
 

Page 259                                                               JMSE Vol. 20 (7) 2020 ISSN – 2370-9878 

 
 
 

 

 

Challenges of Prison Entrepreneurship in Nigeria: The 

Nexus between Inadequate Instructional Facilities and 

Prison Inmates Skills Acquisition in Akwa Ibom State. 

 

Ime Robson Nseobot¹ Eyo, Uduak Enobong² 
Department of Business Administration and Management, Akwa Ibom State 

Polytechnic, Ikot Osurua - Ikot Ekpene. 

 

Abstract 

The study examined the relationship between challenges of 

prison entrepreneurship in Nigeria: the nexus between 

inadequate instructional facilities and prison inmates skills 

acquisition in Akwa Ibom State. The population of this study 

was made up of 5629 inmate population in prison facilities 

in Akwa Ibom State. Simple random sampling technique 

was used to select 212 respondents out of the population. 

The instrument used for data collection was questionnaire. 

The instrument was validated by two experts in Test and 

Measurement. Data from 212 completed questionnaires 

was subjected to Pearson Moment Correlation (PPMC) 

analysis. The findings showed there is a proportional 

relationship between inadequate instructional facilities and 

prison inmates skills acquisition in Akwa Ibom State. The 

study however recommended that entrepreneurship 

education has to do more than the conventional teaching 

and learning layout in the classroom. Thus; there is need to 

involve inmates in experiential trainings and workshop to 

enhance learning outcomes. Government through Nigerian 

Prison Service should make provision for adequate 

infrastructure, classroom space, teaching aids, library and 

ICT to create conducive learning environment and All the 

entrepreneurship laboratories and workshops in the prison 

should be equipped with modern equipment and other 

necessary teaching aids or instructional materials.. 
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Introduction 

Entrepreneurial education faces a big problem due to pitiable response to Vocational 

and technical education.  Technical and vocational education is viewed by the society 

as a training for the less privileged or the poor intellectual, hence the poor 

consideration by many. are attracted or repelled to something by their views 

concerning that thing.  

Individuals Attitude towards learning be it general or vocational is proportional to his 

success. Attitude is an individual attribute can be learned, influenced and changed over 

time. Researchers have shown that attitude plays a very vital role in learning and 

teaching processes (Osborne and Collins, 2003; and Anwer, 2012).  

The capacity for one to learn can be improve by influencing his attitude. (Depaolo and 

Mclaren, 2006). Attitude awakens students curiosity, stirs participation in learning 

practice, self-confident, Comprehension ability and consequently achievement in 

acquisition of skills as reported by (Anwer, 2012).  

Agboli and Ukaegbu (2006) highlighted the devastating effect of poor infrastructural 

facilities and social amenities, also poor power supply on emerging businesses. In 

Nigeria,the SMEs cannot afford fundamental gears for technology and communication 

due to poor income wage.  

Most SMEs do not have the chance to develop telecommunication skills as the gadgets 

is a luxury even the training. This has made the integration of needed on-line business 

resources (e.g., e-mail and the world-wide-web) into SMEs in Nigeria most difficult 

(Abeh, 2017).  

A huge amount is spent to run generators to power equipments used for production of 

goods Ololube and Uzorka (2008),. The rural-urban transportation of raw materials 

and goods is very costly,also installation and maintainance of machines and water 

supply. Adekola (2010). unfortunately,the materials used in entrepreneurship 

education is not enough in Nigeria to cater for contemporary development of skill 

acquisition in the society.  

The methods used in Nigeria does not meet the practical entrepreneurial education not 

to mention inadequacy of text books, much has been done for the availability of 

teaching facilities. Inadequate teaching facilities have been a major and distinct role 

in entrepreneurship education, and science educationists cited lots of progress in 

education through laboratory activities.  

The laboratory is a scenery where students can work corporately in groups to explore 

scientific occurrences (Aina 2012). 
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Purpose of the Study 

To examine relationship between inadequate instructional facilities and prison inmates 

skills acquisition in Akwa Ibom State.  

 

Research Question 

What is the relationship between inadequate instructional facilities and prison inmates 

skills acquisition in Akwa Ibom State?  

 

Hypothesis  

There is no significant relationship between inadequate instructional facilities and 

prison inmates skills acquisition in Akwa Ibom State.  

 

METHOD 

Research Design 

 This study accessed d benefits of vocational training in relation to how it can help 

inmates to be reabsorbed and accepted by the society. It also describes the benefits of 

this training to the individual, the economy, poverty alleviation and to curb crime 

Akwa ibom state. This research collects data and describes it in a systematic manner.  

Data is collected as is, analysed and reported without manipulation or distortion of any 

of the variables. Ololube (2009) described the approach as research intended to collect 

systematic descriptions of existing occurrences in order to follow and explain what is 

going on. The descriptive survey method is borne out of the fact this method looks into 

people and their attributes which will help the researcher to understand and explain 

the way in which vocational programmes can be effectively implemented. To achieve 

this, the researcher has used a survey questionnaire, observation schedule and 

document analysis.  

 

Population 

The population of this study was made up of the entire inmate population in prison 

facilities in Akwa Ibom State that are involved in the prisons entrepreneurship 

programmes. This population is put at 5629 according to records of the Nigerian 

Prisons Service, Akwa Ibom State.  

 

Sample and Sampling Technique 

The sample for the study consisted of two hundred and thirty-five (212) respondents, 

(12 Vocational instructors and 200 prison inmates) across the four prisons in Akwa 

Ibom State. A stratified random sampling technique was used to select the respondents 

from the population. The study adopted the convenient sampling technique.  
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This sampling technique was adopted due to the regimented nature of the prisons 

service. 

 

Instrumentation 

The instruments for the study was a fifteen (15) item survey questionnaire title 

“challenges of prison entrepreneurship questionnaire” (CPEQ) was used to elicit 

information from the respondents.  

 

Validity 

After developing the instrument, its face and content validity were established by 

subjecting it to a critical assessment by the research expert and two other experts in 

educational measurement and evaluation from the Faculty of Education at the 

University of Calabar, Calabar. They assisted to confirm that the contents of the 

instrument were in accordance to the purpose of the study, research question and 

hypothesis, i.e. able to consistently extract the same information from the respondents, 

the researcher adopted the test re-test technique.  

Twenty-five (25) copies of the questionnaire were administered to twenty-five (25) 

respondents, (5 vocational instructor and 20 prison inmates) not participating in the 

study. The instrument was re-administered to the same respondents within an 

intermission of two weeks. The responses (results) of the first and second instrument 

were collated and subjected to a reliability test using the Alpha Cronbach. The result 

obtained yielded a reliability index of 0.75, indicating high reliability of the research 

instrument. 

 

Administration of the Instruments 

The researcher carried out the exercise personally, with the help of a well-informed 

research personnel to ensure a one hundred (100) per cent return of completed 

questionnaires. The researcher administered the questionnaire and collected them after 

an interval of six days.  

 

Method of Data Analysis 

When preparing data for analysis, the researcher developed keys for presenting the 

information contained in the research. Expressive statistics was used to analyzed the 

data collected and to obtain the mean assessment for each scale item. Responses to the 

Section B questionnaire items were weighted across a four point Likert-type scale of 

Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D), and Strongly Disagree (SD). The 

research hypothesis for this study was tested using PPMC statistics to establish the 

significant relationship between the variables in the study.  

 

Results  

Results and Discussions  

Answering Research Question  
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Research Question I: What is the relationship between inadequate instructional 

facilities and prison inmates skills acquisition in Akwa Ibom State?  

 

Table I: Descriptive analysis of the relationship between inadequate instructional 

facilities and prison inmates skills acquisition in Akwa Ibom State 

Variable  N Arithmetic 

mean  

Expected 

mean 

R Remarks 

inadequate 

instructional 

facilities 

 29.17  12.50   

 212   0.92* *strong to 

perfect  

Relationship   

prison inmates 

skills acquisition 

 15.53 5.00   

Source: Field Survey, (2019)  

 

Table I presents the result of the descriptive analysis of the relationship between 

inadequate instructional facilities and prison inmates skills acquisition in Akwa Ibom 

State. The two variables were observed to have strong perfect relationship at 96%. The 

arithmetic mean for inadequate instructional materials (29.17) was also observed to be 

higher than the expected mean score of 12.50. In addition to that the arithmetic mean 

for prison inmates skills acquisition (15.53) was observed to be higher than the 

expected mean score of 5.00. The result therefore means that there is perfection 

relationship between inadequate instructional facilities and prison inmates skills 

acquisition in Akwa Ibom State.  

 

Hypotheses Testing  

Hypothesis II: There is no significant relationship between inadequate instructional 

facilities and prison inmates skills acquisition in Akwa Ibom State. In order to test the 

hypothesis, two variables were identified as independents and dependent variables.  

 

Table II: PPMC analysis of the relationship between inadequate instructional 

facilities and prison inmates skills acquisition in Akwa Ibom State 

Variable ∑x  

∑y 

∑x2 

∑y2 

∑xy R 

Inadequate instruction 

materials  

3309 

 

52145 

 

98968 

 

0.92* 
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Prison inmate skills 

acquisition 

6295 

 

188761 

 

  

*Significant at 0.05 level; df =210; N =212; critical r—value = 0.086 

 

Table II presents the obtained r-value as (0.92). This value was tested for significance 

by comparing it with the critical r-value (0.086) at 0.05 levels with 210 degree of 

freedom. The obtained r-value (0.92) was greater than the critical r-value (0.086). 

Hence, the result was significant. The result therefore means that there is significant 

relationship between inadequate instructional facilities and prison inmates skills 

acquisition in AkwaIbom State 

 

Conclusion and Recommendations  

Based on the data analysis and findings of the study, the study concluded that there is 

a proportional relationship between inadequate instructional facilities and prison 

inmates skills acquisition in Akwa Ibom State. The study however recommended that 

entrepreneurship education has to do more than the conventional teaching and learning 

layout in the classroom. Thus; there is need to involve inmates in experiential trainings 

and workshop to enhance learning outcomes. Government through Nigerian Prison 

Service should make provision for adequate infrastructure, classroom space, teaching 

aids, library and ICT to create conducive learning environment and All the 

entrepreneurship laboratories and workshops in the prison should be equipped with 

modern equipment and other necessary teaching aids or instructional materials. The 

provision of these materials/equipment will help both the instructors and the learners 

in their teaching and learning process.  
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