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INTRODUCTION 

igeria is currently witnessing high rate of 

insecurity. The deteriorating security 

situation in Nigeria is worrisome. The 

increasing rate of insecurity throughout the 

country has given way to suspicion and hatred. 

This has given rise to unprecedented level of 

insecurity ranging from intra-communal, inter-

communal and inter-ethnic clashes. There is also 

religious violence; armed robbers, assassination, 

kidnapping, Boko Haram, Banditry and lots more 

that is associated with insecurity in the country 

(Mutiullah as cital in Abubakar, 2011). The unity 

and love that Nigeria as a nation was based upon 

is gradually facing dissipation as a result of crimes 

and crime related activities. 

This has shifted the attention of government at all 

levels from development programmes to fighting 

terrorism, resolving conflicts and strategizing on 

how to upload the nations unity. Government 

effort to curtail insecurity seems insufficient as the 

perpetrators continuously get away after 
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committing crimes. The increa 

sing rate of armed robbery, 

kidnapping, book haram, military, 

bandit, killings, maiming and 

raping of women/girls are clear 

indications that Nigerians live 

their lives in fear. The 

perpetrators of these hideous 

activities seem to be unrepentant 

in causing trauma to the entire 

citizens of Nigeria. These inhuman 

activities are on the increase 

making insecurity to gain 

popularity and reducing the 

courage of the citizens to nothing.  

Chukwumezie and Osakpa, (2015) 

asserted that insecurity is like an 

earthquake that shakes the 

foundation of a town and in 

minutes. It is reduced to rubble 

causing death and destruction: a 

tornado or hurricane that blows a 

lifetime of treasures, assassins, 

kidnappers and ritualist prowl by 

day and night. The authors went 

further to explain insecurity of a 

home and terrorism that frightens 

a nation. Today, international and 

personal tragedies make our 

world. It has made our country 

and localities to seem as tearful 

places overflowing with evil and 

seemingly out of control. People 

constantly look over their 

shoulders to see who or what is 

challenges in the country is 

enormous and complex and would 

continue to be if drastic measures 

are not taken. The paper also 

noted that poor infrastructural 

designs in schools can expose 

students to insecurity problems 

like hazards and stress. The paper 

concluded that Nigeria is sitting on 

a time bomb that may explode at 

any time if drastic measures are 

not taken. It therefore suggested 

that the way forward could be that 

the government at various levels 

should develop and improve 

policies and institutional means of 

dealing with security concern 

arising in the country. It also 

suggested that empowering 

Nigerians through skill acquisition-

oriented courses and training will 

go a long way to change their mind 

sets towards productive ventures 

and adequate Office Technology 

and Management (OTM) 

programme is a panacea for 

achieving sustainability of the 

economic needs of the youth. 
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coming after them on the highway, on the street, even in their homes. 

Insecurity is everywhere.  

The term insecurity is used to describe a situation whereby there is 

feeling of inadequacy in the protection of lives and properties. Aliyu, 

(2012) observed that insecurity is as a result of structural entrenched 

crisis of development that creates environment for the emergence of 

poverty, unemployment and inequality in the country. These factors as 

mentioned by Aliyu and undoubtedly have contributed to the increase of 

insecurity by causing their victims to be frustrated, alienated and social 

discontents. 

Insecurity according to Nwosu, Ukwunna J., Ebokaiwe and Ukwunna G. 

(n.d) is concerned with feelings of uncertainty, dangers or threats to life. 

The authors went further to explain that when an individual does not 

have control over a situation but has to rely on the cooperation of others 

that cannot be guaranteed, the result may be frustration or insecurity. 

Insecurity is a negative feeling involving fear, anxiety, uncertainty and 

injustice among others. Insecurity is a threat to learning. Security on the 

other hand involves the existence of environmental factors that instill 

peace of mind in an individual in order to empower him/her to function 

optimally in the society. It can be seen as the state of safety, freedom 

from danger and protection from physical harm. Poor human relations 

between teacher and student can hamper students’ mental health and 

cause of insecurity. 

Poor infrastructural designs in schools can expose students to insecurity 

problems like health hazards and stress. Female students in most cases 

feel threatened as a result of rampant incidents of sexual abuse and rape 

in schools and the society (Akinetunde, 2015). Shuaibu, (2015) in his 

words stated that a safe school is one that fosters peaceful, positive or 

cordial relationship among students, teachers and administrators. 

Prevailing conflict within communities around the schools often has 

ripple effects on the teaching and learning activities of such schools. 

Education has as its primary goal, to bring about positive changes or 

modification of people’s behaviors and Office Technology and 

Management (OTM) has the singular and vital responsibility of not only 

changing people’s behavior positively but also equipping them with 
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practical skills to secure and hold gainful employment or become self-

employed in industry, commerce and the professions. 

It is obvious that empowering Nigerians through skill acquisition-

oriented courses and training will change their mind sets towards 

productive ventures and adequate Office Technology and Management 

(OTM) programme is a panacea for achieving sustainability of the 

economic needs of the youths.  

Office Technology and Management (OTM) according to Okoli, (2019), is 

that aspect of the total educational programme that provides the 

knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes needed to perform 

effectively in the world of work as a producer and a consumer of goods 

and services. OTM is an office education course that is offered in the 

polytechnic and as a branch of business education in the university. It is 

aimed at equipping today’s graduate of OTM with the competencies and 

skills needed to meet the demand and dynamics of today’s automated 

workplace. Peter (2019), as cited in Ukonu (2021) opines that OTM is a 

type of education that is concerned with the acquisition of skills of office 

occupation, aptitudes, attitudes and knowledge for carrying out 

successfully the functions in the office. 

OTM courses are also aimed at equipping individual with knowledge, 

skills, vocations and attitudes needed to manage personal business as 

well as function effectively in the economic system (American Vocational 

Association as cited in Onojetah, 2012). 

Since the increasing rate of insecurity in Nigeria demands that there 

should be redirection of the country’s system towards skill acquisition in 

order to engage more people and OTM is one of the vocational courses 

that can-do justice to that. It is against this background that the paper 

focuses on insecurity challenges and its implication on Office Technology 

and Management education in Nigeria. 

 

Conceptual Clarification 

Concept of Security and Insecurity 

Akin, (2008) defines security as the situation that exists as a result of the 

establishment of measures for the protection of persons, information 

and property against hostile persons, influences and actions. It is the 
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existence of conditions within which people in a society can go about 

their normal daily activities without any threats to their lives and 

properties. Security may also be conceived as protection from danger, 

violence, fear, and want that impair, or capable of impairing the full 

development and existential well-being of citizens. Security implies the 

absence of fear and want.  

Conversely, Akin (2008) explains insecurity as the antithesis of security 

and has attracted such comment as want of safety, dangers, hazards, 

uncertainly, state of doubt, inadequately guarded or protected, 

instability, trouble, lack of protective and being safe, and others. 

Achumba, Ighosmerecho and Akpor, (2013) argue further that insecurity 

is a condition where there exists a vulnerability to harm, loss of life, 

property or livelihood. The authors also describe insecurity as a state of 

not knowing, a lack of control and the inability to take defensive action 

against forces that portend harm or danger to an individual or groups or 

what can make one vulnerable. Insecurity can be seen as the state of 

being open to or subjected to danger or threat of danger. 

 

Causes of Insecurity in Nigeria 

There are different causes of insecurity from different scholars: 

Achumba Igbjomerno and Akpor, (2013) highlighted some of the 

immediate factors that have contributed to the state of insecurity in the 

country as follows. 

Porous borders, rural-urban drift, social irresponsibility companies 

resulting in negative externalities which provoke social unrest within 

their host communities, unemployment, poverty and terrorism. 

All these according to the authors combine to create sultry security 

situation in the country. 

Other causes are as follows: -  

Otite, (2012) submitted that the state of insecurity in Nigeria could be 

attributed to security lapses on the part of the security agents, 

Abubakar, (2005) points towards failure of the government to provide or 

manage the basic human needs of the citizens, ethnic disagreements, 

and national resource contentions, Udoh, (2015) is of the view that 

insecurity in Nigeria is caused by porous borders, illegal arms 
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importation, proliferation of illegal arms, ethnicity, emergence of ethnic 

militia groups, corruption, marginalization, poor leadership, religious 

fanaticism / extremism and unemployment. 

In the same vein, Olawale (2016) pinpoints the following as causes of 

insecurity in Nigeria  

Weak judicial system, imbalanced development and porous coastal 

borders. 

Nadabo, (2013) sees bad leadership, corruption and illiteracy among 

other factors breeding insecurity in Nigeria while Odide, (2014) points to 

politics of bitterness in which the political power is seen as a do-or-die 

affair. This invariably leads to political thuggery and insecurity. 

Akintokunbo, (2011) links insecurity in Nigeria to massive and unchecked 

corruption, greed, selfishness, unpatriotic, lack of political will and 

conscience, and of course, lack of vision and purpose. King, (2016) states 

that causes of insecurity in Nigeria include a combination of the following 

factors:  

1. Lack of institutional capacity. 

2. Lack of basic necessities. 

3. Pervasive material inequalities and unfairness. 

4. Ethno – religious conflicts. 

5. Weak security systems. 

6. Loss of socio-cultural and communal value system, porous 

borders, rural / urban drifts anti-social and irresponsible 

companies, unemployment and poverty. 

 

There is no doubt that all of the above-mentioned factors affect the state 

of education in the country and OTM in the Polytechnic is not an 

exception. 

 

Education and insecurity in Nigeria 

Dambazau, (2014) stresses that education is used more as a strategic tool 

for technology needed for nation’s economic and socio-cultural 

development. The author links acquisition of genuine wealth and 

happiness whereas lack of it exacerbates one’s level of ignorance and 

leads to blunders, poverty, unhappiness and sometimes the commission 

of crimes. Lack of education affects the state of affairs in a nation. Dike, 
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(2003) supports this when he opines that the socio-political and 

economic development of a nation and or her health are in many ways 

determined by the quality and level of educational attainment of the 

population. 

In securing lives and property of every nation, education is an essential 

tool. Sadiq, (2013) asserts that an educational population is an asset to a 

nation due to the fact that education promotes national security as it 

inculcates desirable human traits like honesty, sincerity, hard work, 

punctuality, productivity, innovation, patriotism, selflessness, 

brotherhood, and friendship. It also empowers peace by inculcating life-

long skills and know-how thereby liberating the individual from poverty 

and ward. 

Education and insecurity do not relate, where there is insecurity, the 

education sector crumbles and this is exactly what happened in the 

northeast in 2014. Since the invasion of Boko harm then and the 

continued attacks on schools, teachers and students, the education 

sector has not returned back to normal. 

Malala, (2016) stated that eradicating insecurity and global terrorism 

goes beyond proliferation and development of guns and drones, instead 

spreading quality education across the nation and globe irrespective of 

regions and culture. This is because wars and weapons can only kill 

terrorists but it is only through education that terrorism can be ended. 

Swapping of textbooks and other educational material for drones and 

guns will help educate the people on the need for peace for unity. 

Education is the key to global security, therefore there is need for 

changes in policies in every nation of the world to holistically cater for 

education of every citizen. This in turn could enhance, tolerance, 

patience, love for each other, friendship and harmony in the nation and 

society at large. Ineffective education is the leading factor responsible 

for insecurity syndrome in Nigeria. 

 

Implications of insecurity on OTM education 

Education before the numerous attacks had experienced massive 

turnout of students from every part of the country travelling to different 

tertiary institutions in Nigeria for quest for knowledge and skill. Today, it 
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is a different story as people are afraid to school outside their locality for 

fear of attacks and terrorism. 

The numerous attacks on education and its development in the country 

has imprinted on the psyche of Nigerians that the government security 

apparatus is incapable of guaranteeing the safely and security of its 

people educationally. The implication here is that people tend to fear 

which is also limiting the people’s ability educationally. This has brought 

about  

I. Low/non-enrolment of students.  

II. Poor attendance to school / drop outs.  

III. Poor performance of students / teachers. 

IV. Shortage of schools and infrastructure.  

 

1. Low/non-enrolment of students: - The prevailing insecurity in 

the country has been a clog in the wheel of education success. 

Many parents have refused to send their children to school 

because the distance is too far away and the route is risky for 

fear of kidnappers / abductors. The attack on schools on 

different parts of the country where scores were killed and 

many others maimed for life has reduced the interest of both 

parents and their wards towards education. This has put fears 

on children and their parents when it comes to enrolment. 

Being in school or its environs has become the most dreaded 

activity one can every think of indulging in as that serves as an 

express ticket to the great beyond. When there are few 

enrolments, the institutions become scanty and this directly or 

indirectly affect OTM education and the entire polytechnic 

education on the long run. 

2. Poor attendance to school / dropouts: -the mere fact that 

parents and their children live in perpetual fear of attacks has 

direct effect on school attendance. Basically, attendance to 

school is dependent on the readiness of the child, 

encouragement from parents, provision of school material 

distance to school and above all the security of the child. 
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As insecurity has become a threat to most parents and their 

children, no parent would like to expose his child to areas 

where there is security crisis and that in turn affect the rate of 

school attendance in institutions.  

Akintoye, (2010) noted that irrespective of age, sex and 

nationality, once there is an attack by Boko Haram, the 

survivors in most cases change locations and will never want 

to come back to such places again. This also affects the 

children schooling as both parents and children hesitate in 

going back to school especially when they are not too sure of 

the security measures that have been put in place. 

Where there is security problem, parents will definitely protect 

their children by keeping them indoors. Even if the federal 

government effort in curbing insecurity have made some 

appreciable success with the few students in primary, 

secondary and tertiary institutions risking school attendance. 

Some drop out of school either as a result of the death, 

relocation of their parents or as a result of fear of deadly and 

sporadic attacks. This affects OTM education as well. 

3. Effects on students / teacher’s performance. 

Insecurity impede education when it keeps teachers’ and other 

educational staff at home, shuts down schools and prevent 

government and private individual from opening new schools. 

This goes a long way to spell poor quality of education as the 

teachers cannot be at their best to offer and impart maximally 

and efficiently under the atmosphere of insecurity and fear. 

The ill wind of insecurity has consumed the lives of several 

innocent teachers rendering their families helpless without a 

bread winner (Oladunjoye Omemu, 2013). 

For the fact that teachers and students are prone to attacks, 

many teaching and non-teaching staff have either transferred 

their services to schools in safer parts of the country or 

outrightly terminated the appointment. This has brought 

about shortage and near death of teaching and non-teaching 
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staff in educational institutions. This has really affected OTM 

education which is practical oriented. Academic calendar is 

often distorted and curriculum not covered in most cases due 

to attack as students are sent home for safety. 

4. Shortage of schools and infrastructure 

According to Oladunjoye, (2013), most of the schools and the 

infrastructure have been destroyed or damaged by terrorist 

attacks. Insecurity is undoubtedly an obstacle to education as 

it will not strive under the current dangerous setting. Human 

right watch (2005), explained that in some areas where 

schools do exist, families still find them inadequate unsafe or 

culturally inappropriate as many schools are held in tents, 

private homes, donated structures, without the required 

infrastructures and facilities that could enhance proper 

learning. OTM education finds itself in such situation in some 

part of the country. For fear of insecurity, practical lessons are 

not taken as supposed. 

5. Insecurity has made it difficult to attract more qualifies staff 

from within and outside Nigeria, due to fear of crime and 

violence on campuses in the country. People only feel safe 

around their immediate environment. 

6. School insecurity is an existential threat to our national 

development which requires the development of extra-

ordinary measures to arrest the situation. 

 

Conclusion 

Paying lip service to security matters in Nigeria by government and its 

agencies is sitting on a time bomb that may explode anytime. The effects 

of insecurity on education, is a sensitive topic for the government and 

international community. The resuscitation of the education system can 

only be effective with the eradication of insecurity and re-introducing 

peace in its entirely, which is the bedrock upon which education and 

other development strides thrive upon. 
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Furthermore, despite the numerous and unchecked attacks on 

education and the instilling of fear in the majority of the populace, it 

should always be remembered that education remained the foundation 

and the bedrock of human and capital development in Nigeria and should 

therefore be encouraged and sustained, “A stich in time, they say saves 

nine”. The issue of school security should be given a priority attention if 

Nigeria’s quest for quality education, national unity and cohesion would 

be actualized. 

 

The way forward 

The insecurity challenges in Nigeria has become formidable challenge for 

the Nigerian government and people. These challenges facing the 

country have triggered the insecurity situation in Nigeria. To overcome 

this ugly situation, it requires government at all levels to develop and 

improve policies and institutional means of dealing with security 

concerns in the country. Therefore, the paper suggests the way forward 

to be: -  

1. Security in Nigeria should be provided with modern security 

gadgets. Undergo regular training to update them on the latest 

ways of responding to internal security challenge and other 

threats pose by insurgents. 

2. People should develop the habit of being security conscious and 

to report any security bridges to the appropriate security agencies 

for immediate actions. The early detection of the signs will help to 

provide a safe and enabling environment for the people. 

3. Moral values should be inculcated to citizens in their churches and 

mosques on how to conduct themselves values for human life, 

regard for human dignity, the right to life, liberty and security of 

the people, freedom of worship, religious tolerance and freedom 

of opinion should be taught to citizens. 

4. Civil society should be as vanguard for peace. This can be achieved 

through awareness to awaken society to the disastrous effect of 

insecurity of lives and properties. 
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5. Avoiding security challenges by keeping vigil to ensure that 

criminals or evil people do not have easy access to their 

communities. There should be adequate synergy and form a very 

formidable force against insecurity. 

6. The various security outfits should be strengthened and kept alive 

to their responsibilities by making sure that all entitlements and 

allowances due to them are paid in full and on time, even to the 

dead ones by the government. 

7. The various school heads should be given adequate orientation on 

how to manage challenges of insecurity and to keep proper watch 

of school’s environment. 

8. The entire school system be securitized and placed on red-alert for 

actors involve to devote adequate attention, and resources 

towards ameliorating the insecurity menace. School security 

should be put at the forefront of security discussions. 

9. Government should implement policies that will improve security, 

education expenditure and national income in order to improve 

school enrollment.  
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