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Introduction 

anguages are individually distinct and can 

pose a problem to learners of a second 

language (L2) who have gained a certain 

mastery of the linguistic features of a first 

language (L1). Gass & Selinker, (2008: 1) define 

second language acquisition as “the study of 

how second languages are learned. In other 

words, it is the study of the acquisition of a non-

primary language; that is, the acquisition of a 

language beyond the native language,”. Due to 

the linguistic differences that exist in Isoko and 

English and the need for the learning and 

teaching of English in Isoko land, a synchronic 

study of English and Isoko phonology is needed 

to show areas of similarities and differences 

between the two languages phonologically. 

Phonology is defined as  

the language specific selection 

and organisation of sounds to 

signal meanings. Phonologists are 

interested in the sound patterns 

of particular languages, and in 

what speakers and hearers need  
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ABSTRACT 
This study 

examines the 

contrastive and 

error analysis of 

English and 

Isoko 

learners/speaker

s of English with 

the aim of 

showing 

predictable 

phonological 

areas that might 

cause problems 

and areas that 

they might find 

less problematic. 

The data used 

for the study 

were obtained 

from some 

selected 

secondary school 

students and 

tertiary 

educated  
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to know, and children 

need to learn, to be 

speakers of those 

languages… (McMahon 

2002: 2).  

 

The phonology of a language 

is a branch of linguistics which 

studies the sound systems of 

languages. Out of the very 

wide range of sounds the 

human vocal apparatus can 

produce, and which are 

studied by phonetics, only a 

relatively small number are 

used distinctively in a 

language. The sounds are 

organised into a system of 

contrasts, which are analyzed 

in terms of phonemes, 

distinctive features or other 

such phonological units, 

according to the theory used. 

The aim of phonology is to 

demonstrate the patterns of 

distinctive sounds found in a 

language, and to make as 

general statements as 

possible about the nature of 

sound systems in the 

languages of the world. 

Putting this in another way, 

phonology is concerned with 

the range and function of 

sounds in specific languages 

speakers of both English and Isoko 

(notable speakers of Uzere dialect of 

Isoko.) Interviews were recorded and 

later analysed. The choice models for 

the study is taxonomic phonology and 

Contrastive Analysis (CA) focusing on 

the segmental phonology of both 

languages. After the analysis of 

collected data, the researcher found 

out that English and Isoko share the 

following phonemes /p b t d k  m n f v 

s z h  ʧ   l   w j    /  and 

learners/speakers do not have 

problem with these areas of 

similarities. The following consonant 

phoneme /ŋ    / occur in English 

but not in Isoko. Isoko language do 

have long vowels, diphthongs and 

triphthongs as in English. These areas 

of differences cause difficulties for 

Isoko speakers and learners of English. 

This leads to substitution of sounds to 

cover up for the standing gaps. In 

general, the pronunciation difficulties 

arise from phonological differences 

between English and Isoko. The 

researcher recommends that Isoko 

teachers and learners of English should 

pay attention to areas of difficulties. 

 

Keywords: Contrastive, analysis, 

difficulties, similarities, phonemes, 

substitution, L2 acquisition. 
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(and often therefore referred to as ‘functional phonetics’), and with the 

rules which can be written to show the types of phonetic relationships 

that relate and contrast words and other linguistic units (Crystal 2008: 

365).  

“Phonology is essentially the description of the systems and patterns of 

speech sounds in a language” (Sunu 2008: 2). Most languages in the 

world are primarily spoken; an important part of the overall 

understanding of a language involves the study of the sounds of the 

language. Contrasting the phonology of the languages in questions will 

be beneficial to learners of these languages. Yarmohammadi (1995: 19 

cited in Massoud 2011: 73) defines contrastive phonology as “the process 

of comparing and contrasting the phonological systems of languages to 

formulate their similarities and differences”.  Phonological CA is even 

more justifiable to be conducted since CA is most successful in the area 

of pronunciation. Scholars also believed that at the phonological level, 

L2 learners start with their L1 system. It has been suggested that studies 

of Second Language Learning (SLL) have tended to imply that CA may be 

most productive at the level of phonology, (Cook 1999: 86, Felix 1980, 

Richards; 1984: 204 cited in Massoud 2011: 74). Contrastive Analysis is 

concerned with the way NL (native language) affects FL (foreign 

language). We can therefore say that mispronunciation is commonly due 

to the learner not to have gain competence of the segmental and 

suprasegmental features of the target language. 

 

Methodology and Linguistic Classification 

Data and information used in this work are from documented sources, 

personal observations as well as participants’ voice recordings. A total of 

twelve (12) participants (both male and female) were chosen for the 

study on the basis of level of education and linguistic background. Ten 

(10) were born and educated in Uzere and two (2) speak the Standard 

British English. Six (6) participants were senior secondary school 

students and six (6) are workers in the fields of religion, administration 

and education.  Linguistically, English is classified as an Indo-European 

language. It is part of the Germanic subfamily and is grouped with its 

most closely related languages (Frisian, German, and Dutch). Other 
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related languages to English include Flemish and the Low German 

dialects etc (Baldi 2008: 133). English has different kinds of varieties 

spoken in Britain, USA, Canada, Nigeria, South Africa, New Zealand, 

Australia and the Falkland Islands, Jamaica, Singapore, Hong Kong and 

Philippines (Laurie 2002: 1). On the other hand, Isoko language is 

classified as a South Western Edoid language, a subgroup of the Edoid 

languages. Elugbe (1989: 3) postulated that the Edoid languages fall into 

four primary subgroups of Delta Edoid, South Western Edoid, North 

Central Edoid, where Edo (Bini) language belongs and North Western 

Edoid. While Contrastive Analysis (CA) was adopted in the analysis of 

collected data, the taxonomic model was used for the description of the 

phonology of both languages under study. “Contrastive Analysis (CA) is 

an approach to the study of SLA which involves predicting and explaining 

learner problems based on a comparison of L1 and L2 to determine 

similarities and differences” (Muriel, 2006: 34).    

 

English Consonant phonemes  

English language has twenty-four consonant phonemes which are 

phonetically realized as stops, nasals, fricatives, affricates, and 

approximants. Consonants in English are classified as voiceless /p t k f  

s  ʧ/, with their voiced partners as /b d  v  z  ʤ/. All English 

transcriptions in this study are based on the Cambridge English 

Pronouncing Dictionary (Jones 2003). The consonants are capable of 

occurring initially, finally, in mid positions as well as entering into 

clusters. 

 

Stops or plosives 

Stops are also called plosives due to the explosive escape of the blocked 

air during the release of the articulators. There are six (6) stops in English 

/p b t d k /.  The stops are found in the following words. 

1. a. /pi/   ‘pea’ 

 b. /bi/   ‘bee’ 

 c. /ti/   ‘teal’ 

 d. /dil/   ‘deal’ 

e. /bæk/   ‘back’ 
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 f. /bæ/   ‘bag’ 

 

 There is aspiration, a period of voicelessness after the release of the lip 

closure for voiceless stops syllable initially (Ladefoged and Keith 2011, 

p.57). For example: 

2.  [pha]   ‘pie’,  

  [tha]   ‘tie’,  

  [khat]   ‘kite’ 

In final position, voiced stops become devoiced (Roach 2000 cited in 

Massoud 2011, p.75). 

 3.  [bæd] 

   [pæd]   

 

Nasals 

There are three (3) nasal stops in English /m n ŋ/ shown in the following 

words:  

4. a. /man/  ‘man’ 

 b.  /nat/   ‘night’ 

 c. /bæŋk/  ‘bank’  

 d. /bæŋ/   ‘bang’ 

The nasals are syllabic when they occur at the end of a word indicated 

thus: 

5.  [sdn]  sudden 

  [sædn]  sadden 

 

 

Ladefoged and Keith (2011: 67-68) noted that 

The velar nasal /ŋ/ mostly occurs before /k,/ 

and at the end of a word. One way to consider 

the different status of /ŋ/ is that in the history 

of English, it was derived from a sequence of 

the phonemes /n/ and //. Looking at it this 

way, sing was at an earlier time in history 

/sn/, and sink was /snk/. There was then a 

sound change in which /n/ became the new 
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phoneme /ŋ/ in those words where it occurred 

before // and /k/, turning /sn/ into /sŋ/ and 

/snk/ into /sŋk/. Another change resulted in 

the deletion of // (but not of /k /) whenever it 

occurred after /ŋ/ at the end of either a word 

(as in sing) or a stem followed by a suffix such 

as -er or -ing. In this way, the // would be 

dropped in singer / sŋ/, which contains a 

suffix -er, but is retained in finger /fŋ/, in 

which the -er is not a suffix  

 

Fricatives 

In English, there are nine (9) fricatives. /f t s   h/ are voiceless while /v 

ð z / are the voiced equivalents. The fricatives are shown in the 

following English words.  

6. a.  /fan /   ‘fine’ 

 b. /van/  ‘vine’ 

 c. //  ‘earth’ 

 d.  /i/  ‘the’  

 e. /res/     ‘race’ 

 f. /rez/     ‘raise’ 

g. /ft/     ‘shift’  

h.  /me/  ‘measure’ 

 i. /ht/  ‘hurt’ 

 

 

Affricates 

English has two affricates, the voiceless palate-alveolar affricate /ʧ/ and 

its voiced equivalent // found at the beginning and end of the words 

below. 

 7. a. /ʧʧ/  ‘church’ 

  b. //  ‘judge’ 
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Approximants 

There are four voiced approximants in English: /j w r l/.  

8. a. /wet/  ‘wet’  

 b. /jet/  ‘yet’  

 c. /rst/  ‘roast’ 

 d. /let/  ‘let’  

 

/l/ and /r/ are devoiced when preceded by voiceless consonants. For 

example [pliz] ‘please’ and [trp] ‘trip’, in which the devoiced [l] 

and [r] are allophones of /l/ and /r/. The phoneme /l/ is velarized in word 

final position or before another consonant. This clearly seen in words like 

‘bill’ [b]   ‘filled’ [fd] ‘field’ [fd].  

 

English Vowels and Chart 

In English, there are twelve (12) pure vowels /i  e  a    u   

/ which do not change in quality. They are also called monophthongs. 

In addition, there are eight (8) double quality vowels /e ə a a  ə 

eə ə /, called diphthongs (Elugbe 2000, p.76). On the basis of length, 

the monophthongs are classified as five (5) long vowels / i a  u / 

and seven (7) short vowels / e     /. Traditionally, these twenty 

(20) vowels each have a number by which it identified (Elugbe 2000, 

p.77): 

 

9. Vowel 1. /i/ /bit/  ‘beat’ 

 Vowel 2. // /kt/  ‘kit’   

 Vowel 3. /e/ /dres/  ‘dress’ 

 Vowel 4. // /trp/  ‘trap’ 

 Vowel 5. / a/ /p am/  ‘palm’ 

 Vowel 6. // /lt/  ‘lot’ 

 Vowel 7. // /t/  ‘thought’ 

 Vowel 8. // /pt/  ‘put’ 

 Vowel 9. /u/ /us/  ‘goose’  

 Vowel 10. // /strt/  ‘strut’ 

 Vowel 11. // /ns/  ‘nurse’  
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 Vowel 12. /ə/ /əbəv/  ‘above’ 

 

The Diphthongs  

The diphthongs are grouped into closing diphthongs /e ə a a  / and 

centering diphthongs /ə ə eə/ as shown in the English data below: 

 

10. Vowel 13. /e/ /bel/  ‘bail’  

Vowel 14. /ə/ /ət/  ‘goat’ 

Vowel 15. /a/ /bat/  ‘bite’  

Vowel 16. /a/ /sand/  ‘sound’  

Vowel 17. // /sl/   ‘soil’ 

 Vowel 18. /ə/ /bəd/  ‘beard’  

 Vowel 19. /eə/  /beə/  ‘bear’  

 Vowel 20. /ə/ /tə/  ‘tour’ 

  

Isoko Consonant Phonemes  

Isoko has a total of twenty-seven consonant phonemes realized as 

plosives, nasals, affricates, trill, tap, fricatives and approximants.  

 

Stops or Plosives 

There are ten (10) stops in the language of which /p th t k kp/ are voiceless 

and /b dh d g gb/ are the voiced. These stops are realized as bilabial /p b/, 

alveolar /t d/, dental / t d/, velar /k / and labial velar /kp b/ stops as 

illustrated in the data below: 

11. a. /p/  /ópìà/  ‘cutlass’ or ‘matchet’

  

 b. /b/  /obe/  ‘hand’ 

 c. /t/  /te/  ‘cook’ (V) 

 d. /d/  /de/  ‘run’ 

 e. /t/  /ta/  ‘talk’ (V) 

 f. /d/  /da/  ‘drink’ (V) 

 g. /k/  /ókè/  ‘gift’  

 h. //  /óè/  ‘desert’ 

 i. /kp/  /kpe/  ‘kill’  
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 j. /b/  /be/   ‘stir’ 

 

Nasals 

Isoko has three (3) nasals. These nasals are bilabial nasal /m/, alveolar 

nasal /n/ and labial-velar nasal /ŋw/ shown as:  

 

12. a. /m/  /èmè/     ‘word’      

b. /n/  / oni/  ‘mother’ 

c. /ŋw/  /úŋwè/   ‘thorn’            

 

Affricates 

Isoko has two contrastive affricates / →/ as shown below:   

 13. a. /eʧe/  ‘to fall’ 

  b. /ee/ ‘to spit’ 

Donwa-Ifode (1986: 155) gave an account of the voiced affricate // 

occurring “in every dialect of the language in the item /oi/ ‘thief’.  In 

some dialects this is the only occurrence of //, which is unusual in that 

the dentals, palatals, or dental-palatals do not normally occur before a 

close front vowel”. She said further that // corresponds to /d/ in Ewne 

and Olomoro dialects and the voiceless affricate /ʧ/ corresponds to /kj/ in 

Aviara, Irri, Owhe, Enwe and Igbide dialects.    

 

Uzere  Irri, Aviara, Enwe/Igbide Gloss 

14.  /eʧe/  /ekje/   

 ‘to bury’ 

 

Uzere  Enwe/Olomoro  Gloss 

 /èa/  /èda/    ‘to 

taste’ 

 

Trill and Tap 

Donwa-Ifode (1983, p.21) has observed that the only tap in Isoko is the 

voiced alveolar tap /ſ/ and the only trill is the voiced alveolar trill /r/ as 

illustrated below: 
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15. a. /ſ/ /ſì/ ‘sun’ 

b. /r/   /r/ ‘to rain’ 

 

Fricatives 

There are seven (7) fricatives in Isoko presented in the data below. 

16. a. /f/  / fí/    ‘throw’ 

 b. /v/  /ví/  ‘harvest’ 

 c. /s/  /sɜ/  ‘father’ 

 d. /z/  /z/  ‘he/she sells’ 

 f. //  //  ‘compound’ 

 g. /w/  /w/  ‘hoes’  

 i. /h/  /h/  ‘bathe’ 

 

Approximants  

The approximants in the language are the alveolar lateral /l/, bilabial //, 

and palatal /j/. [w] is not considered a phoneme as its occurrence is 

limited to before back vowels for example /aw/ ‘legs’ while // occurs 

before any vowel including back vowels. Hence, we can say that [w] is an 

allophone of // (Down-Ifode 1983: 17).    

 

17. a. /l/ /ólé/  ‘song’ 

 b. // /oe/  ‘pond’ 

 c. /j/ /újó/  ‘antelope’ 

 

Isoko Vowel Phonemes  

The standard Uzere dialect of Isoko has nine (9) vowel phonemes. These 

are /i   e  a   o  u/ and are nasalized in an environment of a nasal 

consonant. /i   e / are front unrounded vowels, while / o  u/ are back 

rounded vowels. The vowel /a/ is regarded as an open central vowel as 

illustrated in the data below: 

 

18. a. /i/ /si/  ‘draw’ 

 b. // /pìà/  ‘cutlass’ or ‘matchet’

  

 c. /e/ / íè/  ‘pond’ 
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 d. // /l/  ‘yam’ 

 e. /a/ /sá/  ‘to shoot’ 

 f. // /l/  ‘to swallow’ 

 g. /o/ / elo/  ‘light’ 

 h. // /kr/  ‘to hold’ 

 j. /u/ /dù/  ‘to pound’ 

 

Some dialects of Isoko like Emevor, Iyede, Ozoro and Olomoro have in 

addition to the oral vowels, nasal vowels occurring in the environment 

of oral consonants. The correspondence of the nasal vowels in these 

dialects has a historical basis (Donwa-Ifode 1983: 82-83).  

 

Discussion of Findings 

As stated above, English has twenty-four (24) consonant phonemes 

while Isoko has twenty-eight (28). Isoko learners and speakers of English 

do not have a problem producing the following English consonant 

phonemes /p b t d k  m n f v s z h  ʧ   l   w j/ which are also present in 

Isoko phonology. The following sounds /ŋ    / occur in English but 

not in Isoko. In contrast, Isoko having following consonants /t d kp b 

 n ŋw  w/ which do not occur in English.  Isoko learners and speakers 

produce the voiceless palato-alveolar fricative // with ease in words like 

/br/ ‘brush’ pronounced as /br/ and /p/ ‘ship’ though it is not in 

the phonology of Isoko. Isoko learners and speakers of English substitute 

English consonants that are closer in articulation for those missing in 

Isoko as indicated below: 

          English                       Isoko  

   /ŋ/  replaced with   /n/ 

   //  replaced with  /t/ 

   //  replaced with  /d/ 

   //  replaced with  // 

 

Although, there is the existence of the dental stops /t d/ in Isoko, 

learners and speakers replace English dental fricatives / / with Isoko 

alveolar stops /t d/. Below are some of the English words mispronounced 

as a result of consonants substituted. 
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                         Isoko              English           Gloss  

 /bank/  for /bk/ ‘bank’ 

 /sn/  for /s/  ‘song’ 

  /t/  for       //   ‘earth’ 

/tn/  for //  ‘thing’ 

/di/  for /i/  ‘the’ 

/dj/  for //  ‘there’ 

/m/ for /m/  ‘measure’ 

/pl/ for /pl/  ‘pleasure’ 

 

The substitution of /t d/ for / / is plausible as they both share the 

feature [+/- voice + coronal + anterior] but / / differ from /t d/ with the 

feature [+ continuant]. /ŋ/ is substituted with /n/ by learners and 

speakers. Some learners actually produce /ŋ/ without difficulty due to the 

existence of a labialized velar nasal /w/ in Isoko. When the word /bnk/ 

is emphasized by users of English, it is realized as /baŋk/. Besides, when 

the word /bnk/ is borrowed into Isoko and made to suit the 

phonotactics of the language, it is realized as /ibaŋki/. Speakers and 

learners commit the error of pronouncing // in words like /sŋ/ realized 

as /sn/, /bŋ/ pronounced as /ban/. 

 

There is variation in the realization of the affricates / →/. Early learners 

realized them as palato-alveolar fricatives / / while advanced learners 

and speakers hardly have a problem with them. A word like ‘John’ is 

rendered by a secondary school student as /n/ instead of /n/. The 

rationale behind this can be that since learners have gained a little 

knowledge of the phonology of English and are aware of the existence 

of / / in English they tend to confuse the palato-alveolar fricatives for 

the English affricates unconsciously. It is also reasonable to relate this to 

the influence of English and Urhobo on Isoko. This cannot be evidence of 

negative transfer as / / are not found in Isoko phonology as phonemes.  

In this study, the researcher found that there is the wrong application 

spelling pronunciation (Jowit 1991: 83) such that words like /det/ ‘debt’, 
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/plm/ ‘plumber’ and /lm/ ‘lamb’ are pronounced as /debt/, /plmba/ 

or /prmba/  and /lamb/ respectively.  

 

English language pure vowels are classified as long vowel /i a  u / 

and short vowels / e     /. In terms of vowel quality and length, 

Isoko shares /   / with English out of its nine (9) vowels, with five (5) 

vowels /i e a o u/ unique to Isoko. The language does not employ the use 

of diphthongs. Isoko back vowels / o  u/ are rounded while front 

vowels /i   e / just like in the English vowels. Isoko speakers and learners 

of English negatively substitute English // i a  u/ with /i a  u/. Though, 

they are produced the same way in both languages, the English ones are 

longer compare to their counterparts in Isoko. English vowel 4 // is 

substituted with Isoko /a/ because they both share the feature [+low]. 

The central vowels /ə  / of English are replaced with /a / by Isoko 

speakers and learners. While, there are erroneous representations of 

some diphthongs by Isoko learners and Speakers of English, they find it 

easy to produce English vowels 15 /a/ ‘driver’ /drava/, /16 /a/ ‘how’ 

/ha/ and 17 // ‘boy’ /b/ but render vowel 13 /e/ as a long vowel /e/, 

for example, /ste/ is rendered as /ste/  and vowel 14 // as /o/ as in /o/ 

for // ‘go’.  This supports Jowit (1991: 76) report that Popular 

Nigerian English (PNE) speakers tend to identify /e/ with /e/ and // 

with /o/.   In vowel sequence, there is the occurrence of /a/ in Isoko in a 

word like /fafo/ ‘white’. One major difficulty faced by learners and 

speakers is inability to differentiate vowel 18 // and vowel 19 /e/; 

both are pronounced as /j/ or // in words like /b/ ‘beer’ and /be/ 

‘bear’ (V) pronounced as /bj/. Also, Jowit (1991: 77) reported that many 

speakers (Nigerian), “especially in the south, conflate the two 

diphthongs into one diphthong”. This report is supported by this study 

as learners/speakers substitute Isoko vowels for English vowel as 

indicated in the data below.  

 

                            English                       Isoko 

  Vowel 1.  /i/  is substituted with  /i/   

  Vowel 4.  //  is substituted with  /a/  
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  Vowel 5.  /a/  is substituted with  /a/   

  Vowel 7.  //  is substituted with //  

  Vowel 9.  /u/  is substituted with  /u/   

  Vowel 10.  //  is substituted with  //   

  Vowel 11.  // is substituted with  //   

  Vowel 12.  //  is substituted with // or /a/

  

  Vowel 13.  /e/  is substituted with  /e/   

  Vowel 14.  //  is substituted with /o/   

  Vowel 18.  //  is substituted with  /j/ or  // 

  Vowel 19.  //  is substituted with /j/ or  //

   

  Vowel 20.  // is substituted with //   

As a result of these changes in vowels, English words are mispronounced 

by Isoko learners and speakers. For instance: 

  4. English  Isoko   Gloss 

  /fid/          pronounced as /fid/  ‘feed’ 

/snd/ pronounced as /sand/  ‘sand’ 

/pn/  pronounced as /pan/  ‘pan’ 

/laf/   pronounced as  /laf/            ‘laugh’ 

/la/    pronounced as /la/            ‘large’ 

  /kt/             pronounced as /kt/           ‘court’ 

  /fud/             pronounced as /fud/             ‘food’ 

  /ht/             pronounced as  /ht/  ‘hurt’ 

  /ht/              pronounced as /ht/  ‘hut’ 

  /ns/             pronounced as /ns/            ‘nurse’ 

  /wd/            pronounced as /wd/  ‘word 

  /dkt/       pronounced as  /dkt/          ‘doctor’ 

  /tiʧ/           pronounced as  /tiʧa/         ‘teacher’ 

/bel/  pronounced as /bel/  ‘bail’ 

  /tel/           pronounced as /tel/             ‘tailor’ 

  //             pronounced as /o/  ‘go’ 

  /j/             pronounced as /j/              ‘year’ 

   /b/             pronounced as /bj/       ‘beer’ (N) 
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  /be/             pronounced as /bj/            ‘bear’ (V) 

 /trzm/         pronounced as /trizm/    ‘tourism’ 

 

In a weak syllable, Isoko learners and speakers use cardinal vowel 2 /e/ 

instead of the English vowel 2 // in words like /mr/ ‘marriage’ and 

/kr/ ‘courage’ rendered /mare/ and kre/. Monosyllabic 

triphthongs are realized as two syllables such that // and // become /j/ 

and /w/ in Isoko English. Bobda (1995: 255) has observed that “glide 

formation process which changes vowels into corresponding semi-

vowels… occurs in both Nigerian and Cameroonian English, yielding 

/faja/ for /fa/ ‘fire”. This affects // and // becoming /j/ and /w/ in Isoko 

English. The sequence of [j] and [] in a word like /j/ ‘year’ is produced 

as /j/. The schwa // in the vowel 18 // is rendered as // by Isoko 

speakers and learners, as we saw in the case of /b/ ‘beer’ above and 

also in /j/ ‘year’. Jowit (1991: 76) sees the epenthesis of /j/ as learners’ 

alternative strategy for vowels numbers 13, 15, 18 and 19 in Nigerian 

English. Others instances are: 

 5.  English   Isoko   Gloss 

  /l/    rendered as  /jl/  ‘oil’ 

  /ple/   rendered as  /pleja/ ‘player’ 

  /l/    rendered as /lja/  ‘lawyer’ 

  /pa/  rendered as /pawa/  ‘power’ 

The phonological rule which changes // and // to /j/ and /w/ can be 

formalized as: 

 

 +high                     - syllabic           + syllabic                   + syllabic    

                                                 

Vowel harmony influences vowel choice, where either [+ATR] or [-ATR] 

is selected in a word. A word like /rpt/ ‘reporter’ is realized as 

[rpta], where the choice of vowels all have the [+ATR] features. 

Palatalization, “articulation involving a movement of the tongue 

towards the hard palate” (Crystal 2008: 347) which occurs in the 

pronunciation of certain English words is suspended in Isoko English. For 

instance, 
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 6. English  Isoko  Gloss 

/kmpjut/  is produced as  /kmputa/ ‘computer’ 

  /kmjunti/  is produced as /kmuniti/ ‘community’ 

 

From the analysis of the segmental phonology of both languages and 

learners/speakers knowledge of English above, it is clear that vowels 

create more problems for Isoko speakers than consonants and they 

substitute Isoko consonants and vowels for English sounds not in Isoko 

as earlier stated. Bamgbose (1995: 21) gave one of the characteristics of 

Standard Nigerian English as “substitution of Nigerian language vowels 

and consonants for English ones, replacement of stress by tone…” 

 

Conclusion 

Having looked at the segmental phonology of English and Isoko, one can 

say that both languages have similarities and differences. Isoko shares 

nineteen (19) consonants with English out of its twenty-eight (28) and 

differs from English with nine (9) consonants /th dh kp b  n ŋw    w/.  

English is distinct from Isoko with five consonants /ŋ    /. Learners 

and speakers substitute / n t d / for /ŋ   / and find // less 

problematic which is absent in Isoko. From the study, it is clear that /  

 / are vowels found both in English and Isoko. Therefore, learners do 

not find them difficult to produce. Isoko learners of English find it 

challenging to produce English long, central vowels as well as some 

diphthongs. Therefore, learners substitute nearest vowels in Isoko for 

them. The study also gave account of Isoko learners/speakers of English 

producing vowels 13 and 14 as monophthongs. It was also mentioned 

that learners/speakers face the difficulty of inability to differentiate 

vowel 18 and vowel 19, pronouncing both as /j/ or //  and diphthongs 

or triphthongs with close vowels are released as glides as in /bə/ ‘beer’ 

(N) and /paə/ ‘power’ rendered as /bj/ and /pawa/. Also stated in the 

study was the insertion of vowels word initially and in between 

consonants when English words are borrowed into Isoko 
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