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INTRODUCTION 

ost of the papers contained in this 

volume were presented at a 

conference in Sieradz, Poland, in the 

Spring of 2014; others were inspired by its theme 

and its aims. The Sieradz English Teaching And 

Research Forum was organised in order to provide 

an opportunity for four different groups to come 

together and discuss the teaching of English: 

researchers engaged in investigating the nature of 

language teaching and learning; teacher trainers 

charged with developing the next generation of 

educators; practising language teachers at work 

now in Polish schools, and students, many of 

whom will go on to teach in the future. 

As organisers we were concerned that many 

practising teachers felt very distant from the 

research process and the theoretical concerns of 

academics. At the same time, we understood that 

it is essential for those of us engaged in research 

which studies and hopes to affect the classroom, 

to maintain contact with the reality of language 

teaching as it is conducted in schools from the 
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ABSTRACT 
The key questions 
which have always 
been the focus of 
attention in 
foreign language 
teaching and 
learning address 
problems of how 
to encourage and 
motivate learners 
to study more 
effectively and 
how to educate 
teachers to make 
this happen. The 
present volume 
reflects a 
selection of 
themes and topics 
which take up 
some of these 
issues, presented 
and discussed at 
the Sieradz 
English Teaching 
and Research 
Forum organized 
by the Foreign 
Language Teacher 
Training College in 
Sieradz in April 
2014. Drawing on 
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nursery to university, in private schools and the toughest of state run 

a range of new developments in linguistic theory and foreign language pedagogy, 
this volume brings together theoretical perspectives and new empirical studies in the 
field of foreign language teaching and foreign language teacher education in Poland. 
My presentation at the conference (Lewandowska-Tomaszczyk 2014a) focused on 
the contribution of Cognitive Linguistics and language corpora to the analysis of 
English and Polish grammar and vocabulary and to the development of effective 
techniques of semantics- and grammar- awareness-raising with FL learners. The 
linguistic area discussed involved questions which arise with reference to time, 
temporality and time experience and their manifestation in language. These 
questions include a number of more specific issues. The first relates to the way the 
experience humans acquire and possess is organized in terms of a temporal  
framework and how this experience is expressed in the grammatical categories 
available in the languages they use. Another particular issue is how linguistic forms 
accommodate various types of time concepts and particularly temporal 
displacement, in which the actual temporal point of reference in a real context is 
different from that described or referred to in a linguistic utterance. The question 
of the nature of mental models language users develop to grasp and convey the 
notion of time, particularly in terms of the ongoing debate on the actual (physical 
and ontological) and cognitive (conceptual) position and functions of time, especially 
with reference to space, is another vast research area with direct relevance to foreign 
language awareness raising. Finally, the investigation aimed at uncovering the 
processes of native and non-native time acquisition, which provides new insight into 
FLT methodology employed in the teaching of temporal categories in non-native 
contexts. The basic conclusion from the reported study (see also Lewandowska- 
Tomaszczyk 2014) clearly points to the character of language research methodology, 
which combines cognitive linguistic analysis and usage- based implications, inferred 
from the analysis of large corpus-based materials. Effective FLT methods and 
techniques on the other hand are shown to involve both form- and meaning-focused 
techniques to facilitate language awareness-raising through grammar-discovery 
tasks, as first labelled by Ellis and Gaies (1998). The authors convincingly argue that 
FLT learners internalize those linguistic properties that they are ready to learn and 
the learning process passes through a series of transitional stages, in which learners 
first notice a pattern (Schmidt 2010) and gradually acquire a system to, at least 
partly, monitor its use, which is precisely what is needed in competent 
communication. The role and function of computerized language corpora, both 
national such as British National Corpus (BNC), Corpus of Contemporary American 
(COCA) or National Corpus of Polish (nkjp.pl), and learner collections of authentic 
language materials cannot be overestimated. Numerous publications (Granger et al. 
2002) show a range of corpus- based approaches to interlanguage analysis, and the 
analysis presented at the conference (Lewandowska-Tomaszczyk 2014a) precisely 
identified the transitional stages in the process of learning English time-related 
concepts with Polish students as well as the direct pedagogical relevance of learner 
corpus work both in foreign language learning and teacher education. 
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institutions. 

The presentations given on the day covered a very wide range of issues 

of interest to teachers and researchers alike, and the interaction 

between the two groups led to intense discussion and was, we believe, 

informative and stimulating for both groups. The topics covered, 

although extremely diverse, can be divided into two principal groups and 

that is the structure we have followed in this volume. 

Part one contains papers taking, in the main, the perspective of the 

teacher and the process of teaching. There is, as one would expect in any 

contemporary discussion of such matters, quite an emphasis on the 

effect of developments in technology on the classroom and how the new 

opportunities offered by those developments can best be utilised for the 

good of language learners. In the first paper, Jarosław Krajka discusses 

an integral part of e-learning, telecollaboration. Telecollaboration treats 

learning as a social process and promotes communication between 

learners using a range of web-based platforms. Professor Krajka 

thoroughly explores the aims and the potential of such methods, as well 

as considering the drawbacks and possible difficulties, many of which 

have been eased by the advent of Web 2.0. 

The theme of collaboration is continued by Przemysław Krakowian. His 

contribution introduces the notion of Communities of Practice, where 

individuals with a common purpose come together to discuss and solve 

outstanding problems. One such example is the Electronic Performance 

Support System hosted by the University of Łódź. Professor Krakowian 

provides a full description of the system and a practical guide to its use, 

and points out the variety of applications the tool has both in the 

assessment of oral production and the understanding of raters and 

rating systems. 

Mariusz Marczak's paper concerns the concept of teaching writing skills 

in EFL courses through online collaboration tools. It demonstrates how 

to harness cloud computing technology in order to foster synchronous 

learner-learner collaboration online with a view to making learners 

benefit from mutual contribution to the writing process. The study 

discussed investigates the actual practices that students follow while 

writing collaboratively as well as their perceptions of this kind of work 
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mode. The author rounds the paper up with a set of conclusions 

pertaining to the advantages of online collaborative writing. 

The fourth article also deals with issues arising from the spread of 

information technology, but takes a different perspective. Katarzyna 

Papaja, Adam Pluszczyk and Artur Świątek constructed a questionnaire 

designed to assess the degree to which learners of English adapt their 

language when communicating via the web as opposed to traditional 

linguistic interactions. They look also at the effect computer-mediated 

communication has on the learning process, concluding that it may be of 

great help in learning vocabulary but is of less importance in the 

acquisition of grammar. 

The remaining two papers in this section address more traditional 

methodological problems. Mark Weaver is an experienced teacher 

trainer and classroom assessor. His contribution looks at differences in 

teacher behaviour found when teaching groups of boys and groups of 

girls. The study he conducted in Polish school classrooms involved a 

comparison of elicitation techniques used by teachers when dealing with 

different  genders and found substantial differences in the way teachers 

work with male and female learners. He concludes by discussing what 

attitudes lie behind these differences and how the techniques used 

affect learner outcomes. 

Anna Świerczyńska describes a study she carried out using innovative 

informal methods of assessment. Her focus is on the assessment of 

reading skills, but the idea of employing non-traditional methods of 

assessments is relevant to all language skills. The approach she took 

sought to encourage good behaviours in students and to involve them in 

the process of assessment. She notes that, despite some practical 

difficulties, this led to an increase in motivation to read among the 

participants and gave the teacher a better idea of the ability of the 

students. 

Along with the advent of communication technology and all the 
opportunities it presents, perhaps the most important trend in English 
teaching research over recent years has been the increased interest in 
the attitudes, needs and abilities of the learner. Section two of this 
collection asks and seeks to answer a number of questions relating to 
the wishes and beliefs of learners; considers the needs of particular 
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groups, such as the blind, and the challenges they face,; and ends with a 
look at emotions and how they are differently expressed and understood 
in different language cultures, an issue of great importance to all 
teachers who work with students from around the world. 
Dorota Lipińska's paper questions pre-conceptions about the aims of 
language learners by actually asking them what they see as their target 
in the area of pronunciation. Her study suggests that although we cannot 
take it for granted that all learners wish to achieve a native-like accent, 
most do and those who would prefer to move to a more neutral model 
of pronunciation teaching may be doing so against the wishes of their 
students. 
The Individual Differences Myth is the suggestion raised by Zoltan 
Dornyei that the traditional concept of distinct individual differences 
operating more or less independently is no longer sustainable. Martin 
Hinton considers this viewpoint and looks at how researchers may 
respond to the challenge laid down by Dornyei. It is suggested that 
although Dornyei's ideas bring considerable problems for those studying 
individual differences, he cannot be ignored, and that with the right 
methodology, embracing the notion of interrelated differences in a state 
of flux, they can lead to a better understanding of how the individual 
functions and learns. 
Monika Madej and Zuzanna Kiermasz have examined the reactions of a 
group of students to a particular methodology: in this case teaching 
vocabulary through the use of word clouds. They looked for correlations 
between the attitudes of students and an assessment of their 
intelligence type, based on the theory of multiple intelligences. They 
report some significant differences between the reception of the 
method by different intelligence types which should be borne in mind by 
teachers when making use of word clouds and similar techniques, and 
discuss a number of avenues for further research. 
The contribution of Agnieszka Piskorska addresses the often neglected 
area of learners with specific impairments. She looks at blind learners 
and how their differing experience of the world can impact on their 
ability to perform comprehension tasks in a foreign language, designed 
by and primarily for sighted people. As well as describing comprehension 
problems caused by gaps in knowledge and pragmatic competence, she 
also makes a number of practical suggestions which would make 
examination tasks fairer and less confusing for the blind. 
The final chapter in the volume deals with language and emotion rather 
than teaching and learning per se. Paul Wilson's study looks at how 
emotions and their linguistic expression are influenced by socio-cultural 
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factors, by examining the links between the understanding of apparently 
direct translations of emotion words and cultural differences, 
particularly the degree of individualism and collectivism in British and 
Polish society. The finding that English and Polish speakers have quite 
different associations to what is usually considered to be the same word 
is of great importance to language learners and teachers as both groups 
are happy to translate freely between languages, when, in fact, they 
ought to pay more attention to the subtle differences in the 
connotations of matching words between languages. 
As editors, we sincerely hope and believe that the work collected in this 
volume will be of great interest to students and teachers alike, and will 
serve to further stimulate research into the many fascinating areas of the 
study of English Language Teaching. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone involved in producing this publication, in 
particular the contributors themselves and reviewers, dr Dorota 
Gonigroszek and dr Arkadiusz Rojczyk, without whose work no volume 
could have materialised. 
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