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INTRODUCTION 
ducation is springboard for the development of man, be 

it formal or informal. In Nigeria, education is categorised 

into three levels, namely; basic secondary and tertiary 

education. The teacher training institution that is 

recommended for training basic school (primary and junior 

secondary) teachers is the college of Education. Colleges of 

Education, according to Behr (1988), are tertiary educational 

institutions that prepare intermediate level teachers for a 

minimum of three (3) years to make them qualified to teach 

their respective subject. The mandate of the teacher training 

programme at NCE level is to produce quality teachers for the 

basic education subject. The NCE music teacher education 

programme is such that students are expected to offer Music 

in combination with other relevant subject.  
Such combinations include: Music/Christian Religion Studies, 

Music/Political Science, Music/ Social Studies, 

Music/Economics, Music/Yoruba, Music/English, 

Music/Computer. 

 

Literature Review 

A number of studies have evaluated effects of subject 

combination on students’ achievement in Music at College of 

Education. Also investigations have been carried out in an 

effort to reduce the poor performance of Science students.  For 

example, Mapaderun (1999) reported that lots of factors were 
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traced to this ugly trend, some of which are broadly categorised as parental background, 

students’ ability and readiness, teachers’ roles, governmental provisions, policy making 

and implementation, societal factors, infrastructures among others. 

The philosophy of the Nigeria Per-service teachers college in Music programme is inspired 

by the desire to help teachers become intellectually informed in Music and to produce 

competent and effective music teachers with good mastery of contents and methods and 

consequently develop the knowledge of the learners ( FGN 2012). The pre-service teacher 

education programme is such that teachers are expected to offer Music in combination 

with other subjects.  Combination in Colleges of Education refers to the two teaching 

subjects offered along with general education courses.  

The term gender is used to describe all aspects, situations, differences and circumstances 

that surround women in the society (Amoo,  2019). In Northern part of Nigeria for 

instance, females are relegated to the background as against the popular campaign 

worldwide on the need for gender equity according to Babalola (2014). Also, Fasina (2017) 

in his perspective on gender discrimination and development in Nigeria reported that 

educational acquisition plays an important role in eradication of gender imbalances Amoo 

(2019) asserted that civilization and global best practices have paved way for equality of 

males and females such that Nigeria cannot stand apart, hence there is need to join the 

world in this direction. In one of its meetings, the United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in its reform prepared a new six year strategy for 

music. The effect of musical training and music on emotion cognition is also examined. 

The study employed the casual comparative research design. The sample consists of 110 

students of two Colleges of Education in Oyo Township namely, Emmanuel Alayande 

College of Education and Federal College of Education (special), Oyo. The research 

instrument used is the 2019/2020 music student’s sectional performance of the 110 

students across their various subject combinations and levels. Two research questions 

and two hypotheses were formulated to guide the study. The hypotheses formulated 

were tested using the independent T-test and F-test inferential statistics at 0.05 level of 

significance, the result obtained revealed that: there is no significant difference in the 

achievement of NCE music students across the various subject combinations; there is no 

significant difference between the achievement of male and female NCE music students 

across the various subject combinations. It was recommended among others that music 

teachers should ensure to give both the male and female students equal opportunity 

during teaching and learning process.  

 

Keywords: Interactive effect, gender, Subject combination, Academic ability, student’s 

performance. 
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2001 -2006, to provide an opportunity to integrate fully into its planning, programming, 

implementation, and evaluation as a gender mainstreaming practice advocated by the 

United Nations and other major intergovernmental bodies such as (the Organization for 

Economic Cooperation and Development, the Commonwealth Secretariat, the European 

Union the Council of Europe, private foundations, and nongovernmental organizations 

(NGOs) (Pavlic,2000). The implementation of UNESCO’s major commitments regarding 

the achievement of gender equity and equality in the period between 1995 and 2000 was 

highlighted and presented in 3 parts. Part 1 outlines major policy decisions, adopted since 

1995 by the General Conference, Part2 summarises UNESCO’s achievements of the past 5 

years while part 3 presents "Elements for UNESCO’s Future Gender Mainstreaming 

Strategy ‘’.(Pavlic,2000). All these were part of the efforts been made by the international 

bodies to right the wrongs against the women folk. 

Subject combinations is generally considered as a condition to offer two subjects by a 

student concurrently or a double major subject as may be approved or designed time to 

time by the National Commission for Colleges of Education (NCCE) towards fulfilment of 

requirements for the award of  the Nigerian Certificate   in Education (NCE). The idea is an 

active collaborative, creative, integrative and evaluative design to cater for the needs of 

providing quality teachers for productive and supportive framework for secondary school 

education. (Amoo, 2019)  

Academic ability is the level of students’ capacity and capability in the domains of learning 

and it is usually classified using percentage scores obtained in each of the course, grades, 

grade point average (GPA) and cumulate grade point average (CGPA) to reflect students’ 

ability in form of distinction, credit, merit, pass or fail. 

 

Purpose of the study 

The main purpose of this study was to find out the interactive effects of gender, subject 

combinations and academic ability on students’ performance in Music. Specifically the 

study measured how performances of NCE male and female students varied in Music as a 

course. The study is significant to the realization of the objectives of teaching and learning 

of Music at NCE level and by extension, it will be of benefit to the students, teachers, 

parents, curriculum planners, examination bodies, policy makers and lastly the 

governments at the three levels (local, state and federal). 

 

Research questions 

i. Is there a difference in the achievements of Music students in Music courses 

across the various subject combinations? 

ii. Is there a difference between the achievements of male and female students 

in Music courses across the various subject combinations? 
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Research Hypotheses 

H01i: There is no significant difference in the performance of Music students in Music 

across the various subject combinations 

Ho2: There is no significant difference between the performance of male and female 

Music students in Music courses across the various levels. 

 

Methodology 

The study used comparative research design; the comparative research design which 

seeks to identify cause effect relationship between two or more variables. The target 

population consisted the 2019/2020 Music students results across the various subject 

combinations and levels of the two Colleges of Education in Oyo town. It consisted of 110 

students, the sampling results represent the result of 2019/2020 sessions of NCE 1, 2 and 

3. 

In the quest to collect relevant and appropriate data for the purpose of the study, the 

mark sheets from the two Colleges of Education were obtained and studied. The subject 

combinations are Music/Economics (ME), Music/Political Science (MP), Music/Computer 

Science (MC), and Music/Yoruba (MY). Casual comparative method was used to analyze 

the data obtained; the hypotheses formulated were tested using the independent T-test 

and the F-test inferential statistics at 0.05 level of significance. 

 

Analyses of Data 

The table below shows the total number of students whose results were used for the 

study. 

Table 1: Subject combination by level and sex of students of the 2019/2020 academic 

session. 

SUBJECT 

COMBINATION 

NCE 

SEX 

I  NCE 

SEX 

II  NCE  

SEX 

III  TOTAL 

 M F Total M F Total M F Total  

ME 5 2 7 6 2 8 6 3 9 24 

MP 7 4 11 7 3 10 8 3 11 32 

MC 8 5 13 4 3 7 6 4 10 30 

MY 3 5 8 5 6 11 3 2 5 24 

Total 23 16 39 22 14 36 23 12 35 110 

 

The research questions formulated were answered using descriptive statistics mean and 

standard deviation. The hypotheses formulated were analysed using inferential statistics 

t-test and F-test. 
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Presentation of Result 

Research question 1: Is there any difference in the achievement of NCE music students 

across the various subject combinations? 

 

Table 2: Mean CGPA of music students based on subject combinations. 

 Mean GPA by subject combination 

Level ME MP MC MY CGPA 

NCE 1 2.44 2.55 2.71 2.47 2.54 

NCE 2 2.42 2.90 3.11 2.99 2.86 

NCE 3 3.12 2.94 3.12 3.04 3.05 

 
The table shows that music students who have computer as their second subject 
performed better than those other three combinations. It also reveals that the cumulative 
grade point average (CGPA) of NCE III music students across the various subject 
combinations is higher than that of NCE II and NCE I. This shows that there is a difference 
in the achievement of NCE music students across the subject combinations. 
Research question 2: Is there any difference between the achievements of male and 
female NCE music students across the various subject combinations. 
 
Table 3: Mean and standard variation of music by level and gender 

 Mean (CGPA) by sex 

Level 1 Male X1 Female X2 

NCE I 2.54 1.0029 2.86 0.8399 

NCE II 2.92 1.1360 2.78 0.9452 

NCE III 3.16 0.6506 2.83 0.7428 

 
Table 3 revealed that the mean CGPA of male music students is slightly higher than that 
of female music students across the subject combination in all levels. Hence, there is a 
slight difference between the achievements of male and female NCE music students 
across the various subject combinations.  
Hypothesis 1 (Ho1): There is no significant difference in the achievement of NCE music 
students across the various subject combinations. 
Table 4: One way analysis of variance comparison of students’ achievements across the 
various subject combinations. 
 

Variation Source of 

variation 

d/f SS MS F-ratio P-

value 

decision Reason 

NCE 1 Between 

Groups 

3 0.409 0.136 0.1296 0.9418 Not 

Significant 

p> 0.05 

ME, MP 

 

Within 

Groups 

35 36.797 1.05     
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MC, MY Total 38 37.206      

NCE II Between 

Groups 

3 2.228 0.743 0.07089 0.5538 Not 

Significant 

p> 0.05 

ME, MP, Within 

Groups 

32 33.523 1.048     

MC, MY Total 35 35.751      

NCE III Between 

Groups 

3 0.290 0.097 0.1596 0.9227 Not 

Significant 

P> 0.05 

ME, MP Within 

Groups 

31 18.748 0.605     

MC,MY Total 34 19.038      

 

For NCE I, the F-ratio is 0.1296 and the p-value is 0.9418. The null hypothesis is retained. 

This implies that there is no significant difference between (p> 0.05) in the achievement 

of NCE Music students across the various subject combinations. For NCE II, the F-rate is 

0.7089 and the p-valve is 0.5538. Since the p-valve is greater than the set level of 

significance (0.05), the null hypothesis is retained. This implies that there is no significant 

difference in the academic achievement of NCE Music students across the various subject 

combinations. For NCE III, the F-ratio is 0.1596 and p-value is 0.9227. This reveals that there 

is no significant difference between the academic achievements of NCE music students 

across the various subject combinations.  

Hypothesis 2 (HO2): There is no significant difference between the achievement of male 

and female NCE music students across the various subject combinations.  

 

Table 5: T-test analyses of the difference between the mean scores of male and female 

students in NCE I, II and III 

Gender  N X D DF T-cal P-value Student error Decision 

                 NCE I    NOT 

Significant Male 23 2.54 1.003 32 0.9141 0.3675 0.350 

Female 11 2.23 0.691      

                 NCE II    NOT 

Significant Male 19 2.92 1.136 32 0.3836 0.7038 0.365 

Female 15 2.78 0.945      

                 NCE III    NOT 

Significant Male 23 3.16 0.651 32 1.3574 0.1839 0.243 

Female 12 2.85 0.743      
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For NCE I, Table 5 shows that the T-calculated value is 0.9141 and the p-value is 0.3675. The 

difference is not significant. Thus the null hypotheses are retained. There is no significant 

difference between the achievement of male and female NCE I music students across the 

various subject combinations. For NCE II, the T-calculated value is 0.3836 and p-valve is 

0.7038. This implies that the null hypothesis is retained. Hence there is no significant 

difference between the achievements of male and female, NCE II music students across 

the various subject combinations. For NCE III, the T-calculated value is 1.3574 and the p-

value is 0.1839. This shows that the difference between male and female NCE III music 

students is not significant. 

 

Discussion of Results 

Table 4 shows that there is no significant difference in the achievement of NCE music 

students across the various subject combinations. This implies that it does not have any 

influence on the performance of NCE music students. 

According to the results in Table 5, gender had no significant effect on music students’ 

academic achievement across various subject combinations. This result disagrees with 

Alao and Abubakar (2010) and Babalola (2014) who found in their various studies that boys 

outperform girls. Although there exist a slight difference in the performance of male and 

female music students, this difference is not significant which tends to agree with the 

words of Fasina (2017) and Idowu, Oke, Oyedepo, Ayoade & Amoo, (2013) which reveal 

that girls have reached parity with boys in music performance. 

 

Findings 

1. There is no significant difference in the achievement of NCE music students across 
the various subject combinations. 

2. There is no significant difference between the achievements of male and female 
NCE music students across the various subject combinations. 

 

Conclusion 
The result of this study showed that subject combination does not significantly affect the 
achievement of NCE music students; also gender has no significant effect on NCE music 
students’ achievement. Hence, academic achievement of students is a combination of 
teacher’s ability and capability such as technical knowhow, methodology etc as well as 
students’ readiness to learn irrespective of gender. 
 

Recommendations 

i. It is recommended that male and female students should be given equal 

opportunity to learn and that the gender factor should not be an obstacle or 

hindrance in learning or teaching of any subjects across the available 

curriculum. 
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ii. Female child should be given priority as it is given to male child by the 

parents/guardians at home. Children should be given equal opportunity but 

not on the basis of gender. 

iii. Governments through its various houses of assembly should sponsor bills 

against female discrimination in our society. 
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