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Introduction 
he central issues addressed in this paper is the 

impact of religion as panacea and instrument 

of crime control in Nigeria and the influence of 

Christian and Muslim religions in this process in 

Nigeria. The connection between values and 

attitudes and the levels of crime and violence is seen 

in the Judeo-Christian story. A person’s actions are 

related to whom the person is, and to the values 

placed by the individual on lifestyle and behavior. The 

great commandment as recorded in several passages 

in the bible speaks on love for one and others. 

Organizations such as the Christian Association of 

Nigeria and the Jamatul Nasri Islam in Nigeria have 

proven this in their achievements to date. The world 

we live in today, to a significant extent has lost its 

sense of security, due to many factors. The rising 

wave of crime in the form of lawlessness has become  
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ABSTRACT 
This paper 

emphasis the 

impact of religion 

as an instrument 

of crime control 

in the society. It 

examine the 

detailed effect 

and 

consequences of 

religion as 

panacea of crime 

prevention and 

control in Nigeria 

society. Many 

factors have been 

said to be 

responsible for or 

influences the 

high incidence of 

crime among the 

youths and 

adults. They 

include the  
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one of the major issues of great concern in our society today. The youth is the 

future of the nation and as such it is partment to focus on the violent crime 

rate and youth involvement in the same and the implication it projects for the 

future. For a long time now social scientists, psychologists, and educationists 

have sought specific predictions of violent crime behavior in the young ones 

violent behaviorur is an increasingly key topic public concern; it is worthy to 

note that it is so because it is costly and damaging to the majority of the 

society, even though it is committed by minority of the same. However, 

awareness of the damagers and consequencies of such antisocial behaviours 

alone has not helped to reduce such tendencies in youth that is knowing that 

such behaviours and activities have adverse consequencies for the society 

and also have not had a strong deterrent effect on adolescent involvement in 

the same. It appears that the psychosocial melieu of the youths include the 

family, peers, school and the religious setting. These psychosocial factors 

contain the opportunities and barriers for the individual to explore various 

roles and responsibilities associated with being a responsible member of the 

community (Johnson, 1995).  
Crime and violence among the youths: crime can be described as an action 

which is against the law, or but generally, it is bad or on acceptable behavior. 

Crime can be committed against humanity or property. There are different 

categories of crime ranging from theft which is crime involving stealing, to 

bribery, fraud and corruption which are crimes committed by people in 

following which will be systematically considered-personal, family/parents 

factors, school based/education factors, socio-economic and political factors, 

religious, peer influence, media and career related factors. The paper 

however, posit that religion is vital in curbing most, if not all of the excesses 

exhibited by the youths and adults by providing a practice approach to helping 

them to overcome the violent behaviours they exhibit. In this regard, religion 

becomes a veritable tool in solving the problem of crimes and anti-social 

behaviour as the Holy writs negate these acts among the youths and adults. 
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business or influential jobs. Another types of crime is violence which is referred 

to as assault in legal terms (Johnson, 1995). Violent is an outwardly directly 

destructive behavior either to a person (including self) or to properties. This 

represents not only a direct damage to the family members involved but also 

is a danger   to generations to come and to parents or surrogate outside the  

home such as police, teachers, and political leaders, violence occurs in mentally 

and non-mentally ill – persons. However, the mentally- ill person is inaccessible 

and uncontrollable than non-psychotic violent persons.  Violence, crime, 

vandalism, car theft, hooliganism and other antisocial behavior are closely 

associated with images of young people. Children often test the limits and 

boundaries set by their parents and other authority figures. Among youths, 

rebellious tendencies and    experimentations is common. The research 

contends, as in other institutional realms, that religion plays a vital role in crime 

prevention, and control in Nigeria. Regarding this, (Johnson, 1995) asserts that, 

like all social institutions, religion is defined sociologically by the functions that 

it performs in social system. In general, religion is a social arrangement 

designed to provide a shared, collective way of dealing with the unknown and 

in-knowable aspect of human life, with mysteries of life, death and existence, 

and religion not only provides responses to enduring human problems and 

questions but also forms a basis for social cohesion and solidarity (Johnson 

1995: 232). Johnson further contends that religion and religious ideas are a big 

autonomous force shaping and being shaped interactively by the awesome 

forces of monetization, globalization, and secularization. The aim of this paper 

is to investigate the ways in which religion can serve as an instrument of crime 

prevention and control in Nigeria. Many argue that the government of Nigeria, 

as it stands today, is an institution of individual ethnic and religious patronages, 

lacking in the universal secularism that promotes aneness, growth and 

structure of genume development. 

 

Research questions  

The following research questions were postulated to guide the study  

i. In which way does religious impact/affect crime control in Nigeria? 

ii. What are the causes of crime in Nigeria society? 

iii. Can religion to the solution to the problem of crime in Nigeria? 
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iv. What are the impact of religion in Nigerian political system?  

 

Objectives of the study  

The major objective of this paper is to examine the impact of religion as 

instrument of crime control in Nigeria. The specific aims and objectives of the 

study include: - 

a. To examine the impact of religion as an instrument of crime control in 

Nigeria. 

b. To identify the causes of crime in Nigeria. 

c. To source for the consequences of crime among youths in Nigeria.  

d. To find a solution to the problem of crime in Nigeria. 

 

Significance of the study  

This work is important because it explores the impact of religion as panacea to 
crime control in Nigeria in general. The paper has both practical and theoretical 
importance/significance. Theoretically, the work will add to the already existing 
body of knowledge on the impact of religion as crime control mechanism in 
Nigeria. Thus, the work is conceived to provide an analysis of how religion can 
be used as a tool for crime control and how it can be used for dialogue in multi-
religious set-ups in Nigeria. Thus, the work is a source of information for 
decision and policy   makers in addressing the issue of crime prevention and 
control in Nigeria. Practically, the aim of this paper is to utilize the theoretical 
principles obtained in this work to create a unifying framework on how religion 
can be used by the people to live homogeneously in Nigeria, and to serve as an 
avenue for crime prevention in all the metropolis of the country. It is also very 
important that this study, through research findings will expose the impact of 
crime in our society and what can be done to proffer solution.  
Finally, the work is no doubt, a source of information that will enable the 
religious leaders, the governments and policy makers, to understand and 
appreciate better the urgent decision and role that could be played  by religion 
in eradicating crime in Nigeria. 
 

Parental and family factors  

Parental influence has been shown to have notable impact on adolescent 

behavior, directly during early adolescent and indirectly as the adolescent 

becomes allied with peer groups.  Family factors, which may affect the 
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development of violent behaviour/delinquent acts, include intense and 

relentless family conflict. Such conflict could be characterized by domestic 

violence, dysfunctional family cohesiveness, child abuse and neglect, parental 

inability to express appropriate affection towards a child, lack of adequate 

supervision of a child, and rigid and non-democratic child rearing practices. 

First, Lobber (1990) and Stouthammer & Loeber (1984) pointed on the role of 

neglect, whereby parents spend too little time with their children and are 

therefore unaware of what they are doing and with whom they associate. Two 

elements of neglect identified are: parents being neglectful in failing to 

supervise their children or they may simply be uninvolved in the lives of their 

sons and daughters. Secondly, conflict in the home appears to be a key factor 

either through direct aggression,  disharmony or violence or because of harsh, 

erratic or inconsistent discipline.  

Akorede (1999) emphasized the significance of continuing conflict between 

parents after divorce as being a key vaiable determining adjustment. According 

to him, those people who felt caught in the middle and whose parents 

continued to fight after separation were much more affected by divorce than 

those whose parents managed their relationship in a more constructive 

manner. Thus, this has long-term consequences on the children such as, higher 

rates of delinquency, poor education attainment, higher rate of drug and 

alcohol use and increased risk of mental health problems.   

 

Parenting style and violent Acts 

Parenting method of upbringing appears to be receiving greater attention 

today than in previous decades. In Africa today, especially Nigeria, parenting 

practices has hold the key to the problematic or anti-social behavior of young 

people while this recognition has dawned rather more slowly in developed 

countries. One important difference between parents of teenagers and 

parents of young children has to do with uncertainty about the parenting role. 

For parents of young children there is little difficulty in defining roles and 

responsibilities, yet this is not the case with parents of adolescents. Icheke 

(1998) in his study reported that many parents do not realize the importance 

of taking good care of their children at their early stages of development by 

way of appropriately molding their future behavior. He went further saying 



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
FEB., 2022 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJSSRA 
41 

SOCIAL SCIENCE RES. & ANTHROPOLOGY VOL.8 

ISSN: 2977-5745 

while some parents are too authoritative, others are permissive, somewhat 

careless. Children from impossible homes grow up harboring frustrations and 

anxiety in their heart. In order to deal with the anxiety state and other trauma 

they suffered, they usually end up in antisocial activities such as drug use.  

Nwachukwu (2011) observed that adolescents strive for increased 

independence primarily because achievements mean he has reached 

adulthood. Parents have sometimes heard the adolescent asserting, “after all, 

am no longer a child”. This indicates that he is grown-up, self-sufficient and able 

to choose between alternatives.  Any blocking of the adolescent goals results 

in frustration with accompanying hostility towards the parents especially on 

some disciplinary problems like drug use, immoral dressing styles, truancy, 

smoking, alcoholism, sexual perversion and so on. Olanrewaju (1999) found 

that the parenting style has been shown to be related to high-risk behaviours 

among Nigerian youths.  According to him, authoritative parents provide clear 

boundaries and expectations for the children. As a result, the children of such 

parents in general engage in less antisocial behavior, display greater 

psychosocial maturity and perform better in school than children who parents 

are indifferent or uninvolved. 

 

Broken homes 

Many children in Africa and other developing countries are from one broken 

home or another. Many of them do not receive good parental up-bringing. To 

them often times life is boring and meaningless and the only way to cope with 

unfavourable life and stress associated with their broken homes, is to engage 

themselves in antisocial activities such as drug abuse, alcoholism, vandalism 

and crime of all sorts etc.  

 

Child abuse and neglect  

In our modern societies today, children suffer more victimization than do 

adults including more conventional crimes, more family violence and some 

forms unique to children, such as family abduction. The abuse here is causing 

harm to or maltreating another while neglect is not meeting a child’s basic 

needs for food, clothing, shelter, love and belonging.  
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Societal factors 

The society is divided into three principal categories sustenance driven, outer 

directed, and inner directed. People in the sustenance driven group struggle to 

meet their basic needs they are mostly poor, underprivileged and excluded 

from main stream of societal decision making. Their immediate priority is to 

maintain, or better still, improve their quality of life. Over half of the world’s 

population would be classified as “sustenance driven”. Outer directed people 

have all their basic needs and met and are motivated by their perceived, 

relative societal status. In a western style society this means they not only 

enjoy the materialistic benefits afforded by modern technology but they 

literally revel in them. In fact, in their eyes, status in society is directly measured 

in terms of the external signs of economic affluence. Basically they are self-

centred people who could quite afford not to be so; “inner-directed” people 

are much more values, driven, demonstrating a considered inner-sense of 

purpose. They are generally sensitive to ethical concerns and tolerant of 

alternative cultures. Their purchasing patterns and life styles reflect their more 

compassionate nature.  

 

Poverty/living in impoverished area as predictor of violent activities  

Poverty places the adolescent at risk of indulging in illegal illicit and antisocial 

activities. Many have dropped out of school and have turned to the streets for 

identity for seeking a way out of the downward spiral of poverty in the country 

today. As adolescents spend more time away from home, parents and family, 

and more time with peers, opportunities to become involved with groups  who 

exhibits high-risk behaviours for violent activity such as gang’s increases. Gangs 

are most likely to develop in areas where there is little adult supervision and 

where violent activity is accepted as the primary means of control (Earlsd, 

Cairns and Mercy, 1993).  Onyejiakwu (1991) found that most families in Nigeria 

do not have the quantity of money, which they need to provide for themselves 

basic needs for survival. This poverty situation breeds hunger and starvation 

and predisposes members of such families especially our youths to engage in 

illegal means of survival. These could be manifested in stealing of money, food, 

and material things to either eat if they are food or use in buying or selling, if 

they are material things. The potency of poverty to cause or lead to delinquent 
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acts could be inferred from the fact that in our society, there is a doss of haves 

who have more than enough. Seeing this people frustrates the poor people 

and makes them sad especially as they are recognized in society. This may lead 

to their having low self-concept. At times poor individuals engage in delinquent 

acts like stealing to reduce pent-up tension, or to simply survive in life. 

Researches on the link between poverty, living in an impoverished areas and 

anti-social behavior revealed that when families live in impoverished 

neighbourhoods, parents are less effective in providing support and in 

monitoring the behavior of their child/wards. Poverty undermines the social 

fabric of a neighbourhood, making it more difficult for adults to provide role 

models, leisure and avenues for young people to move into adulthood. Poverty 

and unemployment being closely related and unemployment makes it more 

difficult for young men to find appropriate roles, as well as encouraging 

aggressive behavior as an alternative mark of status and power in the 

community. Therefore, there is a high incidence of violence in areas of great 

poverty and exposure to this either in the home or the neighbourhood has an 

impact on the behavior of young people.  

 

Advancement in technology and violent behavior  

Osinowo (1989) cited by Kheke (1998) found that due to technological 

innovations in the developing countries today, children are exposed to all kinds 

of things. For instance, most families in urban and even in rural areas today 

have video and television sets: these gadgets usually expose children to all 

manners of crimes. Some movies that are shown in television or home videos 

usually portray adults who indulge in drugs as heroes. The technological 

innovations in developing countries today has exposed children to all kinds of 

things. For instance, children are particularly susceptible to television images 

to be real especially if they are authoritatively prevented by an adult.  

 

Substance use and addiction  

In a study of adolescent assault behavior and drug use, it was found that their 

sample of 63 adolescent cases were usually intoxicated during the rape 

episode or stated they had used alcohol or marijuana on the same day as the 

rape is carried out. The former National Drug Law Enforcement Agency 
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(NDLEA) boss (Bamayi, 1997) has observed an increase in the involvement of 

youths in drug abuse. According to him, 67% of people arrested for abuse of 

cannabis or trafficking drugs are youth. The youth are not even left out in the 

abuse of other substances such as alcohol, tobacco, stimulants depressants 

and even hallucinogens. While the incumbent boss of NDLEA in person of Bello 

Lafiaji on September 9, 2002 says “Nigeria does not consume any of the hard 

drugs –Cocaine, heroin, etc but our main problem in Nigeria and Africa is 

Cannabis because it is grown in some parts of the country. Ayodele (1999) have 

all reported that teenagers/youths who abuse substances like alcohol, 

cigarette tend to reveal certain general characteristics.  They have family 

members and friends who smoke, drinks, snuff etc. they are  more likely to 

come from single parent families, they have low self-esteem, less confidence, 

more anxiety and poor educational aspirations, and there leisure time is in 

hanging out. Study or rural youths participants talked a good deal about 

drinking and the role that alcohol played in contemplating health concerns. 

Young people drunk for a variety of reasons including the availability and the 

acceptability of drinking within the general cultural milieu. Like adults, these 

young people talked about drinking to relax, to increase their sociability and 

for the sensory and cognitive changes it produces. There is a growing trend on 

the misuse of illicit substances among the youths in Africa and other 

developing countries, especially in Nigeria. Delinquents act often results from 

drug abuse. This predisposes them to violent behavior, which makes them a 

nuisance at home. This way, they become a problem to the entire society. 

Youths that abuse drugs, have been  found to be prone to other crimes, such 

as armed robbery, rape, bullying, stealing, cultism and examination  

malpractices at schools.  

 

Religion as a panacea  

Over the past decade, considerable research has emerged that demonstrates 

the benefits of religious practice within society (Fagan, 1996). Religious 

practice promotes well-being of individuals, families, and the community. 

Regular attendance at religious services is linked to healthy, stable family life, 

strong marriages, and well-behaved children. The practice of religion also leads 

to a reduction in the incidence of domestic abuse, crime, substance abuse and 
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addiction. A small but growing body of research has focused on the links 

between religious practices and decreased family violence. For example, men 

who attended religious services at least weekly were more than 50 percent less 

likely to commit an act of violence against their parents than were peers who 

attended only once a year or less (Brown & Gray, 1991).  No matter how the 

data were analysed, regular attendance at religious services had a strong and 

systematic and statistically significant inverse association with the incidence of 

domestic abuse.  Similarly, after controlling for all other factors, Wilcos found 

that of all groups studied (unaffiliated, active conservative, protestant, active 

mainline protestant, nominal conservative protestant men were least likely to 

engage in domestic violence. Studies have found that youths who frequently 

attend religious services and have a high level of spiritual support from others 

in their community have the lowest levels of depression (Marshal & Handel, 

1997) conversely, a lack Tancenbaum observed that the deviant or criminal 

label connotes social disapproval of the individual to whom the label is 

attached.  

 

Differential association theory of crime  

The differential association theory of crime was developed by Prof. Edwin. H. 

Sutherland (1883-1950). Sutherland, (1939) is the father of the differential 

association theory, which posits that criminal behavior is learned in interaction 

with others in a process of communication within inmates personal groups. He 

opined that those who become criminals are persons who get involved in, and 

maintain quality contacts with criminalistics persons and patterns rather than 

with conventional individuals, norms and patterns. Sutherland first offered an 

interesting example of a motion picture several years earlier, which showed 

two boys engaged in a minor theft and who ran away when they were 

discovered. One of the boys, with longer-legs escaped and later become a 

priest while the one with shorter legs was caught and sent to a reformatory 

and later became a gangstar.  Sutherland emphasizes that the length of legs of 

the boys was not important and was not responsible for either the criminality 

or priesthood. What was important was the subsequent association of the 

boys, one with the summary and the other with the criminal underworld.  The 
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differential association theory as enunciated by Prof. Edwin H. Sutherland is 

made of the following propositions: 

1. Criminal behavior is learned. It is not inherited or instinctive. So, a person 

who is not trained in crime cannot know how to commit crimes. Criminal 

behavior is normal learned behavior of normal human beings.  

2. Criminal behavior is learned in interaction with other persons in a 

process of communication. Communication here is both verbal and 

through gestures. 

3. The principal part of the learning of criminal behavior occurs within 

intimate personal groups. Such primary groups as friendships, cliques 

are important here as a source of learning criminal behavior. Impersonal 

sources such as newspapers and movies (the media) do not play 

important roles in the learning of criminal behavior.  

4. When criminal behavior is learned, the learning includes the following:  

a. Techniques of committing the crime which are sometimes very 

complicated, sometimes very simple. 

b. The specific directions of motives and drives is learned from 

definitions of the legal codes as favourable or unfavourable. 

c. The specific direction of motives, drives, rationalization and 

attitudes.  

5. The person becomes delinquent because of an excess of definitions 

favourable to violation of law over definitions unfavourable to violation 

of laws. Here in lies the principle of differential association. When some 

people becomes criminal, they do so because of contact (negative) 

patterns and also because of isolation from anti-criminal (ie positive) 

patterns.  Thus, contacts with criminals association would lead to the 

development criminal behavior, but contact with anti-criminals, pro-

social patterns would shield one from developing criminal behavior. 

Differential association may vary in frequency, duration, priority and 

intensity.  

6. This is to say associations with both criminal patterns and non-criminal 

patterns vary in this respects. “Frequency” and “duration” are self-

explanatory. Frequency association means how often (most often/least 

often) a person associates with criminalistics patterns and conformist 
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patterns. Duration means length of period of time (longest or shortest) 

one spends in association with criminal and conventional patterns; 

priority means point in life when contacts within criminal 

association/persons was made. 

7. The process of learning criminal behaiour by association with criminal 

anti-criminal patterns involves all of the mechanisms that are involved 

in any other learning. There is no difference; it includes both learning by 

imitation, and learning by experience etc.  

8. While criminal behavior is an expression of general needs and values, it 

is not explained by those general needs and values since non-criminal 

behavior is an expression of the same needs and values.  

 

This is the last proposition of differential association. By this proposition, 

Sutherland sought to repudiate those theories of crime which try to explain 

criminal behavior as fall out of a person’s desire to satisfy general drives and 

values. What Sutherland is saying is that even though criminal behavior and 

non-criminal behavior are both expressions of the same general needs and 

values, their respective causes are essentially different. If normal non-criminal 

behavior is explainable in terms of human general needs and values, criminal 

behavior cannot be explained by those same principles. If this is the case then, 

the attention by many scholars to explain criminal conduct by relating it to 

general needs and values is futile and questionable. It is futile for the sample 

reason that general needs and values can explain lawful conduct as  completely 

as it can explain criminal behavior. When professional criminal recruits new 

members, they train and indoctrinate such persons and share informations 

about new techniques of crimes and new criminal rackets to be explored.  

 

Theoretical framework  
Social learning theory. In 1977 Albert Bandura, a Stanford University 
Psychology professor, published social learning theory in which he postulated  
that human learning is a continuous reciprocal interaction of cognitive, 
behavioural, and environmental factors. Sometimes called observational 
learning, social learning theory focuses on behavior modeling in which the child 
observes and then imitates the behavior of adult or other children around 
him/her (Wiesner, Capaldi, Patterson, 2003: 318). In his research on social 



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
FEB., 2022 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJSSRA 
48 

SOCIAL SCIENCE RES. & ANTHROPOLOGY VOL.8 

ISSN: 2977-5745 

learning theory, Bandura studied how violence portrayed in mass media can 
have a tremendously negative impact on the behavior of certain types of 
children watching violent television shows. What he noted was that some 
children will observe and then imitate the behavior of the characters on the 
television screen. From this observation, we can see that or conclude that 
crime is the result of imitation of the aggressive action.  
 

Research hypothesis  

The following hypothesis will be tested in the study 

H1: Religion will be an effective tool of crime control in Nigeria.  

H0: Religion will not be an effective tool of crime control in Nigeria. 

 

Methodology 

In carrying out this work, the methodology covers population of the 

study/sampling. Sampling techniques, techniques of data collection and 

techniques of data analysis has to be noted. The design and the execution of 

the study is aimed at capturing the true picture of how religion can serve as 

instrument or panacea for crime control in Nigeria.  

 

Research design  

The study adopted the descriptive survey research design. This is the type of 
survey in which information is collected from only a fraction of the population 
selected in such a way as to represent the whole. A study of this nature using 
survey design allowed the researcher to draw inferences that was generalized 
to the larger target population at a reduced cost and time.   
 

Area of study  

The study area is Jos metropolis of Plateau State. Jos is the capital of Plateau 

State. Jos like other cities in Nigeria, belongs to Nigeria. It is located in the heart 

of Nigeria, in the present North-central region of the country.  

 

Population of the study  

The general population of the study one thousand seven hundred and eight 

four (1, 784). However, a total number of (279) two hundred and seventy none, 

questionnaires will be used for the Jos metropolis residents.  
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Sample size  

The sample size was arrived at through using the Yaro Yamme Formula that 

was calculated as follows: 

Yaro Yamme formula  

Where n = sample size  

 N = the finite population 

 e  = level of significance (0.05) 

 N = 
𝑛

1+𝑁(𝑒)2
 

 N = 
1784

1+5
 

 N =  
1784

6
 

 N = 279  

Therefore, the sample size for this work shall be 279. 

 

Sampling techniques  

The sampling technique that was used for the work was the sample random 

sampling technique and systematic sampling technique. For questionnaire 

administration, houses were selected through systematic sampling method. 

 

Method of data collection  

The major instrument chosen for this study is the survey questionnaire. A 

uniform set of questionnaire will be administered to all two hundred and 

seventy-nine (279) respondents selected for the study. The questionnaire 

consisted open and close ended items that were related to the theme of the 

study. Information sought from the respondents included personal 

characteristics, knowledge of socio-economic and cultural factors militating 

against crime control, efforts made by the government in reducing problems 

of crime. The researcher administered the questionnaire on a face to face basis 

to the respondents for one week. This was done to create more room for 

acceptance and willingness of filling the instrument by the respondents.  

 

Methods of data analysis  

The data was analysed using the statistical package for social sciences (SPSS). 

Simple descriptive statistics such as percentage, tables and graphic illustrations 
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were used in presenting the findings of the study. The hypothesis were done 

using chi-square (𝑋2). 

 

Data presentation and analysis  

Research data cannot be adequately understood without local presentation 

and analysis. This work is therefore concerned with the presentation, analysis 

and integration of data collected so as to aid easy understanding. They would 

be analysed using relevant statistical techniques to prove whether religion can 

be served as panacea/instrument for crime control. Two hundred and seventy-

nine (279) questionnaire were distributed to the residents of Jos, metropolis, 

out of which (162)- (one hundred and sixty-two) were duly completed, and 

returned back to the research, twenty-one returned but not duly completed 

and fifteen with held. Therefore, analysis was based on 162 (one hundred and 

sixty-two) of the respondents.  Data presentation and analysis is divided into 

three sections, section A, B and C, section ‘A’ deals with socio-demographic 

characteristic of the respondents such as sex, age,  group, marital status, 

religion, educational attainment, and their occupation before in carceration. 

Section ‘B’ deals with   the substantive issues of Nigeria prison and recidivism 

and section ‘C’ deals with the analysis and testing of the hypothesis. 

 

Conclusion 

A growing body of evidence suggests religious organizations are effective 

agents, especially regarding the more challenging personal problems such as 

crime in society. To deny their participation is to cut off one of the proven 

solutions to the myriad problems facing communities today. Hence, religion 

organizations should:  Access the statistics and real facts about criminal activity 

in the community in order to sensitize the congregation members and create 

tangible awareness study the causes mooted for crime and violence and ensure 

that all congregation members are taught and made aware of them. Provide 

training and teaching especially on values and attitudes and other life skills.    

Partner with the family, schools, police etc by engaging in social outreach 

activities, seminars, counseling sessions and meetings especially with regard to 

the challenges faced in the community. Provide a network for social 
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intervention programme across denominational boundaries and across 

geographic lines. 

 

Recommendations  

The place of religious organizations as panacea to crime control in Nigeria 

cannot be over-emphasised. Is on this basis that the following 

recommendations are made:  The political leadership and religious 

organizations in the country must recommit to a set of values and a code of 

conduct consistent with the vision of a safe, peaceful and prosperous Nigeria. 

Religious organization should complement government efforts by helping to 

empower communities to effectively participate in skill acquisition of the 

youths.   Religious organizations should inculcate proper values and attitudes 

in the youths of Nigeria. Religious organizations should collaborate with the 

law enforcement agencies to improve police effectiveness and 

community/police relationship, reforms the Nigerian police force, and institute 

more effective policing strategies to address the crime problems.   
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