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Introduction 
anguage can generally be defined as a medium 

of communication. The concept language can 

mean various things to different people. 

According to Akinyosoye (2018) “language is the 

systematized pattern of words, symbols, signs and 

movements used among a group of people for the 

purpose of self-expression.” (p.11). This means that 

language is an organized way of expressing one’s 

idea or opinion in a community. Okata (2016), defines 

language as “the vehicle that transports feelings 

emotions, ideas, thoughts processes etc from one 

entity to another. This could be sign language, 

written language, body language and other 

paralinguistic means of communication which must 

be acceptable by members of a community for the 

purpose of communication.” (p. 171). Here, language 

is used primarily for communication. Humans are 

different from animals because man has the ability to 

communicate in a systematized way. Okata et al 

(2020) “Language study now transcends different  
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ABSTRACT 
Political office 

holders are 

responsible for 

addressing the 

citizenry form-

time to time. To 

this effect, 

language is a 

veritable tool. 

Governors 

especially are 

saddled with the 

responsibility of 

communicating 

their intentions 

and achievement 

in state through 

the use of 

language. In 

terms of 

inaugural 

speeches, 

language is used 

to reveal the  
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levels of linguistics which are phonology- the study of sound patterns of 

language, morphology- the study of word formation and structure, syntax-

the arrangement of words to form sentences and semantics- the meaning 

deductions of a text; it has reached the domain of discourse, conversational, 

pragmatic and the stylistic analysis of speech event).”Oladipo (2020) 

Language is a powerful tool used in every human society. In other words, 

language is a product of a society.” (p. 1).  In this sense language is seen as a 

product of a society because language is a societal phenomenon. Without a 

society there is no language. Aside mere communication, every human 

society has a reason for using language. Such reasons include trading, politics 

and governance, cultural transmission, socialization etc. For instance, Taiwo 

(2009) observes that language is conveyer belt of power.  

intention, integrity, personality commitment and transparency of a Governor. 

Several studies in pragmatics, discourse analysis, sociolinguistics, stylistics and 

comparative studies have undergone analysis of inaugural speeches in the 

Nigerian political discourse. However, not much of the analyses in Nigerian 

political discourse have employed Speech Act from the perspective of 

Pragmatics to analyze governorship inaugurals. Thus, this study examined 

Speech acts in a governorship inaugural using the Searle (1999) taxonomy of 

illocutionary acts as its theoretical framework. The study utilized the 

qualitative research design while a purposive sampling technique was used to 

select locutions/utterances from the 2019 inaugural address of the Ogun State 

governor, Prince (Dr) Adedapo Abiodun. Findings revealed that the prominent 

speech acts are commissives, expressive, declaratives, assertives; there is only 

one directive. The contextual reasons for these performatives were to reveal 

the intention as well as the personality of the governor. The study concluded 

that the governor (Dr. DapoAbiodun) made use of commissives to reveal his 

noble intentions, integrity and future for a better Ogun State. The study 

recommends more use of commissives and expressive inaugural speeches for 

positive self-imaging and optimism.  

 

Keywords: language, inaugural address, locutions, utterances, intention 
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Language and Politics 

Language has simply been defined as a medium of communication. Language 

remains a major tool in the Nigerian political system. In fact, without language, 

many political activities such as election, debates, rallies, campaigns and talks 

cannot be carried out. In Nigeria and other parts of the world, language is the 

major instrument of governance. Harris (1979) postulates that “language is the 

means by which political ideas are transmitted to the community.” Language 

has a strong effect in politics and its use creates the first impression about any 

political leader. Therefore, the proper use or misuse can create either a positive 

or negative impression about any political leader. It is used by the government 

to disseminate information and also used by the populace to give government 

feedbacks on certain policies or decisions. Ayeomoni&Akinkuolere (2012) 

submit that “Language serves the most vital tool in the hands of man. Thus, 

language is the most essential in the implementation of a successful 

democratic rule in any country.” This assertion implies that for a society to 

ahave a smooth political atmosphere, language plays a vital role because the 

use of language of a political office holder can either make or mar the image of 

the government or the political party. In line with this, Owuye and Idowu (2019) 

assert that “Internal and external political communication channels are the 

nerves of any government. Political systems cannot function without effective 

network of such channels capable of transmitting political messages. Hence 

there is much concern about political actions…” Kaid (2004) however states 

that “politics as an ongoing conversation about social issues, encompasses a 

broad scope of political communication and demonstrates the ubiquity of 

politics in contemporary life and non-electoral periods.” 

Etymologically, the word politics stems from the Greek word polis meaning city 

or state.Chilton (2004) says “politics is the struggle for power between those 

who seek to assert and maintain power and those who resist it.” The crave for 

power seems to be the reason for the tussle and contest among individuals 

who desire to acquire and maintain a political office.  In a bid to acquire the 

mantle of leadership, a political atmosphere is created. This atmosphere is 

often referred to as politics. Osisanwo (2017) submits that “Politics which is a 

public phenomenon is enabled by language. It is clear that the concepts 
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“language and politics” are interwoven.” (p. 300). According to Okoro (2017) 

“politics is concerned with the power to make decisions, control resources, 

and control other people’s behaviour, and at times to control their values.” (p. 

50). At this point, language plays a significant role because every political 

decision, education or policies influenced by language. Osisanwo (2009:2010) 

explains that language is the instrument for the preparation, justification, 

evaluation, criticism and assessment of political activities.  Language therefore 

plays a vital role in politics because it enables politicians to communicate or 

reveal government intention to the public. As Okoro (2017) puts it, “Language 

therefore plays a vital role in politics because its main function in different 

political situations is to enable politicians to form structurally stable 

relationships.” (p. 300). To reinforce this idea, The study of language and 

politics has been approached using frameworks like Semantics, Discouse 

analysis, Pragmatics and Stylistics. 

 From the foregoing, one can fully affirm that there is an evident connection 

between language and politics. Language remains a major instrument of 

governance. Therefore language and politics are inseparably linked.  

 

Political Speeches 

Political speeches are written or spoken texts found within the contexts of 

political discourse. There are different types of political speeches.  A political 

speech can exist in form of a political rally, campaign, debate and inaugurals. A 

political speech can simply be defined as a written or spoken text by a political 

office holder to be delivered to the general public. Acoording to Opeibi (2009), 

“a political speech serves as a text, as an output and as a process which may 

be spoken or written. To reinforce this idea, Okoro (2017) submits that,“for a 

politician to win any political office, he must master the art of rhetoric 

(language) which is used to communicate effectively and convincingly.” 

Political office holders must have a sound knowledge of how to win the heart 

of the populace through the use of language. This art will engender a higher 

level of political approval from the public and also create a smooth democratic 

atmosphere.  

The office of the governor is the highest political office in any of the states in 

Nigeria. In fact, the governor is referred to as the number one indigene/citizen 
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of any state. It therefore needs constant touch with people and this can only 

be done through formal speechesor public address. The election of Prince Dr. 

DapoAbiodun was remarkable one. The mantle of leadership was passed down 

to him from the ex-governor Senator IbikunleAmosun. It is therefore important 

that a democratically elected Governor places premium on the electorates as 

democracy is the government of the people, for the people and by the people. 

Hence, an inaugural speech is very essential and necessary in that it is the first 

speech to the delivered by a newly elected leader.   

There exist numerous studies on presidential inaugurals which range from 

syntactic analysis, pragmatic analysis, discourse analysis and Critical Discourse 

Analysis. Such studies include the works of Akinwotu (2013) who examined the 

Speech act sequence in the acceptance speeches of Chief Obafemi  Awolowo 

and Chief MoshoodAbiola. Ayeomoni and Akinkuolere (2012) explored the 

Pragmatics of Victory and Inaugural Speeches of President Umar Musa 

Yar’Adua, Akinwotu (2018) worked on the language and style of the Inaugural 

speeches of Governor Olusegun Mimiko. Adetunji (2009) investigated the 

Speech acts and rhetoric in the second inaugural address of President 

Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria and President George Bush of America. Olaniyi 

(2010) carried out a pragmatic analysis of President Umar Musa Yar’Adua’s 

2007 Inaugural speech. However, there seems not to be much studies on the 

pragmatics analysis of Ogun state governorship inaugural speeches. This gap 

is what the present paper is geared to bridge.Hence, this paper carries out a 

descriptive qualitative analysis of the 2019 inaugural speech Prince, Dr. 

DapoAbiodun with special attention to pragmatic speech acts.  

 

Theoretical Underpinning 

Pragmatics is a major aspect of linguistics that could help to reveal the meaning 

in language use. Pragmatics (Speech Act) in this study will provide an inroad 

into the study of Prince, Dr. Dapo Abiodun’s speech. Thomas (1995) asserts 

that “the most common definitions of Pragmatics are ‘meaning in use’ and 

‘meaning in context’. The definition by Thomas maintains the fact that 

Pragmatics is basically concerned with meaning which could be from the 

perception of the language user or listener. Wilson and Hill (1993) submit that 

“Pragmatics studies the view point of a user, especially the choices, the 
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constraints met with in employing the use of language and effects the use has 

on the communication situation.” Pragmatics is                                                                                                                                                                             

linguistic field of study that focuses on the use of language of a speaker with a 

special attention to context. To support this, Owuye and Idowu (2019) opine 

that “Pragmatic competence is achieved when there is the ability to 

communicate an intended message strategically with all its nuances and 

sociocultural contexts, in order to interpret the message of an interlocutor as 

it was intended.” (p. 251). 

Specifically, Austin’s 1962 Speech Act theory as expounded by Searle (1969) will 

serve as the theoretical backcloth to this study. According to Babatope (2017), 

“Speech Act Theory is an important concept which relates utterance meaning 

in context.”The idea of the Speech Act Theory is that when a speaker or a 

language user makes use of certain utterances there are some acts inherent in 

the speech. Austin (1962) termed these utterances performatives. According 

to him, a speaker can perform three acts concurrently. These three acts 

propounded by J.L Austin are listed below: 

i. Locutionaryact-This simply refers to the exact utterance 

ii. Illocutionary act-This refers to a speaker’s intended meaning of the 

utterance.  

iii. Perlocutionary act- This refers to the expected outcome of the 

utterance made by the speaker. It is simply the perception of the 

illocutionary act.  

 

However it is important to note that Searle (1999) outlined a classification of 

the Illocutionary Acts. Various scholars/studies have presented different sub-

divisions of speech. This study however accedes to Searle’s 1999 taxonomy. 

The illocutionary acts classified by Searle goes thus: 

a. Assertives: This can also be referred to as representatives. These are 

utterances that reveal the belief(s) or position of a speaker concerning 

a particular thing or situation. Searle (1999) says “it is used to present 

the proposition as representing the state of affairs in the world.” (p. 28). 

Examples of assertive are factual statements, assertions, definitions, 

conclusions etc 
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b. Directives. These utterances are used by a speaker to make his 

listeners/hearers to operate based on his directive. It simply means that 

it is used to make a listener/hearer do what the speaker pleases. 

According to Searle (1999) “the illocutionary force of a directive is to try 

to get the hearer to behave in such a way as to make his behaviour 

match the propositional content of his directive” (p. 28). Examples of 

directives are orders, instructions, orders and suggestions.  

c. Commissives:Commissives are acts used by a speaker to reveal his/her 

future intentions to his listeners. Searle (1999) defines commissives as 

“those illocutionary acts whose point is to commit the speaker to some 

future course of action.” (p. 29). The commisive statements are used to 

commit a speaker to some future activities. They are expressed in form 

of pledges, vows, promises, promises, refusals, covenants and oaths 

d. Expressives: These are statements that capture the thoughts, state of 

mind, feelings and emotions of a speaker. Searle (1999) posits that “the 

illocutionary point of this class is to express the psychological state 

specified in the sincerity condition about a state of affairs specified in 

the propositional content.” (p. 30). The expressives are known for 

revealing the psychological state of mind of a speaker. According to Enyi 

(2015) “These utterances state what the speaker feels.” Examples of 

expressives are statements of apology, appreciation, condolence, 

congratulations, happiness, pain and thanksgiving  

e. Declaratives: These can also be referred to as declarations. According to 

Yule (1996) declarations are those kinds of speech acts that change the 

world via their utterance.” In this type of act, the utterances used by the 

speaker have an institutional role within a particular context. According 

to Searle (1999), “declarations bring about some alteration in the status 

or condition of the referred to object or object solely in virtue of the fact 

that declarations have been successfully performed.” 

 

 

Methodology 

The Descriptive qualitative method of analysis was employed in order to 

foreground the illocutionary acts within the inaugural speech. This is in 
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consonance with the works of Creswell (1998) and Moleong (2003) on 

descriptive qualitative method of research. The data for analysis was retrieved 

from the internet: the inaugural speech of Prince (Dr) AdedapoAbiodun. The 

units of analysis for this research work were selected excerpts/utterancesfrom 

a political discourse. Specifically, the 2019 inaugural speech of Prince (Dr) 

AdedapoAbiodun atMKO Abiola Stadium Kuto Abeokuta is selected. A total of 

thirty-one (31) locutions/excerpts (sentences) were retrieved from this 

address. Using the purposive random sampling technique, only thirty-one (31) 

locutions (excerpts or utterances) were selected. This selection is based on the 

fact that the governor’s inaugural address is heavily loaded with various 

illocutionary acts. The researcher labeled the locutions utterance/excerpt 1-31. 

The choice of 31 locutions was precipitated by the desire to carry out a detailed 

analysis.  

 

Data Analysis and Interpretation 

The focus of this study is a speech act analysis of an inaugural address. An 

inaugural speech/address is the first formal speech delivered by a newly 

elected political leader in a country or state. An inaugural speech can be a 

presidential inaugural address or a governorship inaugural address. It is a 

political address that reveals the intention of a newly elected political leader.  

In this study, the inaugural speech to be considered is the inauguration speech 

of Prince (Dr) DapoAbiodun held on Wednesday 29th May 2019 at MKO Abiola 

Stadium, Kuto Abeokuta Ogun State.   The analysis of the selected data is as 

follows: 

 

Locutions: 

1. It is with a heart full of gratitude to God that I rise to address the people 

of Ogun State this morning as the next elected Governor of Ogun State 

2. I am honoured to have taken the mantle of leadership handed down by 

these great men and I accept the same with a deep sense of responsibility 

3. To the good people of Ogun State, you have now provided me the 

mandate to serve our dear state 

4. I stand here today as the standard bearer of the mandate of the people 

and the facilitators of our collective aspirations.  
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5. There is no gain in saying the fact that Ogun State is unique and well 

endowed in many respects.  

 

Discussion 

The illocutionary acts in excerpts 1-5 are declaratives/declarations. Looking at 

the excerpts one can see that the newly elected Governor declares the change 

in power andhighlights the beginning of a new era in the state government. 

Just as the definition of declaratives, the declarative acts in the above 

utterances present the illocutionary force.This utterances indicate a transition 

from the previous leadership to the new one.  They are direct and straight-

forward. They reflect the obvious status-quo by bringing to an end the regime 

of Governor IbikunleAmosun and ushering in the regime of 

PrinceOladapoAbiodun. Therefore, these utterances used by the Governor 

notify all and sundry that the mantle of leadership has been passed down to 

him and there is a new government in power 

 

Locution- Utterances/Excerpts 6-10 

6. I am proud that we have received the preliminary report of the Economic 

Transition Committee and delighted that  a number of initiatives have 

emerged that will no doubty propel our state in the desired direction 

7. We are aware that the workers in Ogun State have been confronted with 

a number of challenges that resulted in low morale and productivity 

8. I trust that our workers, made up of reasonable men and women, will 

moderate their demands and cooperate with us and take Ogun State to 

the next level 

9. It is well known that the responsibility of government is security and 

welfare of people and that no meaningful… 

10. In the course electioneering, my extensive tour showed me the 

unsatisfactory state of our public infrastructure roads: rural and urban… 

 

Discussion 

Utterances 6-10 are assertive. Looking at the utterances, one can see that the 

newly elected Governor subtly highlights the ills and deformities of the past 

administration. The intention of the speaker is to point out the shortcomings 
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of the past leadership. Ogun indigenes are presumed to be yearning for a 

change as a result of displaced leadership. Therefore, these acts have a 

perlocutionary effect in that the dissatisfactions and complaints of the listeners 

(Ogun people) are replaced with a higher level of optimism and a better 

administration.  

In addition, the speaker (Dr. DapoAbiodun) and his listeners (Ogun people) 

share the same sociocultural background. There is a mutual intelligibility of 

what is being said.   

 

Locutions-Utterances/Excerpts 11-20 

11. You would always find in me conduct of Omoluabi expected of Omo 

Teacher! 

12. I will govern with character 

13. I will serve you diligently and sincerely 

14. I will make your interests the core of governance 

15. I will neither personalize nor abuse the mandate 

16. I will not betray your trust 

17. The state will continue to underpin the conduct of government affairs 

18. I am determined to live up to the oath of office that invests in me… 

19. … Ogun State under my watch will be an unfavourableenvironment for 

criminal elements… 

20. ...I, AdedapoAbiodun will keep faith with the people. I will lead with 

integrity and sincerity. My administration will be fair and just, equitable 

and inclusive.  

 

Discussion 

Excerpts 11-20 are commissive acts. According to Enyi (2016) “In uttering a 

commissive act the speaker has revealed his intention and thereby stays 

committed to carry out the action expressed by the statements. In these 

utterances the newly elected Governor commits himself to certain actions and 

activities the people might have been anticipating. Looking at the utterances 

above, one can see that the governor  has committed himself by making 

statements of promises, a pledge and an oath. Majority of the commissives in 

this inaugural speech have been constructed using the modal auxiliary verb 
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“will” and the first person singular personal pronoun “I”. The statements 

reveal the future intentions or the plans of the governor.  For instance, where 

he stated that : “You would always find in me conduct of 

Omoluabiomoteacher.” At this point the governor identifies with the beliefs of 

the society in that the child of a teacher is expected to beof good conduct and 

excellent personality. It statement also reveals the parentage of the governor 

as his parents were teachers. The statement also affirms that the discipline, 

morals, teachings and behavioural etiquettes instilled in him by his teachers are 

permanent.  

 

Locution-Utterances/Excerpts 21 

21. The Civil service must be professionalized and empowered to carry out 

the basic mandate of running government operations effectively and 

efficiently  

 

Discussion 

Only one directive utterance is used by the newly elected Governor. This single 

directive used by the Governor is used to exercise solid control over the Civil 

service. This directive is an order to the civil service to compulsorily embrace 

professionalism when carry out their official duties. This statement highlights 

the fact the new administration would not tolerate any act of ineffectiveness 

or inefficiency from the civil service. Adegbija (1995) asserts that “such speech 

acts as attested in all coup speeches are intended to demonstrate or at least 

create the inference that a new order has begun, has to be recognized, 

respected and accepted.” 

At this point, the Governor has tactically or indirectly introduced power/force 

in his utterance. The use of the modal auxiliary ‘must ‘shows that it is an order 

or a rule that must be followed strictly.  

 

 

Locution-Utterances/Excerpts- 22-30 

22. However, my special appreciation is reserved for the President 

Muhammadu Buhari and Vive-President YemiOsinbajo… 

23. MrChairman , I thank you most sincerely. 
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24. … To you and other members of DACO, I say well-done 

25. I appreciate the Transition (Interface) Committee that has liaised with the 

preceding government… 

26. …Your efforts creativity and sacrifices are deeply appreciated   

27. I love you Dad and Mum 

28. Bamidele, I love you most dearly 

29. You know how much I treasure you 

30. … I am grateful 

31. Words cannot convey my deep appreciation to the good people of Ogun 

State… 

 

Discussion 

Utterances 22-21 are expressive acts that have illocutionary functions of 
courtesy signals deployed by the governor to establish common grounds with 
Ogun electorates, his family, friends and predecessors, godfathers and 
everyone who played a part in his election as governor. Prince (Dr) 
AdedapoAbiodun used theseexpressives to communicate his gratitude to the 
Almighty God for his grace, his immediate family for their strong support and 
the Ogun state citizenry as well as the ex-governors for their patriotic 
disposition. For instance, in utterance 22, he specially appreciates the President 
of the country, Presidnt Muhammadu Buhari and the vice president Prof. 
YemiOsibajo for the leadership of the country. Psychologically, these 
statements capture the state of mind of Prince (Dr) DapoAbiodun. Lexical 
items like appreciate, love thank, well-done, sincerely and many others express 
the act of thanking by the governor. He therefore uses these statements to 
express his joy, happiness and gratitude as the newly elected governor of Ogun 
State.  
 

Discussion of Findings 

Looking at this study, one can fully assert that the role of language in politics 

cannot be underestimated as it is the means through which the intentions, 

prospects and goals of a politician are revealed to the public.  From the analysis, 

it was discovered that the Govenor, Prince (Dr) AdedapoAbiodun employed 

illocutionary acts that areassertive(5), directive(1), commissive(10), 

expressive(10) and declarative(5). The study also revealed that the governor’s 

inaugural speech has a preponderance of commissives(10) and expressives (10) 
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This is because as a newly elected governor of the state, the mantle of 

leadership and administration solely rests on him. It was pertinent he made use 

commissives because he needed to make promises, alleviate the fears of the 

citizens and to win the heart of the masses. He went on by assuring the masses 

of his unfailing allegiance to them: “You will always find in me the conduct of 

Omoluabi expected of omo Teacher.”  This particular commissiveutterance has 

a perlocutionary effect of fresh hopes and a better tomorrow coupled with the 

fact that there is a mutual intelligibility of the qualities and of a teacher’s child.  

He equally used expressive because 29th May 2019 was definitely a day of joy 

for him. The expressive acts captured his happiness and appreciation to 

virtually everyone present.  

In the inaugural address it would be derogatory for him to declare his 

intentions by making more use of directives in terms of commands, orders, 

verdicts etc 

 

Conclusion 

The examination of the Inaugural Speech of Prince (Dr) DapoAdiodun as 

delivered on 29th May, 2020 reveals the use of Speech acts to achieve different 

goals. The inaugural speech pinpoints the intentions and objectives of the 

governor as pledged before accepting the mantle of leadership. The study 

concludes, among others, that an inaugural speech gives the 

citizenry/electorates a strong insight about the personality of a political leader. 

It equally serves a viable source of data as it relates to speeches in the political 

discourse.It reveals that Dr. DapoAbiodun has noble intention for the state and 

he has integrity to be protected.  

This paper has contributed to the existing study of knowledge on rhetoric, and 

has added to the understanding of the political intention of Prince 

DapoAbiodun. In line with this, Okoro (2017) maintains that “political speeches 

and language are inter-twined as no politician would succeed at polls without 

a mastery of the art of language. The political language of politicians would 

achieve the aim for which it is intended if it is in the right illocutionary force.” 

(p. 16). The speech acts in the statements of a speaker reveals the meaning as 

well as the intention of the speaker because when people use utterances, an 
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act is being performed. This act can therefore be performed either directly or 

indirectly.  

Having analysed the speeches of the Governor of Ogun State, Prince (Dr) 

DapoAbiodun using the Speech Act Theory of Searle (1999) this paper has 

therefore brought to the fore the political intention and message of the 

Governor.  
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