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Introduction  

his study is concerned with migration, a 

theme which has immense impact on the 

lives of many Africans. It examines the 

relationship between migration and the plight 

of Africans in female-authored African fiction. 

Culture is dynamic and constantly changing as 

individuals adopts the beliefs, values, ideas that 

make up the cultural environment in which they 

live in. Africa is known for its long history of 

migration within and beyond the vast 

continent. It is estimated today that the 

number of people of African descent that live 

outside of the continent is close to 140 million, 

most in the Western Hemisphere (Shinn). The 

bulk of these immigrants lost their ties 

altogether with their countries of origin.  
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ABSTRACT 
The term 

‘migration’ is 

derived from a 

Latin word, 

‘magrare’ 

which means 

to ‘wander’ or 

‘to move’. The 

human nature 

is prone to 

change which 

could be 

voluntary and 

involuntary. 

Social 

scientists have 

traditionally 

defined 

migration as 

the more or 

less  
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Migrants that left their country in recent decades are able to keep in 

touch with their relatives and maintain economic, social and political 

relationships with their countries of origin mainly due to the rapid 

pace of globalization and continuously improvements cheaper 

communication possibilities, a fact that also contributed to the 

debate on the role of migration for development (Page and Plaza). 

Individuals have complex and often overlapping motivations for 

permanent movement of people across space (Peterson). African 

writers such as May Ifeoma Nwoye (Fetters and Choices) and 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adiche (Purple Hibiscus) write about how 

migration affects Africans, the conditions under which women 

travel to Europe for greener pastures and other related reasons. 

Through a gender analysis of Fetters and Choices and Purple Hibiscus 

by female authors, this paper explored the plight of African 

migrants. The development of gender and migration research and 

the key contributions that feminist migration scholars have made 

to our knowledge of labor migration, migrant families and social 

networks, transnationalism and citizenship, sex trafficking, and 

sexuality are highlighted. This study underscored the essence of 

feminist migration research and focuses on the gender and 

migration literature which explored women's experiences. The 

methodological and theoretical framework of this study is based on 

the integration of international migration and gender theory, which 

helped to interrogate the social process of migration, impacts on 

cultural hybridity, social networks, sex trafficking and the plights of 

African migrants. 

 

Keywords: African, gender, hybridity, labor, migration, sex 

trafficking, social networks. 



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
NOV., 2021 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJSSRA 
157 

SOCIAL SCIENCE RES. & ANTHROPOLOGY VOL.7 

ISSN: 2977-5745 

leaving their places of origin, including income (Naudé; Clemens; 

Docquier), political instability (Clemens), migrant network, 

institutions (Baudassé) and climate change (Beine). 

In this work we will discuss this wide concept of hybridity and how it 

affects the cultures and identities of African societies.  It has been 

widespread in postcolonial literature and most of postcolonial writers 

have dealt with the colonial process and are influenced by it; some 

have experienced exile and others, suffered from alienation within 

their homes. The frequent interaction creates a kind of mixture within 

the colonized people; they unconsciously found themselves blending 

their indigenous language with that of the colonizers. Furthermore, 

many aspects of colonial identity appeared in their original one. 

Postcolonial African writers like Chinua Achebe, who was influenced 

by English language, has constructed literary works written in English 

but characterized with the hybrid nature of their characters; his 

experience of colonialism has defined him and shaped the hybridity of 

his works. Many African writers of the first generation, Chinua Achebe, 

Wole Soyinka, Ngugi wa Thiong’o experienced forced migration for 

survival and this also influenced their works. 

The human nature is dynamic and prone to change which could be 

voluntary and involuntary. People go to any means to get basic 

amenities like food, shelter, housing etc. Social scientists have 

traditionally defined migration as the more or less permanent 

movement of people across space (Peterson) 

Migration is generally known as the movement of people from one 

country to another for economic, colonial, political, or social reasons. 

There are thus several factors determining why people voluntarily or 

forcefully migrate. Falola et al. (in Ladele and Omotayo) add that, 

there are cultural and spiritual dynamics associated with migration in 

Africa and the African diaspora.  
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Migration is one of the important global discourses among scholars 

today. Scholars and literary writers have examined its diverse facets 

and effects on the migrants and the host communities. Africa, in 

particular, has a long history of population movement aimed at 

restoring ecological balance and, more importantly, of individuals in 

search of subsistence: food, shelter, and security. In African pre-

colonial history, the kind of movement that is now regarded as 

international migration occurred over a wide area, restricted only by 

warfare (Aderanti,). Since then, migration has been on the rise, mainly 

directed towards Europe and driven by poverty, violence and 

sometimes inordinate ambition and the quest to pass through the 

window. Extreme poverty, starvation, warfare, and environmental 

degradation have become an African lot and image, hence fueling 

migration through any means necessary.  

Migration has been defined differently by scholars. Aina, for example, 

defines it as a spatial residential relocation over a relatively long period 

of time. This entails population   movement; including that across 

national boundaries. It also includes the internal migration of people 

(change of residence) for a long period of time. 

By the coming of colonial government, everything has changed; the 

colonization imposed its culture, traditions and language on the 

colonies that are forced to accept these new and different ways of life. 

As a way of communication between the colonizer and the colonized, 

the colonizer introduced his language through his educational system 

which eradicated the precolonial existing religions, customs and 

languages of African people. In the novel Things Fall Apart by Chinua 

Achebe, the Nigerian people were set to be under colonial control of 

the United Kingdom which have brought social, political, religious, 

traditional and cultural changes. (Forster17) reports that scholars 

believe that “migrations do not simply happen, they are produced and 
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migrations do not involve just any possible combination of countries. 

They are patterned.” He adds that, labor migrations, for example: are 

embedded in larger social, economic and political structures, and they 

are consequently bounded in their geography, duration, and size. 

There is a geopolitics of migration and there is the fact that migrations 

are part of systems: both set parameters for migrations… [We should] 

accept the fact that migration is not simply an aggregation of 

individual decisions, but a process patterned and shaped by existing 

politico-economic systems. (Foster17). In another study, (Samir) 

classified migration into clusters such as place of origin and of 

destination: rural–rural, rural–urban, urban–rural, urban-urban, and 

internal and international migrations. 

All over the world there are different cultures, and in every culture 

most people share compatible rules and values. These rules and values 

give a sense identity and belonging. Although every society is full of 

people with different personalities, some have similarities and yet 

unique. The fact that changes occur in cultures and belief because 

some other society have sold the ‘American dream ideology’ which 

was the hidden trick that encouraged Africans to migrate to the USA 

looking for a better life far from corruption, insecurity and poverty.  

 

MIGRATION IN MAY IFEOMA NWOYE’S FETTERS AND CHOICES AND 

PURPLE HIBISCUS 

These female authored books focus primarily on females who choose 

to migrate to a strange land for greener pastures. However, there are 

confronting issues like labor exploitation, brain drain which is 

portrayed through different characters in the novels. 

 May Ifeoma Nwoye in Fetters and Choices reveals African parents who 

put such pressures on their children, and offers a truly unsympathetic 

portrait in the character of Madam Agnes. The book teaches moral 
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lessons about what happens when young people fall prey to the undue 

expectations of greedy parents in a society that has lost its values. 

Migration has become the saving grace of most people in Africa and 

females are easily targeted and cajoled into accepting. Madam Agnes 

because of her love for money threw away all sanity and insisted her 

daughters migrate abroad to evade poverty. She is money hungry 

hence, easy prey for traffickers. She was easily manipulated with the 

‘abroad’ success story, she is so greedy that she pushed her favorite 

daughter Itohan into migrating to Italy for prostitution. Her 

orientation of Europe is that people succeed in there despite all odds. 

The relationship between Madam Agnes and her daughters is 

unbalanced, while Madam Agnes adores her younger daughter 

because she can easily manipulate her into doing her bidding. She 

detests her older daughter Blessing who she sees as a weakling like 

her father for refusing to accept her offer of going to Italy like her 

peers to fend for the family. She believes relocating to another country 

is the only saving grace, she has no regard for little beginning and she 

detests her poor lifestyle.  

The Egodis’ house represents poverty, the house where they live is 

said to be:  

Small and the house looked like patches of 

baked cracked mud, the windows made of 

pieces of wood. The rain, the wind and the 

sunlight had taken their turn in battering the 

unprotected abode… a depressing symbol of 

poverty (Fetters and Choices 7). 

 

Migration creates the desire for home, which in turn produces a 

longing for identity, a chance of belonging. Adiche’s literary 

production focuses on migration because the theme is recurrent in her 
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literary works. Her personal experience of migration is noticed 

because she has lived in America for years.  

The next basic reason for migration is education, in Purple Hibiscus 

Adichie portrays a type of emigration brain drain, especially through 

the characterization of Aunty Ifeoma, a University lecturer. The word 

“lottery” denotes chance. Intelligence or wealth does not guarantee a 

visa, but mere chance as the university lecturer, Ifeoma, explains from 

her experience in the novel Purple Hibiscus, talking about visa officers:  

I don’t know. If they are in a good mood, they 

will give you a visa, if not, they will refuse 

you. It is [like] what happens when you are 

worthless in somebody’s eyes. We are like 

footballs that they can kick in any direction 

they want to. (Purple Hibiscus 278) 

 

In the struggle for survival and success Madam Agnes’ character in 

Fetters and Choices is portrayed as selfish, devoid of real emotions that 

should be directed to her family, her love is based on conditions and a 

way to exploit others. It also talks about people’s hypocrisy and lack 

of moral scruple as the whole community knows the nature of Itohan's 

business, she is promised a job in Italy and rumor has it that every 

female ‘Fine boy’ has helped to Italy ends up engaging in prostitution. 

Madam Agnes and Itohan do not mind the nature of the job so far it 

gets them out of ‘this hell hole’, she would rather sell her soul to the 

devil for money. Itohan is treated like a celebrity on return from Italy 

and the author tries to call out the churches who gratefully is at her 

beck and call and accepts her thanksgiving offerings even when it is 

known the wealth is not from a moral business. People tend to lose 

their morals once it is associated with migrating to a better country 

because it means more money and exposure which is the common 
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means to them achieving their goal. The author also hints at the 

psychological damage to such women who migrate and engages in 

sinful acts ends up being exploited by the natives, some end up in 

prostitution, maids, labourers. The unfair treatment by the natives 

causes lots of damage which leaves African scarred for life. Itohan in 

Fetters and Choices keeps her feelings locked inside and cannot relate 

to people of her own age because of the kind of life she has led, she 

has been left to cater for herself and bear the brunt of the 

breadwinner at a very young age. The nature of her job traumatizes 

her, she was violated by the person who helped her migrate to Italy 

and this makes her almost invisible by going into her shell. 

Also, in Purple Hibiscus morals and dignity is pushed aside as the 

intended immigrant looks at the pretentious face of the consulate, 

powerfully expressed with a strong, fake smile that reduces human 

beings to playful objects, shows the lack of consideration that is done 

on purpose to discourage many from migrating. The visual scene is 

described in Osundare’s Waiting Laughter where he criticizes the 

attitude of the officers in Nigerian visa office towards the people. 

According to Osundare it is an office of fear and sorrow, an ‘awe-ffice 

(Waiting Laughter 11). Yet, it does not dissuade many who see 

migration as the only means of escaping poverty. Chiaku who is also a 

lecturer, cannot bear this brain drain complains about the intellectuals 

leaving Nigeria because they got a better offer abroad. She believes 

the only hope to make Nigeria better is reducing because of the rate 

at which young educated people travel abroad: 

The educated ones leave, the ones with the 

potential to right the wrongs. They leave the 

weak behind. The tyrants continue to reign 

because the weak cannot resist. (Purple 

Hibiscus 244). 
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There is the emphasis on brain drain, the emigration of talented, 

strong and skilled people from their countries of birth to another 

country. Usually, these people seek to maximize their revenues and 

make the most of their skills and talents, but this reason does not apply 

in Purple Hibiscus. In Chiaku’s words, brain drain stems from the 

tyranny of the government (Purple 244-45). The latter forfeits this 

elites’ migration to preserve their sit-tight policy. Aunty Ifeoma 

justifies her migration on educational ground, that is, to secure 

university education abroad for her children who cannot get it at 

home. When she confided to Chiaku that she sent her CV to Philippa in 

America, she (Chiaku) responds with surprise: “So you, too, Ifeoma.”? 

(Purple 244). Ifeoma then tells her: “It is not about me, Chiaku, who 

will teach Amaka and Obiora in university?” (Purple 244). This 

conversation between the two university lecturers shows that the 

decision of a promising, hard-fighting woman to leave her beloved 

university comes as a surprise to Chiaku. This event turns into a 

nightmare when one knows that she is not the first to migrate and she 

won’t be the last; she follows the example of many other colleagues 

so much so that the university lacks teachers to educate students. 

Which leads to Aunty Ifeoma’s decision to take her children away from 

Nigeria as many Educators and Intellects have found and still trying to 

find their ways out of Nigeria. This means Amaka and Obiora, will not 

benefit from university education if they remain in Nigeria.  

On the other hand, Fetters and Choices, a novel by May Ifeoma Nwoye 

examines migration as a faster means of climbing the social ladder and 

poverty alleviation gimmick, a problem that has skyrocketed because 

of poverty or economic woes. The novel centres on the family of 

Itohan Egodi, a teenage girl talked into migrating to another country 

for international prostitution by, her rather self-centred mother 

Madam Agnes, whose motto seems to be the phrase "Money is good". 
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She was obsessed with the good things of life irrespective of the 

current situation of poverty, she would whine, cry and complain of her 

situation. The feeling of entitlement drove her crazy as she blames 

practically everyone for her misfortune. She lacked morals as she 

blames her husband for not engaging in corruption, while his 

colleague did it to save money while in service.  Madam Agnes 

represents the world and material things as shown in the text in which 

money is the spur, and the justification for all things and would go to 

all length, even if her daughter has to migrate to a strange place to 

keep them out of poverty. 

Money, or the lack of it, is a major factor in the lives of the Egodis, 

whose house is "a depressing symbol of poverty". Itohan's father, 

Friday Egodi, is portrayed as a moral man, but socially backward, he is 

not happy about his condition, but has little control over poverty as 

good fortune refuses to shine its light on them. He does not believe in 

migrating to another country as a means to evade poverty, so he tried 

to dissuade Itohan from following her mother’s advice when his 

daughter came to bid him farewell to Italy “It seems that they have 

run-out of normal people in Europe, so they will depend on illiterates 

from Africa to work for them? I know it’s your mother that is putting 

these ideas into your head”. He tries to be a good father as he couldn’t 

provide financially for his family. He is a retired security guard once 

feared by robbers. Plagued by illness, he can no longer provide for his 

family and only inspires disdain in his greedy wife who resents him for 

her lowly condition. Madam Agnes believes that relocating outside the 

country is the answer to her prayers, so she tries to cajole her 

daughters into migrating to Italy for greener pasture. Envious of the 

financial comforts enjoyed by neighbors whose daughters are already 

in Italy, Agnes pins her hopes on Itohan as she cajoles her to see 

migrating to Europe (Italy) as the bright side of them escaping poverty 
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and even guilt trip her, telling the girl “It is young people like you that 

are taking the responsibility these days”. 

Migrating to America is part and parcel of Adichie’s wider purpose in 

the novel: Aunty Ifeoma and Chiaku represents the many Nigerians 

who think that they could improve their standards of living by leaving 

their country. This brain drain is mainly induced by bad governance 

which creates social unease. The leaders in Nigeria refuse to pay or 

increase meagre salaries which caused unhappiness in the lives of the 

workers. It is revealed through Aunty Ifeoma’s experience that “no 

lecturer has been paid for the last three months. They tell us the 

Federal Government has no money” (Purple 76). She also complains 

about the shortage of fuel:  

We have not had fuel for three months in 

Nsukka. I spent the night in the petrol station 

last week, waiting for fuel. And at the end, 

the fuel did not come. Some people left their 

cars in the station because they did not have 

enough fuel to drive back home. (Purple 76).  

 

Through the repetition of “fuel” the author makes readers feel how 

dramatic is this shortage of fuel in station in an oil- producing country. 

In such a situation of bad governance and anarchy, the university is in 

crisis, and the author invites the readers to see it as nothing but “a 

microcosm of the country.” (Purple 224) The military regime, in which 

“coup begat coup (…), a vicious cycle” (Purple 24), leads people to 

migrate, to find refuge elsewhere. Ifeoma and her family are not that 

poor. Yet, even endowed with material comfort, Ifeoma who suffers 

harassment at work, has to emigrate with her family to the USA.  

Young Itohan is young, daring and courageous, she seems primed for 

her mother's plans. She walks suggestively down the street, thriving 
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and conscious of the turning heads of boys and the women who watch 

her "with different feelings". When someone remarks that she "will 

get herself into trouble one of these days", Itohan gets furious and 

called them ‘Old fools’ and consoles herself that her fortune has 

changed as she will soon relocate outside the country ‘After today will 

they see me again’? Itohan later migrates to her new place in Italy. 

Earlier on in the novel, Father Egodi warns Itohan about Madam 

Agnes, saying: "She will ruin you." The words come to haunt the girl 

who realises too late that her youth has been sacrificed to her 

mother's greed. May Ifeoma Nwoye is scathing of parents who put 

such pressures on their children, and offers a truly unsympathetic 

portrait in the character of Madam Agnes. The book teaches moral 

lessons about what happens when young people fall prey to the undue 

expectations of greedy parents in a society that has lost its values. It 

also talks about people’s hypocrisy and lack of morals as the whole 

community knows the nature of Itohan's business, she is treated like a 

celebrity on return from Italy and the author tries to call out the 

churches who gratefully is at her beck and call and accepts her 

thanksgiving offerings even when it is known the wealth isn’t from a 

moral business. The special treatment given to Africans living abroad 

when they visit their hometown is also a situation to consider. Itohan 

is seen as superior to others because she has travelled to Europe and 

considered rich and influential. The author also hints at the 

psychological damage to such women who are victims of trafficking. 

Itohan keeps her feelings locked inside and cannot relate to people of 

her own age because of the kind of life she has led. She doesn’t believe 

in migrating for education reason or official work, but she believes in 

the get ‘rich quick syndrome’. 

Adichie in Purple Hibiscus mentions other personal reasons, such as 

wedding or friendly visit to a relative, that lead people to migration. It 
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is the case of a woman who is applying for a visa to partake in a 

wedding ceremony in America. She says to the visa officer:  

How can you refuse me a visa? I have shown 

you that I have money in the bank. How can 

you say I will not come back? I have property 

here, I have property. She kept saying that 

over and over: ‘I have property.’ I think she 

had wanted to attend her sister’s wedding in 

America. (Purple 278). 

 

The rhythmic scansion with “I have” highlights the woman’s 

possessions only to show that “the haves and have nots” alike, to 

paraphrase Ernest Hemingway’s and Tyler Perry’s crime drama, which 

portrays the same pitiless treatment from visa officers; wealth is not 

an assurance into acquiring a visa as it is now considered a game of 

luck. Examining Adichie and Nwoye’s works the integration of 

International migration and gender theory, it can be said that gender 

is conceptualized as a practice embedded in social relations shaped by 

race, class, sexuality and nationality. 

Adichie’s works in Purple Hibiscus, through Aunty Ifeoma’s migration 

to America, presents migration under two faces the positive and 

negative. First, in its positive aspect, it appears as a solution to social 

instability. Adichie makes the character of Ifeoma stand for the many 

Nigerians who think that they could improve their living conditions by 

leaving their country than by staying in such an unstable place. She 

shows Ifeoma and her children thriving in America. Kambili plans to 

visit them with her mother and her brother Jaja. In this light, migration 

appears to be a success. The negative part, Adichie presents most 

migrants as victims of disillusionment. Many of them do not meet 

good living conditions in America, the Oyinbo land. Oyinbo is a 
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Nigerian word which means “white man”. Some of the intelligentsia 

who went to the Oyinbo land have employments which have nothing 

in common with the training and degrees they received, and end up 

living “life as a second-class citizen in America.” (Purple 244).  

Chiaku tries to portray the condescending and inferior lives lived by 

our highly placed professional abroad that “every day our doctors go 

[to America] and end up washing plates for Oyinbo because the white 

men do not think we study medicine right. Our lawyers go to drive 

taxis because Oyinbo does not trust how we could study law in a 

lawless country.” (Purple 244). The training of the migrant 

intelligentsia is undervalued. They do menial jobs abroad just to make 

ends meet and also support their families in Nigeria. From being civil 

servants in their home country, they become domestic servants for 

white people, the oyinbo, in a country of many races. They were not 

expecting such a humiliating treatment. Even though they are paid, it 

is not the amount of money and status they dreamt of while migrating. 

Gender migration is used for this study; Gender is central to any 

discussion of the causes and consequences of migration, whether 

forced, voluntary or somewhere in between. The integration of 

gender analysis in migration studies first emerged in the 1970s and 

early 1980s with a conception of gender as an individual-level, static 

category determined at birth. Scholars have referred to this stage as 

the ‘add women and stir’ approach (Hondagneu-Sotelo 107; Indra 1-22; 

Kofman et al). It is recognized that a person’s sex, gender, gender 

identity and sexual orientation shape every stage of the migration 

experience. 

According to the International Organization for Migration 

(IOM), gender “refers to the socially constructed roles and 

relationships, personality traits, attitudes, behaviors, values, relative 

power and influence that society ascribes to people based on their 
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assigned sex. Gender is relational and refers not simply to women, 

men or other gender groups, but to the relationship between them. 

Although notions of gender are deeply rooted in every culture, they 

are also changeable over time and have wide variations both within 

and between cultures” (IOM, 2015). 

This study evaluates the determinants and selection patterns of 

female migration in the case of Itohan in Fetters and Choices, Aunty 

Ifeoma in Purple Hibiscus and female-driven remittances, as well as the 

impact of female migration at destination and on the communities 

from which they originated. more female migrants are migrating 

independently for work, education and as heads of households. 

Despite these improvements, female migrants may still face stronger 

discrimination, are more vulnerable to mistreatment, and can 

experience double discrimination as both migrants and as women in 

their host country in comparison to male migrants. Globally, Female 

migrants comprise somewhat less than half, 135 million or 48.1 per 

cent, of the global international migrant stock (UN DESA, 2020). The 

share of female migrants has declined from 49.4 per cent in 2000 to 

48.1 per cent in 2020, whereas the proportion of male migrants grew 

from 50.6 per cent in 2000 to 51.9 per cent in 2020 (ibid.). The slightly 

larger presence of males in the international migrant stock is also 

reflected in the proportion of male migrant workers.  There were more 

male international migrant workers, 83.7 million or 55.7 per cent, than 

female, 66.6 million or 44.3 per cent in 2013 (ILO, 2015).  In 2017, the 

estimated share of male migrant workers had increased to 58.4 per 

cent and female migrant workers had decreased to 41.6 per cent (ILO, 

2018). At 63.5 per cent and 48.1 per cent respectively, the labour force 

participation rate of migrant women was higher than that of non-

migrant women in 2017. This pattern holds true in all groups of 

countries except low-income countries (ibid.). Since 2013, the labour 

https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/about-iom/gender/C-106-INF-8-Rev.1-IOM-Gender-Equality-Policy-2015-2019.pdf
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force participation rates of female migrants are higher than that of 

non-migrant women, but there is little difference in the labour force 

participation rates of male migrants compared to non-migrant males 

(ILO, 2015, 2018). 

In her work on migration originating in Asia, Oishi (2005) proposes 

what she calls an ‘integrative approach’ in which she combines 

structural elements (mostly state policies) with cultural norms and 

women’s access to power within their families to explain differential 

rates of women’s migration from countries that are similarly located in 

global economic systems. Studies incorporating analysis of employer 

recruitment and state-employer cooperation to increase certain labor 

flows have illustrated how shifting gender relations within families has 

opened up new opportunities for women to migrate and contributed 

to new female migration flows (Buchan, Cheng; George). And some 

feminist studies of gender relations in migrant households have shown 

that men’s and women’s roles are hardly static, but rather shift in 

accordance with the changing socioeconomic contexts of sending and 

receiving countries (Hondagneu-Sotelo; Kibria ; Mahler 690; Menjivar). 

Feminist migration scholarship has uncovered a variety of gendered 

patterns of eco-nomic push and pull dynamics that lead to different 

migration experiences for women migrants compared to men. Whole 

industries have shifted to hiring predominantly immigrant women 

(Safa 418; Tienda et al.), yet immigrant women still face many dis-

advantages in their access to social networks (Livingston; Menjivar) 

that shapes their costs and benefits of migrating. Immigrant women’s 

opportunities for employment are not only shaped by opportunities in 

the host country by home country opportunities as well. For example, 

women’s access to education in their home countries affects their 

competitiveness with male compatriots vying for limited immigration 

visas (Donato). And home cultural norms have been found to have a 
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greater influence over some immigrant women’s likelihood of 

employment than their human capital characteristics (Heering37; 

Read) 

Feminist migration research has also explored gender among 

immigrant children, both the first (foreign-born) and second (native-

born with foreign-born parents) generations. Studies of second 

generation Caribbean children indicate that girls experience more 

success in school than boys in part because they are motivated to 

succeed and avoid the hard life their mothers lead (Lopez). American-

born children of immigrant parents often bristle under the weight of 

their parents’ cultural expectations (which frequently run contrary to 

American cultural norms), and daughters bear a much greater 

responsibility than sons to uphold cultural norms. These norms often 

involve sexual purity and virtue, so consequently second generation 

girls experience much less freedom than boys (Espiritu 415p). 

However, migration presents a new set of cultural norms that can be 

used to negotiate with normative values of sexuality from the sending 

country, belying the idea that ‘traditional’ culture is somehow 

stagnant and immutable (Gonzales-Lopez).  

One of the fastest forms of organized crime (United Nations 2002), sex 

trafficking has become a growing component to the overall 

movement of peoples across borders. But despite its growing 

importance and its connection to systems of exploitation and 

gendered demands for women’s labor that encourages more 

voluntary forms of migration, research on sex trafficking is not widely 

incorporated into the broader migration literature. Despite calls from 

some scholars that trafficking be conceptualized as one end of a 

continuum of labor migration (Mix and Piper 53p; Piper and Roces 

2003) and the connections feminist scholars have made between sex 

trafficking and other forms of violence that uproot women from their 
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homelands. feminist migration scholars have made clear is that gender 

is more than an individual-level binary category ascribed at birth. In 

fact, some feminist scholars would argue that gender is not an 

individual characteristic at all. It is, rather, a system of power relations 

that permeates every aspect of the migration experience. One cannot 

understand the opportunities or barriers to migrate, nor the economic 

upward mobility of some and the downward mobility of others, nor 

the desire to settle or return, without understanding how migrants are 

embedded in a gendered system of relations, with one another and 

with macro-structures such as global labor markets or states. 

 

CULTURAL HYBRIDITY IN FETTERS AND CHOICES AND PURPLE 

HIBISCUS 

Hybridity has appeared as a socio-cultural concept which refers to the 

cultural mixture and fusion in Africa during and after the colonial 

period. The concept of cultural hybridity is a useful theory in 

understanding marginalized writers’ experiences and their struggle to 

obtain a full cultural identity. Hybridity seeks to add some nuance to 

ways in which individuals form an identity and combines two diverse 

cultures and/or traditions all at the same time (Anthias 625). Hybridity 

addresses the concept of transculturation and allows individuals to 

dialogue with cultural components and embrace multiple identities 

(Morejón 229). It encompasses a variety of cultural components that 

pertain to self-identity and asserts that most individuals contend with 

negotiating multiple identities in different spaces whether it is through 

religion, race, ethnicity, and other factors. For this reason, forging 

identities can be a form of resistance to dominant homogeneous 

cultural forms (Anthias 626). 

In these literary texts, Nwoye’ Fetters and Choices and Adiche’s Purple 

Hibiscus depicts the post-colonial life by using African oral traditions, 
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and depending on the English language to represent the hybrid 

identity, culture, and language of the African experience. Adichie’s 

Purple Hibiscus describes a Nigerian girl named Kambili Achike who is 

divided between the rigid doctrine of Catholicism, Igbo culture and its 

religious practices. Also, in Fetters and Choices Blessing tries to fit into 

the Christian doctrine (obeying your husband as the head of the 

house) and also being torn trying to maintain her dignity/sanity. In 

each novel, these hybrid characters go beyond society’s limited 

definitions of identity by creating a new identity that includes aspects 

of both their father and mother. Each female protagonist eventually 

tries to find ways of merging two opposite cultures without creating 

more hierarchies and privileging one identity over the other. One of 

the protagonists in Fetters and Choices Blessing tries to obey the 

Christian doctrine while she remains oppressed in her marriage and in 

the Church.  

Adiche’s Purple Hibiscus shows the relationship between the female 

protagonist and her father as strained, the father, Eugene is portrayed 

as unbending and a dictator. Eugene rejects tradition, but embraces 

values of the dominant culture. Conversely, the mother Beatrice links 

her daughter to a forgotten, overlooked indigenous heritage. While, in 

Nwoye’s Fetters and Choices the father maintains traditions and 

cultures diligently, Madam Agnes known as the mother is portrayed as 

devoid of cultural values. She is of modern belief and does not hold 

traditions dear. In each novel, however, the female protagonist 

struggles to form an individual self-separate from the two identities 

imposed on her. For this reason, she is torn between two cultures 

which bring to the forefront the following questions: Is cultural 

identity enforced on individuals? Do we have agency when it comes to 

forming our identities? 
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The years of puberty and adolescence, addressed in each novel 

through the female protagonist, are characterized by fundamental 

changes and challenges, and these are the years when each 

protagonist finds her identity and develops her own unique ideals 

aside from her parents’ values. As they change from child to 

adolescent, the protagonists’ relationship with their parent’s changes. 

Each novel addresses this change and demonstrates how in some 

ways our identities are constructed and in other ways we do have 

agency in choosing our identities. In the home culture, each female is 

exposed to a fixed identity, but when she moves outside her home life, 

she is able to develop her own values aside from the worldviews of her 

parents. For this reason, the female protagonist’s rebellion of home 

culture suggests that Kambili and Blessing eventually have agency in 

constructing their identities. 

Blessing and her sister Itohan in Fetters and Choices are raised by 

African parents and are taught to remain oppressed even when they 

make wrong decisions in order to look respectful. Blessing was 

oppressed and maltreated by her mother especially before she left the 

house, she became stuck with the mentality that it is better to remain 

silent while being oppressed in order to fit into the societal standard 

of being a good woman. Blessing and Itohan allowed their mother to 

control their lives, especially Itohan which led to her destruction. 

Blessing represents all African daughters who are meant to answer to 

her parents, husbands and the Church. The moment she left the 

shackles of cultural standard, she tries to find herself. This need for 

identity led her to happiness and fulfilment.  

Migrants are bound to imitate the culture and way of life of the 

country they migrate to as they try to blend in order not to be too 

different. In Purple Hibiscus, Adichie makes the reader follow the 

process of hybridization by focusing on the case of one family, namely 
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Ifeoma and her children. Once in America, they have to adjust to a new 

culture. On arrival, Ifeoma’s daughter would complain about a lack of 

enough time for family life as they had back home in Nigeria. She says:  

There has never been a power outage and hot 

water runs from the tap, but we don’t laugh 

anymore, she writes, because we don’t have 

the time to laugh, because we don’t see one 

another. (Purple 301). 

 

With the use of the contrastive word “but” in the dialogue between 

mother and daughter, the author is comparing and contrasting two 

cultures to enable the readers to see the passage from one culture to 

another. The author discusses how life is for Aunty Ifeoma and her 

family as it is strange and almost robotic in the abroad, compared to 

the warm feeling of identity and belonging while in Nigeria. At the 

opposite of Nigeria, in America, things are turned upside down as 

material comfort takes precedence over sociability. Migrants suffer to 

blend in a new environment, they are used to the African way of life as 

there is togetherness compared to the white man’s land. The process 

of migrants’ settling in or hybridization, Adichie powerfully compares 

it to “monkeying.” In Purple Hibiscus, the novelist makes Chiaku share 

her experience of hybridization with Aunty Ifeoma, telling her that “All 

[her] years in Cambridge, [she] was a monkey who had developed the 

ability to reason” (Purple 244). She denounces this social prejudice 

against blacks. The hybridity that permeates the setting, the place 

where characters live, demands from the reader extra effort to 

familiarize with the setting or to develop a type of “migrating reading” 

where the mind moves from one common and familiar place to an 

unknown one. What is fictitious to the reader who has not migrated is 

but reality for the experienced migrant reader.  
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Nwoye’s Fetters and Choices used Itohan to portray a migrant’s 

character. There is a different admiration and respect for people who 

travel back to Nigeria from ‘obodo oyibo’ (white man’s land), they are 

sometimes given chieftaincy position, treated superior in the society. 

It is widely believed in Nigeria that migrants are better off and richer 

than the others that chose to stay back in Nigeria. Itohan who was sex 

trafficked to Italy is treated like a celebrity on return from Italy and the 

author tries to call out the churches who gratefully is at her beck and 

call and accepts her thanksgiving offerings even when it is known the 

wealth isn’t from a moral business. The hybridity is portrayed as Itohan 

sashays boldly around as if she thinks she is better than everyone. She 

represents the foreign culture as she is considered wayward and 

rebellious because she behaves like an ‘Oyinbo’ woman. African girls 

are taught to be submissive and inferior to the males in order to be 

accepted in their community and anything contrary is frowned upon, 

like the air of confidence or any commanding acts from African 

women.  

 

CONCLUSION 

This paper analyzed the effect of migration of African origin to Europe 

and other countries and the plights of Africans. This study is a 

burgeoning literature that has made significant contributions to 

understanding the inclusion of gender and the aspect of migration 

experience. Migration due to poverty causes hardship and emotional 

drainage, this type of hardship is what Africans are facing while they 

migrated to Europe or other countries they get involved in all sort of 

criminal act; prostitution, drug-abuse, theft, rubbery and so on. 

Migration due to education leads to brain drain and has psychological 

effects on the migrant. The absence of their menfolk and parental love 

as the socially ordained ‘protectors’ exposes women to grave forms of 
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harassment and abuse. The study recommended that interventions by 

the Government/Organizations have an indirect, preventive effect on 

fighting exploitation and enhancing economic opportunities for the 

poor. Government and NGO support is needed for returned migrants 

to readjust and use their new skills and experiences. Support is needed 

from families and spouses to consolidate gender changes such as 

women’s increased self-confidence greater involvement in 

reproductive roles. Development cooperation agencies should 

undertake more research and produce more documentation (or 

support such activities) on gender and internal and international 

migration, particularly in under-researched areas such as Africa and on 

under-researched themes such as the gendered aspects. 
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