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Introduction 
aving a skill is very important to every individual; as 

water is to human life, so is skill acquisition needed in 

the life of every serious minded person (Mukhtar, 

2021).  Technicians today earn more than university graduates, 

this is because, technicians acquired skills through practical 

training while the university graduate is fed with theoretical 

knowledge (Gbagolo & Eze 2022). Skill acquisition is the ability 

to be trained on a particular task or function and become 

expert on it. The Webster encyclopedia dictionary (1994) cited 

in Fadrio (2010) defined skill as an ability coming from ones 

knowledge, practice and aptitude to do something well. 

Feshchuk (2018) defines skill as the ability to acquire practical 

knowledge in new conditions and on the basis of the abilities 

and experiences a person had previously.  Skill acquisition is the 

process of mastering skills characterized by applying them in 

particular situations the possibility to learn. 
Dibiana (2016) stated that lack of skill is one of the causes of 

rapid growth in crime and corruption among vibrant youths in 

many parts of the world. Today, there are many unemployed 

graduates in the country. This is partly as a result of our long 

system of education that is more of grammar and not much 

practical learning.  A skillful person can survive in any 

environment Skill acquisition is one of the important pillars that 

help many in actualizing their dreams and aid those who are not 

privileged to work with public or private organizations with 

academic certificate to have livelihoods. Skills acquisition will 

enable youth to build self esteem and self confidence, and 
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develop the ability to take responsibility or self relationships and society around them 

(Niraalee, 2021).  

The overemphasis on academic leads to an education that does not necessarily impact 

skill related graduate to the labour market. These graduates roam about despite their 

certificates.  Education in Nigeria needs serious research attention to completely 

understand the existing relationship between schooling and work.  

 

Statement of Problem 

It is a pity that there is “huge” parading of unemployment in many parts of the world 
today especially in Delta State, Nigeria. Vocational and skill acquisition centers created by 
government are to give support and training to youth.  Although there are lot of 
vocational and skill acquisition centers in Delta State yet youth are still roaming the street 
unemployed.  What could be the cause of this youth unemployment in the face of 
government established centers is the focus of this research work 
 

Objectives 

i. To determine the effects of skills acquisition on youth employment. 

ii. To determine the impact of skill acquisition centers on youth employment 

 

Research Questions 

1. How does skills acquired influence youth employment? 

2. How does skill acquisition centers impact on youth employment ? 

 

Research Hypothesis 

i. Ho: There is no significant relationship between skills acquired and youth 

employment? 

between skill acquisition and youth unemployment. The researchers therefore 

recommends that Ethiope West constituency youth should be encouraged to register 

and participate in various skill training such as technical craft skill acquisition and be 

enlightened on how to pick a skill where they have passion. Also, mental transformation 

(i.e. a kind of enlightenment campaign) should be pursued vigorously to enable more 

youths to participate and benefit from the programme. The youth should be adequately 

motivated and encouraged to enlist in the programme. This can be achieved from the 

skill acquisition training programme.The government should come up with a clear fact 

on Employment policy that encourage the adoption of labour Intensive techniques to an 

extent so as to absorb more youths in multinational companies operation in Delta state  

 

Key Words: Skill acquisition, Technical craft,  Employment,  Enlightenment campaign, 

Peason correlation coefficient. 
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Hi: There is a significant relationship between skills acquired and youth 

employment? 

ii. Ho: There is no significant relationship between skills acquisition centers and 

youth unemployment? 

Hi: There is no significant relationship between skills acquisition centers and youth 

unemployment? 

 

Literature 

Soanes (2001) cited in Onu (2006) defined skill as the ability to do something expertly well. 

This involves physical manipulation processes that culminate in the achievement of 

ultimate goals.  

The issue of youth development is not of the government alone but for all especially the 

individual youth. After all, there are people who have developed themselves from scratch 

to something and at the same time, there are people whose people have the means to 

develop them to any level and standard and in any ramification yet such people outrightly 

refused to be developed.  

 

Concept of Unemployment 

Employment has always been regarded as one of the important social issues. The 
fundamental reason that makes it so important is that it does not only affect the economic 
development of society, but also the stability of the society (World Bank, 2008). 
Employment determines how a society is like, how it is going to develop. It also affects 
how individual define themselves. Imaging if enormous numbers of people are jobless, 
the consequences must be drastically catastrophic although this might sound like 
(groundless) fear, it might eventually become reality if we do not address it on time. As a 
matter of fact, most of the countries are suffering from the slower than projected 
economic recovery and rise in unemployment. With reference to the global employment 
trends generally, most people understand unemployment as simple as “people do not 
have a job however; the concept of unemployment is far more complex than the above 
mentioned”(Eno-obong, 2006).  
Generally, internationally community defines unemployment according to a resolution of 
international labour organization in 1982 one can only be called as “unemployed” of 
he/she is: “without work” that means he/she was not in paid employment or self-
employment during a particular reference period. “Currently available for work” that 
means he/she was ready for a paid employment or self employment during the reference 
period. “Seeking work” that means he/she had taken specific steps in a specified recent 
period seek paid employment. (Anyakoha, 2006) 
 

Importance of Skill Acquisition on a Nation 

a. Skills acquisition can bridge the gap between people without job and without 

hope. If on the other hand a country without enough manpower in vocational and 

technical area will continually suffer the problem of unemployment. 
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b. Skills acquisition is a social safety measure to many social problem unemployment 

is a serious social ill, with its  numerous remote consequences like hooliganism, 

skills and vocational training helps to eliminate all these through the production 

of people that can be easily employable 

c. Skills acquisition is designed to meet the unemployment needs of particular areas 

of the economy. The training provided is closely matches with specific job 

requirement so as to facilitate immediate production performance by the trainees 

to be wage earners who are asset to the society and not liabilities. 

 

Research Method 

The purpose of the research work is to determine the effectiveness of skill acquisition in 

creating employment for the youth in other to reduce the unemployment problem that 

prevalent in Delta state. The research work was subjected to personal interview and the 

use of questionnaires. 

The population of this study comprises of youth in Delta State Ethiope West constituency 

the estimated population is 500. The researchers adopted the taro Yemen’s formula to 

arrive at the sample size of 222 A stratified sampling techniques and Simple random 

sampling was used to distribute the questionnaire 

 

Method of Data Analysis  

Simple percentage frequency table was used for the presentation and interpretation of 

data while peason correlation coefficient which was subjected to chi-square statistical 

method was used to test the hypotheses  

X2 =  

 

Decision: since the calculated value of 10.32 is greater than the table value of 3.841, we 

therefore reject the null hypothesis and accept the alternative hypothesis the alternative 

hypothesis that says there is significant relationship between skill acquisition and youth 

unemployment. 

The result of testing the hypothesis revealed as significant relationship between skill 

acquisition training among the youth and unemployment reduction in Ethiope west 

constituency. The null hypotheses were therefore rejected. This means that skill 

acquisition training is significantly related to unemployment reduction in Ethiope west 

constituency. This finding agrees with the findings of Gbagolo & Eze (2022). It is also in 

line with the results of Feshchuk, (2018) who states that skill acquisition training reduces 

the level of unemployment and related frustration amongst youth, skill acquisition 

redirect youth to gainful employment. There is no doubt that skill acquisition training 

programme is a laudable one and a welcome development in view of its anticipated 

benefits. It is capable of promoting vocational skills acquisition among the youth etc. and 

fe

fefo )( −
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thereby ensuring gainful self employment and creation of more employment opportunity 

for other members of the society.  

In conclusion unemployment reduction is related to skill acquisition and training among 

the youths. The perennial unemployment problem in Delta state Ethiope west 

constituency can be ameliorated with skill acquisition and youth empowerment.  

The researchers therefore recommend as follows:  

a. Ethiope West constituency youth should be encouraged to register and 

participate in various skill training such as technical craft skill acquisition and be 

enlightened on how to pick a skill where they have passion. Also, Mental 

transformation (i.e. a kind of enlightenment campaign) should be pursued 

vigorously to enable more youths to participate and benefit from the programme. 

The youth should be adequately motivated and encouraged to enlist in the 

programme. This can be achieved from the skill acquisition training programme. 

b. The government should come up with a clear fact on Employment policy that 

encourage the adoption of labour Intensive techniques to an extent so as to 

absorb more youths in multinational companies operation in Delta state  
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