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Abstract 

The research work  focus on the evolution of 

insurgency and terrorist activities of the Boko 

Haram insurgency in North Easestern Nigeria, the 

study highlights the menace of insurgency on 

politics, economy and socio-cultural settings. The 

data gathering process was adopted and derived 

mainly from primary source. Questinnaire, 

interview and focus group discssion were 

conducted and the data collected was analysed 

using both descriptive vand inferential statistics. 

Findings of the study clearly revealed that 

radicalisation and recruitment of Insurgents in the 

northeastern part of nigeria is mainly influenceed 

from within the country even thouhg there are 

others who believed it has foreign influence. 

Findings also shows a significant relationship 

between government efforts towards curbing the 

menise of the insurgency and excalation of 

insurgents’ activities in the region. It can therefore 

be concluded that if government double it efforts, 

insurgency can be curtail and peace would return 

to the region. Based on the findings of the study the 

following we recommend that governments at both 
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state and federal levels should intensify effort to 

bring insurgency to end by scalling up their efforts. 

Government should also come up with policy 

toward the attitudinal change among people living 

the region in order to reduce their chances of being 

radicalised. This research however, attempt with 

utmost neutrality to bridge gap and come up with 

policy options and open future research on curbing 

terrorist and insurgent recruitment and 

radicalization process. 

 

 

Introduction  

Background 

Until the advent of the British colonial rule in what is now known as the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria, there existed at various times sovereign states known as 

emirates, kingdoms and empires made up of ethnic groups in Nigeria. Each was 

independent of the other with its mode of government indigenous to it. At one 

time or another, these sovereign states were fighting with each other or making 

alliances on equal terms. This position existed throughout the land, until the 

British rule in 1861 when king Dosumu of Lagos and his chiefs ceded the port 

and the island of Lagos to the British crown. 

The Royal Niger Company which was granted a charter by the British monarch 

not only to trade but to administer the area from the middle belt to the present 

day Northern Nigeria. In all these, it was the British colonial rule that provided 

the central authority that bound together all the erstwhile separate states, 

empires, emirates and kingdoms that were dotted all over the land. The long 

outstanding Kenam Borno Empire which has an established dynasty of rulership 

and has imported Islamic religion long before the Muslim Jihad of the caliphates 

system. The Jihad did not extend to Maiduguri Borno state. That is why today 

the caliphate headquarters is in Sokoto State not in Borno with the sultan as the 

head of Islamic religion against the background that Islam started in Borno 

Empire the center of Islamic religion in Nigeria. Agbefe (2001) so, from the 
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foregoing, it is noteworthy that modern Muslims were striving to dismantle the 

old Islamic practices with religious uprising everywhere such as Mataisine at 

Dan-awaki, Bulunkutu and Dubelle  in Kano, Maiduguri and Yola respectively.  

Recently, the terrorists group Boko Haram emerged in Maiduguri the Borno 

state capital. The sect claims to bring a more satisfied religious practice which 

will be humane and God-fearing in the running of government affairs.  

The instability in the country especially in the North – East as a result of Boko 

Haram sect menace has detracted the government from doing those things that 

will benefit the country. Anifowose, (1982) posit from the foregoing, wherever 

there is violent and conflict there is threat to peace everywhere, we cannot allow 

these to prevail. As Coser (1956) states that, “A struggle over valves and claims 

to scarce statues, power and resources in which the aims of the opponents are 

to neutralize, injure, or eliminate the rivals” 

The frequent manifestation of insurgents and terrorist in Nigeria has the issue 

of ethnicity to the force of the country, political discourse and social 

togetherness of communities. The situation has become extremely worrisome 

since the outbreak of insurgency and terrorism in the north east. According to 

Elaigwu (2005), about one hundred incidents of violence have occurred 

throughout the country between terrorism in 2009 and 2015, which several 

thousands of people dead. There have been incidents in virtually all 

communities with particular concentrations in the Chibok, Gwoza, Michika, 

Mubi, Hong and Gombi communities. Conversely, act of terrorism hardly 

breakup societies, it functions to educate people on how different actors and 

social units should play their roles so as to reconcile conflicting interests and 

restore society to at least some degree of order which promotes its peaceful co-

existence (Imobighe, 2003). 

 

Statement of the Problem 

Since the emergence of Islamic extremist Maitasine insurgents in Kano, 

Bulukutu in Maiduguri and Doubeli in Yola and other parts of the country, the 

emergence of Boko Haram, Al – qaeda Sect in Nigeria based in the North – East 

of Nigeria terrorism culminated into threat to national security, life and 

property. The study examines critically and analytically causes of insurgency in 

the country. What made Nigeria to be the breeding ground for insurgents and 
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terrorists organizations. The study will examine the implication of insurgency 

in Nigeria that made it to become injurious and an impediment of social justice 

and a cog in the democratic experiment Otite and Albert (2004). 

The divisive interplay of politics, ethnicity and religion in Nigeria has led to the 

rise in ethnic nationalism and militancy of various ethnic movements, seeking 

self-determination local autonomy, separate identity and true federalism. The 

existence of artificial and arbitrary boundaries that split ethnic groups among 

different Local Government Areas (LGAs) and state has resulted in boundary 

disputes and demands for reunification or separation. Accusations and 

allegations of neglect, oppression, domination, exploitation, victimization, 

discrimination, marginalization, nepotism and bigotry are common. It is 

difficult to know who is marginalizing who in Nigeria because all ethnic groups, 

from the big Hausas, Yorubas and Igbos to the small Ogonis, Itsekins, Igalas, 

Berom, Gabun and other minority tribes are complaining of marginalization.  

However, most of the communal conflicts in the minority areas in the South and 

Middle Belt are caused partly by land, boundary, and chieftaincy tusslesand 

oppression; frustration/aggression-displacement; divide-and-rule policies and 

diversionary scapegoat techniques. The inequalities in the distribution of power, 

wealth and social status, domination and oppression by elite and government 

machinery and their collaborators within the smaller groups have frustrated the 

minority tribes thereby creating an induce fighting among themselves rather 

than unite to face the real oppressors. 

Since the advent of civil administration in 1999, government and governance 

has been battling with insurgency and terrorism and there is no concrete policy 

in place to safeguard future occurrences. This has culminated in severe threat to 

national stability, thereby undermining the democratic process in the country. 

The terrorists activities in North East is anchored on the control of merger 

resources accruable to the states, this has increased the feeling of animosity and 

violence among the people. 

The insurgents has paralyzed and hampered socio-political and economic 

development in the north east, hence impeding growth and development in the 

area. In the light of the above, the study will also examine critically and 

analytically the causes and implication of terrorists activities in the area which 

made it to become injurious (an impediment to civility) and have contributed to 



 

Page 450  JHSS Vol. 20 (6) 2020 ISSN – 2278-8881 

 
 
 
  

the recurring insurgency and terrorism which the north has witnessed over the 

years.  

And policy optical most literature on insurgency terrorism and Boko Haram on 

the Al-gaeda sect, was written with emotion and vindictiveness as if there will 

be no solution to it in their analysis. Anifowose, (2006) pain a situation on the 

northern elite as their can not be challenged. For many decades, however the 

study of violence was given relatively scanty treatment in social science 

literature.  

Recently, however, many political theorists have come to recognize violence 

and the threat of violence as a menace at national and international forum. That 

is to say, there is new an increasing awareness among contemporary political 

scientists that violence and other forms of conflicts, ranging from civil strife, 

insurgency and terrorism are always associated with the exercise of power at all 

levels of political and religious interaction summing up thus, violence was used 

as a techniques of opposition and as means of dramatizing grievances. No 

literature was written on how these organized threats terrorism and insurgency 

were recruited and radicalized. This research however, will attempt with utmost 

neutrality to bridge this gap and come up with policy options and open future 

research on curbing terrorist and insurgent recruitment and radicalization 

process. 

This study is aimed at analysing the emergence of insurgents in norteasten 

nigeria with a view to identify the recruitment and radicalisation process. The 

study also examine the impact of govenment efforts at both federal and state 

levels on excalation of insurgency in the region. 

 

Assumption of the Study 

This research is guide by the following assumption: 

a. The end of the Cold War triggered the remote and immediate causes of 

non state actors, who pursue their personal and group interest using 

violence. 

b. The Al-Qaeda, movement and the end of the Cold War, has created 

opportunity for terrorism. 

c. The policy frame work for containing insurgency and terrorism is not in 

place. 
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d. The modus operandi of the insurgents and terrorist can be curtail if 

proper policy is formulated. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

This chapter is basically concerned with the conceptual review of related 

literature, which includes the current knowledge including substantive findings, 

as well as theoretical and methodological contributions. Thus, the reviews of 

related literature of this research work will be inline of the of the 

conceptualization of insurgency, terrorist and radicalization. Literature review 

are secondary sources which often associated with academic oriented literature, 

such views are found in academic journals, seminars and etc. 

Recruitment and Radicalization of Terrorist 

Terrorist are individual or groups who perform the act of terrorism, the act that 

can be considered as terrorism by terrorist may not be considered so by some 

people who might have, feel that it is an act to gain freedom. Therefore there is 

no definite definition of terrorism. People view it differently depending on the 

perception and circumstances of the situation. There is therefore no single or 

universally accepted definition of terrorism. The popular adage which say that 

“one’s poison is another man’s food” could equally be applied to the concept of 

terrorism “one man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter” Malcolm 

(2016) sees terrorism as a form of asymmetric warfare in which the act of terror 

is used as a weapon directed toward the achievement of a broader goals such as; 

political, economic, religious and self esteem. Asymmetric warfare is an 

unconventional fight among equal forces. Terrorist are such organization as 

Hezbollah, the Lebanese Terrorist group, the Hamas, Islamic Jihad and Boko 

Haram cell in Nigeria 

the recruitment of insurgent and terrorist has to do with ideological 

psychological indoctrination of the insurgents and the patriotism of the 

terrorists. They look out for idle hands, frustrated individuals, people living in 

slums and the Almajiris since the recruitment is religious include. The youths 

are hold captives deny them formal education in order to continue to dominate 

their minds. According to us first lady, Michelle Obama, education is still the 

key to real and lasting freedom. Darlington Abdullahi, (2015:26). The insurgent 

use monetary incentives to recruit their followers. They brain wash them that 
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they are being cheated by infidels and that the people do not deserve to live. 

They keep them away from their families, friends and close associates and keep 

them in exclusive environments. They deny them threat to their should they toy 

to escape. Youths and able bodied men and women, were forced to remain with 

them under duress. 

Ideological and nationalist terrorist end up leaving their country to another 

country as Mohammed Marwa did, all the way from northern Cameroon to 

northern Nigeria to proclaimed that he is a prophet and form the Maitatsine sect. 

they Isolate the recruits and keep them indoors or underground. This provides 

ample opportunity to indoctrinate them to the level of giving up their lives if 

need be to further the cause of the group. The group assures them of place in 

paradise if they die. The low level of education, if any at all, of the youths are 

among factors that makes them easy recruits and quick to radicalized them by 

the insurgents. Many youths were recruited and radicalized against their wish. 

Some are even forced to kill their friends and undertake suicide bombing. They 

present them with Islamic agenda, anti west, focusing on propagating Islamic 

agenda. The late Boko Haram leader, Mohammed Yusuf was discouraging 

western education and in his indoctrination process of the youths, men and 

women in the north east to get followers in 2009. Abubakar Shekau embarked 

on propagating Islam as well discourage western education and directed his 

attacks against, Christian and government security agencies. (Ibid, 2015)   

 

The Theoretical Background  

This theoretical frame work traces the evolution of insurgency and terrorism. It 

discusses the recent upsurge of insurgency and terrorist activities after the 

demise of the cold war era. Frustration/aggression theory and the innate 

behavior theory was discussed alongside social identify theory and social 

learning theory to actually drive home the tendencies that pre-deposes man to 

act so barbaric and animalistic in nature. The concept of insurgent and terror 

groups in this study will be analyzed. The end of the cold war saw dramatic 

worldwide, spread of terrorism with Boko Haram cell in Nigeria.  

The theoretical framework of bloody concepts as reflected in the general 

literature requires investigation into its dynamic components. The study will 

explore the themes and school of thought of conflict theory. This will be done 



 

Page 453  JHSS Vol. 20 (6) 2020 ISSN – 2278-8881 

 
 
 
  

to define the scope and variety of conflict so that insurgency and terrorism in 

Nigeria can be put into the right perspective. A review of conflict theory will 

reveal a number of observations. The conflict structure comprises; first, conflict 

situation, second, conflict behavior, third, conflict attitudes and perceptions in 

terms of their complex and multi-dimensional inter-relationship. (Imobighe at 

el, 2002). Among the literature most relevant to political scientists on conflict, 

there are several dichotomies that divide the search for dominant paradigm. 

The dichotomy to be addressed concerns the nature of conflict. Dougherty and 

Pfactzgraffy (1980) outline the problem, “social scientists are divided on the 

question whether conflict should be regard as something rational, constructive 

and socially functional or something irrational, pathological and socially 

dysfunctional” this has important consequences, particularly for conflict of any 

variant. Additionally, there are also significant differences among the 

theoretical approaches. Notably, there are two contending approaches; the 

classical and the behaviorists. Sanubi, (1999) the classical approach focuses on 

the macro level of analysis. It is primarily concern with analyzing the interaction 

of a group. These groups can be divided along many cleavages; national, ethnic 

and ideological, just to name a few. The classical theoretician is concerned with 

the interaction of group at conscious level. 

The following theory forms the frame work of this study. 

 

Conflict Theories 

The theoretical framework of bloody concepts as reflected in the general 

literature requires investigation into its dynamic components. The study will 

explore the themes and school of thought of conflict theory. This will be done 

to define the scope and variety of conflict so that insurgency and terrorism in 

Nigeria can be put into the right perspective. A review of conflict theory will 

reveal a number of observations. The conflict structure comprises; first, conflict 

situation, second, conflict behavior, third, conflict attitudes and perceptions in 

terms of their complex and multi-dimensional inter-relationship (Imobighe at 

el, (2002). Among the literature most relevant to political scientists on conflict, 

there are several dichotomies that divide the search for dominant paradigm. 

The dichotomy to be addressed concerns the nature of conflict. Dougherty and 

Pfactzgraffy (1980) outline the problem, “social scientists are divided on the 
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question whether conflict should be regard as something rational, constructive 

and socially functional or something irrational, pathological and socially 

dysfunctional” this has important consequences, particularly for conflict of any 

variant. Additionally, there is also significant differences among the theoretical 

approaches. Notably, there are two contending approaches; the classical and the 

behaviorists Sanubi, (1999) the classical approach focuses on the macro level 

of analysis. It is primarily concern with analyzing the interaction of a group. 

These groups can be divided along many cleavages; national, ethnic, class and 

ideological just to name a few. The classical theoretician is concerned with the 

interaction of a group at conscious level. 

The behaviorist focuses on micro level, the unit of measurement being the 

individual rather than a group. The unconscious is examined by the behaviorist 

in order to understand unstated motivational factors. The behaviorist prefers to 

isolate a few variables and analyze a large number of cases to determine the 

relationship among variables. The classical traditionalist, in contrast will wish 

to examine all the variables which could have a bearing on the outcome of a 

single case. Conflict engenders interaction at a level more intense than that of 

competition. Schelling (1960) notes that, conflicts are inherently 

interdependent; conflict occurs when competing group’s goals, objectives, 

needs or values dash, aggression although not necessary violence, is the result. 

Conflict is an important element of social interaction. Far from being always a 

negative factor that tears apart, conflict may contribute in many ways to the 

maintenance of groups as well as the cementing of inter-personal relations. 

Conflict serves as great opportunities for learning, and growth. The stronger the 

emotion, the tighter the impasses, the larger the opportunity for a personal break 

through. 

 

Identity Theory 

This informs why early psychologist often postulated that there was an innate 

instinctual or biological Mechanism which would predispose humans towards 

conflict and aggression. Like most pioneering theorists assumed, but, the innate 

theory gave way to more sophisticated and scientific hypotheses over time. 

Thus, the evolution of frustration Aggression theory. The basic assumption of 

the frustration –Aggression theory is that all conflicts and aggression whether 

file:///C:/Users/%5b1999:5-8
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inter personal, group or international has its root causes in frustration of one or 

more actors towards goal achievement. This is to say that conflict can be traced 

to the un-fulfillment of person or group objective and that breeds frustration-

Aggression tendencies.  

The theory combined elements of early psychological studies (1856-1939) 

death instinct, for example Darwinian theory regarding the fight for survival. 

Since the demand for basic human needs has always exceeded the supply, all 

human conflict can be traced to an actor’s failure to obtain what it needs. The 

question that this theory raises is, does all frustration lead to automatic conflict 

and can all conflicts be traced to some catalytic frustration? The challenge of 

casual link to aggression and other insights into human behavior has led to 

discrediting of the frustration-Aggression theory. The development of social 

learning and identity theory based on the hypothesis that conflict and aggression 

is not innate or instinctual but actually learned through process of socialization. 

One acquires aggression attributes by learning them at home, in school and by 

interaction with their environment. Interaction in society helps to focus and 

trigger stored aggression onto enemies. This is an important concept particularly 

when the conflict is ethno-national, religious or sectarian in nature. Gurr, 

(1970). This aggression can escalate if not properly cheeked. The theory was 

developed by psychologist Henri Taifel (1995) and it offers insight into the 

conflicts in Nigeria. What is different and important about social identity theory 

is the concept of in-group and out-group analysis in other words, what social 

identity theory has done is to outline a process, which places the individual in 

the group and at the same time places the group in the individual.  

In Nigeria the emotions associated with ethnic and religious identities are 

usually very strong and powerful, which promotes wide family ties, and sense 

of belonging. From the above, the Micro theories have added an important 

dimension to our understanding of conflict. They put complex situation into 

workable models that stands up to empirical analysis Tilly, (1978:174). They 

are useful assets, however, in-depth our empirical analysis may fail because it 

did not take into consideration all variables and attributes of conflict, 

particularly at the conscious level. This is where macro theory comes into play 

in our analysis of the study.  
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The Macro theory focuses on the interaction of groups, especially at the 

conscious level. Early political theorists, from Thucydides and Sun Tsu to 

Machiavelli and Von Clausewitz, have chosen one particular element to 

concentrate on, power. The use and exercise of power is a central concept of 

macro theory of conflict. The theorists agree that power comes in many forms; 

economic, political, Military and even cultural.  

The common assumption of macro theory is that the roots of conflict stem from 

group competition and the pursuit of power and resources, especially in divided 

societies like Nigeria where affiliations are powerful, passionate and pervasive. 

These assumptions operate on conscious motivating factors in a material 

oriented environment to create conflict, terrorism and insurgency. 

Consequently, one of the key objectives of conflict is to seek control of the state 

itself. Groups seek the control of the state in order to ensure that their needs are 

met, usually to the detriment of the opposing groups. While this is undoubtedly 

the core conflict issues in most polarized states like Nigeria. There are also 

contributing factors, which add to the complexity of the situation. As Horotwiz 

(1985) Explains; in severely divided societies, ethnicity finds its way into a 

myriad of issues: developing plans, educational controversies, trade union 

affairs, land policy and business tax policy. Characteristically, issues that would 

elsewhere be relegated to the category of routine administration assume a 

central place on the political agenda of ethnically divided society. In summary, 

ethnic strife is too often superficially discerned as predicable upon language, 

religion and economic inequality. Fundamentally, conflict is the divergence of 

basic identity which manifest itself in the “us – them” syndrome. While the 

theory is useful in explaining acts and event, it does not answer questions about 

subconscious motivation factors-what it requires is a synthesis of both classical 

and behavioral approaches to explain the phenomenon of conflict, terrorism and 

insurgency in Nigeria. 

 

Micro Theories of Conflict 

The behaviorist school believes in the centrality of the stimulus-response 

hypothesis. This school seeks to establish whether human possess either 

biological or psychological characteristic that would predispose them towards 

aggression and conflict. They also seek to explore the relationship between the 
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individual and its existence in its environment. Among the most important 

assumptions of the behaviorist school are the beliefs that the root causes of war, 

violence community conflict and crises lie in human nature and human 

behavior, and that an import relationship exists between intra-personal conflict 

and community conflict that pervades the external social order. 

The wish to extrapolate, by way of inductive reasoning, specific variables 

regarding intra-personal conflict and generalizations regarding interpersonal 

and international conflict. Among the prevalent micro theories that we will 

review are: animal behavior, instinct or innate theories of aggression, 

frustration-aggression theory, social learning theory and social identity theory. 

William, (2014) habitually contends, man engages in a broad range of conflicts. 

This broad range is supplemented by the variety of motivators which compel 

him to do so. Another defining element of conflict is the material aspect. 

William, (2014) Suggest, “Only with the coming of agriculture, and later 

politics, would true warfare become part of the human experience. Then there 

would be something to steal and governments to organize the theft”. Although 

animal behavior studies shed some light on human behavior, it offers only clues 

and not an explanation of the complexity of conflict. It offers a good starting 

point, but the analysis weakens as human behavior becomes more complex than 

animal behavior. 

This informs why early psychologists often postulated that there was an innate 

instinctual or biological mechanism, which would predispose toward conflict 

and aggression. This leads to the formation of the instinct theories of conflict 

and aggression. This theory combined elements of early psychological studies 

(Stark, 2007) ‘death instinct’ for example and social Darwinian theories 

regarding the fight for survival. 

Like most pioneering theories, the innate theories gave way to more 

sophisticated and scientific hypotheses over time. One important development 

of this work was the evolution of the Frustration-Aggression. The theory is 

about conflict and aggression, whether interpersonal or international has its root 

causes in the frustration of one or more actors; goal achievement. That is to say 

that conflict can be traced to the un-fulfillment of personal or group objectives 

and the frustration that this breeds. Since the demand for basic human needs has 

always exceeded the supply, all human conflict can be traced to an actor’s 

failure to obtain what it needs. Collins, (1994) 
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The Frustration-Aggression theory rests on the basic stimulus-response 

hypothesis. The questions that this theory raises are: does all frustration lead 

automatically to conflicts, and can all conflicts be traced to some catalytic 

frustration? These questions, as well as the challenge of insufficiency of casual 

link to aggression, and other insights into human behavior have led to the 

discrediting of the Frustration-Aggression theory and the subsequent 

development of the Social Learning and Social Identity theories. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

The Research design consist of the overall strategy that you chose to integrate 

different components of the study in coherent and the logical way, thereby 

ensuring the effectiveness towards addressing the research problem. In view of 

that, the study adopted a quantitative survey research design. This method 

enable researcher to conduct a qualitative research based on sample and makes 

it possible to generalized the result obtained. The study adopted the use of 

questionnaires interviews and focus group discussion with some elderly people, 

middle age and youths. Questionnaires will be distributed to most affected the 

local government areas in Adamawa, Borno and Yobe states. 

Focus Groups Discussion (FGD); was also employ to carry out this research. 

The researcher interacted with groups of people living in the communities, 

youths and elderly persons who provided useful information on the crisis. 

Personal observation this method will also be adopted.  

The sample size of the study is determining by Taro Yamane formula based on 

the target population of 1,700,000. living in the internally displaced persons 

(IDP) Camps within the three North Eastern States of Adamawa, Borno and 

Yobe. A simple random sampling techniques will be used to administer the 

research instrument to the sample of 399 Thus:  

 

n  =     ___N___ 

1 + Ne2 

Where e = 5% 

N = 1,700,000 

_1,700,000_ 

1 + 1,700,000 (0.05)2 

1,700,00_ 

4,251,000 

399 
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The study adopted the use of questionnaires interviews and focus group 

discussion with some elderly people, middle age and youths. Questionnaires 

will be distributed to most affected the local government areas in Adamawa, 

Borno and Yobe states. 

Focus Groups Discussion (FGD) was also employ to carry out this research. 

The researcher interacted with groups of people living in the communities, 

youths and elderly persons who provided useful information on the crisis. 

Personal observation this method will also be adopted.  

Descriptive as well as inferential stistics was used in analysing the the data 

collected. This is considered useful because it enables us to know the sets of 

data we are most likely interested in knowing the actual percentage of the total 

number of cases that fall into a given class or category. Additionally, respondent 

opinions will also be compared using the simple percentage and the researcher 

will identify the relative differences of the study under investigation.  

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Focus group discussion with the major stakeholders was conducted in the 

selected areas in the three states. The result suggests that recruitment of 

insurgents in the region is more of indigenous than foreign. A vast majority of 

the stakeholders believed that youth were radicalised and recruited into the 

system with the influence of faith, money, women and drugs. However, some 

of the respondents has a minority opinion that radicalization has foreign 

influence. They believed that leaders of these groups has connection with 

foreign terrorist groups such as Al-Qaeda, ISIS, among others who sponsor the 

activities of the insurgents in the region by providing weapons, logistics, 

intelligence and strategy for planning and execution of their mission.  

 

Table 1: Reliability statistics of the instrument 

Cronbach’s Alpha Cronbach’s Alpha Based 

on Standardized items 

No. of Items 

0.868 0.855 27 

Source: SPSS Output, (2020) 

Table 1: contained the reliability statistics of the research instrument. The result 

shows that for all the 27 items contained in the research instrument, the value 
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of the Cronbach’s Alpha Coefficient is 0.868. This confirms the internal 

reliability of the instrument.  

Table 2: Multiple regression results: Government Efforts to Escalation in 

Insurgency 

 

 

 

 

Escalation in Insurgency 

Beta t-value p-value 

Government Efforts 0.351               19.946                  0.000 

R2 0.804 

Adjusted R2 0.750 

F- Ratio 339.544 

Durbin Watson 2.323 

Note: p<0.05  

Source: SPSS Output, (2020) 

 

The multiple regressions of the factors of government efforts with the factors of 

escalation in insurgency registered a highly significant F-ratio. The R-square 

value of 0.804, indicate how escalation in insurgency was explained and 

accounted for by government efforts. The Durbin-Watson values are within the 

acceptable range of 1.5 to 2.5 (Durbin & Watson, 1950), indicating that there is 

no significant autocorrelation in the residuals. Therefore, all variables from the 

table in responses to P-value of regression coefficient are all significant at 0.000 

which is less than the alpha value of 0.05 i.e. P = 0.000 P < 0.05. This shows 

that there is a significant relationship between Government efforts and 

excalation in insurgency in the north eastern Nigeria. 

 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

Findings of the study clearly revealed that radicalisation and recruitment of 

Insurgents in the northeastern part of nigeria is mainly influenceed from within 

the country even thouhg there are others who believed it has foreign influence. 

Findings also shows a significant relationship between government efforts 

towards curbing the menise of the insurgency and excalation of insurgents’ 

activities in the region. It can therefore be concluded that if government double 

it efforts, insurgency can be curtail and peace would return to the region. Based 

on the findings of the study the following we recommend that governments at 

both state and federal levels should intensify effort to bring insurgency to end 

by scalling up their efforts. Government should also come up with policy toward 
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the attitudinal change among people living the region in order to reduce their 

chances of being radicalised.  
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