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Preamble:  

he urban middle class income earners 

and elites residents in Owerri 

metropolitan area recently have 

formed the habit of migrating and establishing 

their residential homes in the fringes of the 

metropolitan areas. The group includes the 

middle class income earners that are found in 

the public and civil service jobs, traders of 

medium commercial enterprises, artisans of 

sophisticated prowess and some urban groups 

in elite class which  Bloch (2015)may have 

inferred to as the regional dynamics. They are  
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the group that keeps the urban area alive economically, 

commercially and socially. They locate their residences from the city 

center at distances ranging from above twelve kilometers away 

from the central business area of the city. As habitat migrants they 

are found by the West of Owerri city centre at Uratta and Uzoagba; 

by the East at Avu, Obinze, Mgbirichi, Okuku, Oforola, and 

Umuguma. By the North at Ohii, Ogbaku, Irete  Ubommiri, 

Nworieubi, Mbierri, Akabo and Orogwe. While by the South they are 

found at Egbu, Emekuku, Azaraegbelu, Ulakwo, Agbala, Naze 

Nekede and Ihiagwa respectively. 

 

 
Owerri Maps-road map, satellite view and street view. 

Source: http://www.maps-streetview.com.nigeria 

http://www.maps-streetview/
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Various reasons may have propelled their movements and 

settlements in the urban fringes: which Miles, Lang and Seabrooke 

(1978) observed ranged from low rentals on rented 

accommodations which are obtainable at locations within 

outskates of the core city centers. Among other reasons include 

low cost of land prices, pampered development control measures, 

affordable and reduced costs of environmental maintenance and so 

many other reasons. 

This study therefore, wish to find out the reasons of the current 

trend in the character of urban elites and middle class income 

individuals living in Owerri urban area recess their residences to the 

urban fringes and satellite locations. Also, standardize the trend in 

other to sustain the behavior.  

 

Statement of the Problem: 

Recent observations show that urban elites and middle class 

income individual resident in Owerri metropolis move out in large 

numbers to seek residential settlements at the periphery locations 

of Owerri capital city. These predominant migrating group are 

made up of middle class income earners in the various enterprises 

found in the public and civil service, traders and artisans(of higher 

enterprises) and the urban elites. 

Preliminary investigations have shown that some complain of high 

cost of land in the city center for those who build their own homes, 

some complain of high rents at the city center; while others 

complain of the urban hustle bustle that stresses up urban living, 

and also, noise nuisances in the city center. Yet there may be some 

other reasons which incite others to take the decision to move out 

from the main city area to locate their residences in the sprawl area. 

This study wish to inquire and find out the genuine reasons why 

these class of urban residents that migrate their residences to the 

urban sprawl areas react  the way they do in Owerri urban. 
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Aim and Objectives:  

The aim of this study is to find out the reason why the middle 

income class individuals and elites living in Owerri metropolis 

recently form the habit of migrating their abodes to the 

conurbation areas of the city. Objectively, the study will sample the 

mindsets of some of the individuals that fall within this income class 

wherever they are found within the Owerri metropolitan area.. 

Hence, draw inferences with the scientific interpolation of the 

responses from the interviewees. 

 

Scope:        

The study will cover sourcing of responses from the Owerri 

metropolitan area and limits at finding out the mind sets of some 

individual found in the income brackets as described at the 

introductory part of this study on the issue of why they migrate to 

form residences in the sprawl area of the city. It will equally 

scientifically test the genuineness of the reasons as substantiate 

the reason warranting their actions and declare personal opinion on 

the issue.  

 

Methodology: 

This study is one of an investigative survey. It will involve the 

selective interview of the persons who have residences within the 

identified locations as earlier mentioned. The views of the residents 

in the urban fringes of Owerri will be sourced to find out their 

motivating factors that lead to their actions. Analysis of their 

responses will be made from which scientific conclusion on the 

issue will be drawn. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW: 

Urban:  

An urban area is a human habitat settlement where large number 

of people and population concentration settle per unit area of land 
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definition. It is always demarcated in clusters of peculiar human 

settlements. The Concise Oxford English Dictionary 11th Edition 

described it as relating to a town or city. According to Olawunmi 

(1982) it is a defined area with a geographical location having 

features such as size, density, political mechanic infrastructure of 

which this study regards as politically motivated dynamic 

infrastructure. While Ogbonna A. C. and Cajetan  O. Ohiri (2016), 

quoting Demographic Year Book (2005) that the definition of urban 

area tends to base on both quantitative and qualitative criteria 

which hinges on such thing like population size/density, distance 

between built up areas, predominant type of economic activities, 

conformity with legal/administrative status and availability of 

specific services/facilities. 

 

Urban Area, City, Metropolitan/Metropolis: 

Urban area 

The Urban area and the City connotes synonymously with each 

other. This can variously be called a town, a city, 

metropolis/metropolitan area or an urban area as the case may be.It 

is characterized with high concentration of human population per 

square kilometer of land area; and often, sophisticated with human 

activities. Olawunmi(1982) accordingly explained that the Town 

Planning Law in Nigeria regarded a place as urban area if it is having 

a population of more than 5000 (Five thousand) people (National 

Census Report 2006). Further, Olawunmi (1982) maintained that a 

city may represent a semi–autonomous political and administrative 

unit with specific legal or geographical boundaries; stressing that 

the most definition of an urban area is the one that rests on the 

population density; In that large number of people are living and 

working in a small area, with extensive provision of collective 

capital equipment like roads, public water supply, waste disposal 

systems, hospitals and so many other things. In its account Evans, 

Williams Evans (2007) saw Urban area or cluster as a densely settled 
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territory with more than 2,500 people, but less 

than50,000persons.Quoting Wikipedia at 

http//cn.m.wikipedia.org.wiki accessed 17/09/18 and Wikipedia at 

http//simpe.m.wikipedi.org/wiki/ Urban area, accessed 17/09/18. 

Okoronkwo, (2019) related an Urban area and Urban agglomeration 

as a human settlement with high population density and 

infrastructure of built environment; maintaining that Urban centers 

could have been a manifestation of either or both political, 

historical, commercial, industrial, geographical and, any other 

factors which understandably is where many people live and work 

close together with high population density always higher than that 

in the surrounding areas. It must have buildings located close to 

each other. Okoronkwo, (2019) expressed the view that Urban area 

is a setting where three independent agents: households, 

production units and government agencies engage in transactions 

with the aim of solving socio-economic and developmental 

problems that manifests in living, working, transportation and 

communication. Urban areas can however, be regarded as cities, 

towns, metropolis conurbation as the case may be according to 

Nkwogu (2013). 

 

Metropolitan Area  

Nkwogu (2013) stated that a metropolitan area includes the urban 

area and the satellite towns with the all intervening rural lands that 

are socio-economically connecting the urban core area.  

 

City  

A city is a relatively large and permanent settlement. It is akin to the 

same understanding of Municipal administrative jurisdiction where 

exclusive legislative authority is permitted to the authority in the 

areas of sanitation, utilities maintenance, land usage, housing and 

transportation, (Olawunmi, 1982). Thus, Olaleye A., A. S. Asaju and 

B. T. Aluko (2005) observed that cities came into existence as 
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product and as fcal points in the social and economic life of a 

community.  

According to Okoli Osita E., Idu Egbenta and Godfrey Udoh (2008), 

cities are regarded as geographies of centrality with characteristics 

of high population, high investment potential, offers low absolute 

poverty, offers efficient transportation, technological 

advancement, high living standards with high employment 

opportunities and better education.  

 

Urban Fringe: 

Some school of thoughts regard the fringe areas of an urban setting 

as a sprawl area or conurbation.. The fringes can literally be 

regarded as that location where a very thin population of people 

form cluster settlements and carry on their various activities. 

Usually, this location derives its economic and commercial 

endeavors from the adjacent city location. According to Balint 

Csatari, Jeno Zsolt Farkas, Jozsef Lennert (2013), the rural-urban 

fringe is a transition zone between the central city and the 

countryside, characterized by rapid land use changes. 

On which, https://www.rockethomes.com>blog accessed 19 10 2021 

tagged suburban living as a residential area located outside the 

major city, within a commuting distance. Observation is that by 

living in the suburbs, residents do enjoy the perks of the city when 

they want while enjoying the more space for same or less cost and 

more peace away from the city hustle 

(https://www.rockethomes.com>blog).However, it is politically and 

almost always associated with negative connotations of causing 

environmental degradation, intensifying segregation and 

undermining the vitality of existing urban areas with distasteful 

aesthetic views.  

Nkwogu (2013) maintained that once a city expands far enough to 

reach another city, the region is deemed a conurbation; that is an 

urban fringe. Urban sprawl or suburban sprawl according to 
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Nkwogu (2013) connotes the urban fringe as a large low density 

expansion with buildings that spread from the city into the 

countryside (rural setting) in an ugly and untidy manner. Urban 

sprawl is auto-dependent owing to high segregation between the 

usual suburban residence, commercial and job centres in the core 

areas.  

Summarizing Onokerhoraye and Omuta (1994) quoting (Needham, 

1977) and (Andrew1942). named it urban fringe which is the built up 

area outside the corporate limits of the city. It is the zone on the 

outer borders of the city, between the areas of complete urban and 

complete rural land uses. Assertion is that the rural urban fringe is 

the product of the process of invasion of the rural land spaces 

congruously adjoining the urban areas. However, observed by 

Onokehoraye and Omuta (1994) is that rural – urban fringe is the 

product of the very process of city growth. 

Evans and William Evans (2007) noted that urban sprawl is a 

derogatory term for the spread of suburban developments, 

typically along relatively narrow strips of land following major 

arteries or highway. Technically, urban fringes are observed to have 

a composite manifestation of both the urban and rural 

environmental characters and images. 

The assertion is that urban sprawl has negative connotations due to 

the unhealthy, environmental problems and cultural distortions 

inherent in them. 

Okorie (2018) narrated an experience where the floodplain border 

of Weppa Ekperi in present Edo State likened to typical interface of 

between raw nature and perturbed nature due to human activities 

which is termed the urbanizing fringe that show intense stress and 

struggle that resulted from reckless anthropogenic influences - 

here plants, animals and man embroiled in a battle for survival. 
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Urban Elites and Urban Middle Class People: 

Urban Elites 

The word Elite may connote in literary usage a personality above 

the ordinary person of subtle income and life style in the society. 

They are technically those opinion molders in the societies who 

initiate policies and implement critical ideas in the society. 

According to Ference Cyuris (2017) they consist of the actors in the 

city who have a decisive influence on urban policies and programs. 

They are fragmented but are kept together by a shared interest in 

advancing a particular political agenda. They apply institutional 

means to subject other social strata in the society to a control and 

indoctrinate them with views that legitimizes prevailing conditions. 

Willy Online Library (1999-2022) has it that urban elites are highly 

genderized, racialized and segregated in urban space. It suggested 

that the existence of urban elites is unavoidable, but the way they 

sustain themselves and promote their own aspirations may be at 

odds with the interests of other social groups in the society.  

 

Urban Middle Class Persons 

Ordinarily, this class of persons can be associated with modest 

income and life style in the society. This class of persons can be 

thought of according to the Centre for Rural Pennsylvania (2006 –

2007) those with total yearly income of S37,501 to S57,000 which 

the Federal United State of America (2006) Population Survey 

accepted they are within the incomes betweenS38,601 and 

S60,323. However, there exist a controversy in separating the 

definition of ‘middle income’ from ‘middle class’ which the Centre 

for Rural Pennsylvania (2007) saw the difference existing in 

reference to a set of attitudes, values, education attainment and 

income. Adam Hayes (2020).explained that this class of individuals 

are those who typically fall between the working and the upper 

class within a socio-economic hierarchy. The World Bank 

Group/Poverty Practice Group (2015) stated that the threshold 



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
FEB., 2022 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJBEES 
112 

BUILT ENVIRONMENT & EARTH SCIENCE VOL.8 

ISSN: 1881-2167 

expenditure of the middle class group in Nigeria is found to be 

N378.39. Vulnerability of the affected group is the most criteria 

adopted to identify the middle class group in Nigeria, (Lopez-Calva 

and Ortiz-Juarez 2011) observed that those for which the probability 

of falling into poverty is below certain threshold which they rated 

10% to be part of the middle class. 

World Bank (2014) observed that these group .are the professional 

who occupy the more traditional activities either in the public or 

private sector.  

The Renaissance Capital (Thematic research 2011) had it that the 

average income of a Nigerian middle class person is N75,000.00-

N100,000.00 which is (S480-S645) or roughly S600-S700 pa. 

According to ADB as quoted by Renaissance Capital (2011) they 

made up 23% of the Nigerian population: well educated up to 

tertiary levels; educating their children is top priority. They live in 

leased/rented accommodation with household average of 3.7 

people. They work in public sector, private sector and some run 

their own business. Some have interests to move to newly 

completed self-owned apartments. More than one-third middle 

class Nigerian has a car. The average Nigerian middle class is 

observed to invest in the purchase of land/property; which may 

form the reason to migrate to city outskirt where the land prices 

may be very low. 

 

Residences and Abodes: 

A residence or an abode can be taken to be define synonymously as 

is a place of habitation normally for human being. There has to be 

shelter in terms of a house offering accommodation and services. 

According to www.dictionary.com>browse.residece accessed 

23/1/22, a residence andan abode is defined as the place, especially 

the house, in which a person lives or resides; dwelling; home; also, 

as a place of residence; home, house, place of residence/habitation, 

accommodation, habitat, base seat, quarters, lodgings, rooms, 
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address, location, place, whereabouts pad, digs, diggings, etc. 

Other words for residence include: habitation, docile, mansion, 

stay, abode and sojourn. A residence can equally be described as a 

structure serving as dwelling or home, especially one of large 

proportion and superior quality. 

 

Migration and Reasons for Migration; 

Wikipedia at en.m.wikipedia.org/ accessed 23/1/22 says that human 

migration involves the movement of people from one place (of 

residence) to another with the intention of settling, permanently or 

temporarily at a new location (geographical region). According to 

www.bbc.co.uk>guides>revision accessed 23/1/22 the reason why 

human being migrate to settle in another location can be any of the 

three reasons: economic – moving to find work or follow a 

particular career part; social – moving somewhere for better quality 

of life or closer to family and friend; politically-to escape political 

persecution; and environmental- to seek for comfort and harmony 

of ecological services.  

 

Locality Situation of Urban Fringes: 

Urban fringes according to(https://www.rockethomes.com>blog) 

is politically and almost always associated with negative 

connotations of causing environmental degradation, intensifying 

segregation and undermining the vitality of existing urban areas 

with distasteful aesthetic views. On this, Moruf Alabi (2012) 

observed that sprawl area residential areas are heterogeneous and 

in most places physical developments are not planned, essential 

facilities are lacking, He maintained that in-migration to this zone 

means a changing social balance between indigenous and 

immigrant populations which results to changes in community 

Structure. Nkwogu (2013) said that it connotes large low density 

expansion with buildings that spread from the city into the 

countryside (rural setting) in an ugly and untidy manner. While, 
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Onokerohoraye and Omuta (1994) said that the rural urban fringe is 

the product of the process of invasion of the rural land spaces 

congruously adjoining the urban areas. Evans and William Evans 

(2007) noted that urban sprawl is a derogatory term for the spread 

of suburban developments, typically along relatively narrow strips 

of land following major arteries or highway. Generally accepted is 

that urban sprawl has negative connotations due to the unhealthy, 

environmental problems and cultural distortions inherent in them. 

Is that Urban sprawl is auto-dependent owing to high segregation 

between the usual suburban residence, commercial and job 

centers in the core areas.                                                             Wikipedia 

at en.m.wikipedia.org has it that urban fringe can be referred to the 

rural-urban fringe which also is known as the outskirts pp, rururban, 

per-urban or the urban hinterland. It is the ‘landscape interface 

between town and country’ or also, as the transition zone where 

urban  and rural uses mix often they clash. It is a landscape type in 

its own right, one forged from an interaction of urban and rural land 

uses. In some text it is observed that urban fringes are 

characterized with distortions in physical planning schemes, 

residential aesthetic harmony and invasion of the serenity of 

rural setting. However, the urban fringe setting does not exist 

without the advantages it offers to its advocates; which includes: 

relaxation from the hustle bustle of the city, spacious 

accommodation premises etc. Some literature has described it as 

causing confusion in the co-existence of ecological and social 

behavioral factors etc. 

 

RESEARCH ANALYSIS  Research Hypothesis 

The following research hypothesis shall be tested in this work: 

(a) The reasons given by the respondents as to why the urban 

residents prefer to locate their accommodation away from the 

core urban center of Owerri metropolis to the suburban area 

are statistically significant. 
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METHODS OF DATA ANALYSIS 

Tables and simple percentages have been used to analyze the 

responses to the research questionnaire. The responses from the 

respondents on the questions in the questionnaire are summarized 

in the Likert Scaling system. 

 The Test for Equality of the Population Mean,  , and a Constant, 

0 , are used to ascertain the significance or otherwise of the items 

to which the respondents have responded to. The procedure of the 

test, as outlined in Nwobi et al (2019) is as follows: 

 

The Test Hypotheses 

0H : 0   

1H : 0   

 

The Critical Value 

The critical value used in this test is the standard normal, denoted 

by Z, obtainable from the Statistical Tables, and is given as Z ; 

where   denotes the level of significance of the testing, which 

could be kept at 1%, 2%, 5%, 10% or any other value as may be deemed 

fit and appropriate for the test. 

 

The Test Statistic 

The Z test statistic is used in this test, and this is so because the 

sample size is large (N>30). The test statistic is given by, 

( )
2

0,  1
x

Z N
S n

−
=      (2.1) 

where, 

x  is the arithmetic mean,  

1

1
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i i
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f

=

=

=



;       (2.2) 

and S  is the Standard Deviation, 
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The Decision 

The decision rule for this test is such that the null hypothesis, 0H  is 

rejected if and only if the value of the test statistic so computed is 

greater or equal to the critical value. Otherwise, it is not rejected.  

 

The Conclusion 

The conclusion is such that if the null hypothesis is rejected, then 

the test is significant. Otherwise, the test is not significant. 

 

PRELIMINARY ANALYSES 

The responses from the copies of the questionnaires received from 

the respondents are firstly summarized and presented in frequency 

and percentage distributions and bar charts. 

 

Research Question 2: Respondents’ Selection of Three Major 

Locations the Middle Class Income Earners 

and the Elite Class in Owerri Migrate to in 

the Suburban Areas of the Metropolis.  

Table 3.1: Respondent’s Selection of Three Major Locations 

Location Frequency (f) Percentage (%) Ranking of 

Frequency 

Uratta 48 7.80 4 

Uzoagba 10 1.63 19 

Avu 96 15.61 1 

Obinze 67 10.89 2 

Mbieri 27 4.39 10 

Mgbirichi 6 0.98 22 

Okuku 3 0.49 24 
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Oforola 8 1.30 20 

Umuguma 50 8.13 3 

Ohii 30 4.88 8 

Ogbaku 19 3.01 13 

Irette 34 5.53 6 

Ubommiri 12 1.95 17 

Nworieubi 7 1.14 21 

Akabo 11 1.79 18 

Orogwe 20 3.25 12 

Egbu 24 3.90 11 

Emekuku 29 4.72 9 

Ihiagwa 14 2.28 15 

Eziobodo 5 0.81 23 

Naze 32 5.20 7 

Agbala 15 2.44 14 

Ulakwo 13 2.11 16 

Nekede 35 5.69 5 

Total 615 100.00  

 

Of all the suburban areas listed in Table 3.1, the middle class 

indivduals and elites in Owerri migrate mostly to Avu (15.61%), 

followed closely by Obinze (10.89%), Umuguma (8.13%), Uratta 

(7.80%), Nekede (5.69%), Irette (5.53%), Naze (5.20%), and so on up 

to Mgbirichi (0.98%), Eziobodo (0.81%), and the least being Okuku 

(0.49%). 

 

Research Question 3: On the Reasons for Relocation from Core 

Urban Center to the Suburban Areas: The 

Computation of the Average Responses 

The average response for each of the responses from the 

respondents on the reasons urban residents prefer to their 

accommodation away from the core urban center to the suburban 
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area in Owerri Metropolis are computed by using Equation (2.2), 

and the computations are presented in the tables below.  

 

Reasons for Relocation from Core Urban Center to the Suburban 

Areas 

Table 3.2: Ranking the reasons for relocation from core urban 

center to the suburb areas 

           (1 – Strongly disagree; 2 – Disagree; 3 – Neutral; 4 – Agree; 5 – 

Strongly Agree) 

S/No. Reasons 1 2 3 4 5 5

1

i i

i

f x
=

  
x  Approx. 

x  

A Tenants pay lower rents 

compared to those living in the 

core urban areas. 

2 1 2 19 181 991 4.83 5 

B Price of land is very low for 

those who build their own 

house. 

1 1 1 15 187 1001 4.88 5 

C The cost of living in the core 

urban center is very high. 

0 3 3 20 179 990 4.83 5 

D There is so much 

sophistication of social life in 

the core urban center. 

6 18 7 128 46 805 3.93 4 

E Noise and other environmental 

pollutions exist more in the 

core urban centers. 

2 14 10 85 94 866 4.22 4 

F The suburban locations 

guaranties more adequately 

lives and properties of the 

residents. 

10 18 8 112 57 803 3.92 4 

G One feels more at home in the 

suburban location as if he is in 

his indigenous village 

environment. 

6 20 6 120 53 809 3.95 4 

H One feels natural with the 

indigenous residents of the 

suburban locations. 

2 20 5 100 78 847 4.13 4 

I Land space in the premises for 

circulation is always more 

12 8 5 60 120 883 4.31 4 
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spacious in the suburban area 

than in the core urban center. 

J Farming activity is encouraged 

in the suburban area than in 

the core urban center. 

16 12 3 89 85 830 4.05 4 

 

HYPOTHESES TESTINGS 

The hypotheses testing in this section is carried out to ascertain the 

significance or otherwise of the reasons urban residents prefer to 

their accommodation away from the core urban center to the 

suburban area in Owerri Metropolis. 

The method is the Test for Equality of a Population Mean,  , and a 

Constant, 0 . The procedure of the test is as follows: 

 

 

The Test Hypotheses: 

0H : 0   (in this case, 0H : 2  ; since the Likert scale, 2 implied 

low or disagree as the case may be) 

1H : 0   (in this case, 1H : 2  ; since the Likert scale, 3 implied 

moderate or neutral while the Likert scales, 4 and 5, respectively 

stood for High and Very High or Agree and Strong Agree as the case 

may be). 

 

The Critical Value: 

The critical value used in this test is given as Z ; where   denotes 

the level of significance of the testing, which is this case is kept at 

5% (that is, 0.05 = ). It is worthy of note that, 0.05 1.645Z = . 

 

The Test Statistic: 

The Z test statistic is used in this test, and this is so because the 

sample size is large (N=205). The test statistic is as given in Equation 

(2.1). 
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The Decision: 

The decision rule for this test is such that the null hypothesis, 0H , is 

rejected if and only if the value of the test statistic so computed is 

greater or equal to the critical value (which, in this case is 1.645). 

Otherwise, it is not rejected.  

 

The Conclusion: 

The conclusion is such that if the null hypothesis is rejected, then 

the test is significant. Otherwise, the test is not significant. 

4.1 Reasons for Relocation from Core Urban Center to the 

Suburban Areas (Testing Hypotheses) 

 

Table 4.1: Reasons for Relocation from Core Urban Center to the 

Suburban Areas 

Reasons x  N Std. 

Dev. (

S ) 

2x
Z

S n

−
=  0.05Z  Decision Conclusion 

Tenants pay lower rents 

compared to those living 

in the core urban areas. 

4.83 5 0.552 11.464 1.645 
0H  

rejected 

Significant 

Price of land is very low 

for those who build their 

own house. 

4.88 5 0.448 14.375 1.645 
0H  

rejected 

Significant 

The cost of living in the 

core urban center is very 

high. 

4.83 5 0.509 12.432 1.645 
0H  

rejected 

Significant 

There is so much 

sophistication of social 

life in the core urban 

center. 

3.93 5 0.932 4.630 1.645 
0H  

rejected 

Significant 

Noise and other 

environmental pollutions 

exist more in the core 

urban centers. 

4.22 5 0.900 5.516 1.645 
0H  

rejected 

Significant 

The suburban locations 

guarantee more 

adequately security of 

3.92 5 1.049 4.093 1.645 
0H  

rejected 

Significant 
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lives and properties of 

the residents. 

One feels more at home in 

the suburban location as 

if he is in his indigenous 

village environment. 

3.95 5 0.969 4.500 1.645 
0H  

rejected 

Significant 

One feels natural with the 

indigenous residents of 

the suburban locations. 

4.13 5 0.930 5.121 1.645 
0H  

rejected 

Significant 

Land space in the 

premises for circulation 

is always more spacious 

in the suburban area than 

in the core urban center. 

4.31 5 1.095 4.717 1.645 
0H  

rejected 

Significant 

Farming activity is 

encouraged in the 

suburban area than in the 

core urban center. 

4.05 5 1.168 3.925 1.645 
0H  

rejected 

Significant 

 

It could be seen from Table 4.1, that at a critical value of 1.645 (given 

a level of significance, 0.05 = ), all the reasons given by the 

respondents as to why they think urban residents prefer to have 

their accommodation away from the core urban center to the 

suburban areas were all statistically significant. 

 

Research Question 4: On the Respondents’ Position if they 

support the Current Trend of Urban Middle 

Class Individuals and the Elites in Owerri 

Continued Migrate to the Suburban Fringes 

as Against the Core Urban Center 

      Table 4.2: Respondents’ Position if they support the Current 

Trend of Migration 

Response Frequency (f) Percentage (%) 

Yes 184 89.76 

No 21 10.24 

Total 205 100.00 
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Table 4.2 shows that about 89.76% (representing a very large chunk) 

of the respondents support the current prevalent trend of urban 

middle class income earners and urban elites in Owerri continued 

migration to live at the urban fringes as against the core urban 

center. 

 

SUMMARY, CONCLUTION AND RECOMMENDTION 

Summary 

Recently there has been at rending pattern where the city dwellers 

in Owerri metropolis recede to the suburban areas surrounding 

Owerri city center to form their residential abodes. They either to 

build their own residential houses or rent accommodation to live. 

The trend has got to very curious stage that mature minds started 

to inquire the cause of this trend. This investigative survey has so 

far been conducted and findings made accordingly. 

The middle class individuals and the elites in the society are the 
most vulnerable actors in the trend. An urban fringe or suburban 
area has been explained to be a residential area located outside the 
major city. Most invaded locations for the quest of residence in the 
suburban area is Avu and Obinze communities in Owerri West Local 
Government of Imo State, Nigeria. Explaining the reasons for their 
decisions to reside in the urban fringe the middle class individuals 
and the elites indicted the fact that among other issues: rents in the 
suburban areas are low; land prices are cheap; residential premises 
spaces are always larger; natural environment is enjoyed and the 
hustle bustle of the city center is reduced, noise pollution arising 
from activities is less in the suburban areas; urban farm activities are 
practiced in the suburban areas. 
 

Conclusion               
This study is concluding that: 

1. Urban fringes exist unconsciously to complement an existing 

urban area by offering services other than that sophisticated 
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residential, commercial and industrial services offered by 

major city center. 

2. Developments in fringes are not control thereby resulting to 

distortions in physical planning and 

development control.(c)Suburban development is an 

unavoidable process in city expansion process in that it form 

an anchor place for those urban residents that would want 

avoid the sophisticated lives in the core city area. 

3. Those that live in the urban fringe are mixed classes ranging 

indigenous residents to middle class group and few elites 

who are seeking greener locations to live. 

 

Among reasons why people go to live in the suburb area are 

because they enjoy lower rents, land price is affordable, 

environmental compatibility with nature, low cost of living, and 

non- sophisticated life style. 

 

Recommendations 

1.  As a complementary settlement to an existing city the sub 

urban settlement should be consciously integrated by 

authorities in the physical development scheme/processes of 

the main city by providing amenities and infrastructural 

facilities in the urban fringe settings. 

2. It is advisable for the metropolitan management authorities 

to consciously monitor the early signs in development 

encroachment into a conurbation zone so as to set in and put 

up the design of the layout in order to curtail the springing up 

of lackadaisical developments in the zone.                                      

3.  Migrants to the newly developing sprawl zones should be 

counseled to seek the expertise advices of professionals on 

how they institute the orientation of their developments in 

order to conform to the future planning schemes coming up 

in the zones. 
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4. Regulatory authorities should maintain copious over sites of 

possible sprawl zones surrounding the existing cities: since it 

has become obvious and imminent the urban fringe 

developments would eventually spring up in due course, then 

start to prepare to set in to establish those actions that will 

make the zones harmonious and less invasive when 

eventually developed to a sprawl area. 
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