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Abstract 

ustainable development is the focal point 

of global economic policy. It focuses on 

inclusive or broad-based growth sustained 

over time. It also places emphasizes on 

environmental, economic and social 

considerations of developing countries to have a 

fulfilled wellbeing. The account of Africa in terms 

of new sustainable development is inundated 

with good and bad. Bearing it in mind that Africa 

as a continent happens to be one of the fastest 

growing economies in the world. It is blessed with 

a favorable weather and 

large landmass for 

agriculture, couple with 

the needed large 

resources in terms of 

human and natural 

resources. Therefore, it 

follows that African is 

seen as land of 

outstanding. Land is the 

true wealth of Sub-

Saharan Africa (SSA). The 

region is characterized by 

a very rich diversity of 

natural ecosystem 

resources, including soils, 

vegetation, water and 

genetic diversity. 

However, African land 
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and water resources in some areas are seriously 

threatened through overuse although per capita 

availability is one of the highest in the world. This 

is a direct result of the increasing needs of a 

growing population, combined, often, with 

inappropriate land management practices. Thus, 

on the one hand, the African population is 

growing at over two percent a year. Requiring a 

doubling of food production by 2030 to keep pace 

with demand; on the other hand, productivity of 

natural resources is in general in decline. 

Additionally, the number of natural disasters has 

increased and climate change is already taking its 

toll, these and many others issues have thus 

inhibiting Sub Saharan African growth in the 

millennium era. A new system of management 

and governance of land resources is urgently 

needed; the one that is able to respond in a 

systematic and integrated manner to this key 

development challenge is sustainable land 

Management. Sustainable land management 

(SLM) practice is a 

comprehensive 

approach, with the 

potential of making very 

significant and lasting 

differences in the near 

future, and over the long-

term. Sustainable Land 

management should be 

effective and transparent 

to ensure land public 

services. This paper 

assessed the 

indispensable 

advantages of 

Sustainable land 

management practice for 

Sub-Saharan African 

sustainable 

development.  

 

Introduction 

frica is blessed with an abundance of natural resources. Africa’s 

natural resources have been one of the backbones of the 

continent’s economy. In 2012, about 77% of Africa’s total export was 

accounted for by natural resources and 42% of government revenues 

(African Natural Resources Center (ANRC), 2016). The continent is blessed 

with the longest river in the world called River Nile. The second largest and 

the world’s deepest river called River Congo is also found in Africa. There 

are about 63 international basins in Africa and these take about 64% of the 

continent’s land area. (Africa's Natural Resource Centre (ANRC) Strategy 

(2015-2020); Revised Edition, 2015). ANRC also reports that the continent 

has the second largest tropical forest and about $ 24 billion was the total 
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value added by the fisheries and aquaculture sector in 2014. Non- renewable 

natural resources also contribute massively to Africa’s GDP. It is estimated 

that Africa as a continent hold about 30% of all global mining reserves. The 

percentage share of Africa’s oil reserves is about 9.5% with Sub- Sahara 

Africa contributing about 4.9% (Katsouris, 2011). Also in gas reserves, 

Africa holds about 8% of the world’s share. The African Development Bank 

has estimated that the continent will benefit about $30 billion per annum 

in government revenue from extracting resources (Africa's Natural 

Resource Centre (ANRC) Strategy (2015-2020). 

Africa’s economic growth has stabilized at 3.4 percent in 2019 and is 

expected to pick up to 3.9 percent in 2020 and 4.1 percent in 2021 but to 

remain below historical highs. Growth’s fundamentals are also improving, 

with a gradual shift from private consumption toward investment and 

exports. For the first time in a decade, investment accounted for more than 

half the continent’s growth, with private consumption accounting for less 

than one third. According to the Africa economic Outlook 2020 growth has 

been less than inclusive. Only about a third of African countries achieved 

inclusive growth, reducing both poverty and inequality (Africa Economic 

Outlook, 2020). This saw the people of Africa take charge of their economy 

in order to provide good governance and manage resources efficiently for 

growth to take place. Since then, all nations in Africa have been pursuing 

economic growth with the aim of increasing the capacity of producing 

goods and services, which will have a positive impact on national income 

and improve the level of employment resulting in higher living standards 

(Africa Economic Outlook, 2018). 

According to the World Bank Statistics (2019) the growth story in Sub-

Saharan Africa in the past few years has been one of faltering recovery from 

the worst economic crisis of the past two decades. This remains the case 

according to the April 2019, 19th edition of Africa’s Pulse, which estimates 

GDP growth in 2018 at a lower-than-expected 2.3%, with a forecast to 2.8% in 

2019. Trade, Industry expansion, Agriculture, Natural resource and Human 

Capital have been the backbone of the enviable economic growth of Africa 

in recent years. Most countries are shifting from traditional methods of 

farming to industrialized agriculture. Also, trade liberalization in Africa and 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/31499
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inter -trade with other continents of the world has also increased the 

capital stock of the continent. Africa can also boast of it being the richest 

continent in terms of natural resource abundance. In terms of 

unemployment ratio Sub-Saharan Africa unemployment rate for 2018 

was 6.10%, 0.02% decline from 2017 (Sub Sahara African unemployment rate 

1991-2020).The difference in the unemployed female youths ranging from 15 

years to 24 years amongst Sub- Saharan Africa. In the social realm, there is 

a big gap between economic and social well-being (Bryceson, 2019). The 

place of multi disciplinary approaches is here hinged on the adoption of 

sustainable land management practice for Sub-Saharan Africa growth in the 

millennium era. 

 

Issues inhibiting Sub Saharan Africa growth in the Millennium Era 

Africa is a very large continent located in the tropics and has an area of 

27,961,000 sq.km (Boon, 2016). The continent has a diversity of climatic 

conditions and marked features and a range of natural resources. It has a 

low population density of fifty people per sq. km. However, in spite of the 

fact that most African countries gained political independence about forty 

years ago, most of them, especially in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA), are facing 

serious economic, social, political, and environmental crises (Oakland, 

2019). Issues inhibiting Sub Saharan Africa growth in the Millennium Era are: 

1. Corruption ‘’Without doubt, corruption has permeated the African society 

and anyone who can say that corruption in Africa has not become alarming is 

either a fool, a crook or else does not live in this continent’’. This is how an 

illustrious son of Africa, Achebe (1988) puts it. Corruption has been noted 

to be worse than prostitution because it endangers the morals of the entire 

society (Campos & Bhargava, 2007). 

According to World Bank, corruption has become the greatest obstacle to 

economic and social development (Overview of Anti-Corruption, 2011). 

Though corruption is a global issue, it is highly visible in Africa. In (2015), it 

was estimated that 75 million people paid bribe that year (People and 

Corruption: Africa Survey, 2015). With most of the African governments 

failing to fight corruption, 58% of African claimed there is little being done 

to stop it. According to the research by Transparency International, 4 out of 
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5 South Africans believe corruption has been on the rise recently and this 

clearly shows the level of trust citizens have in their government (Rose-

Ackerman, & Palifka, 2016). The report further stated that, out of 28 Sub- 

Sahara African countries which were considered for the study, the Police 

and the judicial system are the most corrupt. These public institutions are 

responsible for the protection and enforcement of the rule of law. The 

Private sector was also perceived to be strongly corrupt in the region 

(People and Corruption: Africa Survey, 2015). In Africa, 1 out of every 5 

African is affected by bribery and this further increases the poverty gap 

since the poor masses are mostly affected. Basic amenities like provision of 

water, fertilizer supply, electricity, Justice, police protection by 

governments have been tarnished with corruption in the region. 22% of the 

people in Sub-Saharan Africa had to engage in corrupt activities before the 

above listed basic amenities, which they have paid taxes for, were provided 

to them by government. Some of Africa’s economic giants like South Africa 

and Nigeria, and fast growing nations like Ghana had the highest number of 

citizens claiming corruption has increased by 83%, 76% and 75% respectively 

(Brown, 2019). Corruption includes bribery, embezzlement and nepotism or 

state capture (Clean GovBiz, 2014). Africa annually loses 40% of Africa’s 

annual GDP to corruption (Lumumba, 2010). This figure is by far greater than 

the 2.7 % of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) contribution in 2014 and 3% 

contribution of Official Development Assistance (ODA) to Gross National 

Income in 2013.In the nutshell, corruption undermines democracy and the 

rule of law, leads to human rights violations, distorts markets and serves as 

a breeding ground for terrorism. This in the long run reduces the quality of 

life in the society (United Nation Convention against Corruption, 2004) 

Corruption induces inefficient allocation of the resources of state into white 

elephant projects with insignificant effects on the people. Therefore, 

sustainable development is very difficult in an unfair, corrupt and unequal 

environment (Ojo, & Oluwatayo, 2016).  

2. Infrastructure Deficits: African Growth in the millennium era is 

undermined by severe infrastructure deficits and this stare Sub-Saharan 

African development in the eye. Infrastructure deficits explain the existence 

of untapped productive potentials of Sub Saharan Africa (Eberhard, & 
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Catrina, 2017). Sub Saharan Africa requires an annual investment of USD 93 

billion annually until 2020. Infrastructure is critical to significant 

improvements in competitiveness, domestic and international trade and 

global integration (Panos, Densing, & Volkart, 2016). After the struggle for 

independence, many African countries inherited some infrastructures from 

the colonial rulers which sustained the economies during 1960s until the oil 

shock of the 1970s (Estache, 2006). As population growth and urbanization 

increased along the years, the industrial and household demand for 

infrastructure also increased in the continent. This has led to large 

infrastructure deficit to the continent. It has been estimated that the sum 

of investment and maintenance expenditure needs to be around 9% of GDP 

from 2005-2015 (Estache, 2006). Sub Saharan Africa loses about 12.5 percent 

of production to power outages compared to 7 percent in South Asia which 

is the next worst case (Ojo, & Oluwatayo, 2016). There are disparities in the 

allocation of resources to infrastructure among sub Saharan African 

countries. However, infrastructure has been responsible for more than 50 

percent of sub Saharan Africa’s recent improved growth performance and 

thus additional growth prospects (Trotter, 2016). In cases where 

infrastructure is unavailable, it is too costly for businesses to make profit 

and grow. This has grave consequence on sub Saharan Africa’s sustainable 

development (Ojo, & Oluwatayo, 2016).  

World Bank estimates indicate that Sub-Sahara Africa (SSA) required over 

$90 billion annually to maintain and improve on the infrastructure (Spanning 

Africa's Infrastructure Gap; How Development Capital is transforming 

Africa's Project Build-Out, 2015). The road access rate in Africa is 34% as 

compared to 50% in other parts of the developing world. Also, the cost of 

transport in this continent is 100% higher than in other parts of the world. 

Whiles other continents have about 70% to 90% access to electricity, only 30% 

of African population have access to electricity and even with this, there is 

a continuous erratic power supply (Spanning Africa's Infrastructure Gap, 

2015). With the issues of road infrastructure, only one -third of Africans living 

in rural areas are within two kilometres of all-seasoned roads as compared 

to two-thirds of the population in other developing regions (Banks, 2013). 
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3. Capital Flight, Tax Evasion and Tax Avoidance: All economies run their 

developmental projects through financing. One of the major constraints on 

Africa’ economic growth is a shortage or scarcity of financing (Fjeldstad & 

Heggstad, 2014). African Development Bank and Global Financial Integrity 

(2013) analysis how illicit flow and problems of net resource transfer has 

made Africa a net creditor to the world. 

The continent has suffered from capital flight for over 3 decades and has 

heightened during the periods of accelerated growth in Africa recently 

(Boyce & Ndikumana, 2012). Capital Flight can be explained as the transfer 

of assets abroad in order to reduce the loss of principal, loss of returns, or 

loss of control over financial wealth due to government sanctioned 

activities. Government sanctioned activities like wealth confiscation, 

increase in taxes on wealth or imposition of regulations that limit the 

privileges of wealth holders sometimes causes fear to business owners 

thereby resulting in capital flight (Epstein, 2005).Tax evasion may be 

explained as the commission or omission of an act knowingly with a strong 

intention to deceive so that the reported is less than the tax payable under 

the law. (Somorin, 2010). Tax avoidance, though similar to tax evasions 

takes advantage on the legal loopholes in the system to pay less tax. Recent 

reports jointly written by the AfDB, OECD and UNDP indicate that from 2003 

to 2012, Africa has been losing an annual average of $60.3 billion and this 

form about 4% of Africa’s annual GDP. This figure clearly outweighs the 

Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) inflows and Official Development 

Assistance (ODA) for that same year period which was $43.8 billion and $42.1 

billion respectively. 

4. Insecurity: Sub-Saharan Africa’s growth in the millennium era is currently 

threatened by insecurity ranging from “commercial violence”, civil wars, 

terrorism and kidnapping. Currently, Nigeria, Somalia, Darfur and Kenya 

face security issues. However, terrorism remains the most significant 

security problem in sub Saharan Africa (Ojo, & Oluwatayo, 2016).There is no 

universally accepted definition of terrorism but the most popular definition 

is contained in the UN General Assembly Resolution (Oche, 2014). It states 

that criminal acts intended or calculated to provoke a state of terror in the 

general public, a group of persons or particular person for political purposes 
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is terrorism. Security has been a primary concern and value for all humans 

and Nations from time immemorial. Sub Saharan Africa’s sustainable 

development is constrained by insecurity because only “conflict 

entrepreneurs” make profit in environments that are insecure. Insecurity is 

one of the constraints to improvements in economic activities in Sub 

Saharan Africa. Terrorism has been increasing in the last few decades. 

Nigeria recorded the biggest increase in terrorist activity with 7,512 deaths 

in 2014. This is about 300 percent increase on the 2013 value. The economic 

cost of terrorism in 2014 was USD52.9 billion (Munang, & Mgendi, 2017). 

Insecurity in Africa is characterized by deaths, collateral tortures, injuries, 

rapes and maiming (Institute for Economics and Peace, 2015). Sub-Sahara 

African countries experience the highest impact of terrorism globally. The 

countries are Nigeria (3rd), Libya (9th), Egypt (13th), Central African 

Republic (14th), South Sudan (15th), Sudan (16th), Kenya (18th), and 

Democratic Republic of Congo (19th) and Cameroon (20th) position (IEP, 

2015). The dominant terrorist groups in Africa are Bokoharam, Sudan 

People’s Liberation Movement in Opposition (SPLM-IO), Al-Shabaab and 

Fulani herdsmen. Sub-Sahara African has been strongly characterized by 

wars, destruction, famine, refugees, starvation, instability and chaos. From 

the north to south, east to west, the continent has had its fair share of 

unrests including series of civil wars like Sudan (1990-1995), Chad (1965-

1985), Liberia (1980-2003), Nigeria (1967-1970), Somalia (1993-1999), Sierra 

Leone (1991-2001), Angola (1986,1999), Rwanda (1994) and Zaire (1996), 

(Aremu, 2010).Sub Saharan Africa is at the receiving end of communal 

clashes, electoral violence, “commercial” violence induced by high youth 

unemployment among others. Apart from the destruction of lives and 

properties that come with insecurity, businesses do not grow in unsafe 

environment (Aremu, 2010). 

5. Imports: The current state of importation in Sub Saharan Africa is high 

(Worku, Mendoza, & Wielhouwer, 2016). Tariff evasion in sub-Saharan 

Africa: the influence of corruption in importing and exporting countries. The 

continent imports commodities she should be producing. How else can one 

explain the importation of food items in a continent that accounts for 25 

percent of global arable land? (Billen, Lassaletta, & Garnier, 2015). In 2012, 
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Sub-Saharan African countries spent USD 37.7 billion-pricing and other illicit 

outflow valued at USD 63 billion. Africa exports are mainly primary products 

and the continent imports finished goods with the balance of trade tilting 

towards developed countries. This implies Africa benefit less from trade as 

a result of reliance on primary products. 

 

Sub-Saharan African Resources 

Sub Saharan African growth in the millennium era is possible. This is so 

because it is resource-rich continent. The constraints to Sub-Saharan African 

Growth in the millennium era have been discussed earlier. Sub Saharan 

Africa has a young population that can provide manpower in her quest for 

growth in the millennium era. Sub Saharan Africa has a wealth of resources 

sufficient to drive the economic growth and social development. The 

resources include land, minerals, biological diversity, wildlife, forests, 

fisheries and water (Ajibefun, 2015). 

Agriculture is the mainstay of the Sub Saharan Africa economy accounting 

for 65 percent of labour, employment and 34 percent of the GDP. Oil, 

minerals and agricultural commodities account for 80 percent of Sub 

Saharan Africa’s export (Mutenyo, 2011). The bulk of food production in Sub 

Saharan Africa is carried out by smallholder farmers with about 70 percent 

being women. Irrigation alone could raise agricultural productivity by 50 

percent. It is estimated that for every increment in farm yield there has been 

7 percent poverty reduction in Sub Saharan Africa. Agriculture accounts for 

about 24 percent of Sub Saharan Africa’s annual growth. Therefore, 

investment in basic infrastructure (water, electricity, and road), farm-level 

infrastructure irrigation storage facilities) and access to credit and 

extension services and farmers’ driven policies is the way to go. The World 

Bank estimates that agriculture and agribusiness together could attract a 

whopping USD 1 trillion presence in Africa’s regional economy in the next 15 

years (Ojo, & Oluwatayo, 2016). This implies agricultural development is 

critical to the achievement of Sub Saharan African growth.  

Beneath the soils and water bodies in Africa lie more than sixty (60) metals 

that are needed for industrialization and urbanization (Mining Industry 

Prospects in Africa, 2012). The US Geological Survery places Africa as the 
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largest or second largest reserve worldwide for Bauxite (main source of 

aluminium), Cobalt (for making alloys and batteries), Gold, Diamonds, 

manganese (anticorrosive element in steel), phosphate rock (used in 

fertilizers), platinum group metals, soda ash (used in making glass), The 

KPMG report on Africa continue to emphasize that, out of the 54 African 

nations, 46 of them have minerals of commercial importance (Mining in 

Africa Towards 2020). Most of these minerals found are used in the 

automobile and real estate industries which have been expanding over the 

years as a result of global demand in infrastructure and modernization. 

However, Africa currently provides 8% of the global mineral production as a 

result of obstacles being faced in the mining sector (Mining Industry 

Prospects in Africa, 2012). Another reason that makes Africans optimistic 

about the future in the mining sector is the evidence that, demand of 

mineral commodities is in the early stages of a super cycle. The International 

Study Group Report in 2011 explains the early stages of super cycle is a rise 

in demand for mineral commodities as a result of urbanization and 

industrialization of major economies like China, India and Brazil (Minerals 

and Africa's Development, 2011).  As Investors all over the world are 

searching for brighter opportunities, Africa, its vast mineral potentials 

offers an attractive environment for mining investments. The continent will 

be able to fully benefit from the sector if it starts to refine some of the 

minerals since almost all the minerals are exported in their raw form. 

Therefore, investors determined to make good returns can venture into 

mineral refining in Africa and have a good rapport with various governments 

since most of the nations are politically stable and investor friendly. 

Electricity is a necessity to power every economy’s growth and 

development. The continent is already endowed with both renewable and 

non renewable energy sources like abundance of sunshine, large water 

bodies, strong tidal waves, oil and uranium deposits to provide energy. 

Individual households also need electricity to cook, study and do certain 

basic economic activities like selling frozen fish. The International 

Renewable Energy Agency reports that the average per capita electricity 

consumption in Sub- Sahara Africa, excluding South Africa is 153 kWh/year 

(IRENA, 2012).  



 

 

 
116 

MEDITERRANEAN PUBLICATION 
AND RESEARCH INTERNATIONAL 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL – ASD  
VOL. 13 NO.2 MAR-2021 ISSN: 2760-4106 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Prof. A.I. Mteiye [MALAWI] 

Concept of Sustainable land Management Practice  

Sustainable land management (SLM) has regained prominence in current 

global debates. One major cause of this re-emergence is the increasing news 

coverage of land-related themes such as food security, climate change, and 

desertification (Butters, Weston, & Gunn, 2012). Other key causes include a 

growing awareness of progressing land degradation and of the importance 

of land-related resources, which constitute the basis for agricultural 

production and provision of ecosystem services as defined by the 

Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (Vlek,  Khamzina, & Tamene, 2017). Land 

degradation and the Sustainable Development Goals: Threats and potential 

remedies.). It is increasingly accepted that sustainable land management is 

crucial to achieving the various goals of the three United Nations 

conventions on desertification, climate change, and biodiversity (Wall, 

Nielsen, & Six, 2015). Sustainable Land Management contributes 

substantially to limiting land degradation, rehabilitating degraded areas, 

and maintaining productivity and other functions of land for present and 

future generations (Kirui, 2016).  

The concept of sustainable land management grew out of a 1991 workshop 

in Chiang Rai, Thailand, organised by the International Board for Soil 

Research and Development (Dumanski 1997). In various post-workshop 

follow-up activities, the initial focus on soil conservation was extended into 

an integrated concept that accounts for the multiple dimensions of 

sustainability and includes other land resources in addition to soil (Hurni et 

al 1996). According to Wairiu, (2017), sustainable land management may be 

defined as the use of land resources such as soils, water, animals, and plants 

for the production of goods – to meet changing human needs –in a way that 

assures the long-term productive potential of these resources and the 

maintenance of their environmental functions . Similarly, albeit displaying a 

stronger orientation towards the concept of sustainable development and 

a clearer focus on operational implications, Wairiu, (2017) see sustainable 

land management “as a system of technologies and/or planning that aims 

at integrating ecological with socio-economic and political principles in the 

management of land for agricultural and other purposes to achieve intra- 

and intergenerational equity”. Ideally, sustainable land management and its 
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technologies should be oriented towards the five pillars of sustainability, 

striving to be: “(1) ecologically protective, (2) socially acceptable, (3) 

economically protective, (4) economically viable, and (5) risk reducing” 

(Bunting, 2013).  The opposite of sustainable land management – 

unsustainable land management – produces what is commonly referred to 

as land degradation. Land degradation includes all processes that diminish 

or eliminate the capacity of land resources to provide ecosystem services 

(Thomas, Quillérou, & Stewart, 2013). land degradation is widely recognised 

as a global problem, it remains a contested topic in terms of its 

determinants, degree, distribution, and effects (Thomas, Quillérou, & 

Stewart, 2013).  Nonetheless, different local approaches and new models 

have recently been proposed, replacing earlier, somewhat simplistic 

technical solutions (Glasson, & Therivel, 2013). These new approaches and 

models view sustainable land management practice not merely as a 

technical concern, but as a means of contributing to poverty reduction and, 

eventually, sustainable development (Leach, Scoones  & Stirling, 2010).  

 

Significance of Sustainable Land Management Practice to achieving 

Sustainable development 

Sub-Saharan Africa is particularly vulnerable to threats of natural resource 

degradation and poverty. This is due to various factors including a high 

population growth rate and increasing population pressure, reliance on 

agriculture that is vulnerable to environmental change, fragile natural 

resources and ecosystems, high rates of erosion and land degradation, and 

both low yields and high post-harvest yield losses. On top of this can be 

added sensitivity to climate variability and long-term climate change. (Hove, 

Ngwerume, & Muchemwa, 2013). The urban crisis in Sub-Saharan Africa: A 

threat to human security and sustainable development In Sub-Saharan 

Africa (SSA) land degradation could be prevented through Sustainable land 

management practice. As it address water scarcity, soil fertility, organic 

matter and biodiversity. Land degradation, has been a threat to the 

environment in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA), as well as to livelihoods, where 

the majority of people directly depend on agricultural production. There is 

a potentially devastating downward spiral of overexploitation and 
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degradation, enhanced by the negative impacts of climate change - leading 

in turn to reduced availability of natural resources and declining 

productivity: this jeopardizes food security and increases poverty (Hove, 

Ngwerume, & Muchemwa, 2013). Sustainable lands management is defined 

as ‘the adoption of land use systems that, through appropriate 

management practices, enables land users to maximise the economic and 

social benefits from the land while maintaining or enhancing the ecological 

support functions of the land resources’ Sustainable land management 

(SLM) is the antidote, helping to increase average productivity, reducing 

seasonal fluctuations in yields, and underpinning diversified production and 

improved incomes. The primary target of SLM for SSA is thus to increase 

land productivity, improve food security and also provide for other goods 

and services. There are three ways to achieve this: (1) expansion, (2) 

intensification and (3) diversification of land use (Hove, Ngwerume, & 

Muchemwa, 2013). 

The clearest global benefits from Sustainable land management (SLM) 

practice are the sequestration and retention of carbon, mitigating climate 

change; and the conservation of genetic resources needed for medicinal 

products and crop breeding. There are others; prevention of flooding 

through maintenance of soil structure is also very important, although this 

tends to be a local benefit. Another is albedo – that is to say, the reflectivity 

of the earth’s surface, which will be affected by changes in vegetation; but 

the extent to which farming practices affect climate in this way is hard to 

quantify, although it may be significant (Hove, Ngwerume, & Muchemwa, 

2013).  

Sustainable land management (SLM) best practices and their upscaling in 

Sub-Saharan Africa is essential for a variety of reasons – but the most basic 

is to sustain and improve livelihoods while protecting the land’s resources 

and ecosystem functions. Sustainable land management (SLM) practice 

thus seeks to increase production including traditional and innovative 

systems and to improve resilience to food insecurity, land degradation, loss 

of biodiversity, drought and climate change (Wairiu, 2017).  

Sustainable land management (SLM) practices enhance the management of 

soil, water, vegetation and animal resources.  SLM also includes ecological, 
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economic and socio-cultural dimensions (Hurni, 1997). These three are not 

separate: in reality they are interconnected. They are also referred to as the 

‘3 Es’ of sustainable development - Equality, Economy, and Ecology 

(UNESCO, 2006).  Ecologically, SLM technologies – in all their diversity – 

effectively combat land degradation. But a majority of agricultural land is 

still not sufficiently protected, and SLM needs to spread further. Socially, 

SLM helps secure sustainable livelihoods by maintaining or increasing soil 

productivity, thus improving food security and reducing poverty, both at 

household and national levels. Economically, SLM pays back investments 

made by land users, communities or governments. Agricultural production 

is safeguarded and enhanced for small-scale subsistence and large-scale 

commercial farmers alike, as well as for livestock keepers. Furthermore, the 

considerable off-site benefits from SLM can often be an economic justifica-

tion (Wairiu, 2017). 

Of immediate significance to people across Sub Saharan African are the 

opportunities that Sustainable land management (SLM) practices offer to 

help adapt to and mitigate climate change (CC). Adaptation to climate 

change can be achieved by adopting more versatile and CC-resilient 

technologies – but also through approaches which enhance flexibility and 

responsiveness to change. Some practices increase the amount of rainfall 

that infiltrates the soil (e.g. mulching, improved plant cover) as well as 

improving its capacity to store water (e.g. increased soil organic matter 

content) - while simultaneously helping protect the soil from extremes of 

temperature and more intense rainfall(Wairiu, 2017). Thus the most 

appropriate Sustainable land management (SLM) practices for Sub Saharan 

Africa are characterized by tolerance to increased temperatures, to climate 

variability, and to extreme events.  the SLM principles of improved water, 

soil fertility and plant management, and micro-climate are considered, the 

result will be better protection against natural disasters and increased 

resilience to climate variability and change. Diversification of production is 

an additional way to increase resilience (Maisharou, Chirwa, Larwanou, 

Babalola, & Ofoegbu, 2015).  

Sustainable land management (SLM) practices such as conservation 

agriculture, with the advantages of reduced labour and inputs, will stand a 
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better chance of being adopted. Changes towards SLM should build on – 

and be sensitive to - values and norms, allow flexibility, adaptation and 

innovation to improve livelihoods. Most appropriate is the promotion of 

SLM practices that are easy to learn and thus require minimal training and 

capacity building (Liniger, Mekdaschi,  Hauert, & Gurtner, 2011).  Sustainable 

land management (SLM) practice  are vital to prevent, mitigate and rehabili-

tate land degradation. SLM contributes substantially to limiting land 

degradation, rehabilitating degraded areas, and maintaining productivity 

and other functions of land for present and future generations (Hurni et al 

2010). 

 

Way forward to combating issues inhibiting African Growth in the 

millennium era 

As the existing stocks of mineral deposits in sub Saharan Africa are 

considered to be far below what is considered optimal, it is crucial that 

measures are instituted to prevent any further over- exploitation of these 

resources. However, it is necessary to mention that the determination of 

what is considered to be the optimum level of the natural resource stock is 

not easy in any given geographical area. Sub-Sahara African growth in the 

millennium era can be best achieved by combating corruption. which 

involve moving from manual to electronic office operations. Most of the 

office related jobs are done and recorded manually and this gives corrupt 

people the power to manipulate figures. A typical example is the electronic 

procurements that can be used by governments to reduce collusion among 

bidders and corruption. Corruption is mitigated by drastically reducing the 

degree to which government officials withhold information from non-

favourable bidders (Pande and Olken, 2016). E-governance helps citizens to 

communicate with public official and avail public services through online or 

other information technologies. This reduces corrupt employee’s 

discretionary powers when using the traditional paper system (Baniamin, 

2015) and there should be Political Will to Fight Corruption. The agreement 

reached by African Heads of States to fight corruption must be strictly 

adhered to and they are as follows; Strengthening national control 

measures to ensure that foreign companies operating in member countries 
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respect the national legislation in force, Establish, maintain and strengthen 

independent national anticorruption authorities or agencies. Adopt 

legislative and other measures to create, maintain and strengthen internal 

accounting, auditing and follow-up systems, in particular, in the public 

income, custom and tax receipts, expenditures and procedures for hiring, 

procurement and management of public goods and services etc. 

Also, asset declaration by politicians and top businessmen before assuming 

office is also another way of reducing corruption since they will also account 

for any asset gained while in and out of office. This has served as an effective 

tool to prevent corruption in Eastern Europe and Central Asia (OECD, 2011). 

An effective income and asset declaration regime can increase public 

accountability and transparency, reduce corruption and abuse of power. 

Also, it can strongly increase public trust in institutions and government 

legitimacy. 

Studies have shown that, areas with strong adhesiveness to asset 

declaration laws by public officials have a low corruption rate (Chêne, 2008). 

As at 2006, 28 African nations require assets and income declaration 

disclosure by public officials. Twenty-three (23) countries out of these 28 

countries require that public officials to declare their assets to an anti-

corruption agency or other government institution like the Auditor- 

General’s Office. The remaining five countries (Cape Verde, Central African 

Republic, Sao Tome and Principle, and South Africa) request publication of 

asset declared to the public (Chêne, 2008). There are, however challenges 

faced by this practice like who should declare what, and to whom this 

declaration should be done. The filing frequency has also become a 

challenge to this policy implementation. For example, the Cameroon law 

requires all public officials to declare assets, but this has poorly been 

executed over the years as a result of lack of capacity and political will 

(Chêne, 2008). It also lacks some practicality flaws since the government 

does not have the capacity to subject all public official to asset declaration. 

Such measures should target some level of senior officials for efficiency. 

Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and Nigeria require state or public officials to 

declare the assets of their wives and children to prevent corrupt officials 

from transferring stolen monies to their family members (Chêne, 2008). This 
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study suggests that, just as it is compulsory for every senior state official to 

be sworn into office before commencement of work, asset and income 

declaration policy must be a requisite before a state official assumes or 

leaves office. 

More importantly, closing the infrastructure deficit is very essential in 

propelling sub-Saharan Africa’s growth in the millennium era. An improved 

infrastructure will increase intra-regional and international trade. Also the 

cost of doing business will reduce attracting Foreign Direct Investments 

(FDI) inflows and enhancing the continent’s global competitiveness which 

will cause the continent’s economy to grow (PIDA, 2012). Sub-Sahara African 

growth can also be achieved by adopting a global tax information system 

where there can be multilateral exchange of information between tax 

authorities. Individual African governments should develop stronger tax 

laws to reduce tax avoidance. Also, regular capacity building for tax official 

to equip them and improve the awareness of tax evasion. There should be 

prosecution of multinational companies who transfer funds to their 

countries illegally. These ‘’stolen monies’’ should be repatriated back to its 

rightful owners by the assistance of developed nations. 

Sub Saharan Africa’s growth can also be achieved by finding elastic solution 

to crises in Sub Sahara African as pointed out by Ayittey (1999) who asserts 

that the solutions to Africa’s conflict crises can be found in Africa itself. The 

indigenous system where a Chief and his noble elders sit on issues and pass 

judgments in their communities is one of the best ways to avoid tribal wars. 

Though, we are in an era of modernization, people still have lots of respects 

for their Clan Chiefs. Petty quarrels that arise in communities and tribes can 

be curtailed by the indigenous ruling systems before they get out of hands. 

Of course, these traditional rulers must also obey and rule according to the 

constitution of the country which is supreme. However, some traditional 

leaders seeking more power have indulged themselves into national 

politics, making followers on the other end of the political divide loose 

respect in their rulings. A typical example of a good traditional mediation 

system is how Mozambique settled 500,000 property claims with only 

verbal agreement by village chiefs (Ayittey, 1999). Commitment and sincere 

leadership are a sure way to prevent and avoid any unrest that may arise. 
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Breaking this down from the family unit, Parents are responsible to be law 

abiding and good examples for their children to emulate. The elders in the 

community must be morally upright and mentor the younger generations. 

Chiefs and Kings must rule with utmost fairness and eschew partiality. 

Government officials must be sincere with public funds so they can be 

trustworthy. True commitment and sincere leaderships ensure equitable 

distribution of resources, promotion of rule of law and protection of 

fundamental human rights (Aremu, 2010). 

Poverty is always at the center of most political crises in Sub –Saharan 

African (Aremu, 2010). Another possible way to achieve Sub Sahara African 

potential is by resolving political Crises as these crises lie heavily in the hands 

of the various African governments. Providing access to quality education, 

gainfully employing the youth and providing adequate remuneration for 

workers reflect the true state of the nation is a sure way of combating 

poverty by empowering the citizenry (Aremu, 2010). 

 

Conclusion and Policy Recommendations 

Africa is currently the fastest growing continent in the world. The economic 

growth and development story started after colonial rule, and for most 

countries it was in the 1960s. From a growth rate of 1.69 in 1961, Sub Saharan 

Africa has undergone undulating trends in growth. The leading economies 

that are reshaping the economy of Africa are Nigeria, South Africa and Egypt 

with increased growth performance in the service sector, industry and the 

agricultural sectors. Sub-Sahara Africa still have some issues like corruption, 

infrastructure deficits, capital flight, Tax Evasion, and Tax Avoidance, 

Insecurity and Imports which have been a major contributor of setbacks to 

the its growth in the millennium era. Sub-Saharan Africa still exhibits some 

prospects and resources in various sectors that will greatly increase output 

and improve the living standards of the African people. This study suggest 

makes the following feasible economical; viable and sustainable solution to 

governments and various stakeholders. There should be adoption of 

sustainable land resources management practice. Policies should be 

targeted at reducing poverty and attaining the Sustainable Development 

Goals adopted by UN member countries in 2015. Policies that will minimize 
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paper or manual governance system to electronic governance will reduce 

the rate of corruption and increase transparency in governance, Policies 

that will encourage public-private partnership must always be supported so 

as to fill the gap in infrastructure financing in Africa strengthen various 

national tax policies and supervision of multinational company activities to 

reduce capital flights and tax evasions. fight against terrorism and 

corruption should be intensified while existing anticorruption and anti-

terrorism laws are implemented. More importantly, sub-Saharan Africa 

should promote value addition in exports. Poverty reduction policies like; 

Rural job creation for income empowerment through agriculture and 

education Improvement of rural infrastructure like rural electrification and 

road network.  
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