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Introduction  

igeria presents a  picture of the best 

and worst of what African states offer 

the world. It is made up of over 250 

different ethnic groups and languages enriched 

as a crossroads between various forms of 

religion as Christianity, Islam, and indigenous 

beliefs, and Western, Arab, and native 

influences. Its large area holds productive 

agricultural land and immense deposits of oil 

and natural gas rated as 10th and 8th largest, 

respectively, in world reserves .Nigeria 

possesses international political clout through 

its strong military forces and active role in 

peace operations, as well as its recognized 

diplomatic leadership in international 

organizations like: the Organization of the 

Islamic Conference (OIC); Organization of 

Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC); as a  
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ABSTRACT 
This study is to 

access the 

causes of 

instability in 

Nigeria and its 

implication for 

development: 

an appraisal. 

Nigeria 

presents a 

picture of the 

best and worst 

of what 

African states 

offer the 

world. It is 

made up of 

over 250 

different 

ethnic groups 

and languages  
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founding member in the 

African Union  (AU) and the 

Economic Community of 

West African States 

(ECOWAS). Its population of 

about 250 million also makes 

it by far the most populous 

country in Africa and the 7th 

most populous in the world. 

Nigeria is richly blessed. 

Nigeria also demonstrates 

many of the problems that 

plague much of Africa’s 

stability and progress. 

Nigerians have routinely 

endured strife along their 

many internal differences, 

from the bloody 1967-70 civil 

war to the one million 

Nigerians displaced by 

internal turmoil between 

1999 and 2021. Its large  

natural resources brings in 

much sought after/ needed 

foreign revenue, but is high 

in  corruption, inter-ethnic  

conflict, and degradation to 

the environment and 

agricultural livelihoods. Its 

history since independence 

enriched as a crossroads between 

various forms of religion as 

Christianity, Islam, and indigenous 

beliefs, and Western, Arab, and 

native influences. The Nigeria is rated 

among countries boiling in the world 

at the moment. The study find out 

that there are millions of lives lost 

over the past few years. Also shown 

that property worth millions have 

been lost within the period under 

review. The study found out that the 

major cause of crisis is what can be 

considered as irresponsible 

government. The study concluded 

that there may not be permanent 

solution to the problems of crisis in 

Nigeria but little efforts are being 

made to return the country to the 

path of peace .The study 

recommended that there is need for 

dialogue between the Government 

and the various secessionist groups 

in the country before the whole thing 

gets out of hand. 
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in 1960 has been tossed by political tumult with numerous military 

coups and autocratic governments, and above all, the kind of 

democratic government that is practised leaves much to be desired 

It boasts of a poor human rights record. Such problems have hobbled 

the economic, social, and human development in Nigeria, which 

suffers a low gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (purchasing 

power parity) of $2,500 (175th in the world), literacy rate of only 61 

percent, life expectancy of 47.6 years (220th in the world), and poverty 

rate at 70 percent, all making Nigeria one of the 20 poorest countries 

per capita in the world. The country is noted as a hub for cyber crimes, 

drug and human trafficking, piracy, and nascent native extremism, as 

well as disease and general human suffering. And again, the activities 

of the dreaded sect the BokoHaram, kidnappers, Myietti Allah and 

Bandits taking school children and university undergraduates  hostage 

seeking  randsom is an issue for yet another day.  Nigeria is a troubled 

land. This paradox of a nation offers much to its citizens and the world, 

but Nigeria has been unable to deliver on its potential or realize its 

aspirations. Although currently in a positive trend of strong economic 

growth and improving democratic resilience the fundamental 

problems that have challenged Nigerian progress throughout its 

history remain simmering. These problems have been ascribed to 

many complex causes, including its colonial legacy, international 

intrigue, poverty, and cultural and religious conflicts, that leave Nigeria 

sometimes tottering at the edge of instability and liable to fracturing. 

However, the root cause for these and other problems may be the 

result of the political economy of Nigeria and the resulting centrifugal 

and centripetal forces that hold Nigeria as a unified state in the 

balance. To test this assertion, this study will explain the definition of 

political economy employed here, why Nigeria wavers sometimes on 

the edge of failing as a state through the negative interaction of 
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competing economics, politics, and societies; and the resulting 

corruption and ossified fault lines that could splinter the state. It then 

makes modest recommendations for the improvement of the Nigerian 

economy.  

 

THE MAJOR CAUSES OF INSTABILITY IN NIGERIA 

 Nigeria is a rich mix of many languages, beliefs, religions, customs, and 

agricultural cum political systems. Such diversity could be a national 

strength for the country, but these differences are more often 

accentuated to gain advantage for a group or individual at the expense 

of the general welfare of the whole people. This is particularly true in 

an environment of limited resources and a declining political or 

economic order in which people tend to band together into ethnic, 

religious, or other groups to better compete against those not of the 

same inclination with them. The politicization of such diversity in 

Nigeria by its elite  identity for their manipulation and these groups are 

often organized into Mafia-like associations used as pawns on the 

chessboard of the political elite. Although control over spoils from the 

political economy may be the ultimate motivating force for fracturing 

and violence in Nigeria, the splits occur along many identifiable cultural 

and regional lines over power and distribution of public resources. 

Since the mid 2015, the violence attributed to religious, ethnic, 

political, and economic factors has increased in Nigeria,  with 

thousands of  deaths under civilian rule from 1999 till date 

,Okonkwo(2021) . Mass media perceptions may spotlight cultural 

grounds for Nigeria’s violence,political failure and the will to satisfy 

various individual aggrandized interests.   

Conflict between the approximately 50 percent of Nigerians who are 

Muslim and the 40 percent who are Christian is the most obvious of 

the religious conflicts in the news, since it is easy to differentiate and 
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demonize others, and exhortations to violence acquire greater 

potency once framed in religious terms. As in some other parts of the 

world, Islamic movements in Nigeria seek political reform to conform 

with religious beliefs or traditional practices, especially in 

education,Obichere (2021). Since first demanded in 1978, these 

movements have attained full implementation of sharia law in nine 

Northern Nigerian states, but with accompanying widespread protest 

and violence killing thousands of people and displacing whole 

communities that remain divided and polarized. During the height of 

the clashes in February 2000, then President Obasanjo declared the 

resulting fighting the worst violence since the civil war. In response to 

imposition of Muslim law and the fear of an agenda to make all of 

Nigeria an Islamic state, some states in the southeast, most vocally 

Cross Rivers, have threatened to implement Christian law within her 

own state and area of control .Though violence over sharia’s 

implementation has since declined, it remains a constitutional tension 

between the right to worship and secular values. Within Islam, intra 

religious tensions abound. Boko Haram operates in many states in 

Nigeria today. It has claimed responsibility for numerous terrorist 

attacks against Christians and government targets that have killed 

thousands of people since 2003, including the 2011 bombing of the 

United Nations (UN) Nigerian headquarters in Abuja and the 2012 

vehicle-born suicide attacks against senior military officers attending 

church at the Nigerian Armed Forces Staff College. 

 

 Al-Qaeda Network and Boko Haram sects. 

 For decades, religious fighting has been reported as a major cause of 

violence in Nigeria, and it is indeed a convenient foil for mustering 

support groups. On the surface, religious tensions may explain some 

long-term conflicts like those between Muslim Fulanis and Christian 
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Berom and Tarok in the central Plateau State, in which, for example, 

Taroks are accused of killing hundreds and burning 72 villages in 2002 

and 2003.Onething that must be established is the fact that these sect 

of people kill and maim people with reckless abandon, they care little 

or nothing about what happens with the economy and the and the 

future of the nation.(the emphasis is mine)   

However, this antagonism is more probably a classic economic conflict 

between pastoralists ,herdsmen and farmers, as suggested by the 

Catholic archbishop of Abuja  describing tensions as old as the Cain and 

Abel teaching revered in both religions. Numerous cases of interfaith 

cooperation do exist throughout Nigeria with for example, the 

Yoruba, one of the three largest ethnic groups of Nigeria, split among 

Muslims, Christians, and animist followers who peacefully coexist in 

their cities and households. In northern Nigeria, far more cases abound 

of defused conflicts, interfaith consultation, and emphasis on 

tolerance and respect from Christian and Muslim leaders than are 

reported. When manipulated, religious differences can become a 

divisive political tool, adding legitimacy to efforts pursuing power and 

economic gain, and it is in this light that such conflicts should be 

examined. Mobilizing religious groups has been an important tool in 

Nigerian politics. Although individual Muslims and Islamic groups are 

found throughout the country, they are most concentrated and 

religiously politically active in the nineteen northern predominantly 

Muslim states. For them, Islamic identity fosters a regional unity and 

maintains established privileges for the elite, especially through 

controversial demands for sharia law.The Islamic faith rejects the 

modern secular Western imperative to separate religious and political 

activities, and since the 9th century, when Islam first arrived in present 

Nigeria, it has been extensively used by indigenous rulers to legitimize 

their rule and organize their lands from the early Kanem Borno Empire 
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to the 19th century Sokoto caliphate. Conversions from indigenous 

beliefs to Islam were often heartfelt but could also be forced, with 

some minorities opposing coercion by instead embracing Christianity, 

with the later advantage of associating with European systems during 

British rule. Jihad by the people was also used by the great Uthman 

dan Fodio in the early-1800s, to fight against the elite who exploited 

the people of his day and also to go on to establish the Sokoto 

Caliphate and show how mobilization of the faithful could be an agent 

of change.  That method is still used today by extreme groups like Boko 

Haram and some northern politicians who think they can control it for 

their own purposes. The rise of Boko Haram, and the Maitatsine unrest 

before it, may lay outside the dynamics of the political economy 

motivations discussed in this monograph and would greatly 

complicate the quelling of internal divisions in Nigeria should it gain a 

real following in the country. Both Muslim and Christian leaders have 

politicized their faithful’s allegiance to mobilize and give dignity to 

marginalized constituents, demonize opponents, and gain power 

since “religion provides a legitimizing framework for violence that 

would otherwise be considered unacceptable.”124 Religion, then, is a 

fast, easy way to obtain and manipulate power in Nigeria—fighting 

over position and power rather than developing and delivering 

relevant policies and political platforms. Thus, for decades, sectarian 

violence has become a weapon for economic and political gain, 

including communal distribution of public resources and religiously 

oriented legal structures, through such overt uses as religious verses 

in political songs to burning rival houses of worship. Mobilizing 

religious movements for political causes often brings a sense of 

empowerment to the marginalized members of society and this in a 

sense gives them respite, Okonkwo (2021) .  
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SELFISH INTEREST OF THE POLITICAL CLASS/ELITES IN NIGERIA. 

One thing must be clearly stated here, Nigerian politicians are self 

seeking, they care little or nothing about what happens to their 

subjects or the led. They  do everything within their powers to 

suppress, control and dominate the people they are leading and 

ensure they perpetuate their stay in office making absolute sure that 

no one ‘coughs’. It has been observed in Nigeria that the politicians are 

only known for touring the whole continents of the world seeking 

where to set up  businesses that will enhance their wealth ,it is 

disheartening that the politicians care not at all of the benefits that the 

people stand to  benefit from the businesses or projects. The often 

attend to issues or challenges that concern them or construct roads or 

projects that will benefit them. The people who feel displeased with 

what is going on take to violence and this culminate in chaos, crisis and 

hulabalo. 

 

CULTURAL AND SOCIAL FACTORS 

It is no longer news that the Nigerian society as it look nowadays 

encourage violence. The people no longer see violence as being akin 

to development and seeing it as being part of the system. That is why 

several groups have sprang up over the past few years. The   worse of 

it all is that the Government of the day is grappling  with the issue of 

crisis in the country. It is a very bad scenario all over the country. It is 

sympathetic to see videos of millions of people and  Nigerians 

murdered in cold blood every day. It is becoming more alarming by the  

day as people keep dying every minute.  

 

NIGERIAN STABILITY NEEDS 

Nigeria’s importance to Africa’s  interests stems from its towering 

political, economic, and demographic influence in Africa, and its rich 
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natural resources and market potential. This is true, however, only 

while Nigeria remains a functioning integrated state. The  rest of the 

world, maintains an interest in the viability of Nigeria; as the 2006 

Congressional Budget Justification for Foreign Operations notes, 

disruption of supply from Nigeria would represent a major blow to the 

oil security strategy of the. As this treatise has shown, however, 

Nigeria is under considerable internal pressure over power and spoils 

through competing regional, religious, and ethnic camps that have 

racked it with chronic and severe violence to the point of fracturing. 

Since its independence, the internal political divisions in Nigeria have 

increased from three to four in 1963 to 12 in 1967 (to unsuccessfully 

counter the Biafran secession), to 19 in 1976, to 21 in 1987, to 30 in 1991, 

and to 36 in 1996. A call for an additional 35 states in 1994 was ignored 

by the framers of the 1999 constitution in an apparent effort to 

stabilize the situation and halt further fracturing. As many of the past 

problems that have caused fragmentation continue, mismanagement 

of a recurring economic downturn or periodic political crisis by the 

country’s elite in the current inflammatory ethnic and religious 

environment could again result in the need for force to keep the brittle 

state unified. Evidently, various Northern states like 

Maiduguri,Zamfara,Borno and Plateau among many others have had a 

fair share of their own crisis in the country over the past few months 

or years leaving much to be desired. Although causes for the 

devolution of the Nigerian state are clearly the power and spoils of the 

political economy using its ready religious, ethnic, and regional 

factions, those alone are probably not sufficient for the breakup or 

failing of the country. Despite its present strains, Nigeria currently 

remains a functioning and influential state to the extent needed by 

Nigerian and outside interests. Under what conditions, then, could this 

balance tip into more dire circumstances? This section analyzes the 
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possibility and gravity of Nigeria’s political stability as an incentive to 

consider this treatise’s conclusions and the recommendations that 

follow. Parceling a state along cultural divides is an often used means 

to diversify power and reduce minority fears of domination by 

stronger groups. Despite its good intentions, though, subdividing 

Nigeria has encouraged the worst in parochial self-serving activities, as 

unrelenting violence and political machinations show. Splintering is a 

means to reduce a rival’s power when sparring over the political 

economy, as occurred in 1963  with the forced partition of the Western 

Region; it was also a means to reduce the strength of the oil-rich 

Eastern Region during the civil war, Okoro (2015) 

Subdivisions entrench a state’s majority group in its local power, but 

this method may also undermine a dominant group when a minority 

succeeds in subdividing again to create new majority groups in smaller 

states.198 The allure of devolution includes creating new patronage 

opportunities within ethnic constituencies and controlling wealth 

distributed by the federal government.199 Subdividing, however, 

weakens each of the states with respect to the central government, as 

smaller, less viable states are essentially obligated to federal officials 

for revenue and patronage in order to operate,Elvis(2012) .Officials 

also used the creation of new states as a ‘diversionary tactic’ from the 

need to address the causes of economic and political problems rather 

than just their cultural symptoms. One procedural technique tried to 

counter devolution, but made the situation worse when sharing public 

revenue from the central government to the states did not ensure 

fealty to the country. This occurred because the distribution formula 

gave a fixed amount to each state and an allowance for its population, 

which became an incentive to create more states, since that would 

ensure an increased amount of the fixed dividend without reducing 

the proportional amount received for population. For these reasons, 
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Nigeria has fragmented throughout its history, and recent policies 

have sought to counter this devolutionary trend. If internal 

fragmenting is clearly an existing pressure within the Nigerian polity, 

what additional forces might push the state to break up? The basic 

answer to the question is the worsening and deteriorating state of the 

economy,Okonkwo(2021).Paul Collier and Anke Hoeffler examined the 

political economy of secession and found that secessionist 

communities did so when they perceived an economic advantage to 

do so. Although such an advantage was not the only way to motivate 

secession, it was a particularly potent method. An additional economic 

characteristic enabling secession occurs when the economic 

advantage, often a lucrative natural resource like oil or cocoa, is 

spatially concentrated so that an identity group might coalesce around 

it. Nigeria, with its dependence on oil exports from the southern part 

of the country, is thus prone to secession, as Biafra (and the still active, 

if small, Igbo Movement for Actualization of the Sovereign State of 

Biafra) and the more recent Niger Delta insurgency have shown. The 

relatively prosperous southwest Yoruba region is a geographically 

concentrated ethnic group with a natural resource, cocoa, associated 

with civil conflict and smoldering autonomy and secession movements 

since the 1990s till date 2021. Normally, more control over economic 

resources is only one of several grievances declared for secession, as 

the Niger Delta  website shows by also citing greed; 

disenfranchisement; educational and health inequality; and ethnic, 

religious, and gender discrimination as grounds for independence. 

Political control over native economic resources, however, would 

solve many other existing problems, and thus could be a spur toward 

partition. Economically richer regions with concentrated ethnic 

groups, like some of Nigeria’s southerners who feel politically 

dominated by northerners and economically exploited, set the stage 
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for internal divisions to grow into independence Lucky (2019)  

Concentrated resources may actually create the identity groups 

necessary to begin a secession movement. The use of terms like tribe, 

ethnic groups, and nations are amorphous in a society as complex as 

Nigerias’ and cultural allegiances and designations may shift. During 

the Nigerian civil war, many south eastern people associated 

themselves with the Igbo movement to create Biafra, as it was a viable 

means to regional political independence and increased economic 

wealth. Most of these same groups annulled their relationship with 

the Igbo people and renounced the Biafra movement after defeat. 

Ethnic determination is neither definitive nor static in Nigeria and 

often based on 19th century European designations of convenience 

because true Nigerian cultural associations are multifaceted and often 

indistinct. For example, the concept of a ‘Delta People’ is being 

developed to bring together over 60 disparate groups or more  in the 

Niger River Delta region to create their own identity as part of a 

political process for greater control over economic resources and  

development prospects. The opportunity for increased wealth may be 

more important than past grievances in forming an identity group bent 

upon secession, especially if the population is uneducated and 

susceptible to an exaggerated sense of common identity, and the 

imperative to control localized resources is strong,Godwin (2016) For 

example, in Biafra, oil was located along the coast around Port 

Harcourt and not the inland Igbo cultural core area around Enugu, 

necessitating the creation of a greater Igbo land to gain support for 

secession. Experience with autonomy or previous secessionist 

ambitions is another factor in secession, and one which may help 

determine where future Nigerian divisions occur. Thus, convenient 

ethnic loyalties based around economic advantage are a strong factor 

in state fracturing, and Nigeria’s history indicates that the potential for 
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devolution  remains strong. Should mismanagement of circumstances 

in Nigeria cause the state to break up, the new states would likely form 

along lines of past politically autonomous regions. Such regions are 

often the historic shorthand for traditional divisions reflecting 

differences in physical geography, agricultural and economic zones, 

and religious and ethnic people that together define distinct and 

internally homogenous areas. So, in addition to the modern construct 

of a compact economic resource and sense of exploitation around 

which an identity group may form, a distinct historic contiguous 

political territory is another trait of secession since it is an easily 

recognized rallying point for its members. Elsewhere in Africa, similar 

historic splits are found between Ethiopia and Eritrea, Somalia and 

Somaliland, and North and South Sudan. In Nigeria, these splits existed 

under the early British imperial administration, based on the 

differences found in older pre-colonial native states. The 19th century 

Fulani Sokoto Caliphate and Hausa-dominated remnants of the 

centuries-old Bornu Empire were first absorbed by British royal charter 

companies in 1885 and officially annexed as the Protectorate of 

Northern Nigeria in 1900. Similarly, Nigeria’s southwest contained 

Yoruba-dominated states, including the Kingdoms of Oyo, Benin, and 

Warri. This area was first ruled by the British when Lagos and 

surrounding areas were annexed in 1861 to combat the slave trade and 

formally incorporated as the Colony and Protectorate of Lagos in 

1886,Richard(2016).  True to their cultural heritage, the people of the 

southeast traditionally governed themselves in decentralized 

communities, setting them apart from the other regions and making 

the subsequent indirect rule by the British difficult and inefficient. The 

British, nonetheless, established a patchwork of protectorates 

starting in 1849 with the Bight of Biafra, followed by the Bight of Benin, 

Brass, Bonny, Opobo, Aobh, and Old Calabar. In 1885, these 
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protectorates, stretching from the Niger River eastward to Old 

Calabar, were assembled into the Oil Rivers Protectorate and re-

established as the Niger Coast Protectorate in 1893 and the 

Protectorate of Southern Nigeria in 1900. Each of these three regions 

was administered separately within the British Empire until 1906 when 

Lagos was incorporated into an enlarged Colony and Protectorate of 

Southern Nigeria. The Northern and Southern Protectorates joined in 

1914, because the North was unable to sustain itself economically and 

to create the external borders of modern Nigeria. Although adjusted 

somewhat with time and better understanding of the areas along the 

internal borders, the lines defining these three key pre-unification 

areas in Nigeria have remained remarkably durable and significant as 

relict boundaries within modern Nigeria. Indeed, the north and south 

continued to be administered separately within the united Colony and 

Protectorate of Nigeria, and the three regions resurfaced in 1939 when 

the British created internal political divisions as the Northern, Western, 

and Eastern Regions, each organized differently for internal self-

governing to reflect their separate heritages,Joel (2019). In 1954, these 

regions were reaffirmed under the Lyttleton constitution, which, 

along with the federal territory in Lagos, became the internal political 

structure of Nigeria upon independence in 1960.The Biafran 

secessionists drew upon the legacy of the Eastern Region and its 

predecessors for legitimacy, as recent Yoruba separatists draw upon 

the Western Region legacy. Interestingly, Nigeria’s most potent 

secessionist movements  today, in Biafra and  the Niger Delta, also has 

its own legacy bound in part to the Midwestern Region (first of the 

devolution states in the federal republic), the British Oil Rivers 

Protectorate, and the native Benin and Warri Kingdoms to create its 

identity, although that has not been an important element so far in the 

insurgency. 
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Despite the delineation of British drawn lines of convenience 

presented here as enduring internal boundaries, the divides are 

culturally and geographically less distinct, but the regions’ divisions 

remain potent.The Middle Belt, the southern length of the old 

Northern Region, including Plateau State, is a transition area of some 

180 native ethnic groups partially swayed by northern and southern, 

Muslim and Christian, and Arab and European influences and is one of 

Nigeria’s most violent regions. The Niger  Delta region is also as 

indistinct a cultural border, with over 60 disparate ethnic groups, as 

the river delta itself is an indistinct physical border between Yoruba 

land and Igbo land. Indeed, the Delta may constitute a discrete buffer 

zone through its physical, cultural, economic, and historic identities, 

real or constructed. Although such intermingling of allegiances and 

economic interests across Nigeria’s internal divides makes secession 

difficult, violent partitions occurred under similar circumstances 

between India and Pakistan in 1947 and between the two Sudans in 

2011. Regional, religious, and ethnically inspired violence harnessed by 

venal leaders has fragmented Nigeria and its people for political and 

economic gain at the expense of the state. Economically advanced 

regions in southern Nigeria may be motivated to secede out of the 

dominating control of the north, using the opportunity offered by 

their concentrated natural resource advantages. The desire to secede 

could also fashion the narrative to do so, by creating new coalitions of 

people into an identity group to justify and support separation. Such 

new identities are especially possible where education levels are low 

and a history of regional autonomy or previous secession is strong—

both conditions found in Nigeria. The danger of the predatory political 

economy in Nigeria is that it may cause the disintegration of the 

Nigerian state through enabling these mechanisms. With this very real 
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potential outcome in mind, what can be done to secure Nigeria’s long-

term unity as a stable functioning state. 

 

RELEVANT FINDINGS 

The essence of this analysis is to explore the main causes of conflict 

and violence in Nigeria and to explain how those causes relate to one 

another beyond what is casually understood as common wisdom. In 

Nigeria, limited or diminishing opportunity and economic disruptions 

have led to extremely debilitating parochial interests, and they have 

ignited deadly social and political conflict that is manipulated by 

corrupt elites. The interactions of the economy, politics and society are 

also recognized as fundamental causes of many intrastate conflicts . 

Although such analysis simplifies a very complicated problem in which 

deeply held religious convictions, fears for ethnic survival, sincere 

ideological beliefs, societal aspirations, local concerns, population 

growth, and other human forces play a role, these contributing factors 

are removed or reduced to a manageable level found in more stable 

states if the ramifications of a fractured political economy are properly 

addressed. The emphasis on the political economy as the heart of 

Nigeria’s problems should not diminish these other concerns. To 

accomplish this, this section will examine some complications in the 

Nigerian relationship, as well as three lessons foreigners need to 

understand when dealing with Nigerians, and will make some 

recommendations . It starts with understanding the conditions around 

a situation and identifying the right problem as two critical methods 

that this treatise has already attempted to do. As we explain the 

process, it is well-suited for understanding circumstances in Nigeria 

and how the African Government may approach them better by 

examining the symptoms, the underlying tensions, and the root causes 

of conflict.  To manage or solve the identified problem, the Design 
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Process next requires that critical thinking be applied to adapt 

affected processes to a dynamic environment to achieve desired 

goals. Long-standing African goals and national security goals 

involving mutual economic advancement, good governance that fairly 

manages internal divisions, and stable and prosperous regions around 

the world also apply to Nigeria. With critical thinking in ‘complex 

situations that involve political, social, economic, and other factors’ 

the Design Process warns that, Well intentioned guidance without 

detailed study may lead to an untenable or counterproductive 

solution.  Understanding the operational environment, as already 

presented here, improves decision making and enables integration of 

the expertise and resources of many African countries and 

Government, Nigerian, and international assets to best tailor an 

approach to these problems. Design encourages the commander and 

staff to seek and address complexity before attempting to impose 

simplicity. With this process in mind, this section will examine the 

complications that hobble  Africa’s engagement in Nigeria and why 

there are only limited steps that the African continent will take to 

remedy the situation before it get out of hand since Nigeria is 

considered the giant Africa and the centre piece for Africa’s 

development.  

 

Conclusion. 

Nigeria is rated among countries boiling in the world at the moment. 

There are millions of lives lost over the past few years. Evidence on 

ground prove to us that property worth millions have also been lost 

within the period under review. The major cause for the wanton crisis 

is what can be considered as irresponsible government. There may not 

be perceived permanent solution to the problems of crisis in Nigeria 

but little efforts are being made to return the country to the path of 
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peace .There is basically need for dialogue between the Government 

and the various secessionist groups in the country before the whole 

thing gets out of hand.     
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