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Introduction 
biraland, North-Central Nigeria is the gateway 

between the Northern and Southern states of 

Nigeria. This entity has had a turbulent history 

of politically induced crises which had almost 

shattered the socio-economic life being of the 

people. The area has been stigmatized most times by 

travelers who consider the land a ‘war zone’ even 

though there is no record of travellers being 

harassed, maimed or even killed in the intra-Ebira 

crises. This, to a large extent has demoralized the 

people emotionally and psychologically as the gains 

of the political agitations had not even been felt by 

the common people. With this social condition of the  
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ABSTRACT 
This paper 

examines politics 

and terror in 

Ebiraland, North-

Central Nigeria. It 

focuses on the 

August 2012 

terror attacks 

and its aftermath 

on a people 

which had 

become 

traumatized due 

to lots of crises 

and conflicts that 

had bedeviled 

the area. The 

methodology 

adopted by the 

paper is the 

extensive use of 

primary sources 

which include 

oral interview. It  
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people, the new wave of terrorist activities being perpetrated in Ebiraland is 

a new phenomenon which cannot be comprehended by an average Anebira 

(Ebira person). This study, therefore, looks at the politics and terror in an 

already traumatized society with specific emphasis on the August 2012 

shootings in Ebiraland, Kogi state, North-Central Nigeria and its implication 

for security contestation in Nigeria. The paper which is structured in eight 

sections begins with the introduction and run through the geography and 

people of the study area. It further gave a historical background of some of 

the crises in Ebiraland and reviewed the trauma the people had gone through. 

The paper climaxed with terrorism in Nigeria and the August 2012 shootings 

in Ebiraland. It further examined the official terror on the land and its 

implication for security contestation in Kogi State. 

 

Geography and Peoples of Ebiraland 

In a study of this nature, it is pertinent to have a brief view of the study area. 

Ebiraland covers an area of 2,977 square kilometers and lies between latitude 

60 and 80 N and longitude 60 and 100 E (Okene, 1995). It is situated within a hilly 

sketch of land south-west of the Niger-Benue confluence in the Kogi central 

senatorial district of Kogi state, North – Central Nigeria. Ebiraland is bounded 

also made use of secondary sources such as journals and books. Findings in the 

paper reveal that the attacks on Okene was politically orchestrated and using 

the instrumentality of Boko Haram. Despite this devastating attack on the 

people of Ebiraland, the Nigerian Police Force whose constitutional role is to 

protect law abiding citizens unleashed terror on an already traumatised 

society. In the final analysis, the paper submits that the Nigerian government 

needs to step up efforts to defeat all dysfunctional activities including 

banditry, kidnapping but particularly the terrorist groups, Boko Haram and 

their successors, the ISWAP because of their negative implications on the 

society.   

 

Keynotes: Violence, Hoodlum, Terrorism, Transformation, Good governance, 

Accountability, Development 
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by the Yoruba speaking peoples of Owe, Akoko, Ijumu and Oworro to the West, 

the Ogori, Ososo and Akoko-Edo to the south, the Hausas and Nupes of Lokoja 

to the North, and River Niger to the East. Ebiraland’s immediate neighbours to 

the East across River Niger are the Bassa and Igala speaking peoples (Enesi, 

2004).  

There are several accounts on the origin of the Ebira people just like most other 

ethnic groups in Africa. Sources indicates that sometimes between the 12th and 

14th Centuries A.D, the Ebira lived in an area called Birum or Birri in the Gongola 

basin in the present day Taraba State, North-East Nigeria. This made the earlier 

historians that wrote on the Ebira people assumed that the Ebira were part of 

the Kwararafa confederacy which was made up of Konna, Pindiga and 

Kwararafa. However, recent accounts indicate that though the Ebira at this 

period shared common boundaries with the Jukun, they were a distinct group 

of people in terms of language, cultural ethos and group formation (Ohiare, 

1998; Okene, 1995). 

From the Gongola basin, the Ebira migrated into the basins and valleys of the 

Benue river from where they migrated to the south-west of the confluence 

area in the 16th and early 17th centuries A.D. to establish Ebira-Okpete at the 

right bank of the Niger. The settlements at Okpete extended to modern 

Ajaokuta where they formed the various geo-political lineages and clan groups. 

From Okpete, the Ebiras further migrated north-west to their present location 

(Okene, 1995). The Ebira are predominantly farmers and hunters while the 

women engaged in trading and cloth weaving. Ebira woven clothes known as 

‘iti ino chi’ in the local dialect is a popular item in most local and international 

trade fairs. The population of the Ebiras is 884,396 going by the 2006 National 

census figures (NPC, 2006). 

 

Conflict and Crisis in the Area 

Empirically, crises arise as a result of different opinions, views and interests. It 

is even more poignant, if there are conflict of interests especially over scarce 

resources in a challenged environment. Thus, as long as there are varied 

interests and views, crises cannot be ruled out from the society. However, the 

level and reasons of these crises differs from one society to the other. 

Ebiraland has had its fair share of crises in the recent past. To catalogue the 
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crises that had engulfed Ebiraland will be writing another article of equal 

proportion. Nevertheless, efforts will be made to highlight some of the 

politically motivated crises in the last five years. 

The first major crisis in the period under review was the 2007 election crisis. 

The senatorial and gubernatorial elections were held on 14 and 21 April, 2007 

respectively which was keenly contested by the People’s Democratic Party 

(PDP) and the Action Congress (AC). It is worthy to note that Ebiraland was 

predominantly an Action Congress dominated area at this period having moved 

in exodus from the People’s Democratic Party, which the political leaders 

accused of political victimization and lack of fulfilment of electoral promises. 

The PDP won the April 21 gubernatorial election and the AC alleged electoral 

fraud and her members took to the street when the result was announced in 

favour of the PDP. According to Enesi (2019), the major roads were barricaded, 

prominent PDP stalwarts were outlawed and their houses burnt. All the PDP 

members were politically banished from Ebiraland for allegedly conniving to 

‘sell off’ the Ebira people in the political chess game. Lots of people lost their 

lives in this crisis and property worth millions were destroyed. 

The Crisis took another dimension when the warring political groups, the A.C 

and the PDP became affiliated with two equally opposing clan groups and each 

party/clan haunted members of the rival party/clan for assassination. 18th 

December, 2007 marked the beginning of a series of crises that lasted more 

than two years. The incident was the murder of a community leader, Alhaji Diyo 

Bello Buhari by suspected members of a rival clan which is affiliated to the PDP. 

There were instant reprisal attacks from Alhaji Diyo’s clan which claimed seven 

lives (Okiri, 2011). This marked the beginning of the Ezi-ogu and Ezi-omoye 

carnage as no week passed without bloodshed (Okiri, 2011). Ebiraland became 

a battle field where only the strong hearts tread. There was total collapse of 

economic activities because the markets were closed down, schools were shut 

down due to real fear of violent bloodbath, passersby were hunted and there 

was the general air of social paralysis as the atmosphere of stench of poverty 

further stinks. Okiri (2011) records that over 100 people were killed directly 

while over 500 people died indirectly through crises induced high blood 

pressure among others. 
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Ebira: A Traumatised People and Society. 

Having gone through a horrendous ordeal that climaxed between 2007 and 

2009, the Ebira people as expected became traumatized like a people of war-

torn societies. This is mainly because some had their properties burnt and while 

the means of livelihood of the majority of the people had been depleted as 

businesses folded up. In an interview with Danga (2012), the major Coca-cola 

Depot in Okene which was a major employer of direct and indirect labour was 

relocated due to its inability to continuously ‘settle’ the ‘boys’. Shops were 

closed, banks and petrol filling stations rendered skeletal services. Asido (2012) 

argues that there was capital flight as some of the core investors in Ebiraland 

left for Lokoja and Akure for safety of their businesses. This was particularly 

serious in Okene which was the economic nerve centre of the state. The 

commercial motorcyclists and taxis could not make ends meet because they 

could not go out to conduct their legal businesses. To worsen the already 

pitiable conditions of the Ebira people, all social activities like weddings and 

burial ceremonies could not take place except the celebrant ‘settled’ the boys. 

Failure to ‘settle’ will make such a ceremony bloodletting events. Most Ebira 

people became refugees in their homes and home land. The word ‘settle’ 

became a commonly used word to reflect a certain amount of money people 

pay to the group of miscreants (boys) who claimed to have control of the 

territory. This payment is made to ensure that you conduct your business or 

ceremonies peacefully in that territory.   

Another noticeable issue that traumatized the Ebira people was the loss of 

political relevance. Since the creation of Kogi state in 1991, the elected Chief 

Executive had always come from one section of the state. Though, this is not 

particular to Kogi State alone, but the Ebira believed strongly that the state 

was created due to their pressure and as such they should have a shot at its 

governance. All attempts to have a taste of the governorship seat through 

elections proved abortive. Enesi (2019) posits that as at the 2007 general 

elections, the fervent desire of the Ebira people was to produce an Ebira 

governor for the state. The inability to get this desire realised made the people 

vulnerable, desolate, frustrated and easy prey to violence. By the time the 2011 

general elections held, they had become demoralized and dejected. That 

accounted for the reason why no serious contest was accorded to the 
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gubernatorial elections by the Ebira as they have resigned to their fate (Enesi, 

2019).  

It is worthy to note here that when the Governor, Captain Idris Wada 

constituted his cabinet, the secretary to the State Government which was 

zoned to the Central Senatorial District of the state was given to a minority 

tribe from the district, the Ogori. However, the Ebira occupy the office of the 

Speaker of the State House of Assembly (Usman, 2012). It is no gain saying that 

the legislature in most African democracies are the stooges of the executive 

arm of government with no serious political clout and political responsibilities. 

The Ebira people further became dejected, psychologically and emotionally 

humiliated with the myriads of problems that they had to contend with both 

within and outside the land. This set a tone for the discussion of the recent 

terror experienced in an already traumatized society which is the major focus 

of this paper. 

 

Terrorism in Nigeria 

One major problem associated with the study of terrorism and irregular 

warfare is lack of definite definition because of the relative and subjective 

lenses through which people view the subject. Much of the confusion 

associated with terrorism stems from the use of emotive language in its 

description. The term ‘freedom fighter’ connotes heroism while ‘terrorism’ 

conveys cowardice (Kiras, 2005). Terrorism is unlike regular warfare where 

battle lines are defined and combatants and non-combatants are clear. It has 

been described by military professionals as a nuisance whose objective is 

unclear and whose time of victory is unknown. Kiras (2005) defined terrorism 

as the sustained use of violence against symbolic government and civilian 

targets by a small group for political purposes, such as inspiring fear and 

drawing widespread attention to a political grievance. Terrorist therefore 

seeks attention for their cause to generate domestic and international 

empathy for their plight. Although, activities of different groups that target 

civilians are definitely terrorism in nature, the attempts of the government in 

Nigeria to use this label may have created some confusion, especially when 

political opponents, civil society groups, and opponents of governments have 

also been branded terrorists at one time or the other (Oyeniyi, 2010). 
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Oyeniyi(2010) states that there are doubts as to whether groups agitating for 

purely parochial interests on ethnic and religious lines are terrorists groups 

because of how they have been classified by the United Nations and the 

government of the United States of America. The UN consolidates a list, which 

individuals and entities linked to Al Qaeda, Osama bin Laden, and the Taliban 

are labelled as terrorists (Tell Magazine, 2012). 

Terrorism in Nigeria became pronounced with the activities of a splinter 

Islamist group, Jama’atu Ahlilssunna lidd’awati wal jihad. Adamu (2012) submits 

that the persistent theme of the group’s condemnation of some aspects of 

Western schooling earned the group the sobriquet of ‘Boko Haram’ in the 

Nigerian media. The group became loosed and unleashed mayhem on 

government apparatus when its leader, Muhammad Yusuf was extra judicially 

killed by law enforcement agents in July 2009 and subsequent clampdown on 

their members (Adamu, 2012). The group has claimed responsibilities for 

several attacks on government buildings, Christians as well as Muslims worship 

centers. These attacks which were to a large extent restricted to Maiduguri, 

the Borno state capital in North-Eastern Nigeria in its earliest stage has spread 

to almost all the major cities of North-Eastern, North- Western and part of 

North- Central Nigeria. 

The terrorism of ‘Boko Haram’ against security forces and those they believed 

collaborated with the security forces began in 2010. The most spectacular 

public re-emergence of the group after the death of their leader was on the 7th 

of September 2010, when the group led a massive well-armed attack on Bauchi 

Prison, freeing over 700 detained members of the movement (Adamu, 2012). 

The group distributed two leaflets to terrified residents of the area. The first 

was on half A4 printer paper on which the following was written: “Jama’atu 

Alhlilssunnah lidda’awati wal jihad ba boko haram ba” which literarily means 

“we are followers of the traditions of the Prophet (Muhammad) for 

propagation (of Islam) and Jihad and not Boko Haram”.(Adamu, 2012) 

The second leaflet on full A4 paper and titled ‘In Maye Ya Manta’ [If the 

perpetrators have forgotten, (the victim will not)] contained the first 

articulation of their new militant insurgency stating amongst others: 

Everyone can attest to the fact that since we started our activities about 

eight to nine years ago, we have never molested anyone. We only preach 
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that it is forbidden to follow any path that is contrary to what Allah 

through his messenger (Prophet Muhammad) commands us to follow. 

You are all witnesses to the sudden attack in our mosque during the early 

dawn prayers by this oppressive government, shooting and killing our 

members and arresting others. And yet there are, among our brothers 

those who act as agents of the government and point us out for 

government forces to kill or arrest. This serves as a general notice to all: 

Fighting this government is mandatory for everyone. Whoever refuses 

will be accountable to Allah. For us, we will either die  than fail Allah on 

the account of our deeds. Whoever can, join us; If not, shut up, for it does 

not concern you, leave us alone and watch what will transpire. 

 

With this write up, according to Adamu (2012), the group formally declared a 

Jihad against the country called Nigeria and also declared its factional Islamist 

agenda. 

  

Terrorism in Ebiraland and the August 2012 Shootings: 

Ebiraland in Kogi state, North-Central Nigeria has had a fair share of these 

terrorist activities. The first case was the discovery of Improved Explosive 

Devices (IEDs) assembling site by Nigerian security agents in a village close to 

Kabba about 20 kilometers to Okene. Barely a week after this discovery, 

precisely in April 2012, a combined force of the Nigerian Police and the Nigerian 

Army launched an assault on Odenku hill in Idoma-Obehira, in Okene Local 

Government Area through an Intelligence report of alleged bomb making 

factory in the area (Ebicomnews, 2012). Ebicomnews (2012) further reported 

that the onslaught lasted for about three days where several people lost their 

lives as the hoodlums exchanged fire with the security agencies. Several IEDs 

were recovered. On the 15th of July 2012, a suspected handler of IED mishandled 

the device and it detonated in front of MBC petrol station on Okene-Lagos road 

in Obehira, Okene Local Government Area of the state. The bomb, according 

to witnesses, was concealed in a parked black Rover car with registration 

number LKJ 919 AA. The car’s boot was completely damaged. The detonated 

device injured only the handler and no life was lost.(AIT, Channels news, 2012). 

According to Siyaka (2012), on July 16, 2012, a combined detachment of the 
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Nigerian Police and the Nigerian Army during an overnight operation raided a 

house in Obangede in Okehi Local Government Area, where they recovered 46 

IEDs. The law enforcement agents made some arrests and thereafter pulled 

the building down. In all of the incidents recounted above, deliberate targets 

of the terrorists were not ascertained and no lives were lost due to the plot of 

the terrorists except during the battle between the security agents and the 

hoodlums in Odenku hill. 

The August 2012 shootings which is the core and the main incident of this 

research comprise the August 6 shootings at the Deeper Life Bible Church, 

Otite and the attack at the Okene Central Office. The incidents which claimed 

the lives of two soldiers were obviously novelty in the history of crisis in 

Ebiraland. Hence, the need for its study. Crises in Ebiraland have always been 

domesticated as they were limited to the land without external aggravation. 

Critics will attest to the fact that in all Ebira crises, non-indigenes were never 

deliberately targeted. This was not the case during the August 2012 shootings. 

Secondly, the major cause of crisis in Ebira has been political/clannish and never 

religious. The Ebira contestably, lay more allegiance to clan affiliation than 

religious affiliations. Thus, the August 2012 shootings which has a religious 

colouration – Boko Haram terrorism is indeed a novel cause in the history and 

causes of crises in Ebiraland. On the 6th of August, 2012, a group of armed men 

numbering about ten stormed the Deeper Life Bible Church in a Toyota Hiace 

bus around 7.30 p.m. when the worshipers were attending the weekly Monday 

bible study service (Leadership, 2012). The armed men went straight for the 

generator and put it off to ensure a conducive atmosphere for their operation 

(Leadership, 2012). They began sporadic shootings which claimed the lives of 

sixteen people instantly and injuring several others (Daily Trust, 2012). About a 

month later, the death toll had reached twenty one while the injured received 

treatment in several hospitals in Kogi state (Leadership, 2012). 

On Tuesday, the 7th of August 2012, while the heat of the Deeper Life Church 

shootout had hardly subsided, armed men also attacked the Okene Local 

Government Area Secretariat, which coincidentally shares a fence with the 

Okene Central Mosque and shot sporadically killing two soldiers attached to 

the Okene Local Government Area Secretariat (Leadership, 2012). The armed 

men arrived the scene in a Hilux pick up van clad in white (Daily Trust, 2012). 
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However, the prime target of the attack was not very clear as there were 

divergent accounts. One account believe that the Central Mosque which was 

holding the Annual Ramadhan Tafseer (Month of Fasting exegetes) session 

was the target while another account is of the opinion that the Local 

Government Secretariat was the target and the principal target was the Liaison 

Officer I (Caretaker Chairman) of the local government. The second account 

proved more correct because as at the time of the attack, the Liaison Officer 

was holding a meeting with top management staff of the Council. More so, the 

various arrests made by the Nigerian Police especially the arrest of Alhaji 

Yahaya Karaku, a former caretaker Chairman of Okene Local Government 

Council and a Special Adviser to the Governor indicated that the attack was 

targeted at the Secretariat.  

The Liaison Officer I, Alhaji Ahmed Ogembe on assumption of office initiated a 

screening exercise to purge the Council of ghost workers whose names are on 

the Council’s payment schedule. This exercise which lasted several weeks 

purged over five hundred names from the payment list. During the exercise, 

Alhaji Yahaya Karaku, the former Chairman and Special Adviser to the Kogi 

State Governor, allegedly warned that the screening exercise is counter-

productive as those included in the salary schedule were former ‘boys’ 

(hoodlums/thugs) who renounced violence and if the Council removed them 

from the salary schedule, they could be forced to pick up arms again (Adavize, 

2012). Thus, with the above analysis, the report that the attackers’ target was 

the Secretariat is more plausible.  

The August 2012 shootings perpetrated by political criminals and thugs in 

Ebiraland using the instrumentality of Boko Haram terrorist group brought 

untold hardship on the people. It created fear, anguish, agony and further 

traumatized the people as they began to live in perpetual fear. The insecurity 

situation grounded socio-economic activities in the town with banks, offices 

and markets shut (Adavize, 2012). Okene, the heart-beat of Ebiraland was 

also completely deserted, following a curfew imposed on the town by the 

State Government. Premium Times (2012) reported that many people have fled 

the town while some residents stayed indoors for fear of being arrested as 

soldiers and policemen conducted house-to-house search for the weapons 

used by the attackers.  
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The deployment of a detachment of soldiers to Ebiraland on the wake of the 

August 6 and 7, 2012 shootings was to prevent re-occurrence, secure the lives 

of citizens and maintain law and order. However, the detachment of armed law 

enforcement agents were unleashing terror on the already traumatized 

people. There are several accounts of police and military brutality in the 

discharge of their official function (Owu, 2012). About eighty percent of the 

population who could not adequately identify themselves were most 

terrorized by those whose primary role was to combat terror. The victims of 

this official terror had been maimed and some of their belongings destroyed 

by the security operatives particularly soldiers (Punch, 2012). Though, it is 

understandable that the military lost two of their own but they ought to have 

understood that the civilian community had lost thousands to terror. The 

situation where the civilian population is further subjected to terror should not 

be in a civilized democratic society. Though, the Commandant, Command Army 

Record Lokoja, Major General Alphonsus Chukwu denied the allegations of 

military brutality, victims of this brutality narrated their ordeals (Punch, 2012). 

 

Implications for Security Contestations in Kogi State. 

The August 2012 shooting had a lot security implication for Kogi State, Northern 

Nigeria and Nigeria at large. This is because Kogi state is a melting point for the 

three major ethnic groups in Nigeria. Kogi state shares boundaries with Edo, 

Enugu, Cross River, Benue state, Kwara and the Federal Capital Territory Abuja 

which makes it the only privileged state in the country to have a confluence of 

Hausa, Yoruba and Igbo speaking peoples.  

Secondly, The Kogi state commissioner of Police, Alhaji Muhammad Katsina 

said that two bomb-manufacturing factories were discovered in Abu Limit 

Estate and Eika Adagu in Okene and Okehi Local Government Areas of Kogi 

state respectively where the police recovered seven AK-47 rifles, 1,000 live 

ammunition, 29 loaded magazines, six locally made pistols, gas cylinders, two 

rocket launchers and other bomb making components. He said that the Police 

also uncovered a militia training camp at Etahi Hill in Okene (Premium Times, 

2012). With this revelations of the Police, the question that will arise is what is 

the role of intelligence in the Nigerian Security System for a small town whose 

people are more or less clustered to have two bomb making factories. It goes 
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a long way to expose the inefficiency and inadequacy of the information 

relations and intelligence gathering of the Nigerian security apparatus. Nigeria 

security has demonstrated that it is not precautionary but reactionary in 

service delivery. 

Another implication of the August 2012 shootings in Ebiraland, North-Central 

Nigeria clearly shows the kind of leadership clique in Nigeria going by the high 

profile arrests made at the time. One of the prime suspects, Alhaji Yahaya 

Karaku had served in various political offices in the state. For instance, he 

served as both Chairman and Caretaker Chairman of Okene Local Government 

Area of Kogi state and until his arrest, he was the Special Adviser to the 

Governor Idris Wada of Kogi state, and a major contender to the seat of the 

chairmanship of Okene Local Government Area. The other arrested suspect, 

Alhaji Suberu Adagu was the immediate past chairman of Okehi Local 

Government Area. These two politicians have a great stake in Ebira politics and 

are well respected by the State apparatus of the ruling party, PDP. If the 

political leadership of the state could be alleged to have masterminded such 

heinous crimes, what kind of leadership can they be providing for the followers 

and the common people? 

Another serious implication of the August 2012 terror in Ebiraland is that given 

the chance, hoodlums can take advantage of the ‘Boko Haram’ grievances 

against the government to perpetrate their own agenda. The original cause of 

Boko Haram has been hijacked. Several attacks taking place in several places in 

Nigeria today are being undertaken by criminals, bandits, kidnappers, political 

vampires and ‘not- do- well’ individuals of the society wanting to get to the 

society using the instrumentality of ‘Boko Haram’ as cover. Some of the people 

arrested in connection with the Ebira shootings are renowned political thugs 

and criminals with a track record of unleashing terror on political opponents 

during any electioneering campaign. These boys’ record predates the open 

hostility of the ‘Boko Haram’ group and there link with the group is plausible. 

With this analysis, the government should be aware that they are not only 

fighting Boko Haram but all other criminal gangs who use the name of Boko 

Haram to perpetrate their evil desires. As the Premium Times online puts it “It 

is now clear that what has been masquerading as "Boko Haram" is nothing but 

a gang of criminals driven by hard drugs”(Leadership, 2012). 
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Conclusion 

The murder of innocent men, women and children worshipping God at the 

Deeper Christian Life Ministry, Otite, on the 6th of August 2012 and the terrorist 

attack on Okene Local Government Secretariat on the 7th of August 2012 which 

we refer to here as “The August 2012 Shootings in Ebiraland” has opened a new 

page in the undignified and singularized terrorist activities in the country. 

Although terrorism has led to the death of thousands of Nigerians since it 

actively and openly began in 2009 in North- East, the onslaught on Kogi State 

should be viewed with the same seriousness Americans viewed the attack on 

Pearl Harbour in World War II. The terrorists have crossed the Rubicon. If they 

are not stopped now, the nation should expect the worst.  Kogi, a border state 

sharing boundaries with Edo, Enugu, Cross River, Kwara, Benue states and the 

Federal Capital Territory Abuja makes it lie in a strategic position of being 

bordered by three out of the six geo-political zones of the country. A step 

further and the terrorists could succeed in drawing the whole nation into 

another civil war.  

 

Postscript:  

Since the occurrence of the incidence narrative in this research, so many things 

of historical epochs have happened to the Confluence state as Kogi state is 

called because of its location within the meeting point of Niger- Benue rivers. 

The Ebira who constituted the Central District of the state have produced the 

Executive Governor. Yahaya Bello who first came to power in 2015 in now in his 

second terms of eight (8) years stretch. Abled and energetic, the strength of 

his governance has been his combating of the insecurity that has been known 

with the state. Using several mechanics and devices, Governor Yahaya Bello 

has variously empowered the security agencies, Army, Police, State Security, 

Nigerian Security and Civil Defence Corp and, in fact, local hunters and 

vigilantes to confront and combat insecurities which included political 

thuggery, kidnapping, criminal bandits and violent brigands. This investment 

has really paid off as the state came second among 36 states and Federal 

Capital Territory of Nigeria in terms of security ratings in the country. Though 

there are other serious and herculean challenges bedeviling the state, Kogi 

state has seen relatively secured environment since 2015. In furtherance of the 
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postscript, the Kogi State experiences since 2015 indicates that developmental 

democracy especially as laden in accountability, good governance, rule of law, 

material progress and democratic multiculturalism can help in alleviating 

conflicts and crises in one side and re-assuring the populace of a given society. 
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