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Introduction  

hild Sexual Abuse (CSA) is a prevalent 

societal issue that threatens the safety of 

children globally. It is an act of sexual 

violation against any person below 18 years of 

age, otherwise referred to as minor. It is a 

criminal act which occurs in different settings 

and cuts across various social classes. Due to the 

stigma associated with it, the victims rarely 

disclose the act thus leading to under-reportage 

of cases, with fewer victims eventually 

presenting for medical care. Sometimes, some 

of these children do not know that they have 

been abused. Murray, Nguyen, and Cohen 

(2014), opine that CSA is a global social ill with 

adverse effect on the physical, mental and 

psychological wellbeing of the victim. CSA as 

defined by The World Health Organization 

(WHO) is any form of involvement of a child in 

sexual activity for which he/she does not fully  
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ABSTRACT 
Child Sexual 

Abuse (CSA) is a 

social issue that 

have been on 

the raise in 

Nigeria. This 

barbaric act is 

often 

perpetrated by 

individuals of 

close relations to 

the victim. The 

manner in which 

mass media 

present their 

coverage of 

issues in society 

set public 

agenda as well 

as inform 

discourse and 

perceptions 

among citizenry. 

Anchored on the 

Agenda-Setting 

theory, this 

 



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
AUG., 2021 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJSSRA 42 

SOCIAL SCIENCE RES. & ANTHROPOLOGY VOL.6 

ISSN: 2977-5745 

comprehend, is unable to give 

informed consent to, or for 

which the child is not 

developmentally prepared and 

cannot give consent, or that 

violate the laws or social taboos 

of society...This may include but 

is not limited to: the 

inducement or coercion of a 

child to engage in any unlawful 

sexual activity; the exploitative 

use of child in prostitution or 

other unlawful sexual practices; 

the exploitative use of children 

in pornographic performances 

and materials. (Murray, Nguyen, 

and Cohen, p.15) 

Legally, a child generally refers 

to a minor (below 18 years of 

age). Children are the bedrock 

of every society. In other words, 

parents, guardians and 

caregivers are responsible for 

protecting children from social 

vices such as child abuse. It is 

rather unfortunate that the 

negligence of this duty have led 

to child abuse in some 

instances, while on the other 

hand child abuse is being 

perpetrated by the “protector”.  

CSA have been identified to 

occur as a result of child neglect 

in some instances. According to 

Child Welfare Information 

study sought to determine the 

awareness and perception of media 

coverage of CSA among Babcock 

University faculty. Using 

quantitative research design, 196 BU 

faculty were sampled from the nine 

Schools, while the available non-

probability sampling techniques 

were adopted in the administration 

of a validated and pre-tested 

questionnaire. The study found that 

the majority of respondents gain 

awareness of CSA from social media 

(x̅=4.32), prominent subject of 

media coverage of CSA in Nigeria are: 

behavioral effects, advocacy, 

stereotypes, health implications and 

abuse within family (x̅=3.58). BU 

faculty (54.5%) perceive media 

coverage of CSA in Nigeria to be 

inadequate. There is a need for the 

media to adopt a holistic approach 

of: presenting conclusive coverage 

of CSA cases, balanced coverage of 

CSA involving both male and female 

victims, intensify advocacy of CSA 

especially by conventional media - 

radio, television, and newspaper.  

 

Key words: Child sexual abuse, CSA, 

Media coverage, Awareness, 

Perception, BU faculty 
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Gateway (2016), the neglect of a child by parent(s) or caretaker(s) have 

resulted in series of physical and or emotional harm, sexual abuse, and 

tragically death like it was in the case of Elizabeth Ochanya Ogbaje; a 

thirteen-year-old Nigerian girl who dies from Vesical Virginal Fistula (VVF) 

in the year 2018 haven been subjected to sexual abuse of rape for five 

years by her uncle and cousin. 

A study conducted to determine the pattern of sexual abuse among 

children treated at the children’s outpatient (Chop) of the Niger Delta 

University Teaching Hospital Okolobiri, Bayelsa State, Nigeria revealed 

that out of 12,229 children seen at the Chop, 33 (32 females, 1 male) were 

reported to have been sexually abused accounting for 0.3%. Further, the 

majority of the sexually abused children were between ages 4-8 years, 

while 70.0% of these abuse occurred within the family.  Also 96.7% of 

perpetrators were males (Chika, Ovuirororie and Felix,2014). 

Assessing factors responsible for the increase in cases of child sexual 

abuse in Nigeria, Ijagbemi, Egharevba, George, and Iruonagbe (2020), in 

an empirical study found parental deficiencies of absence from home for 

prolonged hours daily as a result of work, lack of bonding or close 

relationship with children; neighborhood, peers, and exposure to the 

media particularly social media to be some of the peculiar factors 

responsible for the vulnerability of children to sexual abuse in Nigeria. 

Instances of child sexual abuse in Nigeria are reported by the media 

however, there are concerns. This study therefore seeks to determine 

the perception of media portrayal of CSA among Babcock University 

Faculty, Ilishan-Remo, Ogun state, Nigeria.  The specific objectives 

include to:  

1. Ascertain media sources of awareness on CSA among BU faculty. 

2. Identify the prominent subject of media coverage on CSA seen by 

Babcock University faculty.  

3. Determine the perception of Babcock University faculty on media 

coverage of CSA in Nigeria.  

 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

1. From which media sources have BU faculty gained awareness 

about CSA? 
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2. What is the prominent subject of media coverage on CSA seen by 

Babcock University Faculty? 

3. What is the perception of Babcock University faculty on media 

coverage of CSA? 

 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK   

The ability of the media to cause society to focus on issues is seen in the 

agenda-setting theory upon which the theoretical foundation for this 

story is built. Macomb and Shaw encapsulates this function of the media 

in the assumptions of the theory which explains the process through 

which the media directs public attention to certain issues in society. First, 

the agenda-setting process is defined as the ability of the media to 

determine the information (news) the audience receive, pay attention 

resulting from the salience of such issues in media coverage agenda-

setting is a gatekeeping keeping function of the media in that 

information is treated and disseminated to the audience with the intent 

to bring about specific reactions and effect. The core assumption of the 

agenda-setting theory is that the media through coverage and salience 

confer a level of importance on issues to which the audience pay the 

most attention. In other words, it explains the influence of the media on 

how society perceives issues and the level of importance they associate 

with such issues.   

Cohen (1963) in Baran and Davis (2012 p.346), stated that the media is 

significantly more than a source of information given the fact that “it is 

stunningly successful” in shaping the thoughts of the audience (what to 

think about). Also, Jati and Rahayu (2019 p.25), opine that agenda-setting 

theory primarily states the “ability of mass media to transfer two 

elements, namely awareness and information to the public agenda by 

directing public awareness and attention to issues that are considered 

important by the mass media” 

In view of the afore statement, agenda-setting theory is of relevance to 

this study in that the knowledge child sexual abuse in Nigeria among 

media audiences is significantly determined by the awareness and 

information disseminated on the nature and cases of CSA on television, 

radio, newspapers, and the internet. The direction (issue salience) of the 
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subject such as the: abuse within the family, advocacy, health 

implications, stereotypical nature of sexual abuse, behavioural effect 

amongst others will likewise shape discussions and perceptions in 

society.  

 

NATURE OF CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE (CSA) IN NIGERIA 

Sexual abuse as defined by the United Nations (2017 p. 5), is the “actual 

or threatened physical intrusion of a sexual nature, whether by force or 

under unequal or coercive conditions”. The term “sexual nature” refer 

to a number of things such as: sexual violence, rape, sexual activity 

performed before a victim, exposure of a victim to sexual content 

contrary to his/her desire amongst other things. 

CSA is a form of child abuse which is a violation of the United Nations 

declaration on human Rights, as well as the African Charter on the Rights 

and Welfare of the African Child (Ede, 2018). It is a global issue for which 

the government (the Nigerian government inclusive) and Non-

Governmental Organization (NGOs) have made several efforts to curtail 

it to no avail.  

The World Health Organization (WHO) Report on the Consultation on 

Child Abuse Prevention (1999 p. 62) in New Zealand Family Violence 

Clearninghouse (2019), defines CSA to be the “involvement of a child in 

sexual activity that he/she does not fully comprehend, is unable to give 

informed consent to, or for which the child is not developmentally 

prepared and cannot give consent, or that violates the laws or social 

taboos of society. It involves inducement or coercion of a child to engage 

in any unlawful sexual activity, exploitative use of a child in prostitution 

or other unlawful sexual practices, as well as exploitative use of children 

in pornographic performance and materials. 

Statistics by the WHO reveal that globally, about 1 billion children ages 2-

17 years experienced a form of child abuse such as physical, emotional, 

and sexual abuse in the year 2019 alone resulting in deaths, unintended 

pregnancies, health issues such as depression, increased spread of 

Sexually Transmitted Diseases (WHO, 2020). Also, statistics by UNICEF 

reveal that 1 of every 10 female children in West Africa have been sexually 

abused (UNICEF, nd). This reiterates the prevalence of child abuse in 
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Africa and the fact that female children in appear to be victimized the 

most. 

CSA have become a common occurrence in Nigeria. Despite the fact that 

cases of this form of abuse are not disclosed in most instances because 

of the stereotyping nature and cultural undertone of the society, it is a 

known fact that this menace is on the rise in the country.  David, Ezechi, 

Wapmuk, Gbajabiamila, Ohihoin, Herbertson, and Odeyemi (2018), in a 

study on  CSA and disclosure in South Western Nigeria found the 

disclosure of cases of child sexual abuse to be 34.4% which is significantly 

low.  

The lack of disclosure of cases of CSA in Nigeria is not surprising however 

it makes the problem even worse. Victims are faced with varied issues 

after the abuse and need the support of professionals such as medical 

practitioners, counsellors, family to help them through the trauma as 

well as bring perpetrators to book. Okunlola, Gesinde, Nwabueze and 

Okojide (2020), in a review of child and adolescent abuse in Nigeria found 

that cases of rape resulting in emergence because of the demand to the 

body of the child which is likely to result in death if not properly handled 

are documented in hospitals, otherwise, parents and guardians prefer to 

keep the abuse secret.  

Okunlola et al (p.76), further identified the risk factors of CSA in Nigeria 

to be: societal views against discussions of sexual matters in public, 

poverty, poor sex education, indecent dressing, poor protective child 

rights policies, child trafficking, and child marriage.  

 

MEDIA PORTRAYAL OF CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE (CSA) IN NIGERIA   

Society relies on the mass media for information and clarity on numerous 

issues such as CSA. According to Moulden (2004), victims of sexual 

assault are often perceived to be victimized by individual moral failing or 

dysfunctional families which is clearly no always the cases especially with 

CSA. Cases of CSA in Nigeria are on the increase as reports on CSA have 

become a regular in the media.  

In an analysis of media report on rape cases in Nigeria, Oludayo (2020), 

analyzed 331 cases of rape reported by The Punch and The Sun 

newspapers. The study found that over 90% of rape victims as reported 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=David%20N%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=30602944
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Ezechi%20O%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=30602944
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Wapmuk%20A%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=30602944
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Gbajabiamila%20T%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=30602944
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Ohihoin%20A%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=30602944
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Herbertson%20E%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=30602944
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Odeyemi%20K%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=30602944
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by the media were females. More worrisome is the fact that a third of 

these victims are children of ages 1 and 10. This is considered to be a 

minute representation of the actual number of cases as lots of cases on 

CSA are not reported for reasons such as: undisclosed by victims and 

families. This implies that the media are only able to report cases made 

public.  

Scholars have reached the conclusion based on diverse empirical studies 

that traditional media of television, radio and newspapers under-report 

cases of CSA in Nigeria.  The true issue is not with the fact that there are 

not enough reports to represent the actual number of cases of CSA that 

occur on a daily basis but with the manner in which the media presents 

their report on the subject. Issues such as CSA should not merely be 

reported for information purposes via straight news as it is the case, 

rather there is need for intentional consciousness by the media for 

advocacy and sensitization on the issue which is the case with social 

media.  

Social media have become a leading media for movements/campaigns 

against sexual assault and other movements in society.  These campaigns 

begin online and soon become the trending subjects on numerous social 

media platforms. They soon metamorphose into physical campaigns as 

diverse groups take to the streets to further create awareness. Social 

media have also been utilized to direct global attention to issues as well 

as government through campaigns. The gang rape of a student of Abia 

State University (ABSU) in August 2011, resulted in an online movement 

by blogger Linda Ikeji, Twitter users and organizations such as the youth 

group EnoughisEnough Nigeria. Soon prominent government officials 

such as the Minister of Youth Development Mallam Bolaji Abdullahi, 

Abike Dabiri, a member of the House of Assembly and the only 

prominent female politician began to lend their voices to the movement 

(Akinbobola, 2021). 

 

METHODOLOGY 

The quantitative survey research design was utilized in this study. From 

a population of four hundred and forty-eight (448) faculties from the 

nine schools at Babcock University, a sample size of two hundred (200) 
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faculties was calculated using Taro Yamane’s formula at 95% confidence 

level and 0.05 level of marginal error. 

n= N/ [1+ N (e) 2] 

Where: 

n= sample size 

N= Total population 

e= sampling error 

For the purpose of this study, 

Where N= 448 

n=            448 

        1+ 448 (0.05)2 

        =      448 

        1 + 448 (0.0025) 

      =       448 

           1+ 1.12 

      =       448 

             2.12 

      =       200 

 

Using the available non-probability sampling techniques, two hundred 

copies of questionnaire were distributed to faculty members readily 

available at their offices and willing to participate in the study as at the 

time of administration of the research instrument which had been 

previously pretested using the pilot study and statistically validated using 

the Crombaq Alpha statistical test at 0.82 level of reliability. The data 

gathered was analyzed using the Statistical Product and Service 

Solutions (SPSS version 25.0.0.0), and the result presented using 

descriptive statistics of Frequency Tables. 

                                                   

DATA PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

The response rate for this study was 98%. Although two hundred copies 

of the questionnaire were distributed, only 196 copies were utilized 

because 4 copies were not adequately filled and as such they were 

rejected.  

 



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
AUG., 2021 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJSSRA 49 

SOCIAL SCIENCE RES. & ANTHROPOLOGY VOL.6 

ISSN: 2977-5745 

Table 1: Demographic characteristics of BU faculty 

Variable                      Frequency 
(n) 

Percentage 
(%) 

Age 25-34 73 37.3 

35-44 102 52.0 

45 and above 21 10.7 

Total 196 100.0 

Gender Male 105 53.6 

Female 91 46.4 

Total 196 100.0 

Educational 
Qualification 

B.Sc 53 27.0 

  M.Sc 85 43.4 

  MPhil 14 7.1 

  PhD 44 22.5 

  Total 196 100.0 

 

 Table1 presents the demographic distribution of age, gender, and 

educational qualification of BU faculty that participated in the study. It 

reveals that the majority (52%) were middle aged within 35 to 44 years 

old, majority were male (53.6%), and also the level most prominent 

educational qualification is M.Sc at 43.4%.    

  

Table 2: Media sources of awareness on Child Sexual Abuse(CSA) in 

Nigeria among BU faculty 

Items 

 

 

VH 

F 

(%) 

H 

F 

(%) 

L 

F 

(%) 

VL 

F 

(%) 

NA 

F 

(%) 

x̅  SD 

Awareness of child sexual abuse from 

the social media 

89 

(44.9) 

91 

(46.0) 

12 

(6.1) 

4 

(2.0) 

2 

(1.0) 

4.32 0.76 
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Awareness of child sexual abuse from 

newspaper 

67 

(33.8) 

80 

(40.4) 

36 

(18.2) 

7 

(3.5) 

8 

(4.0) 

3.96 1.01 

Awareness of child sexual abuse from 

television 

52 

(26.3) 

88 

(44.4) 

30 

(15.2) 

9 

(4.5) 

19 

(9.6) 

3.73 1.18 

Awareness of child sexual abuse from 

radio 

41 

(20.7) 

65 

(32.8) 

61 

(30.8) 

28 

(14.1) 

3 

(1.5) 

3.57 1.02 

Average Mean      3.90 0.99 

KEY: VH=very high, H=high, L=low, VL=very low, NA=not at 

all***Decision Rule if mean is ≤ 1.49 not at all; 1.5 to 2.49 = very low; 2.5 

to 3.49 =low; 3.5 to 4.49= high; 4.5 to 5= very high  

 

Table 2 indicated that generally, faculty of Babcock university highly 

exposed to media contents on child sexual abuse (x̅=3.90). Specifically, 

the scale showed that a majority of the respondents gain awareness of 

CSA from social media (x̅=4.32). This implies that social media have 

created a very high level of awareness on CSA in Nigeria as 86.9% of the 

respondents have gained awareness at Very High and High levels on CSA 

from social media.  

The findings also revealed that of the four media identified (social media, 

newspaper, television, and radio), radio was the least in creating 

awareness among respondents. 

 

Table 3: Prominent subject of media coverage on Child Sexual Abuse 

(CSA) in Nigeria  

Items 

 

 

SA 

F 

(%) 

A 

F 

(%) 

D 

F 

(%) 

SD 

F 

(%) 

U 

F 

(%) 

x̅  SD 

Media report of CSA focuses on 

the behavioural effect on the 

victim. 

38 

(19.2) 

93 

(47.0) 

37 

(18.7) 

15 

(7.6) 

15 

(7.6) 

3.63 1.11 

Media report of CSA focuses on 

stereotypes of victims. 

54 

(27.3) 

75 

(37.9) 

33 

(16.7) 

8 

(4.0) 

28 

(14.1) 

3.60 1.31 

Media coverage of CSA focuses 

on the health implications of 
sexual assault.  

40 

(20.2) 

73 

(36.9) 

58 

(29.3) 

16 

(8.1) 

11 

(5.6) 

3.58 1.07 

Media coverage on CSA focus on 
advocacy.  

55 
(27.8) 

85 
(42.9) 

11 
(5.6) 

9 
(4.5) 

38 
(19.2) 

3.56 1.43 

Media coverage on CSA focus on 
abuse within the family. 

44 
(22.2) 

75 
(37.9) 

42 
(21.2) 

16 
(8.1) 

21 
(10.6) 

3.53 1.22 

 

Average Mean 

      

3.58 

 

1.23 
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KEY: SA=Strongly Agree, A=Agree, D=Disagree, SD=Strongly Disagree, 

U=Undecided***Decision Rule if mean is ≤ 1.49 Undecided; 1.5 to 2.49 = 

Strongly Disagree; 2.5 to 3.49 =Disagree; 3.5 to 4.49= Agree; 4.5 to 5= 

Strongly Agree 

 

Table 3 indicated that the prominent subject of media coverage of CSA 

in Nigeria are: behavioral effects, advocacy, stereotypes, health 

implications and abuse within family (x̅=3.58). This implies that the 

majority of respondents Agree that media coverage of CSA was mostly 

focused on the behavioural effect of sexual assault on the victim (47%), 

advocacy for government actions (42.9%), abused within the family 

(37.9%), as well as stereotype against victims (37.9%). Also, the majority 

of respondents Strongly Agreed that advocacy for CSA (27.8%) and 

stereotyping of victims (27.3%) were the most prominent subjects.  

This implies that the most prominent subjects of media coverage on CSA 

were advocacy against CSA and the stereotype that victims are subjected 

to in society. This is in line with the agenda-setting theory, which states 

the media transfer two elements of awareness and information to the 

public agenda by directing public awareness and attention to issues of 

importance (Jati and Rahayu, 2019). In this case, the media creates 

awareness of CSA and disseminates information centered on advocacy 

against CSA and the problem of stereotyping victims which in turn 

become subjects of focus for the audience. 

 

Table 4: Perception of media coverage of Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) among 

BU faculty  

Items 

 

 

SA 

F 

(%) 

A 

F 

(%) 

D 

F 

(%) 

SD 

F 

(%) 

U 

F 

(%) 

x ̅  SD 

The media gives 

prominence to reporting 

cases of child sexual abuse 

when it is tragic.  

56 

(28.3) 

84 

(42.4) 

43 

(21.7) 

4 

(2.0) 

11 

(5.6) 

3.86 1.03 

The media is focused on 

reporting cases and not on 

44 

(22.2) 

88 

(44.4) 

44 

(22.2) 

12 

(6.1) 

10 

(5.1) 

3.73 1.04 
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the prevention of child 

sexual abuse. 

Media reports on  child 

sexual abuse are mostly 

inconclusive. 

59 

(29.8) 

71 

(35.9) 

35 

(17.7) 

14 

(7.1) 

19 

(9.6) 

3.69 1.24 

Cases of child sexual abuse 

with female victims are 

mostly reported by the 

media.  

59 

(29.8) 

61 

(30.8) 

52 

(26.3) 

7 

(3.5) 

19 

(9.6) 

3.68 1.21 

The media gives 

prominence to child sexual 

abuse within the family. 

60 

(30.3) 

64 

(32.3) 

33 

(16.7) 

14 

(7.1) 

27 

(13.6) 

3.59 1.35 

Cases of child sexual abuse 

are made prominent by the 

media. 

31 

(15.7) 

51 

(25.8) 

100 

(50.5) 

8 

(4.0) 

8 

(4.0) 

3.45 0.94 

Average Mean      3.58 1.23 

KEY: SA=Strongly Agree, A=Agree, D=Disagree, SD=Strongly Disagree, 

U=Undecided***Decision Rule if mean is ≤ 1.49 Undecided; 1.5 to 2.49 = 

Strongly Disagree; 2.5 to 3.49 =Disagree; 3.5 to 4.49= Agree; 4.5 to 5= 

Strongly Agree 

 

Table 4 presents BU faculty perception of media coverage of CSA in 

Nigeria. It shows that majority are of the opinion that; media gives 

prominence to cases of CSA that end tragic such as when the victim dies 

or suffers a major health issue resulting from the assault (x̅=3.86), media 

focus on reporting cases rather than addressing the prevention of CSA 

(x̅=3.73), reports are usually inconclusive as the media does not follow 

through with the story nor bring to public attention the fate of both the 

abused and the abuser (x̅=3.69),  reports on female victims of CSA are 

most prominent (x̅=3.68). This allures to Oludayo (2020), findings from 

the analyses of 331 cases of rape reported by The Punch and The Sun 

newspapers, which states that that over 90% of rape victims reported by 

the media were female.  

Also, most reports are on CSA are such that occur within the family 

(x̅=3.59). This further validates the findings of Chika, Ovuirororie and 

Felix (2014), that 70.0% of CSA cases in Nigeria occur within the family.  
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Lastly, they perceive media coverage of CSA in Nigeria to be inadequate 

as the majority disagree that the media gives prominence to the subject 

in their coverage. This is seen in the fact that the majority (54.5%) 

Strongly Disagree and Disagree that cases of CSA in Nigeria are made 

prominent by the media.  

 

CONCLUSION 

The study found that the majority of respondents gain awareness of CSA 

from social media (x̅=4.32), prominent subject of media coverage of CSA 

in Nigeria are: behavioral effects, advocacy, stereotypes, health 

implications and abuse within family (x̅=3.58). BU faculty (54.5%) perceive 

media coverage of CSA in Nigeria to be inadequate. 

 

RECOMMENDATION  

There is need for the media to adopt a holistic approach in their coverage 
of Child Sexual Abuse, as it is a social issue that cannot be trivialized. 
Prominence should be given to the coverage of CSA by presenting 
conclusive coverage of CSA cases, balanced coverage of CSA involving 
both male and female victims, and intensifying advocacy of CSA 
especially by conventional media - radio, television, and newspaper.  
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