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Introduction  

hristian Religions Education is believed 

to have originated from creation. The 

Bible mentions the fact that man was 

given intellect by the creator purposely to 

govern other creatures (Gen 1:26-28) Religious 

Education therefore, originated in God and is 

latter imputed in men by God’s likeness and 

imagery in man. The transmission process was 

oral at first from parent to children, 

(Deuteronomy 6:10) later, it came to be 

practiced in a conventional school system. The 

researchers consider Christian Religious 

Education (CRE) as a societal instrument for 

inculcating God’s values, for the expansion of 

human personal culture, values, peace, and  
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ABSTRACT 
Nigeria as a 

nation has been 

bedevilled by 

morality saga, 

the in-sensitivity 

of the agent 

saddled with the 

responsibility of 

inculcating 

moral values 

into the younger 

once in our 

today’s society 

has been 

incapacitated. 

Foreign cultures 

have blown the 

minds of people 

which forces the 

Nigerians to 

experience a 

paradigm shift 

from what was 

defined as 

morals in the 

Nigerian  
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development. Aggrarwal (2002), saw Christian Religious Education as 

“a deliberate and systematic influence extended by the mature person 

upon the immature person through instruction, discipline and 

harmonious development of physical, intellectual, aesthetic, social and 

spiritual powers of a human being according to their essential hierarchy 

by and for the individual and social users and directed towards the 

union of the Educated with the creator as a find end”. 

Considering the words of Aggrarwal one can deduce fact that education 

is part of man due to its central task given to men by God, for peaceful 

coexistence among people. In other words, Christian Religious Education 

brings about good morals, new social order, new thinking, new 

philosophy, and new orientation in every community or society that 

desired such. This goes in line with the general purpose of education 

which is meant for good upbringing, training, and instruction of children 

according to an acceptable standard of society.    

traditional society. The ethics and the moral standard of Nigerian 

society are fading away living the societies with varieties of social 

menace, vices, and terrorism, such that no part of this country is free of 

such acts. These menaces of morality fallout have to cause civic unrest, 

they threatened safety and peace stability. These problems revolving 

around is affecting socio-economic, political, and religious themes. The 

methodology used in this research paper is a theoretical discourse 

where it seeks to briefly unravelled how the morality in our given society 

is waxing and vanishing, paving ways for dangers, insecurity and lack of 

peaceful co-existence, and under-development in today’s country. This 

paper becomes necessary and timely to encourage religious education 

(as a course of study) to strengthened its objectives especially in the 

area of moral development in all levels of education to pave ways in 

preparing learners who will graduate with the responsibility of 

combating these menaces in the society. The paper concludes by 

proffering steps as a model for Nigerian society to use as a tool for 

contending the scourge in our society today.   
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As mentioned above – Education is for continuity is therefore imperative 

to say because of the neglects of the past. Disappointment of the 

present, and hope for the future generation, Christian Religious 

Education remain relevant for the sustenance of religious value and 

societal morality. 

Taylor (2006), states that “Value is the major determinant of acceptable 

behaviour, and grinding principles for interaction in all human societies.” 

Olyai (2005) in reaction to Tylor added that “it is the extent of which 

behaviour conforms to the value system of the people that determines 

the acceptability of such behaviour. This observation implies that a 

society that looses its value tends to contend with bahavoural problem 

that leaves the society with issues of moral decadence. The need to 

strengthen the vital role of religious education in preventing further 

moral decadence in Nigerian can never be overstressed. 

 

Theoretical Discourse 

Moral values: Marka, (2017), stated that “moral values refer to a set of 

principles that guide an individual on how to evaluate right from wrong”. 

People generally apply moral values of the society though, when you 

mention moral values, the society confused the meaning of these two 

variables Ethics and moral values the researchers are agreed with Narvan 

who gave a very precise and clear meaning between these two variables, 

he was quoted by Marka (2017), “Ethics is seen as a set of standards of 

behaviours expected by a group of people to which individual is a 

member, while values stresses on a person moral code.” 

To be more practical with what Narvan said, persons Character may 

cause him to loose his/her Job, for example, if a Christian Religious 

Teacher cultivated a habit of not developing lessons plans before going 

to the class, or lateness, or abscondment on duty. It may cause him or 

her job. 

 

Methodology 

This paper is relevant and timely because it is aimed at examining the 

lives, values and moral lives of Christians in today’s society. The write- up 

is meant to expose the havoc of moral decadence caused by the 
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modernity, civilization, and westernization on African society especially 

Nigeria.  

The paradigm shift in the traditional societal values embracing western 

values as a result of acculturation is highly alarming. The condition is 

worsening to the point that moral values and traditional eetiquettes 

have been divorced living the traditional society morally displaced. 

Religious institutions, schools, programmes, government’s political and 

social strata are losing their balance and relevance as a result of the 

moral decadence of the society. The Melham caused by immorality 

emptiness and behaviours is alarming the rate at which criminality in our 

communities posed concern namely indiscipline, abuses, corruption, 

sexual immorality, abortion, pornographic films/videos, lesbianism, gay 

practices, and yahoo- yahoos, fraudsters, internet hacks, banditry, 

kidnappings, child labour, and domestic abuses, Boko Haram and 

herdsmen’s brutality, and many more vices brazen multiple challenges 

affective peaceful coexistence in Nigerian society today. 

This paper is for the benefit of all Nigerians who by chance can get access 

to this paper, including the students, youths, males and females who are 

our future leaders. The current sets of leaders, parent’s politicians, are 

not left out. Therefore, this paper employs the use of documents 

analyses as secondary sources to arrive at the argument presented on 

moral decadence in Nigerian society today.  

 

Moral Decadence, Its Causes and Effects 

We now live in a decadent society where morality and discipline are 

thrown overboard. It is a pity to see our country which was once upright 

and has a strong existing standard moral values became so decadent. 

This decline in moral values contributed to the high level of corruption, 

and indiscipline. Shittu (2018) said that moral decadence has completely 

replaced core moral values in present times”. This situation is the root 

cause of the problems pulling Nigerian’s integrity in the eyes of the 

world.  

Albinus (2012), said “the theories that man is a product of his society is 

not far from the truth as a process of individual character development 

derives a great influence from the values of the society in question”. 
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Sadly, the moral fallout in Nigeria is a game played by both the leaders in 

leadership, the workers in their offices, the teachers/lecturers in the 

classrooms, youth on the streets, the masses at the grass-root, the 

religious clerics, the security outfits even the beggars on the street in 

Nigeria are key players causing moral decay in the society. Shittu (2018) 

added that “in recent years, the mass media has been awash with reports 

on the spate of youth unemployment that has culminated in the alarming 

menace of street touts, particularly known as area boys, prostitution, 

armed robbery, fraud, terrorism, kidnapping, ritual killings, street 

fighting, and similar vices are now prevalent in Nigerian Society.”  The 

researchers agreed with Shittu, though his research was centred on our 

future leaders (the youths). Looking at the present-day Nigeria the 

drama is not centered on youths alone. Most people in Nigeria are guilty 

of moral decadence either directly or indirectly, consciously or 

unconsciously. Hence, if the leaders in Nigeria today failed to leave 

precedence for tomorrow’s leaders, where will history place them in 

future?  

Moral decadence is a process that develops out of man’s attitudes. Moral 

imbalance is a bye product of our imbalanced attitude displayed 

outwardly as a result of indiscipline. Indiscipline generates unfairness, 

laziness, greed, and corruption of the mind. It is more reason the writer 

said, almost everybody is a stakeholder of moral decay in today’s society. 

The following are the causes of moral decadence in today’s societies. 

Indiscipline, corruption of the mind, poor parental guide, improper or 

lack of adequate teachings on people’s beliefs system (faith), lack of 

good leadership, administrative or bad governance fallout in educational 

standard, bad peer influence, modernism technology. Unfortunately, 

even the government institutions are very much aware of the general 

waxing out of moral values in Nigeria, but little or no effort is put across 

to bring to a halt the proliferating causes of such menace. 

Indiscipline: It is a known fact that “indiscipline is a situation in which 

people do not control their behaviour or bye- laws” (Cambridge 

Dictionary, 1998). Nigerians from great to small are putting aside rules, 

and regulation, Ethics, and morals for selfish end. Dittinya (1996), asserts 

that “indiscipline is also a distinctive and underserving element to 
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progress, training mode of life in accordance with the rules.” He added 

that, “Indiscipline relates to misbehaviour in any form” from what 

Dittinya says, we can deduce that act of indiscipline is that situation 

where a person put aside rules and regulation and do what he likes and 

leave undone what he/she is expected to do. This fact is not far from the 

truth that keeps key players such as parents, government, environment, 

spiritual leaders and teachers failing in their responsibilities, due to lack 

of discipline. 

In summary, most of the disciplinary problems emanated from 

inadequate home training, on the part of the parent. This is why Adamu, 

sanda and Kuden (2021) in Ekemezie (2011, 106) noted that, “the behavior 

of a child is the physical manifestation of what takes place at home”, it is 

again caused by the failure of government to provide a conducive 

learning environment for its citizens where discipline will be taught, 

while the arrogance of learners that later metamorphose into gaping of 

bad peers have left the society handicap. These habits have done a dead 

blow to morality. Morality implies moral principles, values such as 

goodness, decency, probity, honesty, integrity, and so on. These virtues 

are gradually eroded in Nigerian society due to people’s corrupt minds, 

media advocacy, and development. In summary, indiscipline and 

corruption mean to break away or depart from morality, ethics and civic 

virtues.     

Wanir (2009), said “morality is seen as behaviours in accordance with 

certain standard or norms, what is good and what is evil, striving for the 

good rejecting the evils”. He added that the values expected in our 

society are “justice, honesty, regard, and concern for others, discipline, 

right attitude to work, courage, rational thinking and many more”. 

 The above assertion is right but reverse is the case in Nigeria 

today, because the moral decadence in Nigerian societies has reached an 

unbreakable level where today such behaviours mentioned above are by 

far on the opposite such as murder, stealing, bribery corruption, 

negligence of one’s duty, disrespect to elders and leaders, indiscipline, 

smoking, drug abuses, Examination malpractices, prostitution, cultism, 

violence, cyber-crimes, rituals, killings, kidnappings, daylight robbery 

inside Keke Napep and cars, yahoo-yahoo boys & girls, banditry, 
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Herdsmen’s attacks, Boko Haram, and all forms of vices are the order of 

the day. However, since the system is corrupt, the youth usually follow 

suit. There were several attempts made by the Nigerian government to 

curb the menace of moral decadence but to date, little progress is 

recorded. Hence, these posed a great change to the society and the 

attention of Learned Nigeria is needed for solutions. Christian religious 

education through its goal and objectives possess the hope and process 

of eradicating such Melham in Nigerian society, if properly implemented 

by appropriate stakeholders. 

 

Review of Previous Efforts by the Government to Curb Moral 

Decadence in Nigeria  

  Waddak (2010), reviewed the previous efforts by the government to 

curb moral decadence in Nigeria, he said, “moral decadence was 

worsened by civil war…,” he added that, “After the period of the oil 

boom, too much money flooding, many Nigerians in high position began 

the practice of siphoning oil money into their private account in foreign 

banks our leaders lost the sense of prudence in spending nations 

resources." Perhaps, one would quickly conclude that the period 

suggested the beginning of corruption in Nigerian civil community. 

 

The Effect of Moral Decadence on the Society Today 

Moral decadence has detrimentally devaluated the fame, trust, of both 

individuals, groups, communities, state, and country at large. It has 

affected Nigerian societies today negatively for it has ejected, honesty, 

respect for elders and others, loyalty to constituted Authorities, 

responsibility for personal actions, generosity and kindness, discipline, 

right attitudes towards service to humanity. Other moral behaviours or 

values altered or divorced as a result of moral decay include; love, 

cohesion, stewardship, peace, and safety, the above were few moral 

etiquettes practiced in Nigerian societies before. Unfortunately, it was 

forcefully or simultaneously released or sleep-out from most Nigerians 

minds due to moral decay.  

Instead, the society has been smelling Hell on earth, Nigeria is not safe 

due to a change of attitudes towards ethics and morality. The level of an 
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atrocities perpetrating in our societies, communities, villages, and urban 

centers, cities are heart-breaking, crimes are the order of the day, 

corruption is the subject, insecurity is the lifestyle, people are in fear and 

terror, many homes are broken, most of our youths boys & girls are fully 

engaged into the habit of eliciting, smoking, drunkenness, diabolism, 

constant street fight, civil unrest, Massive sexual abuses, immorality, 

street daylight robbery, killings, confiscations of peoples bags, handsets, 

and  properties by force on the street or inside Keke Napep, car, and on 

motorbikes. Others include, abductions, abortions, kidnappings, 

banditry, trafficking, including selling of human part for consumptions 

and rituals.  

The level of fear among the people is high, safety remains in the 

dictionary but not in practice, for no place is safe due to the menace of 

moral washout. Folade (2008) said, “our education system produces 

many fearful and critical citizenry that is also selfish remain indifferent 

public affairs”. The challenges go to both parents and schools, and they 

should take 20%of the blame. 

Some parents are the actors that introduce their children into immoral 

acts example allowing small children to secular music dance we play the 

music downloaded in our Bluetooth, we ask them to dance, and we 

laugh, we plat their hear with bad styles, buy tighten clothes, for them 

and saw tighten cloths. We asked our children to buy cigarettes, bear, 

for us. We encourage some to steal, even encourage them to get involve 

in examination malpractice and so forth. Some parents sleep in a single 

room with their grown- up children and so, they imitate what their 

parents do at night. 

Adebisi (2013), pointed out clearly that “moral decadence among the 

youth has been majorly blamed on the parents, (for lack of proper 

upbringing of their children) and the media for exposing some critical 

scenes capable of polluting the innocent minds of the children and 

youths, for example phonographic films. Nigerian government on the 

other hand should not be left out as one of the prominent culprits. 

Nigerian leaders due to their corruption practices have deflected the rule 

of law, show no respect to human rights, and are deeply involved in 

bribery and financial mismanagement. 
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This irresponsibility has a serious and negative bearing on all citizens and 

today, we are reaping the outcome of the plans. We must all agree that 

this generation of leaders, parents, government, and schools have failed 

the society. But we should not continue sleeping, let’s braze up and 

reflect on God’s faithfulness to Nigerians. God’s character is a sufficient 

amour against any evil happening in our lives. 

 

The Role of Christian Religious Education in Combating Moral 

Decadence 

The importance of Christian Religious Education in the church, School, 

and government of our country Nigeria cannot be over-emphasized. All 

the units concern must strive hard to salvage and restore the lost 

morality in our society for the good of the people to foster prosperity, 

sanity, and development. It is important to buttress fact that 

socialization of the individuals begins at home, parents should take up 

their responsibility, for the Bible says “Train up a child in the way he 

should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it”. (Proverb 22:6, 

NIV) 

We are living in what the researchers refer to as post-Christian age a 

decadent time, it is also called “Barbaric,” – this age of devastating moral 

decadence may also be referred to as New dark age. The church itself is 

reeling under the onslaught of secularism waging an all-out the attack to 

win people's hearts and minds but secular forces are engaging on many 

fronts, including education.  

How should Christian educators respond? We should never despair for 

the Bible teaches that the earth is the Lord’s (Psalms 24:1) that God’s 

word should never return empty (Isa 55:11) and that the gate of hell will 

not overcome it (Matt. 16:18). It is seemly clear that God’s plans and 

purposes cannot be thwarted. Today's challenge to Christian religious 

educators in Nigeria is that we should all know that Christian religious 

education is an acknowledgment, an attitude, and an ambition let us 

explain further. With the situation of moral decadence ravaging the 

Nigerian society today, Christian religious educators should bugle up to 

this points below. 
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Christian religious education as an acknowledged: - God’s created the 

world, He holds it together, rules it, therefore people should have an 

obligation to learn about what we can see. Note, we are not simply 

learning about maths, science, and history only, but we are learning 

about God’s world. Religious educators therefore seek to produce 

competent religious graduates who know the world as well as who 

created it. 

Christian religious educations as an attitude: - Christian attitude must 

relate to God’s Word; therefore, educators should study God’s word 

diligently from the perspective of God’s word, and teach our students 

truthfully. We can understand life only if we view it through the 

spectacles of scripture (Psalm 36:9), “For with you is the fountain of life; 

in your light, we see light” seeking to bring all through and activity under 

the lordship of Christ Jesus. We should be sure our students become 

transformed and passionate about their God, the type of life they leave, 

and their service to God and humanity must portray the fear of God. 

Christian religious education is an ambition of God’s will. Because it is a 

lifelong process of transforming minds, the researchers challenge 

religious educators both Christian and Islam to ensure that the values we 

teach our students should help them adjust not to the pattern of this 

world, Rom 12:2 (NIV) but to be transformed in themselves and in the 

society where they leave. And to commit their lives into the pursuit of 

justice, compassion, and integrity to further change the ugly face of 

Nigeria’s moral decay to moral regain. Our students, Christians, and good 

citizens of this country should study God’s world from the perspective of 

God’s Word and live morally right so that we can serve our society well. 

Harry quoted by anonymous said, “we want our culture to work not 

because it is the only good, we can conceive, and not because we are 

finally and securely at home, but because it is a great drama that we have 

been staged in, and it is good that we should play our part well”.   

 

Recommendation and Solutions 

The unquenchable moral aggression is against the Christian faith and the 

norms of our society. The continuation or increasing rate of moral decay, 

is posing a danger in the future of our homes, places of worship, schools, 
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communities, states, and nation at large. It is turning the integrity of 

Nigeria as a notion upside down and it has maimed Nigerians in the 

diaspora. hence the following recommendations should be in place to 

help reduce or fight against the moral washout in today's society. 

9. Parents should, sit up and play their role in the areas of teaching 

and studying the Word of God in their families, Charity, they said 

begins at home.  

10. Parents should be careful and pay attention to the content of 

what is being transmitted in the air networks to their children. We 

are all aware that the digital revolution, that is the internet age has 

turned the world into a global village, and varieties of content 

float our airwaves, movies, and films to watch must be monitored 

and control.  

11. Church, must initiate programs, teachings, workshops, 

awareness, symposiums, panels, retreats, that are spiritually 

encouraging, inspiring, and edifying, emphasis should be on 

spiritual growth. 

12. Schools and parents must double their efforts in giving and 

making closed-door monitoring of what their wards are exposed 

to. This is very important to prevent the youths from imitating 

crime-related movies and films. Lecturers, teachers, should be 

honest in their teaching and gear toward change and life-

transformation of their students. They shouldn’t use their position 

or privilege as an advantage to lure students into immoral acts due 

to their selfish and evil desires. It is expected that both teachers 

and parents join hands in putting their wards through proper 

direction and guidance even charities to them when necessary. 

13. Every politician who is aspiring for good governance must 

preserve good people to govern.  political leaders must askew 

from using some of our youths as political tugs. This act is 

exposing some youth to artificial malady and madness. Turning 

the society to the den of tugs. Which may later turn to gangs or 

sects- like we have today, for example, Boko Haram.   

14. The government of the day must reorient and rededicate her 

commitment to govern well. Justice, fairness, and equilibrium 
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must be central, which without these, the wound is manage not 

treated. Leaders of higher and lower authorities should also 

display an attitude of honesty, trustworthiness, transparency, and 

equality in irrespective of gender, race, tribe, or religion.  

15. Traditional leaders, these groups are custodians of our diversified 

cultures. They must double their efforts in reviving those 

acceptable cultural values and etiquettes, so that young ones will 

grow in the knowledge of their cultural and societal norms and 

values. 

16. Our government again must be on their toes in collaboration with 

religious bodies to re-strategize techniques, commitment to 

propose new ideas, methods, and variables to combat crimes with 

all seriousness. 

17. The education sector has been the bedrock of the nation must be 

overhauled, the new curriculum should be developed to address 

the societal need, money should be apportioned to the education 

sector to enhance the smooth running of schools such as 

rehabilitations of dilapidated buildings, purchase of relevant 

books and materials, recent or updated visions of laboratory 

equipment and qualities personals with the high moral standard 

should be in place. 

18. Christian associations fellowships and other religious bodies must 

be on their toes in the fight against moral decadence so that sanity 

should be restored for the betterment of our society today. 

19. Research bodies also should intensity their research areas to 

engage researchers in digging out some mental problems, 

underdevelopment both in religion, economic, social and political. 

 

Conclusion 

Every human being is the bye product of society having abilities and 

tendencies of inculcating good moral values in both religion and social 

strata. When moral values, manners are in place, peace reigns, respect is 

accorded to leaders, love, empathy, honesty and admiration prevail. But 

the absence of good conduct results in immoral life which causes the 

moral problems, due to some lackadaisical attitudes parents, religion, 
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schools, (teachers), governments, leaders (political traditional), and 

religious bodies. Solutions ware postulated as all hands must be on deck 

to collectively fight the scourge galvanizing our moral society. Religious 

education should be given top priority both at home, church, and 

schools, especially teaching of Christian religious education. Researchers 

should also further their research to arrive at the best result to arrest the 

menace. 
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