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Abstract 

The study investigated the Influence of Economic Recession 

on Pupils’ Enrolment in to Nomadic Primary Schools, in 

Ardo-kola Local Government Area of Taraba State. Two 

objectives, two research questions and two hypotheses were 

formulated to guide the study. Descriptive survey research, 

design was used for the study and the total population was 

the total population of nomadic primary school teachers 

was used, there by drawing the required sample, who served 

as study respondents. Self developed questionnaire was 

used to elicit responses of respondents, titled Economic 

Recession and Pupils’ Enrolment Questionnaire (ERPEQ). 

Data collected was analyzed using (x2) chi-square and t. 

Test statistics and the results showed that significant 

influence was found of Economic recession on pupils’ 

enrolment into nomadic primary schools and there is 

significant difference between male and female pupils’ 

enrolment in to nomadic primary schools. The study 

concludes that economic recession has positive influence on 

pupils’ enrolment in to nomadic primary schools of Ardo-

kola Local Government Area of Taraba State. The study 

recommends that Federal State and Local Governments 

should diversity their economy in order to properly support 
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education of their citizens, even during the fall in price of 

crude oil at international market. 

 

 

Introduction 

Nigeria and other countries of the world are in critical economic downturn, which has 

affected a lot of their economic, political and social activities that are geared towards 

fostering economic and technological development. Various things occurred 

negatively as result of economic recession ranging from reduction of budgetary 

allocation to Government Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAS), Non 

payment of salaries to public servants of the states and local governments, 

retrenchment of staff in both public and private sectors as well as withdrawal of 

subsidy in the oil and gas, health and education sectors respectively.  

Clement and Imoagwu (2019), Found that recession has negative impact on economic 

growth in Nigeria, and the lives of Nigerians. Clement and Imoagwu opined that a 

recession is a negative economic growth for two consecutive quarters. Merriam-

Webster Dictionary (2008), sees recession as a business cycle contraction which 

results in a general slowdown in economic activity.  

National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) Defines recession as a significant 

decline in and economic activity spread across the macro economy, lasting more than 

a few months, normally visible in real GDP, real income, employment, and industrial 

production and wholesale- retail sales. Kamar (2012), affirms that recession might be 

triggered by financial crisis and or credit crunch as well as demand and supply side 

shocks. The researcher further affirmed that, recession if not controlled, can have a 

devastating effect on the economy as must macro economics indicators remain 

negative for a long time, usually more than two years. 

One the other hand, Education is the best legacy a country can give to her citizens 

(Igbuzor, 2006). The researcher stresses that the importance of education has been 

attached to human right that should be accorded to all human beings solely by reason 

of being human. Obani (2006). Stresses that education improves the development of 

any society and the youths who occupy significant positions in that country should be 

properly educated in order to improve the society. Therefore, schools at all levels are 

expected to educate future leaders and develop the high level technical capacities as 

needed for economic growth and development. (Osokoya, 2008). Federal Republic of 

Nigeria (FRN) (2008), revealed that education is compulsory for every Nigeria child, 
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and it should be taken to the environment of the learner. It has also revealed that 

education as an instrument par excellence for effecting national development.  

Nomadic education is an intervention brought by the government to educate children 

of the nomads, whose parents by the virtue of their economic activities do not live in 

one environment. Nomads make peripatetic movement from one place to another in 

search of greener pasture for their livestock. Olokede (2007). Sees nomadic education 

as a planned programme introduced by the federal government to ensure education for 

all. It is designed to acclimatize the beneficiaries into effective participation, in the 

national development. The constant movement of the nomads in search of Greenland 

for their cattle has made it difficult to integrate their children in to conventional 

schools. 

According to Lar (2007), the aims and objectives of nomadic education are to expose 

the nomadic child to formal education to inculcate the spirit of humanity and make 

him realize himself as a member of the Nigerian society. Also to enable the nomadic 

child take part in the development of his immediate environment and the country in 

general. To also make a nomadic child able to improve his living conditions thus 

eliminating the hardships and constraints in his life. 

National Population Census (2006), revealed that the population of nomads in Nigeria 

is over nine million, which is far more than the population of some countries. They 

represent a subs substantial part of nation’s population that cannot and should not be 

wished away. They make a substantial contribution to economic development of the 

nation. Fabunmi (2005), notes that nomadic education policy is not given full 

implementation in Nigeria. Pupils’ enrolment in nomadic schools has been low and 

dropout rate high. National commission for nomadic Education (NCNE, 2000). With 

only 26,452 pupils completing primary education out of the total number of 203,844. 

Tahir (2005), revealed that official statistics shows that literacy rate among nomads in 

Nigeria  ranges between 0.2 and 2%, this does not justify the huge investment by 

government and other donor agencies in education. Therefore, the study aimed at 

investigating the influence of economic recession on pupils’ enrolment in nomadic 

primary schools in Ardo-Kola Local Government Area of Taraba State, Nigeria. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

Nomadic education is an intervention brought by the Nigerian government to bridge 

the existing job between children of the nomads and other children of the nomads and 

other children from stable homes, this gigantic effort of the federal, state and local 

governments if fully implemented and sustained would have achieved the target goals 

of the programme. Available records from relevant authorities revealed that nomadic 

education programme is not given full implementation in Nigeria (Fabunmi, 2005). 

Also, pupils’ enrolment in nomadic schools has been low and dropout rate high 
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(National Commission for Nomadic Education, 2000). Tahir (2005), revealed that only 

26,452 pupils completing primary education out of the total number of 203,844. The 

researcher further affirmed that the literature rate among nomads in Nigeria ranges 

between 0.2-2% which does not go in line with the target goals of the programme 

which constitutes the problem of the study. This problem as observed is more alarming 

in the rural states of the federation in which Taraba State inclusive, where teachers in 

both nomadic and conventional schools are not regularly paid, the pay is worst and 

delayed, absence or withdrawal of teachers and pupils incentives to have more passion 

for teaching and learning which could reduce the enrolment rate of pupils and weaken 

the attitude of the nomads towards western education in general which also constitutes 

the problem of the study.  

 

Objectives of the Study 

1. To find out the influence of economic recession on pupils enrolment in 

nomadic primary schools in Ardo-kola Local Government Area of Taraba 

State.     

2. To find out gender difference in the enrolment of pupils in nomadic primary 

schools in Ardo-kola Local Government Area of Taraba State. 

Research Questions 

1.  What is the influence of economic recession on pupils’ enrolment in nomadic 

primary schools in Ardo-kola Local Government Area of Taraba State?  

2. What is the difference between male and female in the enrolment of pupils in 

nomadic primary schools of Ardo-kola Local Government Area of Taraba 

State?   

 

Research Hypotheses 

1. There is no significant influence of Economic recession on pupils’ enrolment 

in nomadic primary schools. 

2. There is no significant difference between male and female pupils enrolment 

in nomadic primary schools.     

 

Methodology  

Research Design: The research design used for the study is descriptive survey design, 

which sought to collect data from a large population using representative sample of 

the population by describing what is obtainable from the field and the findings are 

generalizable to the entire population. 

Population of the study: the population of the study comprised of seven (7) nomadic 

primary schools and eighty six (86) teachers and Seven Head teachers in Ardo-kola 

LGA Taraba State (Universal Basic Education Board, 2019). Therefore teachers and 

Head teachers are what to be considered for the study. 
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Sample and sampling techniques: - The study made use of four (4) selected schools 

in the area, using simple random sampling technique. Hat and draw approach of simple 

random sampling was used using different pieces of paper, with an indication of 

alphabets A and B, based on the required number need.  

Then the researcher selected schools at random based on their names attached with the 

alphabet A. those schools that contained alphabet A, were selected for the study. Also, 

proportionate sampling technique was also used for the study, to select the study 

respondents. Fourty (40) respondents were selected in all the four schools, using the 

said number. This means the higher the population of teachers in a school, the higher 

the sample and vice versa. Therefore, the total of fourty (40) respondents was chosen 

for the study. The number was found or determined using Krejcie and Morgan (1970) 

table for determining sample size which justified the said sample.  

Instrumentation: - Economic recession and pupils Enrolment questionnaire 

(ERPEQ) was used to elicit responses from the respondents. Section A contains the 

Bio-data of the respondents, while section B, deals with Economic recession and 

Pupils enrolment and section C, covers enrolment and Gender of the pupils. The 

instrument was a twenty (20) item questionnaire, with four points scale. Strongly 

Agree, Agree, Disagree and strongly disagree respectively. The instrument was 

validated by three lecturers in Faculty of Education, Taraba State University, Jalingo 

to review the instrument. Necessary adjustment was made and the researchers effected 

the corrections that tallied with the validates suggestions. The instrument was pilot 

tested was reliability in order to get the consistory scores of the items. Test – retest 

method of reliability was used using twenty (20) teachers of nomadic schools in the 

same area, but outside the sample schools. The interval period for the conduct of the 

second test was two week and the subjected to statistical analysis using Pearson 

product moment correlations coefficient and 0.85 coefficient values was found, which 

has rendered the instrument reliable for the study. 

Procedure for data collection: - Data collection procedure started when the 

researchers visited the sample schools and informed the head teachers the motive of 

their visit. The head teachers gave the researchers the available records to aid the study. 

Also teachers were informed about the mission of the cooperated with the researchers 

to fill the questionnaires and retrieved immediately. Wait and take approach was used 

for data collection exercise in order to avoid missing instrument. All the fourty (40) 

questionnaires were retrieved for analysis.  Classroom attendance registers were also 

used to compare the enrolment of male and female pupils’ in relation to the instrument 

filled.                                                

 

Presentation of results 

HO1 . There is no significant influence of economic recession on pupils’ enrolment 

Nomadic primary schools. 

Chi-square statistics on the influence of Economic Recession on pupils’ enrolment 
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N                                   X2                                         df                      P. Value 

 40                                 28.477                                     1                       0.001 

Source: Field survey, 2019    

 

Chi-square statistics is significant at 28.477,P= 0.001. Since the P. value is less than 

the alpha level, on the basis of the data the null hypothesis is rejected. Therefore, 

Economic recession has significant positive influence on pupils’ enrolment in 

Nomadic Primary Schools in Ardo-Kola Local Government Area, Taraba State 

 

HO2. There is no significant difference between male and female pupils’ enrolment 

in Nomadic primary schools 

t. Test statistics on the difference between male and female, pupils’ enrolment 

Gender              N               Mean (x)        SD            SE            df             P 

Male                 25             19.9667           2.6658      0.2079     38            0.000  

Female             15             16.0867          1.5168        0.1191                 

 

Source: Field survey, 2019    

 

t. Test statistics is significant at mean for male 19.9667, female mean 16.0867 

P=0.000.  

 On the basis of the data, the null hypothesis is rejected. There is significant difference 

between male and female nomadic pupils enrolment in Nomadic primary schools in 

Ardo-kola LGA. 

 

Discussion of findings 

The finding of the study revealed that there is a significant positive influence of 

economic recession on pupils’ enrolment in Nomadic Primary Schools. The study 

respondents indicated clearly that there is a massive reduction of enrolment of nomadic 

pupils in primary schools as a result of economic reality of recession. Most of the 

parents have lost confidence in the nomadic school system, as teachers do not show 

commitment to work. Teaching and learning facilities are not reality available as they 

used to be. Lack of commitment of teachers had direct affiliation to the non payment 

of staff salaries and allowances which contributes to study finding. The respondents 

also showed that withdrawal of facilities had relationship with economic down turn 

which demoralizes most parents from being serials in the enrolment of their wards in 

schools. The finding contradicts that of National Commission for Nomadic Education 



 

Page 83                                                               JMSE Vol. 20 (7) 2020 ISSN – 2370-9878 

 
 
 

(2000), which revealed that only 26,452 completing primary education out of a total 

number of 203, 844, this shows that enrolment rate is higher than the graduation rate. 

Parents had registered their pupils’ in school, later failed to complete the level of 

education. The study corroborates that of Tahir (2005), which revealed that literacy 

rate among nomads in Nigeria ranges between 0.2 and 210, which shows the law 

enrolment of Nomadic, pupils in schools annually which has contributed to the present 

finding. The study corroborates also that of Abraham (2006), wish revealed that the 

enrolment rate of nomadic pupils in schools is very law to the extent of effecting their 

literacy level as nomad in Nigeria. 

The second finding of the study revealed that there is significant difference between 

male and female pupils in the enrolment in Nomadic primary schools. The sample 

respondents revealed that parent show partial concern on education of male pupils than 

that of their females wish has contributed to the present finding. This findings 

corroborate that of Dramanu (2012)   

The second finding of the study revealed that significant difference exists between 

male and female pupils enrolment in nomadic primary schools. Respondents revealed 

that parents show partial concern on education of male children than of their females 

which has contributed to the study finding. This finding corroborates that of Dramanu 

(2012), which revealed that parents and teachers give high concentration on the 

education of male children than their female counter parts. The researcher further 

affirmed that in most cases, teachers give special tasks in schools to male children, 

there by placing them higher than their female counterparts. are times also, parents 

mostly in Northern Nigeria, prefer  education of Boys over that of Girls, because of 

the traditional believe most parents have  as woman education ends in the kitchen, 

which has contributed to the current finding. Most of the nomadic parents, do not value 

education (western) simply because, they are not educated. It is only motivation and 

constant encouragement make them accept western education, as the motivation 

reduces from the government enrolment of female pupils has to be reduced, as Fulani 

child embraces the habit of milk selling in the town to assist her parent, which has 

become part and parcel of Fulani culture. The parent decide to engage the child for 

such economic struggle than education, which also contributes to the current finding. 

 

Conclusion 

The study concludes that economic recession has positive influence on pupils’ 

enrolment into nomadic primary schools in Ardo-kola LGA. Also, significant 

difference was found between male and female nomadic Pupils’ in their enrolment in 

primary schools of Ardo-kola LGA of Taraba State. Male pupils’ had greater 

enrolment than their female counterparts.  
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Recommendations  

The study recommends that: 

1. Governments (Federal States and Local) should diversity their economy in 

order to curtail over dependence in crude oil for the support of social services, 

in which education is the key in those services without failure. 

2. Non-Government Organisations and established Business Tycoons should 

assist the government in its effort to educate its citizens, because education of 

the citizens can not be shouldered by government alone, if really quality and 

quantity have to be maintained. This enables nomadic parents to realise and 

understand the value of both male and female education for nation building 
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