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Introduction  

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE AUTHOUR AND 

SYNOPSIS OF WAITING FOR AN ANGEL  
aiting for an angel is a novel written 

by Helon Habila and published in the 

year 2003. It is a political and social 

realistic fiction that treats the brutality and 

wickedness of the military regime of the 

Nigerian recent past. 
The story is about Lomba, a journalist who resides 

in Lagos, a political prisoner under the ruthless 

reign of General Abacha. While he was in prison, 

he gets access to a pencil and paper and he keeps 

a diary by writing secretly early in the morning. 

The novel treats the theme of death, fate and 
wretchedness wrenching both gut and heart. The 
author captures the mood of years of the military 
regime, the despair, the frenzy, the somberness 
and the dreadful and airless atmosphere that 
characterizes the prison yard. 
 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE AUTHOUR OF WAITING 
FOR GODOT  
Samuel Beckett was an Irish novelist, playwright, 

short story, writer, theatre director, poet and 
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ABSTRACT 
This study 

explores the 

merging of 

literature, 

religion and 

philosophy in 

waiting for an 

angel and 

waiting for 

Godot. Helon 

Habila Waiting 

for An Angel and 

Samuel Beckett 

the writer of the 

text waiting for 

Godot. This work 

concludes after 

having 

analytically 

looked at the 

convergence of 

literature, 

religion and 

philosophy in 

waiting for an 

angel and 
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literary translator.  He was the writer of the text waiting for Godot .The 

play was first performed on the 5th of January 1953. It was originally 

written in French Language Characters include Estragon, Pozzo, Vladimir 

Vicky, Boy. The play belongs to the genre of literature called tragic 

comedy   and absurdist fiction. A resident of Paris for most of his adult 

life, he wrote in both French and English. Notable  awards includes 

,Nobel prize  in Literature 1969,craix de gruerue1945, Endgame(1957) 

crappslasttape (1958)other books include Murphy (1938) Waiting for 

Molloy (1951)Malone Dues (1951) Godot(1953)He died on the 22nd of Dec 

1989. 

 

SYNOPSIS OF THE PLAY WAITING FOR GODOT 

Waiting for Godot is a play by Samuel Beckett.In which two characters, 

Vladimir and Estragon, wait for the arrival of someone named Godot who 

never arrives, and while they are waiting they engage in a variety of 

discussions and encounter three other characters. Two men, Vladimir 

and Estragon, meet near a tree. They converse on various topics and 

reveal that they are waiting there for a man named Godot. While they 

wait, two other men enter. Pozzo is on his way to the market to sell his 

slave, Lucky. He pauses for a while to converse with Vladimir and 

Estragon. Lucky entertains them by dancing and thinking, and Pozzo and 

Lucky leave. 

After Pozzo and Lucky leave, a boy enters and tells Vladimir that he is a 

messenger from Godot. He tells Vladimir that Godot will not be coming 

tonight, but that he will surely come tomorrow. Vladimir asks him some 

questions about Godot and the boy departs. After his departure, Vladimir 

and Estragon decide to leave, but they do not move as the curtain falls. 

The next night, Vladimir and Estragon again meet near the tree to wait 

for Godot. Lucky and Pozzo enter again, but this time Pozzo is blind and 

waiting for Godot. 

 

Keywords; literature, religion, philosophy, waiting for an angel and 

waiting for Godot. 
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Lucky is dumb. Pozzo does not remember meeting the two men the 

night before. They leave and Vladimir and Estragon continue to wait. 

Shortly after, the boy enters and once again tells Vladimir that Godot will 

not be coming. He insists that he did not speak to Vladimir yesterday. 

After he leaves, Estragon and Vladimir decides to leave, but again they 

do not move as the curtain falls, ending the play. 

 The play is an example of the theatre of the Absurd, and people are 

waiting for something that never happens but it probably never will. The 

theatre of the absurd is a phenomenon of the fifties. Becket’s waiting for 

Godot reflects the absurdist’s position of the post war II human that is 

lost in the Labyrinth of disillusionment. Martin Esslin in his book the 

theatre of the absurd (1961) claims that waiting for Godot does not tell a 

story, Godot represents a type of God which seems to be omniscient and 

omnipresent, a personal god without extension who exists outside the 

boundaries of time.it is allegorical in nature, therefore impossible for him 

to take a physical form and exist at any given moment to interact with 

Vladimir and Estragon.   

 

DEFINATION OF LITERATURE 

Literature is a medium of communication. There are three genres of 

literature namely, prose, poetry and drama. Literature is also a mediocre 

of communicating philosophical ideas. Literature is didactic in nature i.e. 

it teaches moral. Literature also informs, shapes life. There is something 

integral in literature; this is its imaginative aspect, which must be high in 

verisimilitude. Alausa Taiwo. N. (2011) posits “Literature does not exist in 

some timeless, aesthetic realm as object to be passively contemplated. 

Rather, like all cultural manifestations, it is a product of the socio-

economic and ideological conditions of the time and place in which it was 

written, whether or not the author intended it so. Even though North 

and Webster (2009) claim that when we talk about literature that 

Shakespeare and Jane Austen novel, for instance, denote “… talking 

about texts that are ‘‘belletristic’’. The word which comes from a French 

phrase bellas letres (pronounced) ‘‘bel letr’’ literally means ‘beautiful 

letters’ in other words, literature consist of beautiful texts, those written 

or produced to be work of art or those we have come to value as work 



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
AUG., 2021 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJSSRA 401 

SOCIAL SCIENCE RES. & ANTHROPOLOGY VOL.6 

ISSN: 2977-5745 

of art. It is possible to reason that one significant point in favour of the 

belletristic approach to literature is that it leads us to reflect on the 

centrality of beauty to human society. This approach naturally addresses 

the poser, what kind of thing makes a literary text beautiful? However, 

as plausible as a belletristic approach to the definition of literature may 

be, it has its own sore areas. Oladipo (1993) in his monograph 

hypothesize that Literature in performing its functions operates within 

some context of ideas worldview which provides an anchor. The 

aesthetic literary appreciation used in a literary work gives the reader the 

kind of sensibility “Thus literature, like philosophy, provides a kind of 

framework within which people can perceive and interpret the world or 

human experience. 

 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PHILOSOPHY AND LITERATURE 

Nwala, T. (1985) itemize some “ideas and attitudes that could be 

regarded as philosophical” as follows 

(a) Philosophy tries to appreciate the nature of any given thing, facts 

or events; 

(b) It understands the objects itself. 

(c) Therefore, the goals of any philosophical system consist, on the 

one hand, the inculcation of habits of clear, exact logical and 

critical thinking and on the other hand the avoidance of blind 

indoctrination and the adoption of a critical attitude towards 

issues in life. 

(d) Philosophy is a form of rational activity, a critical and conscious 

effort to understand the universe, its origins, its nature and man’s 

place in it. 

 

Philosophy is the study of the fundamental nature of knowledge, reality, 

existence and problems connected to reality. There is a relationship 

between philosophy and literature, because both of them assist in 

answering some questions such as the following. 

1) Crimes and punishment; what should be the relationship 

between crime and punishment. 

2) The existence of God as in ….. Text waiting for Godot. 
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3) Freewill; can you behave the way you want to behave or can 

we be controlled in the whole society. 

4) There is also the idea that if a person commits suicide, he/she 

will go to hell. 

 

Philosophy deals with explicit set of preposition about the moral system 

in an argumentative, systematic sense. Etc. Literature also addresses the 

experience of being a moral agent by addressing the concrete features 

of persons and circumstances, provoking the reader to reflect on moral 

issues in a different and indirect way. The answer shows that one is 

realistic while the other one is indirect; however both of them are 

complex. Literature and Philosophy mold us. They have the potential to 

influence us especially to change our beliefs which is done by 

argumentative modes. According to Oladipo (1993) Philosophy can be 

used in two senses in an essay i.e. 

 Firstly, {Philosophy is a world view. A world view can be  defined as a 

general picture of the world and the place of man in it –which according 

to Alexander Spirkin does not”… reveal the full meaning of this complex 

intellectual phenomenon”. A world view is therefore “… a combination 

of a general picture of the world and the place of man in it and those 

beliefs or ideas-for example, economic, socio-political and moral derived 

or even derivable from it”. However, Philosophy as a worldview is 

communal when it arises out of the collective experience of the people; 

this is usually unconscious and non-rational. 

 Secondly, a philosophical world view apart from being consciously held 

is usually very theoretical in nature. The difference is not content but the 

manner of acquisition which is conscious or reflective in nature .A 

philosophical world-view is therefore both systematic and prognostic 

function which becomes a critical theory challenging, prevailing 

descriptions of ourselves and offering new descriptions which in the 

words of Richard Rorty argues that it “…may, perhaps engender new 

discourses, new sciences, new philosophical research programs and thus 

new objective truths”} 
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RELIGION 

Religious conviction can also be defined as a principle that strives to 

provide satisfactory answers to devotees about life, death and   rebirth, 

about man, his fate and his place in the universe (Beier, 1976).  Religions 

can be categorized in different ways according to the specific 

characteristics of faiths and how religious groups are organized. In 

different societies and among different religious groups, the forms 

religion take reflects differing belief systems, mirrors and supports other 

features of the society. Believing in one god or many, or worshipping in 

small or large groups and associating religious faith with politics all 

contribute to the social organization of religion and its relationship to the 

rest of society. 

Agreeing to Ihidero, V. O. (2012) Religion, as a belief system is practiced 

differently in different cultures. Its practices by the peoples of Africa are 

one that has undergone series of cultural process albeit the warp and 

weft that distort culture for religion and religion for culture. Imported 

beliefs, as interpreted by priests, monarchs or religious heads to de-

emphasize the cultures of people do not completely becloud indigenous 

African practices but evoke the true African spirit of denouncing leaders 

who use religion or its agents to reduce the existence of the people.  

Religion stalemates characters, as well as nations to the society in which 

they live by establishing communal awareness; the body of beliefs that 

are common to a community or society and that give people a wisdom 

of belonging. Religion is the easiest and most prominently accessible tool 

for political armament, mass mobilization and identity differentiation 

rather than the intrinsic religious value it serves. The heights of 

nationalist thoughts are no longer rooted on socio-political institutions 

but more on   religious institution. From the time when this shift 

happened, the religious characters has become so prominent that 

present interactions tend to be defined along religious lines, which in 

turn lends itself to intractability. The tussle on “terror” declared by the 

United States, as well other international governments suddenly became 

war on religion in the Middle East. Consequently, while many inside the 

region may not have originally seen this conflict along religious lines, 
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creed has provided the most conspicuous and expedient form for 

articulating their frustrations. 

 

ETHICAL POSITION OF THE AUTHORS 

Sodipo, (1972) states that philosophy is also concerned with critical 

thinking about concepts and principles we employ to organize our 

experience in morals; in religion, and in social and political life, in law, in 

philosophy, in history, education and in the natural sciences. Philosophy 

is an organization of ideas beliefs, ideas and principles that guide social, 

traditional, political and fiscal roles of a society. This appraisal will 

essentially talk on the empathy between philosophy and literature .We 

cannot talk of the great African writers, until they become philosophers 

by “presenting pictures of the African experience” from unrealistic 

perceptions which are as follows 

Firstly, it must own characterizations of the senses. Secondly, two 

important ways in which philosophy and literature are related- as forms 

of social consciousness and as constructions in language. Thirdly, there 

should be a critical look at some salient characteristics of modern African 

novel with the view to making the claim that its themes can have 

sufficient human interest or stand the test of time only if it becomes 

philosophical. 

Philosophy is composed of four basic characteristics which includes, 

❖ Control over thought. 

❖ It must be capable of directing one’s evaluations. 

❖ It must provide guidance towards action and  

❖ It must be logically coherent. 

 

MERGER BETWEEN LITERATURE, RELIGION AND PHLOSOPHY 

The relationship between literature, religion and philosophy is sort of 

Comparative Literature. Literature is a specific form of media. It is a 

medium of communicating philosophical ideas. 

Comparative literature does not have a particular definition. It is the 

study of literature beyond the confines of one particular country and the 

study of relationship between literature on one hand and other areas of 

knowledge and belief, such as the arts (e.g. painting, sculpture, 
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architecture, and music), the sciences, religion etc. on the other hand. In 

brief it is the comparison of literature with other sphere of human 

expression ‘Henry Remark 1961’. 

Comparative literature is the whole study of the whole of literature as far 

as the mind and life can stretch. By its very scope comparative literature 

is a presumptuous study by ‘Lowry Nelson 1988’.Comparative literature 

is the transnational dimension of literature and culture. According to 

Roland Greene Comparative literature is a laboratory or workshop of 

literary studies that compares literatures not, only as accumulative of 

binary works but as the languages, cultures (e.g. Igbo and Yoruba), 

Histories e.g. (Nigeria colonial and South African Apartheid), Traditions 

e.g. (Nigerian and European) Europeans believe in the art far art sake, 

just for entertainment.   

Comparative literature in English is the study of the interrelationship of 

the literature of two or more national cultures usually of differing 

languages and especially of the influences of one upon the other 

sometimes it could be an informal study of literary works. Comparative 

Literature compares literature simultaneous, histories, traditions, 

theories, and practices with which those works come. Comparative 

literature will consider literature from different genres, locations, and 

time periods simultaneously. Beyond that, comparative literature thinks 

across different disciplines, like literature and music, literature and 

anthropology, literature and film, literature and fine arts etc. 

Comparative literature can also be called World Literature but 

Comparative literature is the widely used term. Comparative Literature 

poses such questions as, what is the place of literature in society. How 

does literature as a form change over time, and in relation to other forms 

of making art? How does literature shape and respond to values, social 

movements, or political contexts?  

Comparative literature is an interdisciplinary literature e.g. literature and 

music, literature and religion. Comparative Literature which is an 

interdisciplinary field allows practitioners study literature across national 

borders, across time periods, across languages, across genres, across 

boundaries between literature and this gives them the authorizations to 
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explore different countries. It is a study of text across languages i.e. the 

multilingual aspect of literature 

Comparative literature regularly joins literary texts from different 

languages and cultures. It also regularly connects a poem with dance; a 

film with the novel e.g. this study will also explore the convergence of 

literature, philosophy and religion in two texts namely: waiting for an 

angel and waiting for Godot. Consequently, presenting the similarity 

between literature, religion and philosophy can be considered in two 

senses; as a world view and critical discourse. Philosophy, Religion and 

Literature are both social phenomena forms of social consciousness. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In assumption, they all sprang from the experience of individuals 

(Philosophy, Religion and Literature). Also, they are all born of the 

intellectual and practical needs of society and the individuals and the 

classes comprising it. We can therefore conclude that there is a close 

similarity between the philosophy, religion and Literature as forms of 

social consciousness. 

Also, Literature has to be considered works of moral philosophy, 

because it promotes a more emphatic society while encouraging morals 

.Literature should therefore be considered as a medium for conveying 

moral insight. Throughout Waiting for Godot, the audience may 

encounter religious,psychological,philosophical, classical, psychoanalyti

cal andbiographical especially in the time of war . There 

are ritualistic aspects and elements taken directly from variety show and 

there is a danger in making more of these than what they are: that is, 

merely structural conveniences, avatars into which the writer places his 

fictional characters. The play "exploits several archetypal forms and 

situations, all of which lend themselves to both comedy and tragedy. 

Waiting for an angel and waiting for Godot can thus be analyzed from the 

philosophical point of view using the idea of the comparative Literature 

which will likely shock the reader by showing the brazen wickedness of 

the Abacha regime and to didactically propagate for positive, moral 

uprightness in human behavior on the part of political leaders. The novel 

insistently invites a discussion of ethical and religious behavior of rulers, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_antiquity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychoanalysis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychoanalysis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ritual
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politicians and other people, absence of rule of law, lack of democratic 

values are also themes treated in the novel. The author in Waiting for an 

angel personalized his narrative by using a dairy approach, an example is 

as follows “Friday, July 1977 

Today I begin a dairy to say all things I want to say to myself because here 

in prison there is no one to listen. I express myself; it stops me from 

standing in the middle of this narrow cell and screaming at the top of my 

voice.  It stops me from jumping up and bashing my head repeatedly 

against the wall. Prison chains not so much your hands and feet as it does 

your voice.” 

Contrary to what readers may assume, the “Angel” in Waiting on an 

Angel isn’t some sweet cherub who brings salvation to suffering 

Nigerians; it’s not even some kind of avenging angel, raining destruction 

on Nigeria’s oppressors. Rather, it’s the “Angel of Death”—which, by the 

way, means that when Lomba and others beg the spirit world to end 

their misery using the invocation of the book’s title, they’re really 

begging for their own demise. 

The connective thematic tissue between each of these stories is how 

totalitarian regimes deprive citizens of even modest desires, let alone 

moonshot dreams like Lomba’s. And so Lomba puts his dream aside 

indefinitely, joining Dial Magazine as an arts and culture reporter. When 

Lomba implies that arts reporters don’t run afoul of the government, his 

editor corrects him: “Everything is politics in this country.” 

Disenchanted by how far the Abacha regime will go to control Nigerian 

writers, Lomba comes to a liberating realization: If being any kind of 

writer is going to make him an enemy of the state, then he might as well 

write about things that matter. That’s when Lomba starts accepting 

assignments to cover student protests until one day, while reporting on 

such a demonstration, the scene descends into violence, chaos, and 

police action. Now on a collision course with destiny, Lomba is arrested 

for the dubious crime of “being a journalist” and sent to the detention 

facility introduced in the first chapter, ending Lomba’s story where it 

began and evoking a powerful image of Poverty Street as a circle of 

despair from which no one escapes. 
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Finally, close similarity between Philosophy, Religion and Literature is the 

purview of Semantic, which are arrangements in Linguistic. They are 

discourses that seek to construct and deconstruct reality or perceptions 

of ourselves. The identity of Godot has been the subject of much debate. 

"When Colin Duckworth asked Beckett point-blank whether Pozzo was 

Godot, the author replied: 'No. It is just implied in the text, but it's not 

true.' "  

 Vivian Mercier described Waiting for Godot as a play which "has 

achieved a theoretical impossibility—a play in which nothing happens, 

that yet keeps audiences glued to their seats. What's more, since the 

second act is a subtly different reprise of the first, he has written a play 

in which nothing happens, twice. Mercier once questioned Beckett on 

the language used by the pair: "It seemed to me...he made Didi and Gogo 

sound as if they had earned PhDs. 'How do you know they hadn't?' was 

his reply. “They clearly have known better times, a visit to the Eiffel 

Tower and grape-harvesting by the Rhône; it is about all either has to say 

about their pasts, save for Estragon's claim to have been a poet, an 

explanation Estragon provides to Vladimir for his destitution. In the first 

stage production, which Beckett oversaw, both are "more shabby-

genteel than ragged...Vladimir at least is capable of being 

scandalized...on a matter of etiquette when Estragon begs for chicken 

bones or money."  

Generally speaking, existentialists hold that there are certain 

fundamental questions that all human beings must come to terms with 

if they are to take their subjective existences seriously and with intrinsic 

value. Questions such as life, death, the meaning of human existence and 

the place of God in that existence are among them. By and large, the 

theories of existentialism assert that conscious reality is very complex 

and without an "objective" or universally known value: the individual 

must create value by affirming it and living it, not by simply talking about 

it or philosophizing it in the mind. The play may be seen to touch on all 

of these issues. 

Martin Esslin, in his The Theatre of the Absurd (1960), argued that Waiting 

for Godot was part of a broader literary movement that he called 

the Theatre of the Absurd, a form of theatre which stemmed from 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vivian_Mercier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rh%C3%B4ne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etiquette
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Begging
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meaning_of_life#Existentialism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Esslin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literary_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theatre_of_the_Absurd
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the absurdist philosophy of Albert Camus. Absurdum itself is a branch of 

the traditional assertions of existentialism, pioneered by Søren 

Kierkegaard, and posits that, while inherent meaning might very well 

exist in the universe, human beings are incapable of finding it due to 

some form of mental or philosophical limitation. Thus humanity is 

doomed to be faced with the Absurd, or the absolute absurdity of the 

existence in lack of intrinsic purpose. 
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