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Introduction 

ousing is bound up with many concepts 

such as shelter, privacy, location, 

environmental amenity and investment 

(Aribigbola, 2000).  Housing that satisfies these 

concepts can be considered adequate.  In this 

context, the Draft National Housing Policy, 2006, 

has defined housing as the process of providing a 

large number of residential buildings permanently 

with adequate physical infrastructure and social 

services in planned, decent, safe and sanitary 

neighbourhoods to meet the basic and special 

needs of the population. Housing can also be 

defined as the process of providing functional 

shelter in a proper setting, in a neighbourhood, 

supported by sustainable maintenance of the built 

environment for the day-to-day living, working 

and recreation of individuals and families/groups 

within a community (Wahab, 2007). Therefore, 

housing should protect the people from hazards, 

reduce the risk of diseases and improve the health 

and general wellbeing of the people. This is 

because poor housing conditions can affect the  
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health of the people tremendously Neutze (1998). A Study by Dung-

Gwom (2007) on housing quality between residential neighbourhoods in 

Jos metropolis showed that there was marked inequalities in the delivery 

of basic housing facilities across the residential neighbourhoods and that 

urban poverty is a key factor that impacts significantly on the residents 

of Jos metropolis. 

Similarly, Aribigbola (2008) in his study on the infrastructural facilities 

present in houses in Akure, the Ondo State Capital argues that about 

65.7% of the respondents get water from wells while 19.5% get water 

from other sources such streams, rainwater, brooks and tap water. 

However, 8.3% and 6.0% of the sampled population accounted for water 

sourced from tap water and boreholes. Furthermore, as evidenced by 

Ezeanah, (2020) access to the water supply is very challenging for the 

respondents in Benin City as water is provided through informal 

mechanisms or through private initiatives where these residents have to 

either sink boreholes, buy from water vendors, or get water from 

neighbours. This is due to the failure of the government to provide water 

for the residents of Benin City and the entire Edo State. Hence water is 

accessed through boreholes sited within their neighbourhoods. This 

specifies that most of the urban population depend on unreliable 

sources for water supply and this demonstrates one vital element of 

housing facilities as shaping the characteristics of urban housing in 

Nigerian cities. 

Furthermore, several other studies have examined housing facilities such 

as Aribigbola (2008) on residents perception of housing quality, Ibem 

survey research design was adopted. The population of the study 

consists of selected household members in Benin City and a total of 365 

questionnaires were administered to respondents in the diverse 

sampled neighbourhoods. Findings show that housing facilities 

available within a given house and neighbourhood were inadequate and 

this impacted the resident's wellbeing in diverse ways. 

 

Keywords: Housing; housing facilities; Well Being, Impact; Availability. 
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(2012) of some newly constructed public housing in Ogun state and, 

Mallo & Anigbogu, (2006) on urban residential satisfaction and housing 

quality between residential neighbourhoods in Jos, Nigeria.  To date very 

limited studies have explored the impact of the physical characteristics 

of housing facilities on the resident's well-being in Benin City, Nigeria 

hence this study. The main aim of this paper is to examine the physical 

characteristics of existing housing facilities and their impact on resident’s 

well-being in Benin City, Nigeria.  

 

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK  

This section examines the concept of wellbeing in other to provide an 

understanding of how the availability of housing facilities could affect 

people's well-being. The review aims to identify inconsistencies and gaps 

in the literature, which this study intends to fill. 

 

THE CONCEPT OF WELLBEING    

Well-being has been researched by different scholars at different times 

and the concept of well-being can be used to mean the quality of life, 

happiness and life satisfaction, fulfilment, contentment, enjoyment 

amongst others. (Chandrasekhar & Mukhopadhyay, 2012; McCrea, 

Walton & Leonard, 2014; Haworth, 2019 and VanderWeele, 2019). Most 

researches done have primarily focused on assessing wellbeing at either 

individual, national, regional or community levels with an emphasis on 

using both the subjective or objective forms of evaluation.  

Notwithstanding this general body of research, there is no universally 

established definition of wellbeing or quality of life, or consensus on how 

best it can be assessed (Andelman et al., 1998). Therefore, studies carried 

out by several scholars at defining community wellbeing have done so 

ambiguously (Christakopoulou, Dawson, & Gari, 2001; Morton & 

Edwards, 2012; Sirgy, Widgery, Lee, & Yu et al., 2010), 

Furthermore, some attempt has been made by different scholars at 

defining community wellbeing. Forjaz et al., (2011, p. 734) define 

wellbeing at the community level as, 'the satisfaction with the local place 

of residence taking into account the attachment to it, the social and 

physical environment, and the services and facilities. Similarly, Armitage 
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et al., (2012: 17) defines community wellbeing as, a state of being with 

others and the natural environment that arises where human needs are 

met, where individuals and groups can act meaningfully to pursue their 

goals, and where they are satisfied with their way of life' This definition 

is established on sustainable development values and puts the individual 

facets of wellbeing inside a broader communal sphere (Armitage et al., 

2012; White, 2010). This implies that the satisfaction that individuals 

derive from any given housing facility within a neighbourhood is of 

utmost importance to them, this will usually determine what level of 

satisfaction they derive from such services or facilities within such places 

as will be discussed later in this paper. Likewise, how such provisions and 

level of satisfaction could help to either enhance or constrain their 

overall wellbeing within such environments is explored. For this study, 

wellbeing is used to provide a nuanced understanding of the satisfaction 

derived from housing facilities.  

 

LITERATURE REVIEW  

Ozo (2005), notes that data on the current condition of housing in 

Nigeria is difficult to come by because there are no systematic, regular 

and nationwide surveys on them. Studies explored by different authors 

(Dung-Gwom 2007, 2008; Rojas 2000; McLeod, 2003) show that many 

residents of urban areas in developing countries live in inadequate 

housing and in neighbourhoods that lack the basic requirements of 

liveable environments. In the study of urban housing characteristics, 

Jagun (1983) showed that 75 per cent of housing in many Nigerian cities 

are deficient and the houses are built in slums. Similarly, Olujimi (2000) 

study in Ibule-Soro village reports that 62.84 per cent of the buildings 

had mud, unplastered walls with cracks, 5.07 per cent had mud 

unplastered walls without cracks, 27.02 per cent had mud-plastered walls 

with cracks, while 5.07 per cent were plastered and had no cracks. The 

overall housing condition in the village was described as very poor (4.63 

per cent), poor (84.72 per cent), fair (7.43 per cent), very fair (2.31 per 

cent) and good (1.01 per cent). Similarly, Bello et al., (2006) in a housing 

survey of six villages in Iddo Local government area of Oyo State reveals 

that 78.4 per cent of the walls were sound and in good condition, 8.8 per 
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cent had cracks, 7.5 per cent were dilapidating while 5.3 per cent were 

dilapidated. Besides, 78.4 per cent of the roofs of the houses were in 

good looking condition, 6.4 per cent leaking and 5.2 per cent sagged. The 

study also reveals the level of available toilet facilities. It shows that 55 

per cent of the total houses surveyed had no toilet facility in their houses 

while 4.5 per cent used a water closet (WC).  

In the study of Akure, the Ondo State capital, Aribigbola (2008) reveals 

the major infrastructural facilities present in houses. The study reveals 

that 65.7 per cent of residents of the city accessed water through wells. 

This is followed by those categorized as others (19.5 per cent) which 

include springs, brooks, rain, streams and in some cases public tap. 

Boreholes and pipe-borne water account for 6.0 and 8.3 per cents of 

water supply in Akure respectively. The implication of this is that majority 

of residents of the city depends on water supply from unsafe sources 

thereby lowering the quality of housing in the city. On toilet facilities, the 

study shows that the highest percentage (41.31) of buildings in Akure is 

provided with a pit latrine. This is closely followed by a water closet 

(35.38 per cent) and 23.25 per cent of all buildings in Akure lack any form 

of toilet facilities. On the physical characteristics of the building, the 

study shows that the majority (60%) of buildings investigated are in good 

physical condition. The fair buildings accounted for 34.2 per cent while 

the poor/bad ones only accounted for 5.8% of the sampled buildings.  

Olotuah (2006) in a study of housing conditions in Oba-Ile in Akure also 

reveals the characteristics of housing. The findings show that 20 per cent 

of the houses have been constructed over thirty years ago. Thirty-five 

per cent (35%) of the houses were, conversely, built between eleven and 

twenty years. Fifty-three per cent (53%) of the houses were roomy 

houses, usually typified as the Face-Me-I-Face You house type.  Single-

family bungalows constitute twenty-two per cent (22%) of the housing 

stock in the study area, while storied apartment buildings were ten per 

cent (10%) of the existing stock. The data revealed that only 15 per cent 

of the houses were stable and hence, did not need immediate repairs to 

make them habitable. Eighty per cent (80%) of the existing stock required 

some form of repair or the other. Some of these required major repairs 

to be habitable, and they were unfit for a dignified living.  Dilapidated 
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buildings in the study area that required complete redevelopment were 

42.2 per cent of the existing stock. These were buildings with cracked 

and falling walls, and in some cases, differential settlement of 

foundations had occurred in them.  

Mallo & Anigbogu, (2006) in their study of housing quality between 

residential neighbourhoods in Jos, Nigeria revealed that in the low and 

medium density areas conventional materials such as sandscrete blocks 

or bricks were used in constructing the houses. 47.1% of the houses in the 

high-density areas were constructed with mud while 42.8% are 

constructed with sandscrete blocks or bricks. While 9.5% show that a 

combination of sandscrete blocks or bricks and mud-based materials 

were used in building the houses. Also Coloured long span aluminium 

roofing sheet was found to be a common roof covering to houses in the 

low-density zone. Within the high-density zone, 95.2% of the houses were 

found to be roofed with corrugated iron sheets while 4.7% had long span 

aluminium roofs.  

Babajide, et al., (2006) in a study in Babamogba Ogundeji village in Oyo 

State note that 96 per cent of the 74 houses surveyed were residential 

of which 40 per cent were poor, 55 per cent in fair and only 5 per cent in 

a good state. The study further reveals that 46 per cent of the surveyed 

houses had a kitchen within the building while 22 per cent, 28 per cent 

and 4 per cent had a kitchen in open fire space, kitchen detached and no 

kitchen respectively. The same study reveals that 76 per cent of the 

surveyed houses had no toilet facilities and therefore resort to the bush 

while about 38 per cent do not have a bathroom. 

Ibem (2013) in his study showed that all the housing units sampled in 

urban areas in Ogun state had access to water closet toilets in addition 

to septic tanks for the collection of waste from the houses. 46% of the 

respondents also show that access to water was from boreholes built by 

house providers. This section has explored the characteristics of housing 

facilities in Nigeria. The subsequent section now highlights the study 

methodology that was adopted for this study, justifying the use of the 

research design, data collection methods, and analysis of data and the 

choice of the case study areas used for this study.  
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THE STUDY AREA  

Edo State is situated in the southern zone of Nigeria and has its capital as 

Benin City and the state has a total of 18 local government areas.  It is 

endowed with natural resources such as crude oil, and limestone whilst 

agriculture accounts for most of its employment. It is the home to 

various ethnicities including; the Bini, the Esan, the Afemai, and the 

Owan. It has a tropical climate and two main seasons; the rainy, and the 

dry (Odjugo, Enaruvbe, and Isibor, 2015). Figure 1 is a map of Edo State 

indicating the local government areas that make up the City and study 

areas. 

 
Figure 1: Map of Edo State showing the different case study areas. 

Source: Ministry of Lands and Survey, Benin City. 
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Benin City is the biggest urban centre in Edo state. The area lies between 

longitude 6°19'E and 6°13'E and latitude 5°36'N and 5°60'N of the equator 

(Figure 1). Residential land use dominates all land use activities in Benin 

City (Onokerheraye and Omuta 1986 and Ogu, 2009). Studies have 

shown that Benin City exhibits four main residential patterns (Ikhuoria 

1984, Ogu, 2009).  They are the Traditional core surrounded by a migrant 

ring, the Intermediate Area, the Planned settlements/Government 

reservation area; and New developments/ urban fringe. 

Four neighbourhoods were selected from the four distinct residential 

zones in Benin City, reasons for their selection was based on the 

stratification of Benin City into four levels which include; the inner 

neighbourhood are areas around the Oba Palace which is the core of 

Benin City. The medium neighbourhoods’ are areas around Owina, Uselu, 

Ugbowo, Okhoro, Upper Lawani, First and Second East Circular and 

Dumex Road. (Intermediate area). The Government reservations are 

Boundary Road, Adesuwa, Ihama and other areas in GRA (Planned 

settlements/ Government reservation area. While, the fringe 

neighbourhood covered Oluku, Aduwawa, Ikpoba Hill, Oka I and II, 

Ugbiyoko and other fringe areas in Benin City.  

 

RESEARCH METHODS  

Cross-sectional survey research was adopted for this study, the sampling 

frame included a list of streets compiled from the four neighbourhoods 

selected for this study. Two streets were randomly selected from the list 

using a table of random numbers. Systematic sampling with a random 

start and a sampling interval of five was used in selecting the 

respondents and the population of the study consists of selected 

household members in Benin City, a household in this study is taken as 

all members of the family that eat from the same pot as at the time of 

this study.  From the neighbourhoods selected (GRA, Ogbe, 1st and 2nd 

East circular/ Okhoro and Ikpoba hill/ Aduwawa), a total of 400 

respondents were selected. However, only a total of 365 respondents 

returned the questionnaires administered. Data were analysed using 

descriptive statistics and it includes; tables, frequencies and 

percentages.  
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

This paper examines the physical characteristics of existing housing 

stock and its impact on the resident’s wellbeing in Benin City.  However, 

it begins with the analysis of the socio-economic and demographic 

attributes of the respondents 

 

Demographic and Socioeconomic Characteristics of the Respondents.  

The socio-economic and demographic characteristics of the respondents 

examined include sex, age, marital status, educational qualification, 

occupation and average monthly income of the respondents. This was 

done to ascertain who the respondents are and how their diverse 

characteristics impacted their responses. Table 1, shows the sex, age, 

marital status, household size and educational qualifications of the 

respondents. 

 

Table 1: Gender, Age, Marital Status and Household size 

Variables No. of Respondents % of Respondents 

Gender:   

Male 211 57.8 

Female 154 42.2 

Total 365 100.0 

Age: No. of Respondents % of Respondents 

Under 25 Years 38 10.4 

25-34 Years 79 21.6 

35-44 Years 84 23.0 

45-54 Years 61 16.7 

55-64 Years 49 13.4 

Above 65 Years 54 14.8 

Total 365 100.0 

Marital Status: No. of Respondents % of Respondents 

Married 302 82.7 

Single 45 12.3 

Divorced 5 1.4 

Widowed 12 3.3 
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Separated 1 0.3 

Total 365 100.0 

Household Size: No. of Respondents % of Respondents 

1-3 Children 239 41.7 

4-6 children 254 44.3 

7-9 children 71 12.4 

Above 9 children 6 1.0 

None 2 0.4 

Total 365 100.0 

Educational Qualification: No. of Respondents % of Respondents 

No Formal Education 7 1.9 

Primary Education 25 6.8 

Secondary Education 140 38.4 

Tertiary Education 193 52.9 

Total 365 100.0 

Source: Authors Fieldwork, 2018 

Table 1 revealed that the majority (57.8 %) of the respondents were 

males. Of the total 365 respondents used for the study, 211 representing 

57.8% were males while 154 representing 42.2% were females. Table 2 also 

shows the age of the respondents. It reveals that 10.4% of the 

respondents were under 25 years old, 21.6% of the respondents were 

between 25-34 years old, 23.0 % were between 35-44 years old, while 16.7 

%, 13.4 % and 14.8 % were between 45-54 years, 55-64 years and above 65 

years respectively. Findings evidenced from the analysis above show that 

the majority, 71.8% of the respondents belong to the active or productive 

age brackets of the population, and are engaged in different livelihood 

activities for the sustenance of their respective families, while only 28.2 

% are located on the dependent category. The above age structure shows 

that people between 35-44 years make up the respondents of the study. 

One reason adduced for this is contingent on the study’s emphasis on 

household heads, these household heads are engaged in different 

livelihood activities to the exclusion of their wards that are mainly 

dependants on them. 

Again, the majority (82.7 %) of the respondents are married, while 12.3% 

were single. The study also revealed an average household size of 4-6 



 

TIMBOU-AFRICA ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
AUG., 2021 EDITIONS, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF: 

 

TIJBEES 
288 

BUILT ENVIRONMENT & EARTH SCIENCE VOL.6 

ISSN: 1881-2167 

persons. Specifically, 37.5% of the respondents had between 4-6 children. 

27.4% of the respondents had between 1-3 children, while 12.9 %, 9.6 % and 

12.6 % had 7-9 children above children and none respectively. Expectedly, 

Table 2 shows that 52.9 % of the respondents had tertiary educational 

qualifications while only 1.9 % of the respondents had no formal 

education. This is expected since the study was conducted in an urban 

environment where there is high access to educational facilities. About 

6.8% of them had primary while 38.4% had secondary education. From the 

above analysis, while taking cognisance of the urban nature of the study 

area, the study area evidences a highly literate population.  

 

Table 2: Spatial Distribution of Income across the Neighbourhoods 

 Name of Neighbourhoods Total 

 Income range  

(Naira) 

GRA Ogbe 1st and 2nd  East 

circular/ Okhoro 

Ikpoba hill/ 

Aduwawa 

Below 10,000 8 (8.8%) 10 (11.0%) 14 (14.0%) 10 (10.6%) 42(11.5%) 

10,000-

30,000 

10 (11.0%) 52 (57.1%) 42 (42.0%) 26 (27.7%) 10(11.0%) 

31,000-

60,000 

18 (19.8%) 15 (16.5%) 34 (34.0%) 20 (21.3%) 130 

(35.6%) 

61,000-

90,000 

17 (18.7%) 3 (3.3%) 6 (6.0%) 31 (33.0%) 87 

(33.8%) 

90,000 and 

above 

38 

(41.8%) 

0 (0%) 4 (4.0%) 7 (7.4%) 57 (15.7%) 

Total 91 

(100.0%) 

80 

(100.0%) 

100 (100.0%) 94 (100.0%) 365 

(100.0%) 

Source: Fieldwork, 2018  

 

Table  2 show that 41.8% of the respondents in GRA earned above 90,000 

Naira a month, this is because the area is occupied more by high-income 

professionals.  Also,  in Ogbe (57.1%) and 1st and 2nd East Circular/Okhoro 

(42.0%) neighbourhoods, respondents earned between 10,000 - 30,000 

Naira per month, while 15.7% of the total population earned 90,000 Naira 

and above. This information will provide more understanding of why 
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certain facilities are found in certain neighbourhoods and their impact on 

resident’s wellbeing. 

Availability of Housing Facilities Selected Neighbourhoods in Benin City 

In this section, the availability of housing facilities in selected 

neighbourhoods in Benin City is explored. It is pertinent to assess the 

available housing facilities within these neighbourhoods as these are 

vital to understanding how it affects the residents well being.  

 

Table 3: Availability of Housing Facilities by Neighbourhoods 

 Neighbourhoods  

Facilities GRA Ogbe 1st and 2nd East 

Circular/Okhoro 

Ikpoba 

Hill/Aduwawa 

Total 

Source of Water:      

Bore Hole within 

the houses 

40 

(44.0%) 

52 

(65.0%) 

88 

(88..0%) 

14 

(14.9%) 

194 

(53.2%) 

Public Out door tap 0 

(0.0%) 

0 

(0.0%) 

0 

(0.0%) 

22 

(23.4%) 

22 

(6.0%) 

Protected Well 

within the houses 

0 

(0.0%) 

16 

(20.0%) 

8 

(8.0%) 

21 

(22.3) 

45 

(12.3%) 

Unprotected within 

the houses 

0 

(0.0%) 

0 

(0.0%) 

0 

(0.0%) 

14 

(14.9%) 

14 

(3.8%) 

Vendor/truck for 

water delivery  

0 

(0.0%) 

12 

(15.0%) 

0 

(0.0%) 

0 

(0.0%) 

12 

(3.3%) 

Total 91 80 100 94 365 

      

Type of Toilet: GRA Ogbe 1st and 2nd East 

Circular/Okhoro 

Ikpoba 

Hill/Aduwawa 

Total 

Water Closet 85 

(93.4%) 

 

52 

(65.0%) 

76 

(76.0%) 

63 

(67.0%) 

276 

(75.6%) 

Pit  toilet 6 

(0.0%) 

28 

(35.0%) 

12 

(12.0%) 

26 

(27.7%) 

72 

(19.7%) 

None 0 

(0.0%) 

0 

(0.0%) 

12 

(12.0%) 

5 

(5.3%) 

17 

(4.7%) 

Total 91 80 100 94 365 

      

Type bath: GRA Ogbe 1st and 2nd East 

Circular/Okhoro 

Ikpoba 

Hill/Aduwawa 

Total 

Shower 62 

(68.1%) 

12 

(15.0%) 

60 

(60.0%) 

40 

(42.0%) 

174 

(47.7%) 
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Bath-tub 29 

(31.9%) 

0 

(0.0%) 

16 

(16.0%) 

18 

(19.1%) 

63 

(17.3%) 

Make shift 

bathroom 

0 

(0.0%) 

68 

(85.0%) 

24 

(24.0%) 

36 

(38.3%) 

128 

(35.1%) 

Total 91 80 100 94 365 

      

Kitchen: GRA Ogbe 1st and 2nd East 

Circular/Okhoro 

Ikpoba 

Hill/Aduwawa 

Total 

In-house 80 

(87.0%) 

 

30 

(37.5%) 

80 

(80.0%) 

51 

(54.0%) 

241 

(66.0%) 

Out-House 11 

(23.0%) 

 

50 

(62.5%) 

16 

(16.0%) 

38 

(40.0%) 

 

115 

(31.5%) 

None 0 

(0.0%) 

0 

(0.0%) 

4 

(4.0%) 

5 

(5.3%) 

9 

(2.5%) 

Total 91 80 100 94 365 

Source: Authors Fieldwork, 2018 

 

Table 3, shows the main source of water in the sampled neighbourhoods, 

indicating that the majority (53.2%) of the sampled household accessed 

water through boreholes as their main source of water. Access to a 

water supply is problematic because the residents have to provide water 

for themselves at an exorbitant cost either by sinking boreholes, buying 

from water vendors, or getting water from neighbours. This is because 

of the government's ineptitude in providing water for the citizens 

(Ezeanah, 2020).  This greatly influences the resident’s wellbeing within 

such houses and neighbourhoods as accessing water for domestic and 

other uses proved problematic. Some residents had to walk a long 

distance to get water, some had to buy which overtime was costly as 

many of the residents were low-income earners as discussed earlier. 

Likewise, the majority (52.0%) of households in Ogbe neighbourhoods’ 

and 1st and 2nd East Circular/Okhoro neighbourhoods accessed water 

through boreholes (88.0%). Therefore, these neighbourhoods have 

better access to adequate water supply, having access to adequate 

water will help to enhance people quality of life and satisfaction within 

such neighbourhoods as water is vital to life. Moreover, the significance 

of the socio-economic differences amongst the inhabitants and how this 
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shape their lived experiences is shown through the actions of the 

affluent and some middle-income earners who, regardless of the state of 

housing facilities inside their locality, accessed water by sinking of 

boreholes or purchased from water vendors (Ezeanah, 2020). 

Furthermore, an overview of the characteristics of residents' housing 

facilities is now presented to reveal the variety of quality and services 

that individual respondents lived with and its impact on their wellbeing. 

This is because toilet facilities are important components of any building 

and they contribute to the sanitary conditions of the environment. The 

sanitary condition of a building to a very large extent is a function of the 

type of toilet facilities in that building.  

Given the importance attached to toilet facilities, Table 3 showed the 

toilet facilities available to the diverse neighbourhood in Benin City. It 

shows that about 75.0 % of the sampled houses have water closets while 

only 4.7 % of the sampled houses had no toilet facility in their houses. 

However, houses without toilet facilities are found in 1st and 2nd East 

Circular/Okhoro and Ikpoba Hill/Aduwawa neighbourhoods with 

percentages of 12.0 % and 5.3 % respectively. The issue of shortage of 

facilities was experienced by many of the residents where facilities 

delivered were greatly insufficient and in a poor condition. Poor and 

insufficient toilet facilities in these neighbourhoods affected the 

resident’s level of satisfaction with their houses.  Table 3, equally showed 

that less than half (47.7%) use a shower. Spatially, about 68.1 % and 60. % 

of households that use showers are found in GRA and 1st and 2nd East 

Circular/Okhoro neighbourhoods. However, the majority (85.0%) of 

households that used make-shift bathrooms are found in Ogbe 

neighbourhood while the least is GRA with 0.0 %. Using makeshift 

bathrooms in the Ogbe neighbourhood greatly made life uncomfortable 

and unsatisfactory for the residents.  Also, more than half (66.0%) of the 

sampled households use an in-house kitchen facility. However, the 

highest proportion is found in GRA (87.0%), 1st and 2nd East 

Circular/Okhoro, (80.0%), and Ikpoba Hill/Aduwawa neighbourhoods 

(54.0%). Also shown in Table 3 is the fact there are no sampled houses 

without kitchen facilities in GRA and Ogbe neighbourhood.  
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Generally, in terms of access to housing facilities, the houses in GRA have 

more modern facilities. They also show the presence of better housing 

facilities such as boreholes, toilet facilities and kitchen facilities.  Ogbe 

neighbourhood which represents the core of the city shows the 

presence of more substandard houses. This is expected as Ogbe 

neighbourhood is dominated by traditional houses inhabited by the 

indigenous people in addition to their low socio-economic status as 

shown in Table 2. The other neighbourhoods such as GRA and Ikpoba 

Hill/Aduwawa neighbourhoods have more modern buildings This 

explains partially why there are better housing in these neighbourhoods 

than Ogbe neighbourhood.  

 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The structural characteristics and availability of housing facilities within 

a house are pivotal to people’s wellbeing within the house. This study 

reveals the varied level of availability of housing facilities on the 

resident’s wellbeing in the different neighbourhoods.  

This study found that access to housing facilities, like water, toilets and 

kitchen were highly problematic not only in most neighbourhoods but in 

Benin City and Nigeria at large and this makes for challenging outcomes 

with respondents wellbeing. Consequently, there is a huge reliance on 

facilities provided through private mechanisms such as the sinking of 

bore-hole, buying of water from private vendors, or from neighbours 

which are all cost-intensive for most people in these neighbourhoods  

This additionally corroborates similar findings (Gandy, 2006 and Trovalla 

and Trovalla, 2015) where infrastructure is accessed informally and one 

that is worsened by either a complete absence of infrastructure or one 

that is not functional in any way. This absence or limited access to these 

facilities greatly impacted the resident’s wellbeing especially in Ogbe and 

1st and Second East circular/Okhoro neighbourhoods. It is therefore 

recommended that there is a need for urban renewal programmes by the 

government in Ogbe and 1st and Second East circular/Okhoro 

neighbourhoods. It is also pertinent to improve the housing condition of 

the area as a way of enhancing the wellbeing of residents within such 

localities. 
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