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INTRODUCTION 
here is a significant population increase in Nigeria in 

recent times. According to National Population 

Commission (2020), Nigeria's population was estimated 

at 181, 137, 448 in 2015, 185, 960, 245 in 2016, 190, 873, 244 in 

2017. Moreover, in 2018 it was estimated at 195, 874, 684, in 

2019 it was 200, 936, 599 while in 2020 it was estimated at 206, 

139, 589 million individuals. The number of people living in 

Nigeria regularly increased at a rate above two percent. In 2021, 

the population has grown by 2.58 percent compared to the 

previous year. The population explosion may have influenced 

school enrolments across educational levels resulting in large 

school population. In fact, since 2020, the number of students’ 

enrolment in the formal education sector has increased 

significantly. Put differently, as at 2010, the total population 

stood at 25,754,380 which increased by 27.49% to 32,834,449 

and by 15.46% to 37,911,596 in 2011 and 2012 respectively, 

showing an average growth rate of 24.48% for the period. 

Secondary school net attendance rate was 54.80% and 57.40% 

in 2012 and 2014 respectively. Between 2015 to 2019, secondary 

school students’ enrolment has risen to 40, 283,627. This 

Nigeria’s education enrolment statistics is worrisome given her  

N 

T 

THIS RESEARCH STUDY IS AN OFFSHOOT OF 

INSTITUTIONAL BASED RESEARCH SPONSORED BY 

TETFUND. 

ABSTRACT 
Issues surrounding 

students’ 

enrolment have 

become a source of 

concern to all and 

sundry. One of the 

fallouts of students’ 

enrolment is the 

school 

overpopulation 

whereby all 

resources meant for 

smooth conduct of 

educational 

programmes are 

insufficient. 

Therefore, this 

study digs into 

nexus between 

students’ 

enrolment and 

management of 

secondary schools in 

North-Eastern 

States of Nigeria. In 

order achieve 

objectives of the  

 
TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL, MAY, 2022 EDITIONS 
VOL. 9 NO. 8 ISSN: 1942-6754 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
JOUNAL OF: 
EDUCATIONAL 
RESEARCH AND 
LIBRARY SCIENCE  



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
MAY, 2022 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJERLS 

EDUCATIONAL RSEARCH & LIBRARY SCI. VOL.9 

166 
ISSN: 1942-6754 

estimated population of 206, 139, 589 persons in 2020. In this sense, school enrolment has 

negative and significant influence on school management.  
Perhaps Obi (2011) was right to have conceived student enrollment as the number of 

students that a school admitted and registered over a period of time. The author stressed 

further that enrolment determines the viability of a school. Where the school enrolment 

is growing, there is hope of continuity. On the other hand, where there is steady decrease 

in enrolment, the school may fold up with time. Meanwhile, as school enrolment is rapidly 

increasing in Nigerian schools in a situation where infrastructural facility is grossly 

inadequate, it becomes seemingly difficult for school administrators to effectively and 

efficiently manage their schools. In most cases, over-population leads to large class size, 

which poses challenges to classroom teacher in managing class activities. 

In other words, despite the fact that student is an essential element in education but 

increase in enrolment in Nigeria secondary schools may create serious management 

problem in the schools. Perhaps this explains why most secondary schools in Nigeria have 

class size that is above 40 students per class and this situation makes it difficult for 

teachers to maintain eye contact with students, recognize them by name or be totally 

committed to the execution of the demands of continuous assessment (Anashie, 2014). 

study, three research questions and hypotheses guided the study. It was a descriptive 

survey design with 4,434 total population from 1,478 public secondary schools out of 

which 443 was randomly selected using multistage sampling technique. A researcher-

developed questionnaire (which yielded reliability coefficient of 0.79% when computed 

in Cronbach Alpha analysis with the aid of SPSS) and structured interview were used as 

instruments for the study. The data collected were analyzed using mean and standard 

deviation to answer research questions while Chi-square analysis was used to test the 

hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance. The study revealed that students’ enrolment 

significantly impact on adequacy of facilities in secondary schools, supervision of 

teaching and learning environment as well as classroom management in secondary 

schools. It was therefore concluded that as far as North Eastern States of Nigeria is 

concerned, to a very large extent, students’ enrolment significantly impact on 

management of secondary schools. Among others, it was recommended that 

government and relevant stake holders should make adequate provision for school 

facilities to cater for all students in secondary schools, and that school administrators 

should ensure that students are enrolled in secondary schools according to the carrying 

capacity of the schools.  

 

Keywords: Students’ enrolment, educational management, school facilities, 

supervision, classroom management. 
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Such situation has not only created worry to education stakeholders in the area but has 

seemingly affected effective and efficient management of schools. 

Moreover, it is believed that good facilities are needed for good education. Omotayo 

(2008) maintains that the provision of adequate facilities will ensure quality education. 

Unfortunately Boko Haram insurgents destroy secondary school classrooms in some 

parts of the North Eastern, Nigeria because of their dislike for education (Awojobi, 2014). 

This may have implications for the management of secondary education, because as the 

enrolment of students in school increases, it is necessary for school facilities to increase 

correspondingly. But this is not the case in the school system, as Adeyemi and Adu (2010) 

observe that there is a shortage of physical facilities in many secondary schools in Nigeria. 

This implies that managers of secondary schools have to contend with the problem of 

shortage or inadequacies of these facilities. Accordingly, school facilities are the material 

resources that aid effective teaching and learning in the school. These facilities include 

school buildings, classrooms, furniture, libraries, recreational equipment, apparatus and 

other instructional materials. In order to realize the goals of secondary education in 

Nigeria, adequate facilities are required for the various programmes of the school as well 

as for the extra-curricular activities. 

Having said that, it is essential to reiterate the fact that before learning can take place in 

the school, the teacher or the school administrator creates a conducive environment for 

teaching. According to Tsavga (2011), learning environment plays a vital role in 

determining how students respond to circumstances and situations around them. This 

implies that no society is void of environmental influences. The supervision of teaching 

and learning environment may determine to a large extent how a student behaves and 

interacts in the classroom. For Aliade (2008), supervision of teaching and learning 

environment is a situation where teachers consciously impart knowledge of the various 

subjects to students thereby bringing them up morally as well as guiding them to career 

choices. Okely (2005) however opines that supervision of teaching and learning 

environment refers to the organization of diverse physical locations, contexts, and 

cultures in which students learn. This implies that learning environment is nothing more 

than the physical, psychological and instructional atmosphere. It is the complete physical, 

social and pedagogical context in which learning is intended to occur and so must be 

properly supervised if good outcome which will help the school manager to achieve the 

goals of the school is to be attained. 

Besides, the ability to manage and supervise students during the learning process has 

been an indispensable component of effective classroom management, more so in 

Nigeria where the challenges of overcrowded classrooms hinder effective teacher 

instruction in the classroom. In order for classroom management to be effective in the 

school, the teacher should be able to establish order. According to Ajao (2013), classroom 

management involves the establishment and maintenance of the classroom environment 
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so that educational goals can be accomplished. This implies that the teacher should 

develop proactive ways to prevent problems from occurring in the first place while 

creating a positive learning environment. 

Again, management generally connotes manipulation of resources available to the 

managers to achieve set goals. According to Akpakwu (2008), management refers to the 

judicious application of the human, infrastructural, material, financial and time resources 

towards the attainment of organizational objectives. The process is obviously influenced 

by many factors such as finance, infrastructures, time, material resources and students’ 

enrolment and so on. Akpakwu (2008) also defines school management as the ability of 

the educational manager to judiciously utilize the human, material, financial and time 

resources towards the efficient and effective achievement of the objectives of the school. 

In the context of this study, educational management at the secondary school level is the 

process of organizing and coordinating students’ enrolment and making decisions that 

would lead to the attainment of the goals of secondary school. The relevant stakeholders 

of secondary education have expressed concerns over students’ enrolment issues such 

as; increase in enrolment, decline in enrolment and how these issues could make it 

difficult for school managers to manage secondary school properly. It is against this 

background that this study will take a quantitative view of students’ enrolment and 

management of secondary schools in the North Eastern States in Nigeria. 

 

Literature Review  

Conscientiously speaking, educational management is a process of establishing a good 

environment for the realization of students, staff and institutional objectives with least 

inputs. Olagboye (2004) defines educational management as the process that deals with 

the formulation of policies and programmes for an educational agency. By implication 

educational management is concerned with the planning and formulation of educational 

policies or programmes with a view to achieving educational goal. In a similar vein, 

Adzongo (2012) describes educational management as the synchronization of all 

management functions and educational resources towards the achievement of the goals 

of education. For Ogbonnaya (2009), educational management is concerned with the 

planning and formulation of educational policies or programmes with a view to achieving 

educational goals.  

By implication, educational management involves planning, organizing, coordinating, 

controlling, leading and evaluating the human, material and time resources towards the 

achievement of the goals or objectives of educational institutions. Again, it is important 

to say without efficient and effective planning, organizing and coordination the 

educational managers cannot efficiently and effectively manage and direct the activities 

and affairs of secondary schools towards goal realization. Students’ enrolment therefore 

must be efficiently planned and coordinated so that it does not become a burden to 
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school administrators. Enrolment in schools is one of the most crucial management tasks 

of principals of secondary schools. Students’ enrolment in secondary schools deserves 

absolute expert attention due to its role in the overall operation of the system, especially 

in the provision of human and material resources (Okwori, 2011). Okwori further avers that 

students’ enrolment is a critical component of school management since without 

students there will be no school. In the context of this study, educational management at 

the secondary school level is the process of organizing and coordinating human and 

material resources and making decisions that would lead to the attainment of the goals 

of secondary school. In a nutshell, management of secondary schools refers to the 

principal’s judicious utilization of the human, infrastructural, material, financial, and time 

resources towards the attainment of the objectives of secondary education. 

The assertion above shows that management of school facilities is essential to realization 

of objectives of secondary education. Simply put, school facilities are very important in 

education. School facilities can be defined as the entire school plant which school 

administrators harness, allocate and utilize for the smooth and efficient management of 

secondary schools. Oyesola (2010) sees school facilities as permanent and semi-

permanent structures such as block of classrooms, laboratories, workshops, libraries, 

equipment, consumables, visual and audio-visual aids among others. According to Alimi, 

Ehinola and Alabi (2012), school facilities are the space interpretation and physical 

expression of the school curriculum. It then becomes imperative that teachers and 

students are provided with enough facilities to facilitate teaching and learning that goes 

on there. In fact, Ileuma (2015) reports that in Nigeria, school enrolments are rapidly 

expanding while facilities are difficult to supply in adequate proportions. For this author, 

this is not unconnected to insufficiency of fund to procure new facilities despite the fact 

that the existing ones are overstretched and have become obsolete.  

More so, Asiyai (2012) reiterates the need for good classroom situation as essential if 

quality education is to take place, hence the classroom should be properly lighted, 

ventilated and furnished with suitable desks and seats. It is obvious that good quality and 

standard of schools depend largely on the provision, adequacy, utilization and 

management of educational facilities. Many scholars have confirmed that school facilities 

in Nigerian schools are inadequate and few available ones are being over utilized due to 

astronomical increase in school enrolment. Similarly, Omotayo, Chioma and Maduewesi 

(2008) noted that in Nigerian secondary schools, important education facilities are either 

not available or inadequate or in a state of disrepair. Such a situation hinders effective 

teaching and learning, making the process of management of secondary schools in 

Nigeria rigorous and difficult to the school administrators.  

Again, one of the fallouts of inadequate facilities is unconducive learning environment. In 

fact, the school environment is the element of education industry, on which success of 

teaching depends. According to Berry (2011), learning environment involves the totality 
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of the atmosphere within which the school staff and students function. The importance 

of learning environment to education among other things was upheld by the authorities 

and regulatory institutions that, school inspectors were part and parcel of the school 

system, before the advent of military regime in the country (Duruji & Oviasogie, 2014). For 

Duruji and Oviasogie (2014), learning environment which includes classroom spaces 

planning, administrative places planning, circulation spaces planning, spaces for 

conveniences planning, general infrastructure planning, the teachers as well as the 

students themselves are essential in teaching-learning process. In this wise, a school with 

adequate learning environment contributes to stir up expected outcomes that may 

stimulate good school climate that would facilitate effective management of the school 

system. 

However, Adzemba (2006) observed that in Nigeria, there is an increase in the number of 

students’ enrolment in schools with little or no regards to improving learning 

environment so as to facilitate effective management in the secondary schools. Duruji and 

Oviasogie observe that students’ enrolment has negative influence on learning 

environment if such environment: lacks good school climate, instructional materials, 

discipline, physical facilities, has poor teacher quality, type of location of school is 

questionable, there is small class size and over population of students in classrooms 

(Duruji & Oviasogie, 2014). Meanwhile, most schools do not have good school climate that 

may facilitate learning environment, even there are quality teachers, adequate 

instructional materials and physical facilities which will help the school manager to 

achieve the goals of the school. To this end, learning environment should have good 

infrastructural development, adequate trained teachers, and adequate instructional 

materials so as to facilitate effective school management. 

From the foregoing, effective classroom management is a fundamental component of the 

teaching-learning process, which promotes good behaviour in students. According to 

Omenka and Otor (2015), classroom management is the action a teacher takes to create 

an environment that supports and facilitates instructions, academic, social and emotional 

learning. For these authors, teachers in the classroom are by the nature of their 

profession, managers of classroom activities. The classroom teacher’s job, unlike that of 

other professionals, according to Demirdag (2015), is concerned with maintaining order, 

allocating resources, regulating the sequence of events and directing his own attention 

towards achieving educational goals. But it is interesting to note that that classroom 

management is always difficult when the students’ enrolment is high.  

The assertion above is supported by Mbakwen (2012) who observed that increase in 

students’ enrolment is responsible for difficulty in instructional delivery as teachers are 

unable to manage the number for effective learning. For this author, it has resulted in 

inefficient and ineffective teacher’s methods and techniques of inculcating learning in the 

learners. The ability to manage, lead and supervise students during the learning process 
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has been shown to be an indispensable component of classroom management, more so, 

in Nigeria where the challenge of overcrowded classrooms hinders effective teacher 

instruction in the classroom. For classroom to serve its purpose, Olaleye and Babatope 

(2013) posit that the teacher must be able to establish order. This requires him/her to have 

the knowledge, attitude and necessary skills. For Chamundeswari (2013), classroom 

management is much more than just administering corrective measures when a student 

misbehaves; it is about developing proactive ways to prevent problems from occurring in 

the first place; while creating a positive learning environment. Classroom management is 

much more than that, however, it also involves the establishment and maintenance of the 

classroom environment so that the goals of secondary schools can be accomplished. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

There has been a growing concern and worry expressed by relevant education 

stakeholders on the issue of students’ enrolment in secondary schools in the North-

Eastern Nigeria. Stakeholders’ worry is on the level of inconsistency in students’ 

enrolment in the schools which seems to be causing setback on effective and efficient 

management of secondary schools. According to Federal Ministry of Education (2015), 

between the year 2013 to 2019, students enrolment increased in the North Eastern States 

of Nigeria from 449,738 to 756,291 This unexpected increase in enrolment may have 

created problems in terms of the inadequacy of school facilities, supervision of teaching 

and learning, and classroom management, thereby making objectives of secondary 

education unattainable.  

In other words, the afore-mentioned issues constitute serious challenge to the principals 

in terms of management of secondary schools in the study area. In fact, principals are now 

struggling to ensure that the schools achieve the purpose for which they were 

established. Succinctly, the problem of this study stated in question form is: what could 

be the impact of students’ enrolment on management of secondary schools in North 

Eastern States, Nigeria? 

 

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study was to empirically examine the nexus between students’ 

enrolment and management of secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria. 

Specifically, the study will ascertain:  

1. The impact of students’ enrolment on adequacy of facilities in secondary schools 

in North Eastern States of Nigeria. 

2. The impact of students’ enrolment on supervision of teaching and learning 

environment in secondary schools in North Eastern States of Nigeria. 

3. The impact of students’ enrolment on classroom management in secondary 

schools in North Eastern States of Nigeria. 
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Research Questions 

The following research questions were formulated to guide the study:- 

1. What is the impact of students’ enrolment on adequacy of facilities in secondary 

schools in North Eastern States of Nigeria?  

2. What is the impact of students’ enrolment on supervision of teaching and learning 

environment in secondary schools in North Eastern States in Nigeria? 

3. What is the impact of students’ enrolment on classroom management in 

secondary schools in North Eastern States of Nigeria? 

 

Research Hypotheses 

The following null hypotheses will be tested at 0.05 level of significance:- 

Ho1: Students’ enrolment does not significantly impact on adequacy of facilities in 

secondary schools in North Eastern States of Nigeria. 

Ho2: Students’ enrolment does not significantly impact on supervision of teaching and 

learning environment in secondary schools in North Eastern States of Nigeria. 

Ho3: Students’ enrolment does not significantly impact on classroom management in 

secondary schools in North Eastern States of Nigeria. 

 

Methodology: 

Design  

The study adopted descriptive survey research method. This is because descriptive survey 

research design is a research method which enables the researcher to obtain the opinions 

(i.e. opinions on students’ enrolment with respect to management of secondary schools) 

of a representative sample of a target population (secondary school administrators in 

North Eastern States) so as to infer the perception or view of the entire population.  

 

Population 

This study comprised principals and vice principals from four thousand four hundred and 
thirty-four (4,434) in public secondary schools across North Eastern States of Nigeria. 
Available record from the Federal Ministry of Education (FME, 2015) revealed one 
thousand four hundred and seventy-eight (1,478) principals and two thousand nine 
hundred fifty-six (2,956) vice principals in the study area. On the whole four thousand four 
hundred and thirty-four (4,434) constitute the total population for the study. 
 
Sample and Sampling Technique  
Four hundred and forty-three (443) respondents constituted sample size for this study. 
This is supported by Maduabum (2004) that 10% representative sample of a population of 
1000 and above is adequate for the study because the population is large enough. The 
study employed multistage sampling technique so as to select required number of 
participants for the study.  
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Instruments  
A structured questionnaire titled Impact of Students’ Enrolment and Secondary Schools 
Management Questionnaire (ISESSMQ) and structured interview were used for data 
collection. The questionnaire reflects the three variables of the study which are; impact 
of students’ enrolment on adequacy of physical facilities, supervision of teaching and 
learning environment, as well as classroom management in secondary schools. The 
instrument was modeled based on the four-point rating scale with a response modes of 
Strongly Agree (SA) =4, Agree (A) =3, Disagree (D) =2 and Strongly Disagree (SD) =1 for 
positively framed statements and the reverse coding for negative ones. The ISESSMQ 
contains 15 items with each cluster containing 5-item. Data will also be collected using 
interview schedule.  
 
Validity and Reliability 
The instrument was given face and content validity in terms of scope of coverage, content 
relevance, ambiguity and vagueness of expression. A pilot study was conducted on 45 
respondents in a school with similar characteristics of the study population but outside 
the study area. Cronbach’s Alpha Reliability Analysis was employed (with the aid of 
Statistical Package for Social Sciences-SPSS), which the reliability coefficient cluster by 
cluster yielded 0.708, 0.710 and 0.769 respectively for cluster A, B and C while overall 
reliability coefficient stood at 0.79.  
 
Analysis 
Data collected from the questionnaire were analyzed using mean and standard deviation 
to answer research questions. Bar charts and simple percentages were used to present 
the responses of the respondents for the interview. Chi-square statistical analysis was 
used to test the hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance. The decision was that, if the 
calculated value p was less than the level of significance, the null hypothesis was not 
accepted and vice versa (computation was done with SPSS package). 
 
Data presentation  
Research Question 1: What is the impact of students’ enrolment on adequacy of facilities 
in secondary schools in North Eastern States of Nigeria?  
 
Table 1: Mean ratings of respondents with regard to impact of students’ enrolment on 
adequacy of facilities in secondary schools in the study area. 

S/N Items on Students Enrolment and Adequacy 
of School Facilities  

Valid 
N= 
443 

Mean SD Remark 

1. High student’s enrolment does not cause 
rowdiness in the classrooms when there is a 
shortage of classroom space.  

443 1.74 0.78 Reject 

2. Student’s growing population makes teaching 

ineffective as a result of insufficient 

instructional materials in schools  

443 3.17 0.91 Accept  
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3. Increase in student’s enrolment leads to 

problem of usage of library and laboratory 

facilities thus leading to ineffective 

management of library and laboratories.  

443 3.06 0.88 Accept 

4. Student’s high enrolment does not cause 

shortage of textbooks and journals for 

students’ usage and this does not affect 

students’ performance in secondary schools.  

443 1.72 0.80 Reject 

5. High student’s enrolment affects students’ 

extra-curricular activities in schools without 

playground for different games.  

443 3.15 0.95 Accept 

 Cluster mean  443 2.57  Accept 

Source: Field study (2022) 

 

Table 1 above indicates the opinions of respondents on the impact of students’ enrolment 
on adequacy of facilities in secondary schools. Based on the table, the mean scores of the 
respondents- 3.17, 3.06, and 3.15 are above the reach of criterion mean of 2.50 while 1.74, 
and 1.72 are below criterion of 2.50 for acceptance level.  
The results from the table indicated that all respondents affirmed that 3 items impact on 
adequacy of facilities in secondary schools. The results revealed that students’ growing 
population makes teaching ineffective as a result of insufficient instructional materials in 
schools, increase in students’ enrolment leads to problem of usage of library and 
laboratory facilities thus leading to ineffective management of library and laboratories, as 
well as high student’s enrolment affects students’ extra-curricular activities in schools 
without playground for different games with mean scores of 3.17, 3.06, and 3.15 
respectively impact adequacy of facilities in secondary schools. However, the 
respondents declined that high student’s enrolment does not cause rowdiness in the 
classrooms when there is a shortage of classroom space as well as student’s high 
enrolment does not cause shortage of textbooks and journals for students’ usage and this 
does not affect students’ performance in secondary schools with mean scores of 1.74 and 
1.72 respectively do not have impact on adequacy of facilities in secondary schools.  
 
Responses of structured interview on students’ enrolment and adequacy of school 
facilities  
Table 2: Frequency and percentage of responses  

Description Frequency Percentage (%) 

Adequate provision of classrooms 78 43.3 

Adequate provision of instructional materials  102 56.7 

Total  180 100 

Source: Field study (2022) 



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
MAY, 2022 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJERLS 

EDUCATIONAL RSEARCH & LIBRARY SCI. VOL.9 

175 
ISSN: 1942-6754 

 
Figure 1: Bar Chart of the Responses of the Structured Interview on Impact of Students’ 

Enrolment on the Adequacy of Facilities in Secondary Schools  

 

Table 1 and Figure 1 showed that from the structured interview on impact of students’ 

enrolment on the adequacy of facilities in secondary schools, 43.3% pointed out that it 

result to adequate provision of classrooms, while 53.7% opined that it enhance adequate 

provision of instructional materials. This implies that more of the interviewees agreed 

alongside with those who responded to the questionnaire that students’ enrolment 

impact the adequacy of school facilities in secondary schools. 

Research Question 2: What is the impact of students’ enrolment on supervision of 

teaching and learning environment in secondary schools in North Eastern States in 

Nigeria?  
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Table 3: Mean ratings of respondents with regard to impact of students’ enrolment on 

supervision of teaching and learning environment in secondary schools in study area. 

S/N Items on Students’ Enrolment and 
Supervision of Teaching and Learning 
Environment  

Valid 
N= 443 

Mean SD Remark 

6. Students’ increasing enrolment does not 
influence innovative learning environment.  

443 1.65 .684 Reject 

7. Students’ increasing enrolment upsets 
teacher-student relationship and optimal 
learning environment.  

443 3.33 .804 Accept 

8. High students’ enrolment enhance safe 
school environment, better cared for and 
support students learning.  

443 1.79 .880 Reject 

9. High students’ population does not lead to 
healthy school sanitation and management 
of school plant.  

443 2.63 1.067 Accept 

10. Schools with high students’ enrolment 
facilitate better school climate.  

443 3.34 .791 Accept 

 Cluster mean  443 2.55  Accept 

 

Table 3 above indicates the opinions of respondents on the impact of students’ enrolment 

on supervision of teaching and learning environment. Based on the table, the mean scores 

of the respondents- 3.33, 2.63, and 3.34 are above the reach of criterion mean of 2.50 while 

1.65, and 1.79 are below criterion of 2.50 for acceptance level.  

The results from the table indicated that all respondents affirmed that 3 items impact on 

supervision of teaching and learning environment. The results revealed that students’ 

increasing enrolment upsets teacher-student relationship and optimal learning 

environment, high students’ population does not lead to healthy school sanitation and 

management of school plant, as well as schools with high students’ enrolment facilitate 

better school climate with mean scores of 3.33, 2.63, and 3.34 respectively impact 

supervision of teaching and learning environment. However, the respondents disagreed 

that students’ increasing enrolment does not influence innovative learning environment 

as well as high students’ enrolment enhance safe school environment, better cared for 

and support students learning with mean scores of 1.65 and 1.79 respectively do not have 

impact on supervision of teaching and learning environment.   

 

Responses of structured interview on school enrolment and supervision of teaching and 

learning environment  

Table 4: Frequency and percentage of responses  
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Description Frequency Percentage (%) 

Regular supervision by ministry of education  87 48.3 

Supervision by principals   93 51.7 

Total  180 100 

 

 
Figure 2: Bar Chart of the Responses of the structured interview on Impact of Students’ 

Enrolment on Supervision of Teaching and Learning Environment in Secondary Schools  

Table 4 and Figure 2 showed that from the structured interview on impact of students’ 

enrolment on supervision of teaching and learning environment in secondary schools, 

48.3% said that as a result of students enrolment, there is tendency of regular supervision 

by Ministry of Education, while 51.7% said that it result to supervision by principals. This 

implies that more of the interviewees agreed alongside with those who responded to the 

questionnaire that students’ enrolment impact supervision of teaching and learning 

environment in secondary schools. 

Research Question 3: What is the impact of students’ enrolment on classroom 

management in secondary schools in North Eastern States of Nigeria?  
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Table 5: Mean ratings of respondents with regard to impact of students’ enrolment on 

classroom management in secondary schools in study area. 

S/N Items on Students’ Enrolment and 

Classroom Management in Secondary 

Schools 

Valid 

N= 443 

Mean SD Remark 

11. Students’ increasing enrolment leads to 

shortage of classroom in schools thus 

leading to ineffective classroom 

management.  

443 3.12 0.89 Accept  

12. Increased students enrolment makes class 

coordination easy for the teacher.  

443 1.61 0.71 Reject 

13. Students’ misconduct is not rampant in a 

classroom with overcrowded student 

population.  

443 1.84 0.80 Reject 

14. Classroom with increased student’s 

enrolment does not allow the teacher to 

maximize positive interaction during 

teaching and learning.  

443 3.19 0.85 Accept 

15. Classroom with increased student’s 

enrolment does not provide opportunities 

for all students to contribute meaningfully 

in the class.  

443 3.41 0.66 Accept 

 Cluster mean  443  2.63  Accept 

 

Table 5 above indicates the opinions of respondents on the impact of students’ enrolment 

on classroom management in secondary schools. Based on the table, the mean scores of 

the respondents- 3.12, 3.19, and 3.41 are above the reach of criterion mean of 2.50 while 

1.61, and 1.84 are below criterion of 2.50 for acceptance level.  

The results from the table indicated that all respondents affirmed that 3 items impact on 

classroom management in the study area. The results revealed that students’ increasing 

enrolment leads to shortage of classroom in schools thus leading to ineffective classroom 

management, classroom with increased student’s enrolment does not allow the teacher 

to maximize positive interaction during teaching and learning, as well as classroom with 

increased student’s enrolment does not provide opportunities for all students to 

contribute meaningfully in the class with mean scores of 3.12, 3.19, and 3.41 respectively 

impact classroom management. However, the respondents dissatisfied with assertion 

that increased students’ enrolment makes class coordination easy for the teacher as well 

as students’ enrolment is not rampant in a classroom with overcrowded students’ 
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population with mean scores of 1.61 and 1.84 respectively do not have impact on 

classroom management.   

 

Responses of structured interview on school enrolment and management of classroom 

Table 6: Frequency and percentage of responses  

Description Frequency Percentage (%) 

Classroom organization   57 31.7 

Class control 

Provision for individual differences    

55 

68 

30.6 

37.8 

Total  180 100 

 

 
Figure 5: Bar Chart of the Responses of the Oral Interview Influence of Students’ 
Enrolments on Classroom Management in Secondary Schools 
 

Table 6 and Figure 3 showed from the structured interview on impact of students’ 

enrolments on classroom management in secondary schools, 31.7% said there is classroom 

organization, 30.6% were of the view that there is class control, while 37.8% said that there 
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is provision for individual differences. This implies that more of the interviewees agreed 

alongside with those who responded to the questionnaire that students’ enrolments 

influence classroom management in secondary schools. 

 

Research Hypotheses:  

Ho1: Students’ enrolment does not significantly impact on adequacy of facilities in 

secondary schools in North Eastern States of Nigeria. 

 

Table 7: Chi-square test of the Impact of Students’ Enrolment on Adequacy of Facilities in 

Secondary Schools 

Opinions Observed N Expected N Level of Sig. df χ2-cal P-value Decision 

SD 63 109.0 0.05   3 87.27    0.00 Sig. 

D 59 109.0      

A 169 109.0      

SA 145 109.0      

Total 436       

a. 0 cells (.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency 

is 109.0 

 

Table 7 revealed that χ2 = 87.27, at df =3 and p = 0.00. Since p-value of 0.00< 0.05 at 3 

degrees of freedom, the null hypothesis which states that students’ enrolment does not 

significantly impact on adequacy of facilities in secondary schools was therefore, rejected. 

This means that students’ enrolment significantly impact on adequacy of facilities in 

secondary schools. 

Ho2: Students’ enrolment does not significantly impact on supervision of teaching and 

learning environment in secondary schools in North Eastern States of Nigeria. 

 

Table 8: Chi-square test of the Impact of Students’ Enrolment on Supervision of Teaching 

and Learning Environment in Secondary Schools 

Opinions Observed N Expected N Level of Sig. df χ2-cal P-value Decision 

SD 67 109.0 0.05   3 36.61    0.00 Sig. 

D 93 109.0      

A 150 109.0      

SA 126 109.0      

Total 436       

a. 0 cells (.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency is 109.0 

Table 8 revealed that χ2 = 36.61, at df =3 and p = 0.00. Since p-value of 0.00< 0.05 at 3 

degrees of freedom, the null hypothesis which states that students’ enrolment does not 
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significantly impact on supervision of teaching and learning environment in secondary 

schools was therefore, rejected. The implication is that students’ enrolment significantly 

impact on supervision of teaching and learning environment in secondary schools. 

Ho3: Students’ enrolment does not significantly impact on classroom management in 

secondary schools in North Eastern States of Nigeria. 

 

Table 9: Chi-square test of the Impact of Students’ Enrolment on Classroom Management 

in Secondary Schools 

Opinions Observed N Expected N Level of Sig. df χ2-cal P-value Decision 

SD 42 109.0 0.05   3 173.49    0.00 Sig. 

D 41 109.0      

A 195 109.0      

SA 158 109.0      

Total 436       

a. 0 cells (.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency 

is 109.0.  

 

Table 9 showed that χ2 = 173.49, at df =3 and p = 0.00. Since p-value of 0.00< 0.05 at 3 

degrees of freedom, the null hypothesis which states that students’ enrolment does not 

significantly impact on classroom management in secondary schools was therefore, 

rejected. This implies that students’ enrolment significantly impact on classroom 

management in secondary schools.  

 

Discussion of Findings  

Hypothesis one states students’ enrolment does not significantly impact on adequacy 

of facilities in secondary schools in North Eastern States of Nigeria.  

Evidences from table 7 revealed that t-cal values greater than 0.05 obtained level of 

significance (statistical benchmark) for all items. Hence, there is significant impact of 

students’ enrolment on adequacy of facilities in secondary schools in the study area. In 

agreement with the current findings, Ileuma (2015) found is significant positive 

relationship between educational facilities and students’ enrolment in the university. 

The finding is also in agreement with study of Adeyemi and Adu (2010) who reported 

in the provision of physical facilities due to increase in students’ enrolment in Ekiti 

state, and concluded that the provision of physical facilities did not match the 

enrolment growth rate of pupils in primary and junior secondary schools in the state. 
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The findings differ from others because it clearly shows that students’ growing 

population makes teaching ineffective as a result of insufficient instructional materials 

in schools.   

Hypothesis two states students’ enrolment does not significantly impact on 

supervision of teaching and learning environment in secondary schools in North 

Eastern States of Nigeria. 

Evidences from table 8 revealed that students’ enrolment has significant impact on 

supervision of teaching and learning environment in secondary schools. The findings of 

the current study agrees with that of Isa, Jailani and Suleiman (2014) who reported in their 

study that effective instructional delivery and maintenance of standards in school system 

are enhanced through management and supervision of classroom activities by principals. 

The study however disagreed with the study of Muraina (2014) who found out that 

possession and effective utilization of managerial skills by principals will enable them to 

positively influence the tone of the school and administratively excel despite high 

enrolment. The study also disagreed with the findings of Oleforo and Anugwu (2014) who 

stated that an intelligent and experienced principal is able to effectively supervise his 

school despite increase in school enrolment. On the contrary, the study affirmed that high 

students’ enrolment does not support students learning, and good school climate, 

thereby negatively impact on supervision of teaching and learning in the school.  

Hypothesis three states students’ enrolment does not significantly impact on 

classroom management in secondary schools in North Eastern States of Nigeria.  

Evidences from table 9 also revealed that students’ enrolment has significant impact on 

classroom management in secondary schools. This is in support of Demirdag’s (2015) 

reports who found that teachers, who are inadequate in classroom management due to 

students’ population, tend to have more disciplinary problems in their classroom. This is 

line with the findings of Omeka and Otor (2015) that classroom population significantly 

impact students’ academic achievement in science and mathematics in Oju Local 

Government Area of Benue State. By implication, the more students are admitted and 

occupied a particular class, the more work and task expected the appropriate authority in 

enhancing effective classroom management to minimize the rate of indiscipline among 

the students. This finding differ from others because it clearly shows that students’ 

increasing enrolment leads to shortage of classroom in schools thus leading to ineffective 

classroom management. Classroom with increased student’s enrolment does not allow 

the teacher to maximize positive interaction during teaching and learning. 

 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations were made: 

1. Government and relevant stake holders should make adequate provision for 

school facilities to cater for all students in secondary schools. This will reduce 
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rowdiness and other vices associated with shortage of school facilities. By 

extension, it will ease the task of managing school activities, thereby ensuring 

attainment of objectives of secondary education in the study area.  

2. Government and relevant stake holders should make provision for school 

mapping and take secondary schools to students and not students to schools. This 

will reduce incidence of school with large populations which makes supervision of 

teaching and learning a near impossible tasks for principals. 

3. School administrators should ensure that students are enrolled or admitted into 

schools according to the carrying capacity of the schools. Overcrowded classroom 

is not a plus to classroom management as it hinders achievement of objectives of 

the school in particular and secondary education in general.  

 

Conclusion 

Based on the research findings, it could be inferred that as far as North Eastern States of 

Nigeria is concerned, to a very large extent, students’ enrolment significantly impact on 

management of secondary schools. In fact, elements and variables like adequacy of 

school facilities, supervision of teaching and learning environment and classroom 

management negatively and directly impact on effective management of secondary 

schools in the study area. 
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