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Introduction 
igeria is a country that is not only blessed with 

abundant human and natural resources that are 

spread throughout the country, but it is at the same 

time equally the most populous nation in Africa.  However, the 

truth remains that Nigeria is still struggling to be developed 

and be a power to be reckoned with in the community of 

nations as to achieving sustainable development. The problem 

of continuous increase in security challenges, poverty, armed 

robbery, militancy Boko Haram disturbances in the Northern 

region may be rooted to the fact that majority of Nigeria youths 

are not empowered to contribute to national development 

(Nnachi,2012 & Nkechi, 2013). Unfortunately, most of our 

tertiary institutions turn out graduates on yearly basis without 

a corresponding job creation to take care of them(Nnachi,2012 

& Nkechi, 2013). No nation can achieve growth or any form of 

stability that will enhance socio-economic and sustainable 

development in an atmosphere of security challenges 

triggered by chronic youth unempowerment and 

unemployment. 
Statistics from the Nigerian Bureau of Statistics (NBS 2021), 

Nigeria’s unemployment rate is at 23.9 per cent and 60 per cent 

of its population are youths, translating to about 80 million 

Nigerian youths. Youths are filled with energy and when this 

energy is positively channeled or guarded, they are highly 

productive, and hence they are likely to contribute to the  

A 

N 

ABSTRACT  
This study 

investigated the 

role of vocational 

and technical 

education in 

achieving 

sustainable 

development goals 

amidst security 

challenges in 

Nigeria. Variables 

such as security 

challenges and 

vocational and 

technical education 

were ascertained, 

whether the 

problem associated 

with them could be 

resolved so that 

sustainable 

development could 

be achieved in 

Nigeria. This paper 

adopted the 

content analysis 

method which is 

concerned with the 

review and critique 
 

 
TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL, MAY, 2022 EDITIONS 

VOL. 9 NO. 2 ISSN: 2067-4112 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
JOUNAL OF: 
AFRICAN 
SUSTAINABLE DEV. 
RESEARCH 



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
MAY, 2022 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJASDR 

AFRICAN SUSTAINABLE DEV. RESEARCH VOL.9 

80 
ISSN: 2067-4112 

overall development of the society. On the other hand, when the energy is negatively 

channeled, restiveness and its consequences are likely to be felt. This is an unfortunate 

situation as most youths who are supposed to be productive active members of the 

society move from one part of the town, state and country to another in search of greener 

pastures for which they are ill prepared and equipped for. 

Anyaogu (2009), opined that tertiary institutions should be geared towards producing 

graduates who are relevant to the society and economy at large. Graduates who will be 

able to make use of their knowledge and skills acquired to alter and shape the 

environment while creating jobs that empower the graduates This has consequently led 

to the rise in security challenges which include amongst other things Fulani herdsmen 

kidnapping, prostitution, ritual killings, human trafficking, fraud, gambling as well as oil 

pipe vandalism by Niger Delta Militants, Child abduction/trafficking to mention but a few 

(Adesina, 2013).These challenges have made security a pivotal issue that has culminated 

in the allocation of country’s huge meager resources to the protection of lives and 

properties Also, the alarming rate at which the economic social and religious affairs of the 

nation are dwindling at present is a real symbol of security challenge. Also, this same 

security challenge has and is still threatening Nigeria’s desperate efforts to industrialize 

and achieve economic and hence sustainable development, this is clearly evident by rating 

Nigeria low by the Global Peace Index (2012) with respect to security matters. However, 

Dabalan, et al., (2000), noted that the problem of unemployment in the country could be 

traceable to the disequilibrium between labour market requirements and lack of essential 

of relevant academic literatures to address the objective of this paper. Secondary data 

drawn from the academic contributions of scholars and educational policy makers in 

journals,textbooks,public lecture notes, government gazettes, internet and direct 

observations related to this paper  were used, and thus descriptive  and inferential 

statistics were not used in this paper. The study found that sustainable development can 

only be achieved in Nigeria in an environment where Nigerians are secured and safe which 

can only be achieved when the people are skillfully empowered and gainfully employed 

in various economic productive activities through vocational and technical education. 

The study concluded that when Nigerians are educated with the needed skills and 

technical know-how, they will not pose a threat to security and achieving sustainable 

development in Nigeria would be actualized. It was recommended that vocational and 

technical education should be reinforced to give citizens the required knowledge and 

skills which is the needed ingredient that will not only positively reconstruct their minds 

but as well equip them to exist in a secure atmosphere and achieve the needed 

sustainable development for Nigeria. 
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employable skills of the graduates. On a similar ground Nwafor (2006),  asserts that most 

youths who are not gainfully employed become agents of social destabilization, disunity, 

economic sabotage, thuggery and in most cases  become security challenge to their 

community and nation at large.. 

Nigeria’s education policy makers having realized this situation made efforts and revised 

the policy on education in terms of its relevance to the needs of Nigerians and those of 

the society in consonance with realities of our environment and the modern word and 

hence the National Policy on Education revised in 2004 section 8(d)states clearly that 

tertiary education shall help undergraduates “acquire both physical and intellectual skills 

which will enable individuals to be self-reliant and useful members of the society”. 

The road map for global prosperity anchored by the United Nation was Millennium 

Development goals however in other to adapt to present realities of threat to extinction 

due to rapid degradation of natural resources, environmental pollution and climate 

change, the Millennium Development Goals were changed to Sustainable 

Development Goals. If Nigeria is to achieve Sustainable development in the sands of time, 

it has to be propagated using the right tool and channel, that is education .Education, is 

undeniably one of the indispensable tools for national development. It isa vital instrument 

for national and sustainable development it involves acquisition and essential 

development skills needed for technological breakthrough and socio-political 

development which accelerates economic growth. Industrial and technological 

development has been from earlier times the ideal if not the only tool for national 

development, economic progress, self-reliance and empowerment of citizens. The type 

of education that leads to technical and skills acquisition (vocational &technical 

education)is needed to be taught to Nigerians to eliminate security challenges and 

achieve sustainable development in Nigeria. 

 

Vocational and Technical Education 

 United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization(UNESCO)(2013) defines 

Vocational and Technical education as” a comprehensive term referring to the education 

process when it involves, in addition to general education the study of technologies and 

related sciences and the acquisition of practical skills and knowledge relating to 

occupations in various sectors of economic and social life”.Mordi(2019),viewed 

vocational &technical education as that part of education system that provides courses 

and training programs related to employment. 

Vocational and technical education is an aspect of Nigerian educational system that 

provides room for vocational training, skills acquisition and adequate scientific 

competence. It is the inclusion of basic technical and scientific knowledge with the skill-

based vocational programs. Vocational and technical education is designed to offer 

people the opportunity of improving themselves in their general proficiency, especially in 

relation to their present or future occupation. 
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Usman(2012),defined vocational and technical education as a systematic study of 

techniques for making and doing things .Osayomuanbor and Edokpayi(2008), view 

vocational and technical education as that type of education that trains and helps to 

prepare the individuals for employment in specific occupation or trade. Vocational and 

technical education leads to the acquisition of practical and applied skills, as well as basic 

scientific knowledge that enables the individual to be prepared for the world of work. 

Majority of analyst agree that employers of labour in this present 21st century demand 

more skills than they did in the past (Yang,2008).On a similar ground,Oranu(2010),added 

that  there are many factors that have contributed to the ever rising demand for skills in 

the labour market which includes; technological and organizational changes, trade, 

deregulation of key industries. Thus, it is vocational and technical education that trains or 

develops individuals in the fields of vocation and technology with practical skills so that 

the country can through the activities of such experts enjoy the fruits of technology and 

at the same time contributes her  own quota to the overall technological and sustainable 

development. It is an integral part of general education, a means of preparing students 

for participating in world of work, an aspect of lifelong learning and a preparation for 

responsible citizenships as well as an instrument for promoting environmentally healthy 

peaceful, economic,social and sustainable development. 

 

Objectives of Vocational & Technical Education 

The objectives of vocational and technical education in Nigeria as stated by National Policy 

on Education (2004) are as follows; 

1. To provide trained manpower in applied science, technology and commerce 

particularly at sub-professional grades. 

2. To provide technical knowledge and vocational skills necessary for agricultural, 

industrial, commerce and economic development. 

3. To provide people who can apply specific knowledge to the improvement and 

solution of environmental problems for the use and convenience of man. 

4. To give training and impact the skill leading to the production of craftsmen, 

technicians and other skilled personnel who will be enterprising and self-reliant. 

5. To give an introduction of professional studies in engineering and other 

technologies. 

6. To give our young men and women to have an intelligent understanding of the 

increasing complexity of technology. 

Clearly from the above objectives of vocational and technical education, if the teeming 

youths in Nigeria are availed with the right skills, technical-know how through vocational 

and technical education, they will have no time for participating in activities that challenge 

the security in Nigeria and direct their energy,thoughts,knowledge and skills positively 

and actively participate in activities that ensures Nigeria achieves political,economic,social 

and sustainable development. 
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Sustainable Development 

 Development is critical and essential to the sustenance and growth of any nation. 

Development is a dynamic process that empowers people and promotes important 

changes in their lives. Every nation should be sensitive to ensuring the sustained viability 

of its economy and development. Sustainable development involves consideration of 

three aspects of reality, namely; physical, the socio-political and economic environments. 

These three aspects of reality are very central in any bid to sustain any development. 

 Sustainable development as defined by Brundtland(1987) is development that meets the 

needs of the present without compromising the ability of the future generations to meet 

their own needs. Agwuogu (2013), saw sustainable development as the type of 

development that can be initiated and managed properly in such a way as to give 

attention to continuity and preservation as people explore available resources for the 

enlargement of their existence. Sustainable development is a process of change in which 

the exploitation of resources, the direction of investments, the orientation of 

technological development and institutional change are all in harmony and enhance both 

current and future potential to meet human needs and aspirations. 

Belgrade(2007),defined sustainable development as targets-oriented, long-

term(continous),comprehensive and synergetic process with impacts on all aspects of 

life(economic,social,environmental and institutional) at all level. Sustainable 

development is a process that promises a desirable future for human societies, in such a 

way that standard conditions of living  with the use of limited resources will meet human 

needs without damaging the integrity, beauty and stability of the economy. Sustainable 

development is a form of elements that sustain non-renewable and limited resources with 

the aim to preserving them for the future generations. Similarly, Hansson(2010) sees 

sustainable development as managing the well-being of the environment, people and 

economy over an indefinite period of time. 

In August 2015,the united nations outlined a number of goals to address the issue of global 

sustainable development program across board. They include: 

1. No poverty. 

2. Zero Hunger 

3. Good-health and well-being. 

4. Quality Education 

5. Gender equality 

6. Clean water and sanitation. 

7. Affordable and clean energy. 

8. Decent work and economic growth. 

9. Industry,innovation and infrastructure. 

10. Reduced inequalities. 

11. Sustainable cities. 

12. Responsible production and consumption. 
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13. Climat action. 

14. Life below water. 

15. Life on land  

16. Peace,justice and strong institution 

17. Partnership for the goals. 

 

It is very clear from the above goals that technical and vocational education has a very 

significant role to play so that these goals can be achieved additionally,  there is need for 

nations to be secured  to achieve this goals and that any security challenge is actually  a 

challenge to achieving sustainable development.  

 

Security & Security Challenges 

Security may be looked at as a state of being protected from danger or anxiety. According 

to Omoyibo and Akpomera (2013), security is a concept that is prior to the state, and the 

state exists in order to provide that concept. The 1999 Constitution of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria specifically states that “The security and welfare of the people shall 

be the primary purpose of government”. Security need was the basis of the social 

contract between the people and the state, in which people willingly surrendered their 

rights to an organ (government) who oversees the survival of all. 

 According to Igbuzor, 2011; Oche, 2001; Nwanegbo and Odigbo, 2013, security is the 

absence of threats to peace, stability, national cohesion, political and socio-economic 

objectives of a country.. Security is perceived as a situation in which citizens are free from 

any threats to their life and means of livelihood, free from bodily harm, diseases, 

unemployment, and human rights violations wherever they may find themselves within a 

sovereign nation. Security has been seen as a situation where a person or thing is not 

exposed to any form of danger or risk of physical or moral aggression, accident, theft or 

deterioration. 

  Insecurity /Security challenge which is the opposite of Security is the state of being 

subject to danger or injury, anxiety that is experienced when one feels vulnerable and 

insecure. Insecurity as a state of being not secure, lack of confidence. 

Achumba,Ighomeroho Akpor(2013),defined insecurity as the state of being open or 

subject to danger or threat of danger, where danger is the condition of being susceptible 

to harm or injury. . Insecurity is the state of being exposed to risk or anxiety, where anxiety 

is a vague unpleasant emotion that is experienced in anticipation of some misfortunes. 

Insecurity is a state of fear or anxiety stemming from a concrete or alleged lack of 

protection. 

Clearly from the above definitions of insecurity/security challenge, it shows a major point 

that it disrupts peace, growth, and sustainable development. Nations and citizens 

affected by insecurity are uncertain, unaware of what would happen and they are also 

vulnerable to the threats of progress and dangers when they occur. Insecurity is 

detrimental to general well being of the people with its resultant effects in the areas of 
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illnesses, low life expectancy,  low quality of life,  suspicion, lack of unity, national dis-

integration avoidable and untimely deaths of precious lives, reduction of economic, 

political, environmental and social development. 

Nigeria is presently bedeviled with different cases of security challenges which takes 

different shades and dimensions like Boko Haram uprising in Borno,Yobe,Bauchi,and 

Gombe states of North-Eastern part of Nigeria which served as  a tipping point in the 

conflict between the sect and the government authorities. From 2009 till date, the sect 

has engaged in arson, bombing, shooting and stabbing with disdain and impunity. 

Another one is ethnic militias like the Movement for the Survival of Ogoni People 

(MOSOP), Movement for the Actualization of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB) and 

Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger-Delta (MEND), Oodua People’s Congress 

(OPC).There’s also the farmers/herdsmen clashes, kidnapping as well as banditry. All 

these have left fear destructions of lives, properties, ideas, innovations which are needed 

by the nation to achieve economic, social, environmental and hence sustainable 

development. 

 

Causes of Security Challenges in Nigeria 

Security challenges in Nigeria is on the increase and this has been compounded by the 

rising waves of terrorism since the country returned to democratic rule in 1999( Ali,2013). 

Many scholars have identified several causes of security challenges in Nigeria which are 

inimical to socio-economic, national and sustainable development (Ali, 2013; Okorie 2011; 

Ezeoba, 2011; Salawu, 2010). These causes include among others; 

Unemployment/Poverty: Youth’s unemployment have contributed to the rising cases of 

security challenge in Nigeria, supporting this,  Adagba et al (2012) stated that 

unemployment/poverty among Nigerians, especially the youths is a major cause of 

security challenges bedeviling Nigeria. Equally the failure of successive government 

administrations to solve the problem of unemployment in Nigeria has further 

compounded these security challenges in the country. 

Pervasive Material Inequalities and Unfairness:  There is the growing awareness of 

inequalities and disparities in life chances by ordinary citizens presently in Nigeria this has 

also contributed to cause security challenges in the nation. 

 Weakness in Nigeria’s Security System: This is one major variable contributing to the high 

level of security challenge in Nigeria, this can be attributed to many factors which includes 

inadequate funding of the security agencies in Nigeria, poor welfare of security personnel, 

and inadequate personnel as well as lack of modern equipment both in weaponry and 

training. 

Systemic and Political Corruption: This has increased government failure and breakdown 

of institutional infrastructures. No doubt this twin evil and hydra-headed smonster has 

held Nigerians and the Nigerian state captive devoid of  much needed growth and 

development  and hence causing security challenges to the nation. 
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Porous Borders: There is an unchecked inflow of Small Arms and Light Weapons into the 

country which has aided militancy and criminality in Nigeria (Hazen and Horner, 

2007),supporting this, Achumba et al. (2013) observe that the porous frontiers of the 

country, where individual movements are largely untracked have contributed to the level 

of insecurity in Nigeria. 

 

The Role of Vocational and Technical Education in Achieving Sustainable Development 

in Nigeria. 

The present day security challenges in Nigeria are mostly attributed to youth restiveness, 

resulting from increasing unemployment and this has led to terrorists recruiting the youth 

to carry out their destructive activities. Vocational and Technical Education is the solution 

to unemployment, youth restiveness and idleness. This type of education has many trades 

that come under it which is capable of empowering the youths with skills for the present 

generation without jeopardizing the skills of the future generation, and at the end they 

will be empowered to be self-employed and even become employers of labour. 

Vocational and Technical education can assist Nigeria to achieve sustainable development 

by teaching and equipping our youths with skills and technical know-how that will be 

continuous from one generation to the next, so that each generation of Nigerians is 

skillfully equipped to be self-employed and even employ others.   Vocational and Technical 

Education is mostly concerned with production of goods and services that are essential 

to life in fields of Agriculture Education, Business Education, Fine and Applied Arts, Home 

Economics and Technical Education which youths can be trained, thereby empowering 

them with skills to become self-employed from generation to generation, these areas 

include: 

Animal Husbandry: Animal husbandry is a profitable venture that one can go into as a 

business. It is the action of rearing domestic animals mainly for profitable purpose, it 

includes goats, sheep, poultry, rabbits, pigs, snails e.t.c. Animals could be exported out 

life or slaughtered as meat to foreign countries thus, the business man and the country 

will earn foreign exchange. Balogun (2013), supported this by maintaining that micro 

livestock farming involves the production/farming of little known animals with promising 

economic future. This animal husbandry can be practiced from generation to generation 

and with continues practice, leads to creative innovations to be learnt and practiced from 

one generation to another. 

Auto Body Repair and Spray Painting: This involves teaching our youth how to repair 

vehicles like mending scratches, scuffs and dents to vehicle damage as well as damage 

caused by collision and major accidents. It also involves spray painting to the body of the 

vehicle worked on, so that it will look nice and be prevented from corrosion. Motorcycle 

repairs and assembling, generators and tricycle repairs are equally included here. 

Fish Farming: It involves raising fish commercially in tanks or enclosures or in ponds for 

human food (Merriam-Webster Dictionary,2015). Fish farming is growing at about 6.5% per 
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year globally. This type of farming can be started with small amount of capital and can be 

used as a hobby. 

 Cosmetology: By teaching our youths the art of cosmetology(make-up), they can 

become skilled in  make-up segment. This can take many dimensions, from the beauty 

make-up for women and brides, make-up for our actresses and actors in the 

entertainment industry to henna designing and make-up. All these are vocations that are 

equally job-opportunities for gainful income, time engaging and eye-opening Thus, 

reducing youth restiveness, unemployment and increasing the social, economic and 

sustainable development of Nigeria. 

Photography: Photographers take photographs and make money by displaying, sale or 

use of those photographs. Private Corporation like newspaper companies employs 

photographers and at the same time one can own photo studios. At different occasions 

the services of photographers are needed, like weddings, naming ceremonies e.t.c. thus 

serving as a sustainable way of earning income for the present and future generation.  

Solar Panel: The search for alternative source of energy is ever increasing especially in 

Nigeria where the problem of erratic power supply seems to have defied all forms of 

solution. Through teaching our youths skills and techniques of solar panel it will not only 

employ them but provide a better sustainable way of power supply for the present 

generation without jeopardizing the power and energy needs of the future generations.  

 

Challenges Militating Against the role of Vocational and Technical Education in 

Achieving Sustainable Development In Nigeria. 

Facilities: Most technical education departments in Nigerian tertiary institutions of 

learning do not have laboratories or workshops space which are needed to teach the 

students the practical aspects of vocational and technical education. Many courses are 

practical in nature for example fish farming, to teach this vocation effectively and 

efficiently to our students there is need for fish ponds for different sizes of fishes, it is 

pertinent to note that many institutions that teach vocational and technical education 

lack these model fish ponds to teach their students. Oryem Oriya (2005) supported this 

by indicating that only 40% of institutions of Higher Education in Nigeria have laboratory 

or workshop for technical education programmes, 

Poor Funding: Another key challenge militating against vocational and technical 

education for achieving sustainable development in Nigeria is poor funding. Nigerian 

government does not provide adequate fund for the provision of conducive and enabling 

the environment to facilitate the effective teaching and learning process as well as 

research. Vocational and technical education requires a huge investment and capital.  

Lack of Qualified Teachers: Teachers quality has a strong bearing on societal survival since 

the quality of education in any society depends on the quality of its teachers. Recruitment 

of vocational and technical education teachers is no longer based on merits; those who 

are qualified for vocational and technical education teaching are not given employment 
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because they don't have godfather in the government and this lead vocational and 

technical education teaching appointment to favoritism and nepotism. 

Erratic Power supply: Power supply in Nigeria has and is still a  major problem that 

government after government have promised to make steady and constant but 

unfortunately till date no government has achieved. Many of the learning equipments and 

machines used in practical vocational and technical education courses are electrical in 

nature, and thus there is every need for constant supply of electricity for operation 

effectiveness and efficiency, thus making vocational and technical education as a tool for 

solving insecurity in Nigeria challenging. 

Nigerian Value System: In Nigeria today too much emphasis is placed on University 

qualifications not minding whether the holder possesses the required knowledge and 

skill. In advanced societies technical degree holders are highly regarded. In fact, the value 

system in those countries depends on the person’s skills and knowledge, and not on paper 

qualification. In the public service, graduates of vocational and technical education are 

often discriminated against and their career prospects limited. For this reason, secondary 

school leavers and parents prefer University education to vocational and technical 

education (Nworlu- Elechi, 2013). 

Government Attitude Towards Education: It has become a normal thing for every 

Nigerian government to say it is committed to ensuring that the education sector is given 

the needed attention and fund but in practice it has hardly been so. The Nigerian 

government is yet to accord education (vocational & technical education inclusive) its 

importance in relation to other sectors of the economy. This is evident in the manner and 

number of strikes embarked upon by academic staff of higher institutions in Nigeria, and 

thus further compounding the challenges vocational and technical education for 

achieving sustainable development in Nigeria. 

 

Conclusion 

The importance of vocational and technical education for achieving sustainable 

development in Nigeria cannot be overemphasized as it finds its way into agriculture, 

homeconomics, fine and applied arts and other related fields Many factors are militating 

against this role in the country which when reduced or solved can lead to achieving 

sustainable development through vocational and technical education in Nigeria. 

 

Recommendations  

• Government should increase the budgetary allocation to vocational and technical 

education. As we know that government cannot do it alone, corporate 

organizations, parents and alumni associations should assist in providing some of 

the equipment needed in the training of vocational and technical students so that 

Nigeria achieves sustainable development. 

• Government should improve on the supply of electricity to Nigerians and 

specifically to institutions offering vocational and technical education as this will 
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improve the teaching of practical aspects of vocational and technical education 

and thus enhance its role in achieving sustainable development for Nigeria. 

• Vocational and Technical Education teacher programme in tertiary institutions 

should be improved upon to give room for training and employing of more 

qualified teachers that would fit in to the system and usher in the needed 

knowledge and skills to achieve sustainable development. 

• The issue of strikes by lecturers in Nigeria should be looked into deeply so as to 

find a lasting solution to the strikes that disrupts normal teaching and learning 

processes in these institutions. 

• There should be a mass awareness campaign and as well a total paradigm shift 

from certificate centeredness to skill acquisition centeredness in Nigeria, this will 

go along way to solve the problem militating against achieving sustainable 

development through vocational and technical education in Nigeria. 

• The Federal Government in conjunction with the various State Governments 

should provide modern infrastructural facilities, equipment and tools in various 

vocational and technical educational institutions across the country to ensure the 

full implementation of curriculum in these schools. 
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