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Abstract 

okoto State is located in the north-

western part of Nigeria. It shares borders 

with Kebbi, Kastina, Zamfara states and 

some parts of Niger Republic. The Sokoto-

Zamfara borders communities witnessed series 

of security challenges in recent times, due the 

perpetual bandit’s attacks in Zamfara State. 

These crises have grossly affected communities, 

to the extent that most social and economic 

activities came to a standstill along the borders 

of Sokoto State. The 

worst hit areas of the 

borders were Isa, Sabon 

Birni, Tangaza, Goronyo 

and Tureta Local 

Government Areas of 

Sokoto State. 

Therefore, this article 

explains the impact of 

insecurity in Zamfara 

state on the border 

areas of Sokoto State.  

 

INTRODUCTION 

he insecurity in most parts of Zamfara state has spill-over effects 
on its immediate borders.130 The proximity between Zamfara and 
its neighboring states as well as the vast forestland that 

circumnavigate different parts of North-Western Nigeria, as well as constant 
military operations against the bandits in Zamfara enhanced the spread of rural 
criminality to the neigbouring states.131 In Sokoto State, eleven out of the 23 
Local Government Areas are directly affected.132The crime pattern is usually the 
same with Zamfara; cattle rustling, rural banditry, pillages, highway robbery, 

 
130Zamfara State is strategically located in the North-Western part of Nigeria. The preponderance of cattle rustling and 

rural banditry in the state that started in 2010 and has to a very large extent affected four states in Nigeria and some parts of 

Niger Republic. Zamfara  its bordered by Niger Republic in the north, Kaduna to the south, Kastina  to the east, as well as 

Sokoto, Kebbi and Niger States to the west.  
131 Al-Chuwuma. O and Fidelis I, Forestlands and National Security in Nigeria: A Threat-Import Analysis, Journal of 

Political Science and Leadership Research, Vol.2. No.2. 2016, www.iiardpub.org 
132 The Local Governments Areas affected were Isa, Sabon Birni, Rabah, Goronyo, Wurno, Tureta, Dange- Shuni Illela, 

Gada, Tangaza and Gudu. Banditry, kidnapping, incessant killings as well as pillage are the common crimes committed in 

these areas.  
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rape and more recently kidnapping for ransom.133This caused unquantifiable 
damage to the rural economy and human security. Statistic on the impact is 
difficult to come by, available evidence shows that many villages were sacked, 
creating large scale human displacement in the state. For instance, Fifteen (15) 
border villages were deserted in Sabon Birni Local Government Area of Sokoto 
State, with a rough estimate of 4000 people.134 Similarly, in Isa, 12 villages were 
abandoned in 2016, with an estimated population of 6000 people.135 Therefore, 
this article attempts to discuss the impact and dynamics of rural insecurity 
along the border communities of Sokoto state.  
 

Contextualization Exposition 

A boundary in geo-political sense denotes an imaginary dividing line or limit. 

They are also thin lines marking the limit of state territory.136 Boundaries could 

be state or international, depending on its location and functions. Therefore, 

boundary has multiple definitions, interpretations and functions. Danfulani 

summarized such functions of international boundaries into administrative, 

economic, socio-cultural, national, regional and even international context.137 

Thus, within the context of security, international borders are defined as 

vulnerable defense lines through which the sovereignty of the state could be 

compromised.138 In recent times, border studies continue to attract scholarly 

attention. The rate of insecurity in most parts of West Africa and beyond made 

experts to see their international borders as major entry points of mercenaries, 

bandits, Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALWs) and other illicit drugs. Asiwaju 

has extensively argued that transnational organized crimes thrive in most parts 

of the world due the synergy between what he calls the ‘border under world’ 

and the ‘upper world players’. The underworld constitutes perpetrators of 

 
133  A.S. Anaka, Emerging Issues in Zamfara Armed Banditry and Cattle Rustling: Collapse of the Peace Deal and 

Resurgence of Fresh Violence, International Journal of Innovative Research and Development, www.ijrd.com, December, 

2017,Vol. 6 Issue 12. 
134 Alh. Muhammadu Shayau,  60 years, Community leader, Burkusuma village, Sabon Birni Local Government Area, 

Sokoto State, 4th September, 2019. According to him most of these villages fall within the border of Isa and Sabon Birni 

areas as well as Shinkafi Local Government Area of Zamfara State. Therefore, it was the security situation in Zamfara that 

impacted on those villages. It is important to note that not all these villages were directly attacked by bandits; some deserted 

their areas for the fear of the unknown. 
135Focus Group Discussion in Bargaja Village, Isa Local Government Area, Sokoto State, 5th September, 2019, some of 

the affected villages were Dan- Fako, Tabkin Fili, Tajaye and Dan-Adama, amongst others. It is important to also note that 

with the return of relative peace in the area some of the people have returned to their respective villages now. 
136 . Oye, A. Cukwurah, ‘European Outline Convention on Transfrontier Co-operation between Territorial Authorities or 

Communities As a Model for Africa in General and Nigeria and Niger in Particular’ in Asiwaju A.I and Burkindo, B.M, 

Nigeria-Niger Trans-Border Cooperation, Malthouse Press Limited, Lagos, 1993,pp.434-452   
137  Danfulani J., ‘Boko Haram Insurgency: A Need to Re-Think Nigeria Borders Security Doctrine and Operations’ 

International Journal of  Arts and Social Sciences, April, 2014 
138 B.M. Barkindo,’ Border Region Development as Impetus for Trans-Border Cooperation and Wider Regional 

Integration in Africa: The Nigerian Experience’ in Yomi Akinyeye,(ed) That They May Be One: Essays in Honour of 

Professor Anthony A. Asiwaju, African Regional Institute, Ogun State, Nigeria, 2008, pp.107-130 
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criminal activities, while the world players are the financiers of the border 

underworld who engaged in human trafficking and narcotics.139    

The creation of such international borders was from the onset controversial. 

At the early stage the colonial state in Africa was accused for amalgamating 

incompatible communities into single political entity. This forced marriage, 

according to Bayeh140 led to series of conflicts in the post-colonial state. 

Independent political entities in West Africa further created internal 

boundaries/territories to meet post colonial realities. This is done through 

series of state creation, particularly in Nigeria. This process of internal 

boundary demarcation as a result of new state creation in Nigeria is also 

marred by internal strife and conflict between the new and old states in some 

cases. Therefore, this research is basically concerns with internal or what some 

experts calls state borders. These borders emerged as a result of series of state 

creations in the country. 

Sokoto state was created in 1976 constituting the present Sokoto, Kebbi and 

Zamfara states. In 1991, a new state was created called Kebbi state. Also in 1996 

Zamfara state was curved out of Sokoto state. The people living along these 

boundaries or territories have same historical and cultural affinities and 

whatever affects a cross section of the border communities is likely to spill over 

into the other side of the state boundary. The state has a land mass of 

26,827.43 square kilometers, with a total projected population of over five (5) 

million people. At present the  Sokoto state has 23 Local Government Areas 

and shares state boundaries with both Zamfara and Kebbi states. It also has 

international boundary with Niger Republic.  

Remote and Immediate Causes 

The genesis of this incessant conflict is deeply rooted in rural poverty, 

accentuated by climate change in an ever decreasing rate of grazing 

reserves.141 The pastoral communities are key actors, they lamented on how 

the traditional rulers and politicians turned the reserves into personal farm 

 
139  Asiwaju I.A., ‘Border Security and Trans-border Crimes: the Nigerian Experience: Comparative Historical 

Perspective’ in Alemika E.OE et al (eds) Crimes and Policing in Nigeria: Challenges and Options, Network for Police 

Reforms in Nigeria: CLEEN Foundation.www.cleen.org. Retrieved on 17 /03/2020 

,140 Bayeh, Endalcachew (2015), The Legacy of Colonialism in The Contemporary Africa: A Cause 

for Intrastate and Interstate Conflicts, International Journal of Innovative and Applied Research 

(2015) 3(2), :23-29, 2015 

 
141 KNADB/76/Vol .I: Report on Grazing routes and Reserves in Sokoto State. This document provided a detailed list of 

the grazing reserves in Sokoto State and how farmers in collaboration with traditional rulers started the destruction and 

distortion of the reserves from 1973-1976. 
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centers.142 It is not an exaggeration to say that 80% of the top political office 

holders in Sokoto State owned large agricultural estates in the surrounding 

Local Government Areas. This has diminished the size and number of the 

reserves. The local farmers are also accused of encroaching into the grazing 

routes.143 Cattle access to source of water and pasture became very difficult. 

This resulted into conflict at the early period and later transformed into full-

blown criminality.144There was sheer neglect of the pastoral community by the 

three tiers of government; Federal, State and Local Government. The Fulani 

complained of inadequate water supply during dry season and lack of enough 

nomadic schools to enroll their wards.145 The immediate reason for the final 

outbreak of the conflict could be attributed to the impunity of the local 

vigilante group, Yan-Sakai that treats the pastoral Fulani with high-

handedness.146 At the peak of this crisis in 2016, the state governments 

(Zamfara and Sokoto) have shown little commitment towards resolving the 

conflict. The Fulani see it as a conspiracy and created different criminal gangs 

for what they called self-defense.147 Members were also mobilized from Niger 

and Benin Republics, Mali, Senegal and as far as Libya. These foreign elements 

offered them training on different forms of guerrilla tactics as well as supply of 

Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALWs) that facilitated their criminal 

formations.148 

 

Trends and Dynamics 

There was infiltration of terrorist groups in Sokoto State during the hey-days 

of Boko-Haram. Members of the group were often apprehended in Sokoto city 

and its surrounding areas. For instance, in July, 2013 a terrorist hide-out was 

discovered in Gidan-Dare area of Sokoto metropolis.149Furthermore, border 

proximity between Zamfara and Sokoto impacted negatively on the state. 

Border communities in Sabon Birni, Isa and Tureta local government areas 

recorded early cases of cattle stealing and armed robbery in 2013,150 most of 

 
142Interview with Ibrahim Buba, Pastoral Fulani in Sabon Birni town. He mentioned the names of politicians and 

traditional rulers that confiscated their reserves.  
143 Interview with Chairman, Farmers Association Rabah Local Government, 5th September, 2019.  
144 M.A. Rufa’i ‘The Phenomenon of Farmer-Herder Conflict in Sabon Birni District of Sokoto State’, Being a Paper 

Presented at the First International Conference on Gobir Kingdom, 13th -16 July, 2018. 
145 Focus Group Discussion in Sabon Birni Town 3rd September, 2019.   
146M.A. Rufa’i, ‘Vigilante Groups and Rural Banditry in Zamfara State…  
147 Focus Group Discussion in Rabah 5th September, 2019. It is stated that the bandits recruited members across four 

states; Zamfara, Sokoto, Kastina and Kaduna. 
148Interview with late Buharin Daji the overall leader of Zamfara bandits, 25th December, 2016 during Zamfara amnesty 

programme to repentant bandits. See also Daily Trust Newspaper on Amnesty in Zamfara 
14912 bombs recovered, 1 killed in Sokoto Military raid, Daily Trust Newspaper, Friday, July,12, 2013, p.13. 
150  Interview with Ibrahim Bawa Isa, Community Leader in Isa town, 4th September, 2019. The town of Isa is just 15 

kilometers away from Shinkafi town in Zamfara State. This town has been a major hot-spot of the conflict since 2012. 
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which were attributed to the Zamfara miscreants.151 At the early stage, the 

culprits were few and known by their names, locations and families.152 Criminal 

venture was initially trivialized as farmer-herder squabble. Therefore, no 

drastic measure was put in place.153  

Thus, it became a major threat in 2014 with the proliferation of bandit gangs.154 

Some of which were trans-national, pulling members from Niger, Mali, Chad 

and Libya.155 This internationalization of banditry led to the intensification of 

cattle rustling and village raids in 2015. Such cases were frequently recorded, 

350 heads of cattle were said to have been rustled along the borders of Isa and 

Sabon Birni Local Government Areas in 2016.156 In response, the local vigilante 

groups worsened the situation by taking the law into their hands. Thus, they 

ventured into killings of both suspected bandits and innocent Fulani. The 

conflict then took a new dimension recording more casualties and fatalities in 

some parts of Sokoto state.157 Suspected bandits killed over 50 persons in 

another Sokoto- Zamfara border community of Kalhu, Tsage and Geri villages 

in Gandi district, Sokoto state in January, 2019. In May, 2019 82 year old, District 

Head of Balle was killed. At the same time the Divisional Police Headquarters, 

police patrol vehicles and some cars were set ablaze in Balle town of Gudu 

Local Government.158  

Furthermore, 30 people were killed in Goronyo LGA in May, 2019. Same gangs 

attacked and killed 28 in Satiru village of Isa LGA.159 The rationale behind the 

attack was the presence of militant vigilante members called in the local 

vocabulary (Yan-Sakai).160 The crisis reached its zenith with the increase in the 

 
151 Interview with Musa Muhammad, Head of the Vigilante Group  in Sabon Birni Local Government, 3rd September, 

2019. 
152 Interview with Mal. Sani Shinkafi, Community Leader, Shinkafi town, Zamfara State, 4th September, 2019. Accroding 

to him most of these criminals came from a neigbouring border Fulani settlement called Maniya. The village is located in 

between Badarawa in Zamfara State and Isa town in Sokoto State. 
153A.M.Shinkafi Security Challenges and Its Management in Zamfara, being a paper presented at an Interactive Session 

with His Excellency, the President and Commander in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, held 

at Government House Gusau on 22nd March, 2018. 
154 Interview with Sani Muhammad, Member of the Vigilante Group, Isa Local Government, 4th September, 2019. 
155 Sani Muhammed Idem. He added that most of the criminals that came to their aid also supply them Small Arms and 

Light Weapons (SALWs). Substantial part of the arms came from Libya that was made available following the fall of 

Muammar Gadaffi’s regime in 2011.  
156 Focus Group Discussion in Sabon Birni Town, 5th September, 2019. 
157Zamfara State Fulani-Vigilante Five Years of Communal Clashes: The Menace Causes and the Task on the Peace Bid: 

Success, Challenges and Way Forward. Presented by the Chariman, Peace and Reconciliation Committee, His Excellency 

Deputy Governor Malam Ibrahim Wakkala Muhammad Sarkin Malaman Gusau, Not Dated. 
158 Daily Trust News paper Bandits kill village head, set Sokoto Police Station on Fire, 9th May, 2019.According to a 

local source, the victim was in possession of huge amount of  money belonging to the bandits. His son was accussed for 

being the chief financial officer of a bandit group. After his death, the criminals demanded for the release of the said money 

which the village head   refused. This was the reason for his murder on Tuesday, 9th May, 2019. 
159  Interview with Mal. Abubakar Gandi, Community leader in Gidan Igwai Area Sokoto, see also Daily trust News 

paper, 25 January, 2019. The paper reported that there were over 6000 IDPs from 1746 communities in Gandi District of 

Rabah LGA of Sokoto State. 
160  Sabon Birni and Isa were the first victims of cattle rusting and banditry in the state because they supported their 

fellow brothers from Zamfara in the fight against the bandits, according to a repentant bandit in Shinkafi that justifies the 

attacks of some villages along the border that supported the local vigilante group to fight against them.  



 

 

 423 

MEDITERRANEAN PUBLICATION 
AND RESEARCH INTERNATIONAL 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL – HSS  
VOL. 11 NO.6 JUN-2020 ISSN: 1021-3197 

 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Prof. Samuel Tetteh Addo (Ghana) 

number of criminal gangs from 20 in 2015 to over 75 in 2016. 161This changed the 

entire strategy from cattle rustling to active banditry against villages with a 

concentration of vigilante members. 162  

 
Figure 1.1 Map of the study area showing affected villages 

Kidnapping and Ransom 

 Kidnapping was later given preference to rustling toward in 2017. The change 

is attributed to the reduction in the number of cattle and the risk associated 

with rustling. Hence, it became safe and easy for the bandits to kidnap and 

demand for ransom.163 No Local Government Area in the state is free from this 

menace. There are many people involved in it, who play the role of spies.164 The 

presence of large forest in the state aided the activities of the kidnappers, 

where victims were kept hostage. Many important personalities ranging from 

top government officials and businessmen have so far been kidnapped in the 

state. Late Alh. Abu Dankure (a famous politician, businessman and 

contractor), was kidnapped on 8th November, 2013, 50 million Naira  was paid 

 
161 M.A. Rufa’i, ‘Vigilante Groups and Rural Banditry in Zamfara State: Excesses and Contradictions’, International 

Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences Inventive (IJHSSI) ISSN (online) 2319-7722,ISSN,www.ijhssi.org//vol.7 issue 

06, June 2018. 
162 Interview with the Emir of Zurmi, Zamfara State during peace and reconciliation meeting with the bandits in 2016 
163Okoli, A and Agada F.T. Kidnapping and National Security in Nigeria, Research on Humanities and Social Sciences, 

ISSN, paper Vol.4, No.6, 2014 
164.The list of the informants was provided in Sabon Birni Local Government. The names of the accused persons include 

Umar Faruku From Gangara village, Hussaini Dabo from Sabon Birni(Fulani man), Bafashe from Dan Kware, Bakiri from 

Mashekarin Magira and Muhammadu Balla from Garin na Mai-Mai amongst several others.  
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in dollars as ransom in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, where the negotiation 

took place before his release.165Also, Mal. Lawan Mai-Doki Chairman, Sokoto 

State Zakkat Board was kidnapped at his residence on 19th October, 2016 and 

₦20 million Naira was paid as ransom. Recently, Alhaji Aminu Magaji Budio, a 

Member of Sokoto State House of Assembly, representing Dange-Shuni, State 

Constituency, was also kidnapped on 22nd August, 2019. He spent seven days in 

captivity, and ₦15 million was paid as ransom.166 Same set of kidnappers also 

abducted a staff of the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) on 

25th August, 2019 and collected ₦10,000 MTN airtime and the sum of 9 million 

naira as ransom.167Moreover, from 2017 to August, 2019, over 120 people were 

reported to have been kidnapped in Sabon Birni Local Government Area alone. 

These victims paid an estimated amount of ₦150 million Naira.168 

 

Impact of the conflict 

There is gross paucity of records as to the number of people killed from the 

inception of this crisis. Focus Group Discussion with the affected community 

provided a data very close to the reality on the ground. In Sabon Birni Local 

Government, about 70 were killed169, Isa LGA, 120170, Rabah 84171, Tureta 56172 

and 48 in Gudu LGA.173The conflict has impacted negatively on the social and 

economic activities. Most rural economic transactions came to a standstill. The 

mere absence of the Fulani in some of the local markets affected economic 

transactions in 2016. Traders deserted remote markets for the fear of robbery. 

Also, farmers could not freely cultivate their land for the same fear of attack or 

kidnapping.174This has significantly lowered agricultural out-put in 2016 and 

2017 farming season. Rural poverty was exacerbated further by bandits’ 

attacks, plunder of granaries and destruction of food items. There were 

reported cases of bandits setting farmlands and food stores ablaze in the 

remote villages of Isa Local Government Areas.175 Besides, it has created large 

number of Internally Displaced Persons. In January, 2019 there were over 6000 

 
165 The businessman passed away not quiet long after he was released from captivity.   
166 Interview with his uncle in Dange town 1st September 2019. 
167 Interview with the victim in Danbuwa Area Sokoto, 1st September, 2019 
168 Fucus Group Discussion in Sabon Birni Town at the presence of the District Head of Sabon Birni. The highest paid 

ransom was by Alh. Alhassan from Zangon Malam who paid the sum of 10 million Naira followed by Alhaji Ali Kalgo who 

paid 7.5 million, and least paid was 250,000 by Hafsi Alh. Bori a Fulani woman. Most of the amount collected as ransom 

range between 500,000 and 1 million.  
169  FGD in Sabon Birni LGA. 
170 FGD in Isa LGA. 
171 FGD Rabah LGA, 5th September, 2019. 
172 FGD Tureta LGA 
173 Interview with Alh. Bello Bala Gudu, 10th September, 2019. 
174.Interview with Sani Isa Balle, Chairman, Farmers Association Gudu LGA, 10th September, 2019. 
175 Interview with Muhammad Sani Isa. He mentioned similar episode against Burkusuma, where the bandits set their 

granaries ablaze during attack. 
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IDPs from 1746 households in Gandi district.176 There are also orphans and 

widows that lost their beloved ones.177 Similarly, some women were repeatedly 

raped either at the scene of the conflict or while in abduction in the case of 

kidnapping. Such category of victims lamented bitterly on their rejection and 

discrimination by the immediate community.178  

 

Implications for the region’s longer-term security 

This multifaceted conflict has a long term effect on the security system of the 

state and its immediate neigbours. It is difficult to wipe away the psychological 

trauma on the victims. Some of the victims feel they cannot forget and forgive 

the culprits and perpetrators, while some believe that they can only forget but 

cannot forgive. By implication, whenever opportunity presents itself they will 

go on vengeance, since the perpetrators are enemies from within. Rural 

banditry could be easily tackled, but kidnapping has really come to stay in the 

state. It involved a lot of shadow actors who benefited materially from it. So 

far there is no serious measure put at the local or state level to arrest the 

preponderance of kidnapping. The strategy and tactic adopted by the killer 

bandits is akin to that of the Boko Haram (BH) insurgents. Records from 

Zamfara in the early phase of banditry show members of BH conducting 

training to the gangs of Buharin Daji, the late bandit leader of Zamfara. Also, 

Okoli has shown the interconnections between cattle rustling and BH 

insurgency in the North-East. According to him, proceeds from cattle rustling 

constitute a source of funds to the BH.179 There are strong connections 

between the Nigerian and Nigerein bandits. Both operated along the border 

and caused great havoc to communities. Places like Bangi, Gidan Runji, Tsolulu, 

Dankano and Chadi all in Niger Republic lamented on the perpetual joint 

attacks by bandits from Nigeria and Niger Republic.180  

The bandits in Zamfara and Sokoto are multi-ethnic; Fulani, Bararo, Hausa and 

Tauregs from Niger, Mali and Libya and beyond. Besides, there was evidence 

of communication between bandit leaders of Nigeria and Niger. Late Buharin 

Daji was connected to late Suleiman Labo.181 Their strategy and tactics of 

 
176 Daily Trust Newspaper Bandit’s Attacks: FG donates relief materials to Sokoto IDPs, Friday, January 25, 2019. 
177  Interview with Rabiu Aliyu Gandi, Community leader in Gandi village, 5th September, 2019. 
178  Hajiya Hafsi Bori Interview in Sabon Birni town 3th of September, 2019. 

179 A. Okoli, Cows, Cash, And Terror: How Cattle Rustling Proceeds Fuel  Boko Haram Insurgency in Nigeria 

Unpublished paper, 2018. 
180 M.A. Rufa’i, Cattle Rustling and Armed Banditry along Nigeria-Niger Borderlands, IOSR Journal of Humanities and 

Social Sciences, Vol. 23 Issue 4April. 2018  pp.66-73. 
181 Interview with Commissioner of Police, Tahour Division.  Tahour, Niger Republic, 25th November, 2017 See also 

M.A. Rufa’i, Cattle Rustling and Armed Banditry along Nigeria-Niger Borderlands… Buhari Daji operated around 

Zamfara, Sokoto, Kastina and Kaduna axis, while Suleiman labo caused great havoc to the states of Tsibiri, Tahnour and 

Maradi in Niger Republic. 
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operations are the same. If not for the drastic security measures taken by both 

countries, the intension of the bandits was to continue to cause mayhem. The 

situation could be more dangerous to the region if all the bandit groups 

including the new Mali based terrorist gang established a united front against 

the region. Moreover, porous border has led to concentration of gun-runners 

along the border areas. Border officials confirmed regular seizure of arms 

along Illela and Kwanni areas.182 There was also movement of Small Arms and 

Light Weapons (SALWs) into the state from Mali, Niger and Libya among other 

countries.183Therefore, it is not an overstatement for one to say that some 

southern parts of Niger Republic is already engulfed by active criminality 

perpetrated by the joint-criminals from both countries.  

 

Emergence of Lakurawa Terrorist Group 

There is the presence of Malian based terrorist group around Tangaza, Gidan 

Madi, Gudu and Balle axis. The group which the locals called Lakurawa draws 

members from Niger, Nigeria and Benin Republic. They have been operating 

around the border settlements of Gwangwano, Mulawa, Wansaniya, and 

Tunigara since 2017.184 Besides intimidating and harassing the locals, they also 

claim to implement Islamic Legal system (Shariah). Members of the group were 

seen carrying heavy arms and forcing people to pay Zakkat (Islamic taxes).185 

They also conduct preaching at various centers where the natives were forced 

to listen under their watch with their SALWs.186 Some youth in the area have 

already join the gang for little stipend, who are currently undergoing training 

in the forest. There style of operation is akin to that of BH, but the locals stated 

that they owned weapons, vehicles, motorcycles and other logistics. They 

were not bandits according to the locals, as most of them were seen even 

harassing bandits and kidnappers. The only thing they share with the bandits is 

the ownership of large number of motorcycles.187 Membership strength of the 

gang is not known, but informants put it at 500 as at 2018.188 At present, they 

have an estimated membership of over 1000. The increase in membership 

could be associated with their intermarriage with the border 

 
182 Interview with a customs officer, Illela- Kwonni border areas, 3rd September, 2019 
183 Interview with former  DPO, Sabon Birni LGA, Sokoto State. He confirmed some arrest of some prominent gun-

runners in the Local Government Area who after interrogation transferred to the State Police Headquarters in Sokoto. 
184  Interview with Bello Umaru Tangaza, 12th September, 2019. Some of the areas where these people are found include, 

Sadiyo, Bajaga, Jimajini, Tagimba amongst others. 
185  They move to the extent of counting people’s livestock determining the amount to be paid as tax. Those that refused 

to pay were forced to do that.  
186 Interview with the District Head of Gidan Madi Alh. Shehu Ausa, 12th September, 2019. His district is one of the 

affected areas. 
187  Interview with Musa Abubakar Tangaza, 52 years,12th September, 2019 
188 Interview with the District Head of Gidan Madi Alh. Shehu Ausa…. 
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communities.189The rate at which the local people accepted their ideology is 

frightening. Abject poverty in the area created an opportunity for the 

miscreant to gain large number of followers which the local people called Yan- 

Lakurawa. Their activities were initially checkmated and repelled by the 

Nigerian Army personnel in charge of border patrol stationed at Gwangwano 

village in 2018. After the army has left, in 2018, the group continued its activities 

until recently when they came back after the murder of the District Head of 

Balle in May, 2019. This could pose a serious threat to the regional peace and 

security.190 Most people in the area are apprehensive over the motive of this 

group, at the moment they are peaceful. The fear is in an event they establish 

a link with BH or the bandits the entire zone will be ungovernable. The threat 

by the gang would have devastating consequences on Nigeria, Niger, Benin 

Republic and even beyond. This is so because according to the informants the 

group draws membership from these countries.191 

 

Responses, Recommendation and Conclusion  

The Federal Government intervened by lunching Operation Sharan Daji (Bush 

Clearance) on 13th March, 2016, aimed at getting rid of kidnapping, cattle 

rustling and banditry in the North-West geo-political zone. Also, in July, 2016, 

President Muhammadu Buhari lunched Operation Harbin Kunama (OHK) in the 

deadly Dansadau forest of Zamfara. These operations were jointly conducted 

by the Nigerian Army, the Nigerian Airforce, the Nigerian Police, the Nigerian 

Immigration Service, the Department of State Services (DSS)/ State Security 

Services (SSS) amongst others. The response has been relatively positive, 

because the level and gravity of attacks have reduced tremendously. 

Moreover, the General Officer Commanding (GOC) 1 Division Nigeria Army, 

Kaduna, Major General Adeniyi Oyebade and GOC 1 Brigade, Sokoto, Brigadier 

General G.K. Nwosu in collaboration with the Zamfara State Government 

organized a peace deal with the bandits on 18th of December, 2016. It recorded 

certain level of success in spite of the numerous challenges.  

Furthermore, Sokoto, Kastina and Zamfara states have shown commitments in 

this direction. In August, 2019, North-West Security meeting was held in 

Katsina. All the state governors and the Inspector General of Police were in 

attendance. The outcome was proscribing of the local vigilante group. Similar 

meeting took place in Maradi, Niger Republic by the North-Western Governors 

 
189  Interview with Bello Umaru Tangaza, 12th September, 2019. 
190 The group occupies a large forest that spans hundreds of kilometers along Nigeria-Niger borders. It is from here that 

they use to conduct their training and the local people often see them on market days.  
191 Interview with Bello Umaru Tangaza, 55 years, 12th September, 2019. 
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on 8th September, 2019. The aim was to curb cross-border banditry and related 

criminalities in the zone. The Sokoto state government has no adequate 

statistics on the level of damages and liquidations caused by this incessant 

conflict. Therefore, no proper solution to the threat would be achieved without 

these necessary details. The first step is to conduct impact assessment of the 

conflict. Then, study the nature and composition of the criminals and their 

operational base. At the same time, block all sources of funding and logistic 

support.  

Community leaders should assist security agents with vital information 

concerning the activities of the bandits as well as relevant tips on the spy 

agents. No meaningful success will be achieved without getting rid of these 

agents. Abject poverty is the main reason behind the conflict and no peace deal 

will be sustained without poverty reduction. Also, the proscription of the 

vigilante group is a very good imitative that needs to be sustained. The 

governments should sit-down with the aggrieved parties to the conflict 

(farmers and herders) and compensate them reasonably. In fact, no 

meaningful peace will be achieved with this one-sided approach of the state 

government. There are a lot of bandit groups that never subscribe to the 

government peace initiatives. Also, there is the need to find a means of 

identifying the criminal gangs as well as creating a genuine peace deal.  

The process of disarmament should be more comprehensive and the bandits 
should be convinced to surrender all their SALWs. It is only through this that 
peace could be sustained in the state. Thus, many victims have lost their 
beloved ones and valuable properties, they need government support. Border 
security needs to be strengthened to reduce porosity and movement of 
SALWs. In conclusion, Sokoto State is a of victim circumstance. Its border 
relations with Zamfara have significant impact on the spate of violent conflict 
in the state. Such crises first started along the borders and later radiated to 
other parts of the state. The common security threat at the moment is 
kidnapping. There is large-scale kidnapping taking place in the rural areas that 
is either under reported or not reported at all by the local or international 
media. One needs to go to the grass root and appreciate the level of social 
penury caused by banditry, cattle rustling and kidnapping in the state. The 
state government and international agencies need to do something urgent 
about this form of rural criminality. In this direction, the Executive Governor of 
Zamfara State in a press statement called on the United Nations to design a 
comprehensive programme for the IDPs. According to him there were over 
30,000 IDPs mostly women and children in the state. This has led to large scale 
movements of people across the border as refugees in Niger Republic. Such 
incessant violent conflict has impacted negatively on the rural economy, 
particularly agricultural and livestock production.    


