whose 

practices, race, religion, ethnicity or other characteristics are fewer in numbers than the 

main groups of those classifications. In fact, in present-day sociology, a minority language 

refers to a language of a category of people who experience relative disadvantage as 

compared to members of a dominant social group (Ritzer, 2014). This explains why the 

term minority often occurs within the discourse of civil rights and collect rights, as 

members of minority groups are prone to differential treatment in the countries and 

societies in which they live. However, Timothy and Rimi (2017) observed that out of 

estimated number of roughly 7,000 languages that are spoken worldwide, the vast 

majority of languages in the world are minority languages in every country. Stressing 

further that some minority languages are simultaneously official languages e.g. Irish in 

Ireland or the indigenous language of Bolivia. 

On the contrary, Oluwatoyin (2017) describes minority language as a language that is 

considered to be spoken by the inhabitants of an area and which this group of people 

acquired in their early years and that this language normally becomes their instrument of 

thought and communication. In other words, it is the language that one learns in his 

immediate speech community and uses as language of intimacy. To this end, in the 

context of this research, minority language is conceived as an individual language learnt 
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from his local community to preserve the custom, value and tradition of such community. 

For Fafunwa (2004), this language is well-known as the identity of the ancestors; and it is 

through the language that thought occurs. Hence, minority language provides children 

the ability to understand, interpret and make relevant meaning and contributions to any 

expression.    

There is no doubt that language policy has persistently favoured major languages at the 

detriment of minority language, thereby leading to conflict situation between the major 

and minority languages in Nigeria. Perhaps, scholar like Peter (2011) was right to have 

observed that most powerful social groups deliberately use the instrument of policy to 

impose their language on the less powerful by enforcing linguistic imperialism. In this 

sense, language policy has been used to subjugate minority languages to the loyalty of 

major languages whereby the later dominates the political, economic and cultural 

transactional activities of the State. That is, virtually all activities in the state are carried 

out through the major languages (Hausa, Yoruba, or Igbo) to the extent that minority 

languages are not reckoned with in matters relating to political, economic and cultural 

activities at the state level. Hence, this is the genesis of language shift in Nigeria, whereby 

minority languages are being compelled to adopt the major language of their region.   

However, Suleiman (2014) argued that the State actors can use language policy to resolve 

the plight of language loss among minority languages. In other words, ethnic groups and 

speakers of minority languages could leverage on the language principle and policy to 

promote vitality, versatility and stability of minority language for economic, cultural, 

political and social entity of its speakers. That is, language policy serves as an umbrella to 

protect and promote minority languages from sudden extinction. For instance, policy is 

the framework upon which minority languages can be utilized as media of instruction; and 

printing and production of materials in minority languages for educational purposes. To 

this end, policy is germane to preservation and promulgation of minority languages 

beyond the confined walls of minority territorial activities. 

Again, the plight and challenges of minority languages are closely associated with issues 

surrounding language policy. At one point or the other, minority languages were/are still 

considered potential threats to the cohesion of the state because of the possibilities of 

claims for special status, mother tongue teaching, and even declaration of independence. 

Little wonder, Akinola (2016) observed that language policy is meant to save minority 

languages in totality because it only provides the usage of language in institutions or 

official places such as schools not in public or in the family. In essence, private or family 

language and unofficial activities are usually considered outside the purview of language 

policy, thereby making the policy as policy of official affairs of the state. That is, minority 
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languages are untouched in terms of who, how and when are they are used among 

minority ethnic groups of State. 

However, due to the reversibility of such policy, it is glaring that inactiveness of 

government in this direction cannot guarantee the continuance of the minority 

languages, even within the State. For Jonson (2017), language policy is mostly concerned 

about the major language for the purpose of integration, assimilation and even alienation 

of minority languages of the local people. In this sense, language policy is targeted at 

ensuring continuity of the major languages since the speakers of many minority languages 

have been coerced to learn and speak the language for large scale businesses, decisions 

in the customary court, and mostly in the religion gathering of huge numbers. Simply put, 

the language policy strengthens the major languages to the extent that it has become a 

blanket that covers the crucial role of language in social and cultural life of minority ethnic 

groups. To this end, language policy contributes to the problem of minority languages 

without considering the fact that when a language dies, the acquisition, accumulation, 

maintenance and transmission of knowledge of its ethic people also die.  

There is no doubt that language shift and or loss is a monumental loss to the speakers of 

such minority language. In other words, the major challenge of Jenjo language is the 

language shift necessitated by the major language (Hausa) to the extent that the former 

is being threatened by the later. Little wonder, Johnson (2015) conceived minority 

language right as amiable stands for reckoning with minority languages in terms of power 

relations, political events, social and economic empowerment as well as social mobility of 

their speakers. That is, apart from the threat of extinction being faced by Jenjo language, 

Hausa language seems to dominate and subjugate the rights and benefits associated with 

Jenjo language in terms of politics, economic and social ties promulgated through 

language policy.  

Put differently, language policy can be used to fight for language rights as human rights 

among the speakers of Jenjo language. In support of this, Tollefson (2011) observed that 

an individual’s or ethnic group’s right to maintain the use of their chosen language and 

the right of all to acquire the dominant language should be viewed (by the state and by 

international bodies) in a similar way to other more generally recognized human rights, 

such as the right to shelter or the right to education. That is, language rights of the 

speakers of minority languages are crucial in ensuring that the challenges of minority 

languages are rectified through language policy. Hence, the Taraba State government can 

make it possible for Tarabans to speak language of the choice as a sign of respect for civil 

and human rights.   
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Statement of Problem 

It is obvious that language policy provides meeting point for language combination 

between different speech communities within a particular society. Grenoble (2013) 

maintained that where minority languages are endangered, language policy often takes 

the form of specific ideologies that underline language selection strategies. Perhaps this 

explains why language policy in Nigeria affects many languages especially the minority 

languages, but little is explored in this direction. For instance, in Taraba State, minority 

languages are threatened by dominance of major language (Hausa) to the extent that 

several minority languages are at the verge of extinction. Today, Jenjo language could be 

described as one of the endangered species of language in Taraba State considering 

exclusion of its usage as a medium of instruction in education system (pre-primary and 

primary education). Definitely policy implementation reckons with vulnerability of 

minority languages, but the role of language policy for the prospect of minority languages 

in Nigeria is not yet explored. Thus this study examines language policy and the prospect 

of minority languages in Nigeria with reference to Jenjo language in Taraba State. 

 

Research Objectives  

The study aims at examining the role of language policy towards the prospect of Jenjo 

language in Taraba State. Specifically, the study will ascertain:  

1. To determine the relationship between language policy and minority languages in 

Taraba State. 

2. To find out the relevance of language policy in meeting the problems of minority 

languages in Taraba State. 

3. To determine the moderating effect of language policy on Jenjo language in 

Taraba State. 

 

Research Questions 

The following research questions are formulated to guide the study:- 

1. What is the relationship between language policy and minority languages in 

Taraba State? 

2. What is the relevance of language policy in meeting the problems of minority 

languages in Taraba State? 

3. What is the moderating effect of language policy on Jenjo language in Taraba 

State? 

 

Research Hypotheses  

The following null hypotheses will be tested at 0.05 level of significance; 
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Ho1: There is no significant relationship between language policy and minority languages 

in Taraba State. 

Ho2: There is no significant relevance of language policy in meeting the problems of 

minority languages in Taraba State 

Ho3: There is no significant moderating effect of language policy on Jenjo language in 

Taraba State 

 

Methodology  

This study was quantitative finding on language policy and the prospects of Jenjo 

language in Taraba State, using a descriptive survey design. The target population 

included all twelve thousand three hundred and forty-five (12,345) civil servants across 

twenty-four (24) ministries in Taraba State. That is, twelve thousand three hundred and 

forty-five (12,345) constituted target population for this study. Purposeful sampling 

technique was used to select five (5) participants from each ministry. On the whole, the 

sample size stood at one hundred and twenty (120) civil servants. A researcher-developed 

questionnaire titled “Language Policy and Prospect of Jenjo Language Questionnaire 

(LPPJLQ)” was used to elicit respondents’ views and opinions on the subject matter. A 

pilot test was conducted on thirty (30) respondents outside the study area and reliability 

coefficient yielded .74% using Cronbach’s Alpha analysis. The data collected were 

subjected to descriptive statistics for proper analysis such as arithmetic mean, percentage 

table, standard deviation and charts while inferential statistics (Pearson Product Moment 

Correlation Analysis and Regression Analysis) was used to ascertain the degree and the 

nature of the relationship between language policy and minority languages. 

 

Answering of Research Questions 

Demographic Data of Respondents  

 

Table 1: Showing Information on Respondents’ Proficiency in Jenjo Language  

Proficiency 

Areas   

VH H L VL Total 

F % F % F % F % F % 

Speaking   221 41 170 31 85 16 68 12 120 100 

Writing  68 12 340 63 71 14 65 11 120 100 

Understanding  272 50 170 31 68 13 34 6 120 100 

 

Table 1 showed the frequency and percentage of respondents to each of the proficiency 

areas in Jenjo language and data collected were used to plot bar chart below. 

Fig. 1: Respondents Proficiency in Jenjo Language   
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The chart above revealed forty-one percent (41%) of the respondents who agreed that to 

a very high extent, low economic nature of Hausa language is one of the reasons for 

negative attitude of school proprietors towards teaching Hausa language in private 

schools. Also, the chart indicated sixty-three percent (63%) of the respondents who 

agreed that parents demand for English language at high extent is one of the main 

reasons for negative attitude of school proprietors towards teaching Hausa language. In 

addition, the chart showed fifty percent (50%) of the respondents who agreed that to a 

very high extent, request for global language is another reason for negative attitude of 

school proprietor towards teaching Hausa language. Whereas forty-one percent (41%) of 

the respondents agreed that to low extent, school proprietors have negative attitude 

towards teaching Hausa language on the basis of better job opportunities while fifty-

three percent (53%) of the respondents agreed that to a very high extent, school 

proprietors have negative attitude towards teaching Hausa language due to its low 

prestige.   

 

Research Question 1: What is the relationship between language policy and minority 

languages in Taraba State? 

41%

12%

50%

31%

63%

31%

16% 14% 13%12% 11%
6%

SPEAKING WRITING UNDERSTANDING

Respondents Proficiency in Jenjo Language

Very High High Low Very Low
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Table 2: Showing relationship between language policy and minority languages in Taraba 

State 

S/N Items  Valid 

No 

Mean  Decision  

1. Minority languages are not recognized like major 

languages in Nigerian language policy. 

120 3.49 Accept  

2. The policy allows domination of majority language 

over minority languages. 

120 3.41 Accept 

3. The use of regional languages is a bad policy for 

minority languages.  

120 3.20 Accept 

4. Language policy is the bane of loss of minority 

languages. 

120 3.20 Accept 

5. Language policy affects the use of minority 

languages in political and economic activities of the 

state. 

120 3.09 Accept 

 Grand Mean 120 3.28 Accept 

 

Table 2 above indicates the opinions of respondents on the relationship between 

language policy and minority languages in Taraba State. Based on the table, the mean 

scores of the respondents- 3.49, 3.41, 3.20, 3.20, and 3.09 for items 1 to 5 respectively seem 

to above the mean of 2.50 for acceptance level.  

The results from the table indicated that all respondents affirmed that items 1-5 have 

strong relationship with minority languages in the study area. The results revealed that 

minority languages are not recognized like major languages in Nigerian language policy, 

the policy allows domination of majority language over minority languages, the use of 

regional languages is a bad policy for minority languages, language policy is the bane of 

loss of minority languages as well as language policy affects the use of minority languages 

in political and economic activities of the state with mean scores of 3.49, 3.41, 3.20, 3.20, 

and 3.09 respectively have direct relationship with minority languages. The grand mean 

value which is 3.28 indicates that the respondents are of the view that language policy has 

strong and direct relationship with minority languages in Taraba State.  

 

Research Question 2: What is the relevance of language policy in meeting the problems 

of minority languages in Taraba State? 

Table 3: Showing relevance of language policy in meeting the problems of minority 

languages in Taraba State 
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S/N Items  Valid No Mean  Decision  

6. Language policy has relegated minority languages 

to community and family language. 

120 3.31 Accept  

7. Minority languages are well-known for unofficial 

activities. 

120 3.21 Accept 

8. Policy has failed to recognize minority languages as 

languages of public institutions. 

120 3.40 Accept 

9. Language policy ensures alienation of minority 

languages of the local people. 

120 2.84 Accept 

10. Language policy strengthens the major languages 

by denying the use of minority languages for social 

and cultural life of the State.   

120 3.18 Accept 

 Grand Mean 120 3.19 Accept 

 

Table 3 above indicates the opinions of respondents on the relevance of language policy 
in meeting the problems of minority languages in Taraba State. In line with the table, the 
mean scores of the respondents- 3.31, 3.21, 3.40, 2.84, and 3.18 for items 6 to 10 
respectively seem to above the mean of 2.50 for acceptance level.  
The results from the table indicated that all respondents affirmed that items 6-10 have 
relevance in meeting the problems of minority languages in the study area. The results 
revealed that language policy has relegated minority languages to community and family 
language, minority languages are well-known for unofficial activities, policy has failed to 
recognize minority languages as languages of public institutions, language policy ensures 
alienation of minority languages of the local people as well as language policy strengthens 
the major languages by denying the use of minority languages for social and cultural life 
of the state with mean scores of 3.31, 3.21, 3.40, 2.84, and 3.18 respectively are relevant in 
meeting the problems of minority languages. The grand mean value which is 3.19 indicates 
that the respondents are of the view that language policy is relevant in meeting the 
problems of minority languages in Taraba State.  
 
Research Question 3: What is the moderating effect of language policy on Jenjo language 
in Taraba State? 
Table 4: Showing moderating effect of language policy on Jenjo language in Taraba State 

S/N Items  Valid No Mean  Decision  

11. Language policy has created space for language 
shift. 

120 3.13 Accept  

12. The policy has denied the use of Jenjo language in 
politics in the state. 

120 2.62 Accept 

13. It has affected the feasibility of using Jenjo 
language in every nook and cranny of social fabrics 
in the state. 

120 2.68 Accept 
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14. The policy has negative effect on supposed 
economic benefits of Jenjo language.  

120 2.51 Accept 

15. The current language policy denies the language 
rights of Jenjo speakers.    

120 2.73 Accept 

 Grand Mean 120 2.73 Accept 

 
Table 4 above indicates the opinions of respondents on the moderating effect of language 
policy on Jenjo language in Taraba State. Based on the table, the mean scores of the 
respondents- 3.13, 2.62, 2.68, 2.51 and 2.73 for items 11 to 15 respectively seem to above 
the mean of 2.50 for acceptance level.  
The results from the table indicated that all respondents affirmed that items 11-15 have 
moderating effect on Jenjo language. The results revealed that language policy has 
created space for language shift, the policy has denied the use of Jenjo language in politics 
in the state, it has affected the feasibility of using Jeno language in every nook and cranny 
of social fabrics in the state, the policy has negative effect on supposed economic benefits 
of Jenjo language as well as the current language policy denies the language rights of 
Jenjo speakers with mean scores of 3.13, 2.62, 2.68, 2.51 and 2.73 respectively have 
moderating effect on Jenjo language. The grand mean value which is 2.73 indicates that 
the respondents are of the view that language policy has moderating effect on Jenjo 
language in Taraba State.  
 
Testing of Hypotheses  
The following null hypotheses will be tested at 0.05 level of significance:- 
Ho1: There is no significant relationship between language policy and minority languages 
in Taraba State. 
 
Table 5: An “r” Statistical Table Showing the Relationship between Language Policy and 
Minority Languages in Taraba State  

Variables N Mean SD Df r-cal. Sig. Value (p) Decision 

Language Policy  120 5.31 2.17  
 
119 

 
 
0.14* 

 
 
0.11 

 
 
Accept  
Ho 

Minority Languages       120 16.39 2.91 

P= 0. 11 > 0.05 
 

From table 5 above, it is noteworthy to inform that a non-relationship was observed 
between language policy and minority languages. This was evidenced with a yield of 
the calculated “r” (r- cal. = 0.14) at 119 degrees of freedom given that the obtained level 
of significance (p-value) is 0.11 as against the 0.05 (statistical benchmark). By 
implication, the null hypothesis that says there is no significant relationship between 
language policy and minority languages in Taraba State is therefore accepted. 
Consequently, there is no significant relationship between language policy and 
minority languages in Taraba State.  
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Ho2: There is no significant relevance of language policy in meeting the problems of 
minority  languages in Taraba State 
 
 
Table 6: An “r” Statistical Table Showing the Relevance of Language Policy in Meeting 
the Problems of Minority Languages in Taraba State  

Variables N Mean SD Df r-cal. Sig. Value (p) Decision 

Language Policy  120 5.31 2.17  
 
119 

 
 
0.13* 

 
 
0.15 

 
 
Accept 
Ho 

Meeting Problem     120 13.63 3.61 

p= 0. 15 > 0.05 
 

From table 6 above, it is important to inform that a non-relevance was observed 
between language policy and the problems of minority languages. This was evidenced 
with a yield of the calculated “r” (r- cal. = 0.13) at 119 degrees of freedom given that the 
obtained level of significance (p-value) is 0.15 as against the 0.05 (statistical 
benchmark). By implication, the null hypothesis that says there is no significant 
relevance of language policy in meeting the problems of minority languages in Taraba 
State is therefore accepted. Hence, there is no significant relevance of language policy 
in meeting the problems of minority languages in Taraba State.  

Ho3: There is no significant moderating effect of language policy on Jenjo language in 
Taraba State 

Table 7: Regression Coefficient Predicting Moderating Effect of Language Policy on 
Jenjo Language in Taraba State  

Model  Unstandardized 
Coefficients  

Standardized 
Coefficients  

t Sig. Decision  

B Std. 
Error 

Beta 

Constant 
variable: 
Language 
policy 
 
Dependent 
variable: Jenjo 
language   

13.538 
 
 
      0.24 

          
.831 
 
 
               
.145 

 
 
 
                        
0.15 

16.301 
 
 
           
.168 

   
.0000 
 
 
 
       
.867 

Reject 
Ho 

.0000 < 0.05 
 

From table 7 above, it is worthwhile to inform that a significant moderating effect of 
language policy on Jenjo language was observed. This was evidenced with a regression 
coefficient ‘t’ (t-cal.= .301 is greater than .168 @ .0000 and .867 level of significance 
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respectively. By implication, the null hypothesis that says there is no significant 
moderating effect of language policy on Jenjo language in Taraba State is therefore 
rejected. Thus, there is significant moderating effect of language policy on Jenjo 
language in Taraba State.  
 
Discussion of Findings  
Ho1: There is no significant relationship between language policy and minority languages 
in Taraba State. 
Numerical evidences from table 5 revealed a non-relationship between language policy 
and minority languages (with calculated r-value 0.14 and a p-value of 0.11 > against the 
statistical benchmark of 0.05). Hence, there is no significant relationship between 
language policy and minority languages in Taraba State. 
In agreement with the current study, the study by Johnson (2017) revealed that language 
policy is mostly concerned about the major language for the purpose of integration, 
assimilation and even alienation of minority languages of the local people. Needless to 
say language policy is designed to ensure continuity of the major languages since the 
speakers of minority languages have been coerced to speak the major language. On the 
contrary to the present findings, Akinola (2016) found out that language policy is meant 
to save minority languages in totality because it only provides the usage of language in 
institutions or official places and not in public or in the family. In other words, unofficial 
activities are considered outside the purview of language policy, thereby making the 
policy as policy of official affairs of the state. To this end, minority languages are 
untouched in terms of who, how and when are they used among minority groups of state.  
Ho2: There is no significant relevance of language policy in meeting the problems of 
minority languages in Taraba State 
Numerical evidences from table 6 revealed a non-relevance between language policy and 
the problems of minority languages (with calculated r-value 0.13 and a p-value of 0.15 > 
against the statistical benchmark of 0.05). Hence, there is no significant relevance of 
language policy in meeting the problems of minority languages in Taraba State.  
The current study is in agreement with Johnson (2017) who concluded that language 
policy strengthens the major languages to the extent that it has become a blanket that 
covers the crucial role of language in social and cultural life of minority ethnic groups. In 
other words, there is no relevance of language policy in meeting the problems of minority 
languages, rather it contributes to the problems of minority languages without 
considering that when a language dies, the acquisition, accumulation, maintenance and 
transmission of knowledge of its ethic people also die. Conversely, Suleiman (2014) 
recommended that state actors should activate relevance of language policy to resolve 
the plight of language loss among minority languages. This shows that ethnic groups and 
speakers of minority languages could leverage on the language principle and policy to 
promote vitality, versatility and stability of minority language for economic, cultural, 
political and social entity of its speakers. Thus, language policy serves as an umbrella to 
protect and promote minority languages from sudden extinction.  
Ho3: There is no significant moderating effect of language policy on Jenjo language in 
Taraba State 
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Numerical evidences from table 7 revealed a significant moderating effect of language 
policy on Jenjo language In Taraba State (with regression coefficients t-cal= .301 > .168 
and p-value .867 > .0000. therefore, there is significant moderating effect of language 
policy on Jenjo language in Taraba State.  
In support of the current study, Johnson (2015) underscored the effect of language policy 
on Jenjo language in terms of power relations, political events, social and economic 
empowerment as well as social mobility of Jenjo speakers. In other words, moderating 
effect of language policy on Jenjo language will salvage it from sudden extinction as well 
as undue subjugation in terms of political, economic and social benefits inherent in Jenjo 
language. Similarly, Tollefson (2011) conceived moderating effect of language policy on 
Jenjo language in terms of ethic group’s right that language policy should be used to 
protect and salvage cultural heritage and language right of minority people. In this sense, 
language policy is crucial in ensuring that the challenges of minority languages are 
rectified through language policy.  
 
Implications 
The discussions above showed that language policy has to be encompassing to protect 
and promote minority languages in Taraba State. In this sense, language policy should be 
enunciated to the favour of socio-economic and political benefits inherent in minority 
languages in general and Jenjo language in particular. In fact, school-age children should 
be made to understand the essential role of minority language (Jenjo) in acquiring major 
language (Hausa) as well as in acquiring official language (English). The negative attitudes 
of parents towards Jenjo  language should be addressed by professionals in the field while 
schools are compelled to comply with language policy that was designed to salvage 
indigenous languages by delivering lessons with Jenjo language so as to sell the 
importance of Jenjo language to younger generations.  
 
Suggestions for Way Forward  
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations are made: 

✓ The study has established that there is no significant relationship between 
language policy and minority languages in Taraba State. This should serve as an 
encouragement to the minority language speakers to use language freely and 
frequently in any gatherings they find themselves. This is a practicable technique 
to be proud of one’s language and encourage others to like the language.  

✓ Again, the study has shown that language policy has no significant relevant in 
meeting the problems of minority languages rather looming extinction of 
minority languages can only be prevented by their speakers. In this sense, the 
speakers of minority languages in Taraba state should document and write books 
in their various languages and showcase programmes on Radio and Television set 
using their local languages. By implication, the problem of neglect and extinction 
being faced by minority languages can be upturned whereby minority language 
will be relevant like major language in the state.   

✓ Finally, the fact that language policy has some moderating effects on Jenjo 
language is a pointer to the fact that government has to review language policy 
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of the state in favour of Jenjo language. As a matter of exigency, this is the 
preparatory step towards absolute embrace of Jenjo language by all and sundry.    

 
Conclusion  
Based on the research findings, it could be inferred that as far as Taraba State is 
concerned, there is significant effect of language policy on Jenjo language in Taraba State. 
Though there is no significant relationship between language policy and minority 
languages as well as addressing the problems of minority languages. However, language 
policy is directly linked to promulgation of major and official languages, whereas the same 
policy is required for recognition and the use of Jenjo language by Tarabans.   
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