
 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
FEB., 2022 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJSSRA 
319 

SOCIAL SCIENCE RES. & ANTHROPOLOGY VOL.8 

ISSN: 2977-5745 

 

ORCE AS AN INSTRUMENT OF 

STATECRAFT 

 

*OSUAGWU CAJETAN IKENNA; & 

**AKAMERE F.A.C 

*Department of Public Administration, Imo State 

Polytechnic Umuagwo Ohaji, Imo State, P.M.B. 1472 

Owerri, Imo State. **Department of Public 

Administration, Imo State Polytechnic, Umuagwo-

Ohaji, Imo State 

 

 

Introduction 
he capacity of states to defend themselves and 

their evident willingness to do so provides the 

basic framework within which the business of 

international negotiation is carried on (Howard cited in 

Bassey 2005:21-22). 
The above quote is in compliance with the position that 

force and its strategies forms part of the fundamental 

policy instruments for building of a strong state. In 

further pursuit of a stable and sustainable government, 

force maintains the major characteristic for its science 

and formation. Statecraft is a vernacular word which 

originated from northern Europe to mean the science 

of government (Anderson 1977).  The greatest factor in 

the science of government is national security, which is 

one of the major influencing factors in development. 

Governance, Diplomacy, Force Projection, Economy 

and Technology are the five critical pillars in national 

security. In today’s fast changing geopolitical 

landscape none of these pillars have the luxury of 
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ABSTRACT 
In further quest 

for statecraft, 

governments 

adopt several 

strategies to 

building a strong 

state, force 

forms one of the 

strategies.  

Statecraft 

according to 

political 

economists could 

also be regarded 

as actions of a 

state. This paper 

will tend to 

provide a critical 

examination on 

the contributions 

of force to 

statecraft which 

helps to build 

great  

 



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
FEB., 2022 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJSSRA 
320 

SOCIAL SCIENCE RES. & ANTHROPOLOGY VOL.8 

ISSN: 2977-5745 

operating in isolation or sequentially. There still exist substantial differences in 

the science of government based on the reason for a state between the 

democratic regime and autocratic regime. The use of force in these two types 

of government differs in a great way as much emphasis will be centered on 

democratic regime. One of the important different is the use of secrecy of the 

state according to the law and the use of secrecy of the state not minding what 

is involved in the law.  

In international politics in particular, according to Hans Morgenthau, armed 

strength as a threat or a potentiality is the most important material factor 

making for the political power of a nation. The sovereignty of every state 

depends mostly on the strength of its economy and power, to be able to deter 

foreign aggression. The strength of a nation’s force determines the nation’s 

position in international politics which places them in a better position for 

decisions on world politics. Literally, by force, we refer to all constitutionally 

recognised means and forms or measures in which the government of a state 

implements to restore law and order in and widen its borders. Some of the 

known forces are the police, army, navy and air force. These bodies are charged 

with the maintenance of the nation’s integrity and sovereignty. Subsequently, 

their different duties towards statecraft will be outlined and analysed to 

ascertain their benefits to it. The purpose of statecraft will be identified and 

the tools and techniques of statecraft will be displayed within the taxonomies 

and their use explored. 

institutions. It will also offer an introduction on the characteristics of 

statecraft in an environment of a strong force. Analysis will be made on the 

strength of various forces which will determine the stability of the institutions 

of a state and vice versa. This work is empirical as it tried to explain the major 

instruments in statecraft, which force is part of it. It will draw facts from 

Machiavellian analysis of statecraft. Attention will be drawn to the concept of 

sovereignty which is one of the major characteristics of a state as it deals with 

power, the protection and preservation of the state’s integrity. 

 

Keywords: Military power, security, sovereignty, governance, nation-state  
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CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATIONS 

Military Power 

The word military has two broad meanings: first it refers to soldiers and 

soldering and, second, it refers to the armed forces as a whole (Azazi 2011, 

p.168). Over the years, they are organised in components and its units have 

taken several shapes and sizes. Fredric Engels specifically described the military 

as “the organised association of armed men maintained by the state for the 

purposes of defensive and offensive warfare”. Furthermore, in support of 

Engels definition, Edomwande describes the military as “a group of people 

assembled, drilled, disciplined and equipped by a nation for offensive and 

defensive manoeuvres in warfare”. Fundamentally, these definitions do not 

encompass the full activities of the military, as it goes beyond offensive and 

defensive of a nation in terms of war. The ultimate yardstick of national power 

is military capability. This is because countries live in an environment of internal 

and external threats to security whereby the effectiveness of arms has become 

the ultimate measure of power. Military powers give nations the privilege to 

defend itself from aggressors both from internal and external system, 

consequently giving the politicians the chance to pursue the interests they 

wish. The duties of the military involve professional aspects and strategic 

advice in areas of nation building. From a modern day American perspective, 

the U.S. Constitution establishes the political context in which military power 

is applied and the framework for civilian authority over the Armed Forces 

(Troxell 2010 p.188). The employment of the U.S. military is an instrument of 

national power; it is a very explicit point: Under the American Constitution’s 

framework, military power operates for and under conditions determined by 

the people through their elected representatives. As Peter Paret summarized 

it, “military power expresses and implements the power of the state in a 

variety of ways within and beyond the state borders, and is also one of the 

instruments with which political power is originally created and made 

permanent.” Military power is a great bargaining power in the systems of 

statecraft, when diplomacy breaks down or consists of little promises, the 

state resort to the use of arms in their relations to enforce their interest. Force 

can be used to seize objectives or to apply sufficient pressure to persuade an 

adversary to negotiate.        
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The military is categorised under the navy, army and air force, whose joint 

forces forms the military power and military system.  Under the military system 

some other organisations take part in the total management of national 

security, such as police, customs, immigration and several security and 

intelligence agency. The military system centres on education system, judicial 

system and security system of every nation where people from the above-

mentioned entities collaborate to form a formidable front. As earlier said, the 

duty of the military doesn’t end in just defensive and offensive to threats to the 

nation but also other professional matters of the science of government. The 

military system has several components. As stated by Aziza, in the military 

there are the tangible and intangible elements, where the tangible refers to 

armies or land forces, navies or marine forces, the air force and in some cases 

other veterans and, national guards who form part of the army in some nations 

or referred to paramilitary establishment. Under these tangible elements we 

will notice the physical equipments and war machines which they use in some 

of their activities. The intangible elements rather are those aspects of the 

military that determine power and strength of the tangible elements which 

differentiate different categories of the military such as, high defence 

management, manpower planning, training, education and leadership 

development, combat systems, military logistics systems, defence budgets, 

defence industry and technology (Keegan 2001). These important elements of 

the military power which will be explained further will showcase some of the 

other duties of the military which is instrumental in the science of government 

or rather in statecraft.    

Human Defence Management is regarded as the process undertaken by the 

state to control, coordinate and manages the national defence organisation 

i.e., the process as well as the human and material resources to meet national 

objectives of defence (Azazi 2011, p.170). It is under this concept that the 

streamline the military organic framework through which the whole defence 

management and operations are carried out. It has to do with the planning and 

defence strategies of the entire defence apparatus of a state. This is an area 

which brings together the military and civilian intelligence which gives support 

for political decision in strategic areas.  Manpower planning in any organisation 

helps to fulfil the sets objectives of the organisation, which applies specially to 
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the military. According to the British Defence Doctrine, ‘the fighting power of 

a military force in dependent on conceptual, moral and physical component all 

of which are interrelated’. MacBeath described manpower as “the number of 

people in an organisation in the desired quantity and quality”. Manpower 

planning determines the number and area of specialisation of people that will 

be sent for a particular duty for a positive result. Other factors like cost 

reduction and affordability also influence the quantity and quality of armed 

forces rather than the nature of the threat.  

Training and leadership development starts from the first year into the military, 

passing through a training process which comes regularly during the period of 

service to the period of retirement or exit from the military.  During the period 

in the military, each soldier passes through several stages, from the skill 

acquisition stages to the professional education and other career development 

stage. The trainings are very vital in the force as it keeps them abreast with the 

latest technological knowhow in the military sector. It produces high quality 

manpower within the military for efficiency in the force. With the advancement 

in world technology and development in the system of combat, it is crucial that 

the military trainings are frequently run for better development of the soldiers. 

Due to the professionalism of the military in recent time as in the past, at times 

government resort to the use of armed forces in their relations as a strategy to 

enforce their interest. Force can be used to seize objectives or to apply 

sufficient pressure to persuade an adversary to negotiate. Military logistics is 

concerned with the proper allocation of scarce resources in the defence sector. 

Budgeting, decision making and project management are three vital issues in 

military management.  

The efficient procurement and allocation of necessary equipments for the 

military enables the development and sustainable integration in the military 

system. The current economic and financial crisis in the world has led NATO a 

few years back to embark on a massive reorganisation of its force by 

implementing “Smart defence” to help the organisation reduce cost and for 

efficiency in carrying out its duty. So also the to the improving logistical and 

general resources management efficiency pressures has been the introduction 

in the UK of the Smart Procurement Initiative (SPI) and in the US the defence 

Acquisition Reform Process (ibid).  
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STATECRAFT 

The concept of statecraft encapsulates and is dependent upon the state as an 

organisational entity. It explains the existence of the state and is often 

purported as actions of the state. The first set of concepts considered in key 

concepts in political geography concern statecraft (Gallahes 2009 p.17). Some 

of the geographers focuses on the way in which states are formed are 

governed while others are only concerned with just how the state power is 

established.  This paper will consider four concepts related to statecraft in its 

analysis namely; nation-state, sovereignty, governance and democracy.  

 

Nation State  

Nation state is a combination of two different words nation and state linked 

together to translate a certain action. A nation state is a state whose primary 

loyalty is to a cultural self-identity, which we call a nation or nationality, and is 

now the predominant form of state organisation. Nation states possess 

sovereignty and legitimacy (Pick 2011 p.3). A nation state signifies that which is 

consolidated around a particular nationality. Until nation states appeared in 

the 16th and 17th century, government was by rulers whose authority did not 

derive from the people whom they ruled, who were termed their “subjects”. 

States ruled in that way had seven different forms, personal rule, theocracy, 

city state, oligarchy, military state, tribal state, and empire (ibid).  

The rulers of the time had one principle purpose, which was to maintain peace 

and order by judging disputes and enacting laws that could deter disputes. As 

the leaders were handling the affairs of the states, their arose the concept of 

legitimacy in Europe which has to be certain in order to effective, where by the 

disputed legitimacy was undesirable it may influence civil war. Personal rule 

became the next option which was as a result of hereditary dynasty and 

supported by religious sanction, this brought up theocracy when religious 

authority became strong. Subsequently personal rule became weak and cities 

arose in Europe in order to obtain value from trade. Initially the only source of 

wealth was from surplus from agriculture. Personal states sought to extend 

their territories by several means, like conquest, inheritance etc and the army 

took control of its recruitment and promotion, setting up military rule. 

Religious sanctions supported some states that had pastoral hinterland which 
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helped in forming tribal government. In these areas there were the 

establishment of empires of theocracies, city states, military states, and tribal 

states. Nation state came as a transfer of legitimacy from rulers who were not 

accountable to those where accountable to the nation. Wealth started 

increasing with development in agriculture lead to improved trade and 

industrialisation created a civil society.  

The development of a civil society came up with several issues like communal 

identity, language, religion, social organisation etc which is in part way to 

forming a nation. Three phases were identified in the development of each 

nation state. Phase I was the development of a nationality within a clearly 

defined pre-national state. Phase II was the transfer of legitimacy from the 

ruler to the nation, by some form of rebellion against the ruler or assertion of 

nationality. Phase III was the expression of that legitimacy by a legal process 

called a Constitution, under which the government can be appointed and 

removed, its powers can be debated and approved, and both the government 

and private litigation are subject to law (Pick 2011). Each of the phases was 

characterised by several problems and obstacle, though it had its gains and 

each of them was known and achieved certain objectives. 

To enable one get a clear understanding and definition of a nation-state, it is 

important to consider the two different words and its relationship. A nation, 

according to Anthony Smith, is a named human population ‘sharing an historic 

territory, common myths and historical memories, a mass, public culture, a 

common economy and common legal rights and duties for all members’ (Jones 

et al. 2004b: 83). From the above definition, it will be observed that there exists 

a series of common aspects, like territory, culture and history which has some 

great impact to the nation.  Benedict Anderson famously argued that nations 

are imagined communities, because ‘the members of even the smallest nation 

will never know their fellow members, meet them or even hear of them, yet in 

the minds of each they carry the image of their communion’ (Anderson 1983: 

15–16). Many nations have great landmarks and very difficult for one to cover 

even half of the mass of the land, but still they all belong to same nations and 

have same values and laws guiding them. Other scholars think of a nation from 

the realist point of view, basing a nation on the gains at which it translates to 



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
FEB., 2022 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJSSRA 
326 

SOCIAL SCIENCE RES. & ANTHROPOLOGY VOL.8 

ISSN: 2977-5745 

its citizens. Nations, in this way of thinking, come into being to serve particular 

purposes, often economic or political (Storey 2001: 55). 

One of the most important developments of the twentieth century was ‘the 

growth of the state’ (Short 1993: 71). He commented on the increase of state 

from 70 in 1930 to 190 in 2007 and the growth of its power which is credited to 

decolonisation. A state is a territorial political community for which there is an 

independent organised Government (Pick 2011 p.3) .As empires were dissolved, 

particularly after World War II, imperial spatial organization (where territories 

were governed from the centre of the Empire, for example London) was 

replaced, to a large extent, with a state-based system of spatial organization 

(Gilmartin 2009 p.20). Most of these new states were formed based on 

European models   with great emphasis on the management of the people and 

their resources. 

 

Sovereignty  

The concept of sovereignty is necessary to a nation state because, by its nature, 

the primary loyalty of a population is to its nation. Sovereignty is a vital factor 

which is one of the necessary determinants to statecraft. Under the Capetian 

Dynasty of the 10th -14th centuries, which consolidated the Peace of Westphalia 

that ended the Thirty Years’ War in 1648 added a new chapter of State 

sovereignty to the modern history. The system defines sovereignty as the right 

to rule a territorially bound state based on two types of authority (Sassen 

2006). Rather than presupposing that the concept of sovereignty has a 

timeless or universal meaning, more recent scholarship has focused on the 

changing meanings of this concept across a variety of historical and political 

contexts (Bartelson 1994).  

Before the thirty years of war which was ended by the peace of Westphalia, 

which was partly a religious war, the European world of Christendom was 

largely a diarchic one of pope and emperor. Due to the defeat, the Holy Roman 

Empire was dissolved into hundreds of relatively independent authorities with 

more or less equal sovereignty over their populations and territories, which 

theoretically marked the birth of the modern nation-State system (Miyoshi 

2014). During the 17th and 18th centuries the principle of exclusive territorial 

jurisdiction was developed, eliminating the medieval medley of overlapping 
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layers of jurisdiction in favour of linear territorial delimitations, for example, 

with regard to territorial waters, for which a three-mile zone was seen as a 

minimum standard. Thus, State sovereignty meant a State’s independence 

from and legal impermeability in relation to foreign powers on the one hand 

and the State’s exclusive jurisdiction and supremacy over its territory and 

inhabitants on the other (ibid).However, the idea of Hobbes (1588-1679) and 

Spinoza (1632-1677) that States were in a “state of nature” warring against 

each other under the circumstances of no superior authority existing above 

them led on to the subsequent theory of “absolute sovereignty”.  

Another outcome of this reorientation is that the previously distinct concerns 

of academic international relations and international law have tended to 

converge. The very focus on the concept of sovereignty brought about by this 

linguistic reorientation rather than on the facts or norms of sovereign 

statehood has provided a common ground where the concerns of lawyers and 

political scientists can again meet, relatively undisturbed by epistemological 

differences. In an interpretation of a state in which the notion of sovereignty 

outlined some of the common factors that show the sovereignty which states 

should possess for it to be a sovereign state provided by the Montevideo 

Convention on Rights and Duties of States of 1933, Article 1:  “The State as a 

person of international law should possess the following qualifications: 

(i) A permanent population;  

(ii) A defined territory;  

(iii) Government; and  

(iv) Capacity to enter into relations with other States”  

 

Governance 

Governance has a general definition which many scholars has placed based on 

the situation in which they are tackled with. The manner in which power is 

exercised in the management of a country’s economic and social resources for 

development (World Bank 1992). This definition points out the use of power 

and explains the benefits of it on the socio-economic factors of a government. 

A nations economic power has very much importance to the nations 

international relations and social features, its proper management and 

influence depicts the way and manner in which the masses are being presented 
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internally and globally.  Fukuyama defines governance as a government's 

ability to make and enforce rules and to deliver services, regardless of whether 

that government is democratic or not. Fukuyama further excludes democratic 

accountability from the definition of governance saying that it we will later try 

to be able to theorize the relationship between governance and democracy. 

The current orthodoxy in the development community is that democracy and 

good governance are mutually supportive. Governance exists not only in 

democratic rules but also in military rules and monarchical government.  The 

strength and quality of governance can in some cases be different from the 

outcome of the policies which the government wants to fulfil. Governance is 

about the performance of agents in carrying out the wishes of principals, and 

not about the goals that principals set.  

The government is an organization which can do its functions better or worse; 

governance is thus about execution, or what has traditionally fallen within the 

domain of public administration, as opposed to politics (Woodrow 1887). 

Monarchical government and military or authoritarian government could be 

well governed so also a democratic government could be mal governed. It is 

not so easy to separate governance as implementation from the normative 

ends that government is meant to serve. It is not clear that a well governed 

state is one that has ruthlessly efficient concentration camp guards as opposed 

to bribable ones (Rothstein 2011). As Rothstein points out, the existing 

Worldwide Governance Indicators embed a number of normative policy 

preferences (e.g., more rather than less regulation) that colour the final 

results.  This type of governance may differ in certain principles and features 

but the principles are being maintained as Fukuyama rightly pointed out. Max 

Weber's famous characterization of modern bureaucracy in Economy and 

Society was the most classic effort to define governance. Weber’s conditions 

are as follows: 

i. Bureaucrats personally free and subject to authority only within a defined 

area;  

ii. They are organized into a clearly defined hierarchy of offices; 

iii. Each office has a defined sphere of competence; 

iv. Offices are filled by free contractual relationship; 

v. Candidates selected on basis of technical qualifications; 
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vi. Bureaucrats are remunerated by fixed salaries; 

vii. The office treated as the sole occupation of the incumbent; 

viii. The office constitutes a career;  

ix. There is a separation between ownership and management; 

x. Officials are subject to strict discipline and control. 

 

Going through all this condition, it will be very difficult to get a nation that has 

maintained the entire conditions at full standing. There are defaults in some of 

them as from 1-5 and 9 are more of people’s idea of modern bureaucracy. 

By governance we mean the manner in which power is exercised by 

governments in the management of a country's social and economic resources. 

“Good” governance is the exercise of power by various levels of government 

that is effective, honest, equitable, transparent and accountable (Johnson 1997 

p.1). From this definition, the author is trying to redefine the meaning of 

governance based on the current happening of recent times in countries. It is 

a concept that has developed considerably since the emergence of 

development issues in the changing world since the 80’s. Nowadays it occupies 

the central stage in many discussions from politics to development and it is also 

considered as a vital element in development strategies. It is viewed as an 

economic, political and administrative exercise in the running of a nation’s 

business at all levels. As the World Bank identified three important aspects, 

which are:  

i. The form of political regime 

ii. The process by which authority is exercised in the management of a 

country’s economic and social resources for development 

iii. The capacities of government to design, formulate, and implement 

policies and discharge functions. 

 

Most development agencies support the World Bank idea of the definition of 

governance as it is synonymous to sound development management, which 

involves the public and private sector, which is related with the effectiveness 

of which development assistance is utilised. The main duty of the World Bank 

in regard to governance is centred on the second and third aspects as the first 

aspect is centred on the nation’s choice of leadership. Concentrating on the 
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two aspects concerning World Bank, four important points are being coined 

out from them namely accountability, public sector management, 

transparency and information, and legal framework for development. The 

accountability of the people in government effects positively in the 

governance and shape of the government.  

The language of public-sector management is predominantly technical, 

changing the organizational structure of a sector agency to reflect new 

objectives, making budgets work better, sharpening civil-service objectives 

and placing public-enterprise managers under performance contracts. The 

strength of the main three arms of government gives an important leverage to 

the masses of every nations the understanding that the system is well 

governed. The creation of appropriate and functioning legal system provides 

the stability of a government which enhances economic stability and 

confidence to investors. Every human being is a political animal who is 

interested in politics and curious to know what the people in leadership are 

doing and capable in doing.  

There should be adequate information and transparency in the government 

which enhances accountability of governance. Political geographers are of the 

view that governance examines the mechanisms by which a government 

accumulates capital and regulates the social polity. While states are meant to 

represent the interests of their citizens, at times citizens’ contest the 

mechanisms by which they are governed (Gilmartin 2009).. According to art. 3 

of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement, good governance is the transparent 

and accountable management of human, natural, economic and financial 

resources for the purposes of equitable and sustainable development.  

In this definition human development management is incorporated in it. As the 

main bases of further development is human development. Good governance 

has evolved from its original focus on economic processes and administrative 

efficiency to a subject with stronger links to democracy, the rule of law and 

participation (Walter, Mair &Mair 2006). 

 

Democracy 

"In democracy, liberty is to be supposed; for it is commonly held 

that no man is free in any government" Aristotle. 
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As most concepts of social science, the term, “democracy"' means different 

things to different people and that conclusion are accepted by most 

commentators.  Practically there is an overwhelmed range of perspectives as 

to the exact meaning and content of democracy as well as to the conditions of 

its realisation; these all vary depending on the proponents' philosophical, 

ideological, political, cultural, social, and economic perspectives. 

Notwithstanding there are three basic paradigms which are: 

i. The universality or relativity of democracy 

ii. Democracy as a process or a condition; 

iii. Democracy as methods and modalities or as substance and substantive 

outcomes.  

 

It should be widely known that democracy is all about power and how it will be 

used whether in the rightful way or not. The outcome combines all that have 

been agreed upon by the governed. Originating from two Greek words demos 

and kratos meaning people and power respectively, refers to our earlier 

mentioned that democracy has to with power no matter how it is practiced. It 

is often defined simple as the rule of the people, a system of making rules 

determined by the people who are obliged to obey the rule. Democracy rests 

on two fundamental principles; a) the principle of ‘individual autonomy’: that 

no-one should be subject to rules that have been imposed by others; b) the 

principle of ‘equality’: that everyone should have the same opportunity to 

influence the decisions that affect people in society. These principles are 

bounding on democratic government which are the difference between them 

and other forms of government. The Vienna Declaration on Human Rights 

states: "Democracy is based on the freely-expressed will of the people to 

determine their own political, economic, social and cultural systems and their 

full participation in all aspects of their lives. One major factor that distinguishes 

democracy from other forms of government is the right of popular 

participation in governance, and the legitimacy and legitimating of 

government and governance. But this legitimacy and surrounding principle laid 

down were made based on the western type of civilisation as an ex UN 

Secretary General Boutros-Ghali rightly said in a 1995 report to the UN general 

assembly, “Democracy is not a model to be copied from certain states, but a 
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goal to be attained by all peoples and assimilated by all cultures. It may take 

many forms, depending upon the characteristics and circumstances of 

societies”.   

 

IMPORTANCE OF FORCE IN THE ASPECTS OF STATECRAFT   

As we have seen the concepts of military order and other stakeholders in the 

force activities of a nation, it is also important to relate their duties to the 

aspects of statecraft. The aspects of statecraft which we have analysed are 

nation-state, sovereignty, governance and democracy. These four aspects are 

necessary factors in the science of government. The origin of nation state 

stated with the failure of the monarchy and the discrepancies that happened 

before the Westphalia peace which could be said as the initiation of the nation 

state. Military capabilities allow countries to defend themselves against all 

adversaries, foreign and domestic, while simultaneously enabling their state 

managers to pursue whatever interests they wish, if necessary over and 

against the preferences of other competing entities (Mammadov 2013 p.133).  

For a state to sustain its sovereignty it has to be an independent state and 

capable of protecting itself internally and externally. Internal oppression will 

be subdued by the police force and in some cases with the help of a joint force 

made up of the police, military and para-military whose duty falls under the 

internal affairs ministry. In the move to topple them, the military were required 

to come in full to help the activities if the internal peace keepers. Subsequently 

the strength of a nation’s economy determines its political and military force, 

so as not to be intimidated by external powers. Sovereignty is the strength a 

nation has to lead, decide and execute its plan within and outside her country 

on the regulations of the international organisation.  

Governance is more of the management of human beings and efficient evenly 

distribution of a state’s resources. Good governance as the most important 

factor for development and the elimination of poverty. (Kofi Annan 2006) In 

most cases the executive fails in discharging of these duties and this may lead 

to a breaking of law and order. It is the duty of the executive who controls the 

force to seek advice and proper attention from the force to maintain its 

sovereign nation. Conversely, secular philosophies place sovereignty in the 

people, who are deemed to have the right to create and undo government, 
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because government is, as Abraham Lincoln once said, "by the people, for the 

people. Democracy which encapsulates all the other aspects of statecraft is a 

motion that is based on the people and for the people. It is totally surrounded 

by the choice and decisions of the people and for them that will be organised. 

Many forms of government have been tried, and will be tried in this world of 

sin and woe. No one pretends that democracy is perfect or all-lies. Indeed, it 

has been said that democracy is the worst form of Government except all those 

other forms that have been tried from time to time (Churchill 1947).  

 

CONCLUSION  

Obviously, having gone through the entire factors levelled on the paper, it is 
quite unheard of the fact that there could be the exclusion of force in the 
proper execution of any of these aspects in statecraft. Force is understood as 
a formidable machinery in statecraft. Force has a deep meaning and 
understanding far from what the normal meaning of it. It goes beyond 
compulsory action imposed by the law. It is a way of life and a system which 
when adopted achieves relevant results. There is need for further orientation 
of the people to understand that the people in the force are also individuals 
that go about the normal daily activities like all others. As could be seen from 
the above of the various sectors of statecraft which are vital in governance and 
administration, force assists in getting these aspects better implement in the 
system. Democracy which is the system that guarantees leadership in the 
government, needs the presence of force to actualise its principles and 
characteristics. 
 

Recommendations:  
Human capital development is necessary for the growth and development of 
any a state. Military professionalism and education should be encouraged at all 
levels of the force. Professional courses should be enlisted into the mainstream 
of all levels of the military to avoid rendering the military redundant in the 
service. The force which is the backbone of statecraft in all nations specifically 
in Nigeria should be professionalised in the sense that the members of the 
force will be incorporated in the public and private sectors in strategic 
positions for better performance and protection of the citizens. Some of the 
members of the force should be incorporated in the schools and universities 
for seminars and lectures and other community development project for the 
security benefit and enlightenment programs for the state.  
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