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INTRODUCTION 
ommunication determines a successful education 

delivery. Both the instructors and learners need 

adequate and effective communication for the teaching 

and learning. Language is the dress of thought which 

communicators used to express and receive messages. Since 

the language is made up of both phonic and graphic 

substances, every individual needs to understand its nitty-gritty 

for the effective communication. People use language via 

speech and written (Abiodun, 2005) to express their feeling, 

keeping records, entertainment and training, etc. The hearing 

impaired individual(s) is human being that used language for 

communication, even congenital or adventural ones.  
According to Okuoyibo (2006), individual that makes 

perception and production of oral language impossible 

whether mild or severe due to degree, time of onset and place 

of impairment is referred to has hearing impaired person such 

as:  

- The degree of impairment is either deafness i.e. people 

that cannot perceive sound without hearing assistance tools, or 

hard of hearing individual is the person that perceived sound 

with hearing assistance. Jerger (1980) in Okuoyibo (2006), 

identify deafness has people with 61dB – 80dB (severe loss) and 
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81dB – 100dB plus (profound loss) but people with 21dB – 60dB (mild/moderate 

loss) are hard of hearing.  

- The time of outset of impairment is either congenital that is, born deaf due to 

crises within the mother’s womb or adventitious deaf, that is, accidental (after 

birth) due to crises either at early or later life of concerned individual. With the 

time of onset of hearing impairment, congenital hearing impairment is pre-lingual 

while adventitious is post lingual ones.  

- The place of impairment is either conductive deafness which only affected 

external and middle part of ear which disallowed adequate transmission of sound 

to inner ear, or sensori-neural deafness is disordered at the inner pathways 

leading to cortex, which affected the brain part of hearing.  

or senso-neural, deafness or hard of hearing to make the concerned relevant to the 

society. Hearing impaired individual(s) is any person with disorder that prevented 

functionality of perceiving sound for communication. Audio-lingual instructional method 

is the process of exposing hearing impaired students to language development via oral 

substance of language for communication knowing fully that sound appreciate is their 

challenges. Since education is a legal right of the individual, whether hearing or hearing 

impaired ones, through language competence and performance, the education process 

is majorly oral focus. This paper realized the fact that hearing impaired students need 

education without discrimination. So, this research work is necessary for human 

development. This paper identified factors that necessitated this instructional method 

(audio-lingual) such as: education, society, communication, record keeping, etc. as well 

as challenges for its implementation like timing, motivation, multi-capabilities, etc. It also 

talked on procedures for the method like assessment, planning, implementation, 

evaluation and modification. The paper emphasized the relevant of using clinical 

teaching via ‘test-teach-test’ process for making the instructor a research tutor. It 

emphasized the importance of team work by allowing all related specialists on education 

of hearing impairment to adequately involved and see themselves has partner in 

progress. It also stressed the relevant of students learn together has a team for success 

not competition. The paper round off by suggesting that clinical teaching and teacher 

should be put in place for the education of hearing impairment, education stakeholders 

must support collaboration work, inclusive education must be put in place and 

monitored, total communication should be encouraged along with sign/body language, 

etc.             
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Instructional skills for hearing impairment individuals need clinical teaching (Azanor, Isola 

& Ajobiewe, 2015) that incorporate coping with sound challenged students in classroom. 

The hearing impairment instructors need to be flexible and continually work with other 

specialists, including using the related course materials, to achieve the appropriate 

educational goals for hearing impairment. Since hearing is crucial to effective instruction 

in classroom, NCHCY, (2004) in Azanor, Isola & Ajobiewe, (2015) identify that students 

with hearing loss has challenges with verbal communication, via vocabulary development, 

grammar conceptualization and word order understanding. Instructional method is a 

strategy of engaging in teaching and learning, between the instructors and learners, 

according to the requirement set objectives of education, in line with the nature of 

hearing impaired individual. The following are identify by Azanor, Isola & Ajobiewe, (2015) 

has determinant factors for effective teaching method: Task analysis – plan for issue at 

hand by breaking the activities for the effective implementation of curriculum; peer 

tutoring – one-to-one instruction (individualized teaching style) between tutor (teacher) 

and tutee (learner); Collaboration – encouraging co-working with other related specialists 

to dish out wholistic instruction; Co-teaching – the inclusive teaching where regular and 

special educator work together in classroom without disturbing each other i.e. interpreter 

working with regular language tutors; Cooperative learning – allowing learning group via 

orientation towards learning cooperatively to achieve education goals not competition. 

It could be done via sharing of learning materials with each other in or outside the class.  

Hearing impairment is a condition that disorder functionality of hearing of individual to 

perceive sound for communication. In this study, hearing impairment is any hearing loss 

that require special education and other services to function in academic and life’s issues 

(Heward, 2000). Hearing impaired education is the training giving to those who are unable 

to use their hearing mechanism to process sound with(out) the imploring hearing aids. 

However, hearing impaired education is purposeful intervention designed to train 

individual with hearing loss with(out) stress to level up with their counterpart at regular 

school and life (Heward, 2010).  

 

Teaching Methods for Education of Hearing Impaired Individual  

Teaching methods are planned of organized experiences/thoughtful action (Oluokun, 

2008) to impart knowledge, for a particular endeavour, realistic situations, provide 

opportunities to learn, involving speech and writing, using personal effort and initiative, 

relating to students’ needs, opportunity to work individually in group (Taiwo, 2019) that 

must consider the nature of teacher, learners and materials involved. Since education is 

enterprise that appreciate values, attitudes and skills (Adelowo, 2006) the teaching 

methods for hearing impaired individual must tailor towards challenges and enjoyment, 

breadth, progression, depth, personalization and choice, coherence and relevance 

(Azanor, Isola & Ajobiewe, 2015) that will make hearing loss learners achieve educational 
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goals like their hearing counterparts in regular schools. Due to the position of language 

usage in human society, which hearing loss individuals are members, language 

development of learners is very important, whether pre-lingual (congenital) or post-

lingual (adventitious) hearing loss individuals. These three steps deserve adequate 

training or development for hearing impaired students to enjoy effective communication 

in schools: Inner language that is, the thought that the individual preconceived which 

guide individual in communication; Receptive language that is, communication signals for 

understanding/comprehending the messages received via speech or written media and 

expressive language that is, the sharing of information in line with thought, acquired 

messages and situation, according to communication demands, which could be oral, 

written, sign, gesture or total communication. With the above steps, the following 

approaches are identified:  

- Natural Approach: Is usage of language for communication via direct oral and 

graphic substances according to inner, receptive and expressive between the 

initiator and beneficiary. Peter, (2009) in Azanor, Isola & Ajobiewe, (2005) relates 

natural approach has acquisition and usage of language in real life situation that 

involve holistic manner of rich language environment. This allow hearing loss 

students to use language without external tools but direct discovery and 

internalization of rules with principle associated and constant exposure to 

language. For instance, hearing loss acquired mother tongue or first language 

based on natural approach.  

- Structured Approach: This involves meta-linguistic system of exposing learners to 

language acquisition through scientific, formal, logical, analytical and systematic 

of using symbols along syntactic rules to explain language for instruction. This 

approach is best for target or second language because visual coding or symbolic 

system can be used such as: (1) Sentence = S + V + C + O + A,  (2) Clause = S + V i.e 

(Independent clause), Adv + N + VP (Dependent clause), (3) Phrase = D + N (Noun 

Phrase),  (4) Word = C + V (Mono-syllabic), C + V + C + V (disyllabic word) and c + V 

+ C + C + V + C (Polysyllabic word).  

- Language Translation Approach: This is applicable under bi-lingual or multi-lingual 

situations, where there is variety of language in focus. For instance, teaching of 

post lingual hearing loss, there is need to translate the second or target language 

according to language background of hearing impaired students. E.g. Yoruba post 

lingual learning English language.  

- Transformational Approach: It is changing the form of one linguistic structure to 

another (Lamidi, 2013). This is good for post lingual candidates, by which linguistic 

instruction for certain steps would be the basic teaching point, like changing 

active voice to passive voice e.g. kabir ride the bicycle and kabir break it, will 
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change to kabir ride the bicycle and break it. The second kabir will be deleted 

because the first and second kabir referred to the same person.  

- Audio-lingual Approach: It exposing hearing loss individual to language via oral 

substance of language, knowing fully that, sound appreciation is their challenged. 

This approach is good for direct contact approach between instructor (teacher) 

and instrutees (students) with no barrier between them. This allow lip-reading for 

partial and total deaf to acquire information and enjoy language acquisition.  

 

Since the speech appreciation is the major challenged of hearing impaired on language 

development, audio-lingual teaching/instructional is the best alternative. Research has 

shown that majority of individual with hearing impairment are not totally deaf but have 

residual hearing. This residual hearing is amplificated through hearing aids to perceive 

sound. The process of training hearing impaired via residual hearing is auditory training.                

Bader, (2000) in Okuoyibo, (2006) sees auditory training has exposing learners with 

hearing problem to recognize and understand auditory signals available to them. This 

training consist of discrimination of individual sounds, hearing aid usage orientation and 

improvement of tolerance level, etc. This audio-lingual method is a combination of phonic 

language acquisition, usage and hearing skills. It is a style of teaching second or foreign 

language to hearing impaired individuals. It derived from Skinner’s Behaviourist 

psychology of social relation. It is a method that appropriate for both hearing and hearing 

disability for language competence and performance (Lamidi, 2013) in order to achieve 

conversational proficiency in second or foreign language, using total communication skill. 

This method allow repetition, replacement, question and answer, finger spelling, lip 

reading, sign language, body gesture, hearing aid or amplification gadgets and total 

communication to drill students with hearing impaired for language development.  

It allows oral communication via speech reading (lip-reading) and maximal appreciation 

of the child residual hearing for development, production and appreciation of speech. This 

method allow child with hearing impairment to communicate effectively with hearing 

individual.  

This is to assist hearing impaired to understand and use cued speed language learning to 

facilitate lipreading of speaker simultaneously with body gesture and using similar looking 

for language interpretation. It accommodates manual communication through finger 

spelling and sign language.  

 

Challenges for Audio-lingual Instructional Method  

There is no good method without its disadvantage. The problems faced by using audio-

lingual teaching method are the following:  

- Limited time: The time allocation for teaching is very minimal that cannot allow 

the instructor and students to cover much part of curriculum.  



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
MAY, 2022 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJERLS 

EDUCATIONAL RSEARCH & LIBRARY SCI. VOL.9 

294 
ISSN: 1942-6754 

- Motivation: Both tutors and learners are not adequately motivated due to 

shortage of personnels, materials, positive insensitive to school needs by 

education stakeholders, parental negative attitude towards education of hearing 

impairment and so on.  

- Multi-capabilities: Both tutors and students has different capabilities which call 

for much attention, demanding and caring for the individual differences.  

- Financial inadequacy: There is no enough fund to finance the education of hearing 

impaired for audio-lingual method application.  

- Shortage of language experts for teaching hearing impaired students: There are 

unbalanced policies for recruitment of tutors for schools. Regular schools are 

been considered and favoured than special schools, in term of appointments of 

personnels.  

 

Procedure for Using Audio-lingual Instructional Method  

Teaching of hearing impaired whether congenital or adventitious, pre-lingual or post 

lingual, deaf or hard of hearing and with(out) residual hearing, need clinical instruction 

(Azanoh, Isola & Ajobiewe, 2015). This is a continuous guiding, teaching and monitoring 

of students along the available materials (personnel and non-personnel), school system, 

educational policy, society, educational set objectives and others through finding out the 

causes, remediation and improvement of learners’ life in school and the society. This 

clinical teaching is collaborating instruction that is para-medication in education. That is, 

it involves diagnosis, co-working and remediating the students. The teacher or instructor 

is a ‘child watcher’ (Oladele, 2014) that monitor students, starting from background (pre-

school life), school life and post school life (referral services). The instructor in clinical 

teaching do use ‘test-teach-test’ process to ascertain his duties.  

‘Test-teach-test’ process is instructional method of using formative assessment to identify 

learners’ background before academic enrolment and teaching along the available 

information about the students and curriculum demands as well as assessing the 

correlation between background, academic performance and improvement on the 

students’ life before the recommendation for the next step. If there is no positive 

improvement, the clinical teacher will re-start the process, but an improvement will lead 

to the next step of education. The following are the procedures: the drilling via structural 

pattern instruction, setting phrases with focus on intonation, grammatical explanation 

using vocal, vocabulary in context via total communication, using audio-visual aids, using 

pronunciation has basis for instruction and reinforcement of correct response 

immediately which will involve:  

- Assessment: Instructor must ascertain the real nature of his/her students through 

report from parents, audiologist, social-worker, psychologist and students as well 

as other tutors, etc. who had interacted with concerned students. This stage will 
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assist the instructors to familiar with learners and prepare for his/her needs in 

relation to education.  

- Planning: the formative assessment will guide the instructor to look for relevant 

materials (both personnel and non-personnel), arrangement of available 

materials along the needs of learners and schools, preparing for teaching via good 

lesson notes, relevant psychological readiness, appropriate selection of 

communication skills for instruction, ready to be available and adequate usage of 

materials in accordance with the teaching dictate.  

- Implementation (Instruction): This is the stage of putting in use the assessment 

and planning stage along the educational needs of hearing impaired learners. This 

is the practicality of using the background information of students, planning for 

the students and teacher’s experiences about the training acquired to guide and 

guard learners’ right. The adequate manipulation to use audio-lingual 

instructional method, to teach students with hearing problems, to appreciate oral 

communication, to achieve learning with(out) hearing aids is implementation of 

both assessment and planning.  

- Evaluation: The result from teaching determines this stage. Since the clinical 

instruction is test-teach-test process, the education stakeholders of hearing 

impaired students (teachers, audiologist, psychologist, social worker, parents, 

school, learners and others) will assess the oral performance of hearing impaired 

learners by comparing what it was? And what it is? before the appreciation of 

whether there is progress or not. If there is positive progress, the learners will 

move on, otherwise the tutors will restart (modification). 

- Modification: This is a new dawn to the program. The effective and efficient 

application of assessment, planning, implementation and evaluation, that 

achieved the positive usage of oral communication, for both receptive and 

expressive learning by hearing impaired students (pre-lingual and post lingual), 

lead to improvement of program. With this, the hearing impaired learners will 

progress to text stage of instruction either removing hearing aids of post lingual 

learners or adding hearing aids to pre-lingual ones.  

 

With this procedure, audio-lingual instructional method allow learners with sounds 

challenges, to have access to direct oral communication, to be fitted into the society of 

oral communication, with(out) depending on partial communication but total 

communication.   

 

Factors for Using Audio-lingual Instructional Method  

Since communication determines man’s involvement in contributing to societal 

developments, hearing impaired individuals are part of the society that needs to partake. 
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To adequately involved, man must be able to use oral, written and non-verbal 

communication adequately. Since the hearing impaired individuals do have little 

challenges with symbolic (written/sign substance of language) communication, they 

(hearing impaired) have challenges with oral language whether expressive or receptive 

(Okuoyibo, 2006). The following are the factors for including audio-lingual instructional 

method into the education of hearing impairment:  

- Societal Factor: To interact effectively and efficiently in the society, hearing 

impaired person needs oral communication.  

- Educational Factor: Teaching and learning majorly used oral instructional for 

adequacy in classroom instruction.  

- Communication Factor: Man cannot live alone but interact with others. hearing 

impaired person needs to interact within and outside his/her society via adequate 

communication.  

- Record Factor: To receive or record event, there is need to use oral, written and 

non-verbal communication to record happenings around hearing impaired.  

- Security Factor: To safe one’s life, there is need for adequate appreciation of both 

oral and other means of communication.  

- Business Factor: To understand tricks of business, every individual must 

comprehend all means of communication.  

- Entertainment/Social Factor: Due to non-understanding of oral communication, 

hearing impaired individual depends on visual information which could not let 

them enjoy true social entertainment.  

- International Factor: Inability to use all means of communication denied hearing 

impaired people access to many international opportunities. To be part of 

internation program, hearing impaired person needs oral communication skills.  

 

Conclusion/Suggestions  

Man is a man whether he/she has one challenge or the other. Since communication skills 

are tools of been part of human beings, every individual needs reason(s) to use both oral 

and written communications. So, hearing impaired students need adequate instruction 

that will make them enjoy what other people enjoyed. Audio-lingual instructional method 

is a technique of exposing learners with hearing impairment to enjoy oral instruction 

whether they are pre-lingual or post lingual ones. This is a method of using total 

communication that every learners would be part of the class with(out) interpreter, 

hearing aids/assistance and segregation. Therefore, this study suggest the following:  

Government or employer of teachers needs to appoint clinical teachers for instruction, to 

engage the hearing impaired learners with adequate instruction that will encourage the 

usage of total communication.  
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Education stakeholders must encourage clinical teaching that involve ‘test-teach-test’ 

process which will make every instructor a research tutor.  

Collaborating instruction must be encouraged by allowing all specialists that will assist 

teachers in achieving their education goals in classroom to work together.  

Conducive environment needs to be established that will allow all involved in the 

education of hearing impairment to see each other has partners in progress.  

Inclusive education policies must be encouraged that is every students/tutors must be 

ready to work or learn at anywhere, since the policies will take care of all, in respect of 

needs.  

Education materials must be inclusively prepared to take care of all. There should not be 

a segregation/specially made education materials since education policies is universal in 

nature for instance, students were examined jointly via same examination bodies (NECO, 

WAEC, NABTEB, JAMB, etc.).  

Physical materials must be inclusively constructed, because there is need to discourage 

segregation education, due to one society that they (both special needs students and 

regular one) are living.  

In-service training must be established to encourage teachers to update their knowledge 

about ‘test-teach-test’ process.  

Funding of inclusive education should be jointly established. All education stakeholders 

must contributing their quotas, be it national, international, private or parents to the 

funding of education.  

Adequate maintenance and monitoring of education policies must be jointly co-ordinated 

by stakeholders in schools.  

Motivation for those (personnel and non-personnel) involved in encouraging audio-

lingual instructional method must put in place by renewal or procurement of materials 

needed, supporting them in using the method financially and promoting it via media for 

others to see.  

Mass media inclusive for audio-lingual method must be encouraged like interpretation of 

news on visual media.  

Establishment of language laboratory to compliment the classroom instruction.         
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