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Abstract 

The Nigerian State has been a victim of high-level 

corruption in the comity of nations. Corruption has 

become more persistent since the country rejoined 

another train of civil rule in May, 1999 after long 

years of military rule. The jubilations, hopes, and 

outlooks which accompanied the re-

democratization of the country since May, 1999 

have been upset by bad governance, characterized 

by weak and/or lack performance, policy failures 

and, above ali, systemic corruption. Against this 

background, the paper examines corruption as all 

open disease of democracy in the country The paper 

employs qualitative method through the use of 

secondary (library) and primary (interview) source 

of data. The data were descriptively analyzed 

through details of the information gathered from 

the documentary sources and interviews. The paper 

therefore finds that Nigeria's democracy-without 

any doubt has been facing overwhelming/flimsy 

challenges of corrupt practices in all aspect of the 

nation’s economy. Thus, all efforts put in piece,by 

the various successive governments to eradicate or 

curb the virus/disease corruption in Nigeria proved 

doubtful. 
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Introduction  

Nigerians have reaped more deficits than dividends of democracy due to the 

systemic corruption in the country. Therefore, the impact of corruption is no 

longer the hidden, but open disease of democracy in Nigeria (Ogundiya, 2009a).  

Nigeria is one of the world's most endowed nations with abundant human and 

natural resources. There is practically every vital natural resources (Ajibewa, 

2008, p.261) in all the states of the federation; from crude oil to gold, cocoa to 

coal, cranium to gypsum, palm oil to rubber, coffee to timber, and cattle to fish, 

all in commercial quantities. Conversely, Nigeria remains one of the developing 

but under industrialized nations of the world.  

Nigeria been under-industrialized since the country rejoined another train of 

civil rule in May 1999 could be as a result of the corrupt nature of those at the 

helm of the nation's affairs (public office holders), who had mishandled the 

various sectors :f the nation's economy for selfish interests. This in turn, made 

Ogundiya (2009b, c.281) admitted that the impact of corruption on Nigeria's 

democracy is undoubtedly more severe and devastating with weak economic 

base, fragile political institutions and inadequate control mechanisms. He 

further admitted that the country faces severe crisis in its economic, social and 

political development that is not unconnected with the problem of pandemic 

corruption. This therefore posed serious threat to the survivability and 

sustainability of democracy in Nigeria.  

Thus, the nation's democracy have been frustrated by open disease of bad 

governance, characterized by low level of governmental legitimacy, electoral 

crisis, political assassination, high level of poverty, insecurity (political, 

economic and socio-cultural), among others.  

Arguably, a question needs to be asked: does corruption serve as open disease(s) 

to democracy in Nigeria? In answering this question, a cursory look at the 

traumatic political and socio-economic background of Nigeria might help us to 

understand and analyze the lingering issues of corruption as an open disease of 

democracy in the country. In this respect, the paper examines the theoretical 

perspectives of democracy, the magnitudes of corruption (causes and effects), 

various anti-corruption measures/reforms to tackle corruption by successive 

governments in Nigeria, and finally, the setbacks (failures) to anti-corruption 

measures in Nigeria.  
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Democracy: Theoretical Perspective 

Democracy is a relative and elusive concept that has no universally acceptable 

definition. Its conceptualizations are depends on individual perceptions of 

scholars. Indeed, it could be argued that one of the essential points recurrently 

emphasized by scholars is not only the difficulty of arriving at a consent over 

the exact conceptualization of democracy, but also the recognition that the 

imaginative idea itself has been subjected overtime to series of conscious 

interpolations such that the term has become amenable to numerous biases. Its 

usage has become a matter of convenience, continuously lending itself, quite 

willingly, to not only odd interpretations, but also extensions and absolute 

distortions. In this regard, Hadenius (1992) cited in Vmar (2007, p.3) opined 

that the term (democracy) has been compartmentalized into social democracy, 

economic democracy and political democracy, the latter comprising various 

mean in the shape of institutional arrangements which enable citizens to control 

public policy pertaining to the holding of elections under certain forms, to the 

central, national decision making organs and to the maintenance of certain 

fundamental political liberties.  

Apparently, the practice of democracy varies from one country to another, and 

it is a function of values, beliefs, orientations, idiosyncrasies and mores that are 

held sacrosanct by each state (Sadeeq, 2008, p.249). In spite of all these, 

Osaghae (1992) argued that there is a consensus of opinion among scholars on 

how to govern the society in a way that power actually. belongs to all the people. 

It is, therefore, imperative for us to put the concept in its proper theoretical 

perspective of better intellectual capacity as follows:  

First, the Liberal school of thought beliefs that democracy is a public 

contestation for power, as well as institutionalization of opposition parties, give 

rooms for competitive politics in a given society. Thus, democracy according 

to Schumpeter (1990, p.26), is the institutional arrangement for arriving at 

political decisions in which individuals acquire the people's vote, independent 

judiciary, bill of fundamental human rights, a free market economy, and a two 

or multi-party system (plural party system) in which every party has a chance 

of coming to power through periodic elections.  

Dudley (1963), quoted in Sadeeq (200S, p.2S0), aptly argued that for 

democracy to be institutionally achieved, there should be adequate participation 
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of the citizens in deciding who rules and how decisions are made, equality to 

all citizens as implied in the rule of law, accountability and responsiveness of 

the citizens, freedom of speech and association and social justice which 

involves treating individuals and groups fairly and justly. Put simply, Jackman 

(1988) observes that the three features of liberal democracies are: promotion of 

egalitarian desire on universal suffrage; protection of the rights of individuals, 

groups and organizations; also, the right to organize and engage in collective 

actions on the norms and values (beliefs) of the society.  

Two, Socialist and Marxist schools of thoughts argued that democracy 

represents a belief that power belongs to the people, which can only be ensured 

if the people collectively own and control the means of production, thereby 

depriving the bourgeoisie of all power. Marxist scholars (such as Karl Marx, 

Lenin) further argued that the minority capitalists who own the means of 

production in capitalist democracies actually rule, while creating an erroneous 

impression that they (minority capitalists) can do a great deal, whereas, in actual 

fact, it is nothing more than a deceit (Sadeeq, 2008, p.250). This type of 

democracy according to the Marxist scholars is referred to as bourgeoisie 

democracy.  

The bourgeoisie democracy according to Lenin's submission cited in Sadeeq 

(2008) means the institutionalized suppression of the working class by the 

bourgeoisie, with the conclusion that true democracy is possible only if class 

domination (minority capitalists) is eliminated. In sum, democracy from the 

above schools of thought is founded on three underlying ideals, namely- 

democracy as a value, process and practice. A cautious analysis of democracy 

shows that it is the most popular form of government because it not only 

guarantees popular participation but also ensures strict adherence to the rule of 

law and citizen's fundamental human rights as well as a government that exists 

and performs in the common interest of all, that is, government that is 

responsive to the wishes of the electorates in terms of transparency and 

accountability.  

 

The Magnitudes of Corruption in Nigeria  

Corruption has become a culture in Nigeria. It is a cankerworm that has eaten 

deep into the social-political and economic fabrics of Nigerian State. Almost all 
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sectors of the Nigerian institutions are corrupt- the police, custom, military, 

Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), and above all, the three 

arms of government- legislative, executive and judiciary (Interview: 

Rigachuku, 2012). This underscored the needs to analyze and discussed the 

magnitudes of corruption in Nigeria under the causes and effects of corruption 

as follows:  

 

Causes of Corruption in Nigeria  

Several reasons have been adduced for corruption in Nigeria, one of which is 

sudden disappearance of good morals and ethical values. Nwaobi (2004) posited 

that Nigeria is one of the very few countries in the world where a man's source 

of wealth is of no concern to his neighbors, the public or the government. This 

is because wealthy people who are known to be corrupt are regularly courted 

and honoured by communities, religious bodies, social clubs and private 

organizations. This sudden disappearance of good morals and ethical values has 

made the Chairman, Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUl) to argue that:  

[ ... ] corruption in Nigeria is just created artificially and intentionally by many 

Nigerians through celebration. For instance, when you see me as a poor man 

and I get a political appointment (portfolio) and within a short period of time, I 

become a billionaire. The people (citizens) around me are less concerned on 

how I get the money but rather hail, greet and sometimes supplicate for me. 

Thus, the society is suffering from misplaced values (Interview: Dundaye, 

2011).  

The Chairman further stated that he just have to blame every individuals in the 

state (Nigeria) because the government officials/public office holders who 

steals or loots public funds (money) are celebrated by the citizens in one way or 

the other, thereby, giving rooms for more corrupt practices in the country. This 

therefore, implies that people who benefit from the largesse (generosity) of 

these corrupt people rarely ask questions. For this reason, Okanlawon (2012) 

affirmed that: 

It is only in Nigeria that a public office holder will live above his means and 

eyebrows will not be raised. Rather, he would be hailed as having arrived and 

traditional rulers would be jostling to bestow chieftaincy titles (Interview: 

Okanlawon, 2012).  
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Two, a weak enforcement mechanism (that is lack of legislative, executive and 

judicial independence, etc) is another major cause of corruption in Nigeria. For 

instance, the anti-corruption agencies' such as the lCPC, EFCC, Code of 

Conduct etc which are authorized by the FGN to deter corruption are often weak 

as some, if not most, of the law enforcement agencies are themselves corrupt. 

For example, the EFCC made no real attempt to investigate credible allegations 

that officials in the presidency attempted to bribe members of the NA into 

voting in favour of Obasanjo's abortive attempt at changing the constitution to 

allow himself a third term in office (Ogundiya, 2009a, p.1S9). Also, by virtue 

of Sections 80 and 81 of the 1999 constitution, it is the NA that gives 

authorization to the President for all expenditures from the Consolidated 

Revenue Fund (CRF). Thus, affording the representative body an opportunity 

to rigorously debate and rationalize the budget. This has made one of the 

political correspondents of The Guardian newspaper, in an interview, to opine 

that:  

[...] judicial intervention on corrupt practices through issuance of court 

injunctions prevents the publishing and labelling of corrupt person(s) by the 

Nigerian media and other anti-corruption agencies. By the nature of legalistic 

formalism of the judiciary, it constitutes a blockage in truncating the process of 

exposing corrupt public office holders (Interview: Ogbodo, 2012).  

Unfortunately, the performance of the legislature has fallen woefully below 

expectation, as the NA members have been, sometimes, involved in bribery and 

corruption as an incentive to pass appropriation bills (Oyelowo, 2007, p.21). In 

addition, rulers, politicians and civil servants are highly corrupt, and 

professional organizations may be incapable of sanctioning their members. 

Maduegbuna (2005) quoted in Sowunmi et al, (2009, p.ll) argued that the 

benefits of corruption are greater than the consequences of being caught and 

disciplined.  

Third, high risk of insecurity and fear which characterized Nigerian state, these 

can arise from a variety of reasons, apart from the break -down of laws and 

orders. Political insatiability, conflicts, hostile national environment, high level 

of criminality, etc are the correlates here (Okeshola, 2009, p.342). There have 

been reports from the International Police (Interpol) and Central Intelligence 

Agency of the United States (CIA) regarding the money siphoned by gullible 
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personalities such as former Governor of Bayelsa State – Dieprieye 

Alamieyeseigha, former Governor of Plateau State, Joshua Dariye etc of capital 

flight in Nigeria to foreign banks abroad.  

The money siphoned was meant to develop their states by providing necessary 

facilities for their citizens in order to improve their standard of living. 

Regrettably, instead of using the money judiciously, it was rather converted to 

personal accounts and lodged in foreign banks abroad. In an interview, Dundaye 

(2011) and Folarin (2012) asserted that most leaders want to acquire 

wealth/property through quick syndrome motive-corruption. They (leaders) 

seek for public office in order to acquire wealth illegally, to compete among 

themselves in building mansions, buying expensive cars and taking their 

children abroad to study ... Thereby, pay little or no attention to improve the 

developmental sectors of the nation's economy, such as health, education, 

housing, transport etc.  

Four, sociological and/or cultural factors such as customs, family pressures on 

government officials and ethnicity constitute potential causes of corruption. In 

Nigeria, traditional values of gift giving and tributes to leaders often lead to 

what Brownsberger (1983) describes as polite corruption, the extent of such 

corruption is relatively small. Dandago (2008), on the other hand, revealed that 

traditional chieftaincy titles and membership of board of directors of 

government-owned corporations are only for the influential individual in the 

society who has made it economically or politically. On this note, the News 

Manager, NTA opined that:  

... corruption is a stigma and it has been a daily routine in the lives of Nigerians 

... Nigeria has been rated as one of the most corrupt nations in the world. 

Therefore, many Nigerians made it through enriching themselves fraudulently, 

but enjoy public respect and accolades (Interview: Saidu, 2011).  

The most annoying thing, according to Sowunmi et al, (2009), is that honest and 

dedicated public servants, who have not accumulated dirty wealth, do not 

command much respect from the society. These attitudes serve to encourage a 

newbreed of public servants who engage in corrupt practices.  

Five, the National Bureau of Statistics (2005) also attributed high incidence of 

poverty as one of the causes of corruption in Nigeria. The 54.1% high level of 

poverty put by the Commission contributed in no small amount to the 
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desperation of Nigerians to acquire wealth through any means. While the few 

employed receives low wages, unemployment is high. The unemployed are 

mostly youths, engaged in anti-social activities, such as cyber crime, drug 

peddling, prostitution, political thuggery, paid assassinations, oil bunkering, 

kidnapping, militancy (Niger Delta), Boko Harram (Northern parts), among 

others, all in the name of quick money. Folarin (2012) asserted that:  

Corruption is rapidly increased at alarming rate in Nigeria. There are no 

activities (government or private) without an element of corrupt practices. It 

manifests in different forms: exam malpractices, election rigging, 

currency/money laundering and child trafficking, 419 business, collection and 

giving bribes, embezzlement of public funds, inflation of contracts, and 

professional misconducts (Interview: Folarin,2012).  

Dandago (2008) observed that the poor salary levels of most public servants 

have not kept pace with inflation, which has eroded their purchasing power. It 

is also clear that the process of gaining power in Nigeria is either through armed 

force or the influence of money.  

Six, absence of media FoI and lack of freedom of individuals' expression also 

contributes to corruption in Nigeria. Most official businesses in Nigeria are still 

shrouded in secrecy. In this respect, most of the interviewees: Dundaye (2011); 

Ogbodo (2012); Uzairu (2012); Rigachuku (2012); and Folarin (2012) argued 

that the role played by the Nigerian media in exposing political corruption since 

1999 till date was significant because cases of corrupt acts involving governors, 

public office holders, commissioners, local government chairmen and even 

councilors were reported and exposed by the journalists (media organizations) 

either in the newspapers, magazines, radios or televisions at difference intervals 

in Nigeria. This is made possible since Nigeria's constitution provides us 

(citizens) with freedom of expression, although, the same constitution limits the 

way journalists reports news.  

Equally, in an interview, Saidu (2011) and anonymous journalist (2012) argued 

that .ae role played by the Nigerian media in exposing political corruption 

between 1999 and 2003 was not very significant because of the absence of Fol. 

Thus, the essence of the FoI bill is for the media (journalists, press) to fight 

corruption in totality. There is no reason why some government documents 
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should be hidden or shrouded in secrecy to the public, particularly to the media 

personnel.  

 

The Deputy Managing Director, The Sun Newspaper opined that:  

Freedom of expression is fundamental to the survival of a nation and up till 

now, that sincere freedom has not been totally won in Nigeria, despite the 

passing of FoI bill by the NA recently. This is due to the nature and character 

of lack of political will by most leaders (Interview: Adesina, 2012).  

 

Likewise, an anonymous journalist argued that:  

Freedom of expression is fundamental to a free society and it is the bedrock of 

credible and transparent governance, the root of equal protection under law and 

an important instrument in the preservation of human rights but this has not 

been fully achieved in Nigeria (Interview: Anonymous, 2012).  

Accordingly, it is common to see official files with the tag or inscription 'official 

secret' or labeled 'highly confidential'. The information bill which would have 

to create access by individuals to the so called official secret has suffered 

considerable set-back in the hands of President Obasanjo and his successor, 

Umar Musa Yar'Adua, but the bill has been passed into law by President 

Goodluck Jonathan's administration. If this bill is sincerely passed, it will, 

therefore, enable the media organizations to be more active in exposing corrupt 

officers in Nigeria with little or no fear of being threatened by the governments 

or individuals.  

 

Effects of Corruption in Nigeria  

Corruption has been a destructive element to the development of Nigeria's 

nation. This explains why the TI (2008) rated Nigeria as one of the most corrupt 

nations in the world. Thus, according to Maduegbuna (2005), effects of 

corruption in Nigeria include loss of government revenue, negative natural 

image, poor governance, brain drain, electoral malpractices, poor investment 

climate, business failure, removal of subsidies on goods and services, 

unemployment and poverty.  

Corruption, according to Suleiman (2011, p.14) is believed to be the bane of 

development in Nigeria. It has been largely responsible for the stunted 
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economic growth of the country and for the mass poverty that reigns in the land 

(Nigeria). The quality of public infrastructure and services has continued to be 

low as a result of corruption. Nigerians have long suffered from bad roads, 

epileptic power supply and lack of potable water and affordable housing. 

Avoidable accidents happen on the highways daily largely due to bad roads, 

many factories and businesses have closed shop/shut down due to rising 

overhead costs as a result of poor power supply from the Power Holding 

Company of Nigeria (PHCN). Most of the country's cosmopolitan cities and the 

Federal Capital Territory (FCT) have been turned into glorified slums because 

there are no housing schemes for the masses to live in.  

In respect of the above, Rigachuku (2012) opined that one of the causes and 

effects of corruption in Nigeria are lack of political will and patriotism on the 

part of the nation's leadership which translates to poor governance. He further 

opined that " ... the leaders acquired wealth illegally in order to enrich 

themselves, thereby subjecting the masses to abject poverty. They turn the 

masses into vote sellers before and during elections period" (Interview: 

Rigachuku, 2012).  

In another development, Ribadu (2006) argued that corruption is responsible for 

perpetual collapse of infrastructure and institutions; it is the cause of the 

endemic poverty in Africa, it is behind the underdevelopment and cyclical 

failure of democracy to take root in Africa. Corruption is worse than terrorism. 

Public officials who are corrupt should receive worse treatment than that 

reserved for terrorists.  

The effects of corruption on any nation, according to Ogundiya (2009a. p. I 52) 

are socially, economically and politically damaging. In Nigeria, corruption has 

been responsible for gross social and political instability which had bedevilled 

the country since her independent nationhood in 1960. Ogundiya (2009a) 

further stressed that in Nigeria, politics is money and money is politics. The 

'outside elites' are always determined to force the 'insider elites' out of the 

corridor of power, while the later are also obstinate in retaining power by force. 

For this reason, contract killing or political assassinations have become part and 

parcel of Nigeria's political culture. Above all, corruption has been used by 

many scholars as potent explanation for Nigeria's development 

tragedy/backwardness. Infrastructural decay, widespread poverty, preventable 
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waterborne and airborne epidemics and diseases, slums, rural and urban 

violence, acute low standards of living are consequences of corruption.  

The causes and effects of corruption in Nigeria lead to a growing gap between 

the rich and the poor and deeper poverty by enriching a few at the expense of 

follow citizens under a corrupt system. There is a concentration of wealth in the 

hands of the minority over the majority. Resultantly, income distribution 

becomes highly skewed, closely associated with the concentration of wealth in 

the hands of a few-who are not ready to inject it (resources) into the country's 

economy for others to benefit, and a distorted consumption pattern aimed at 

meeting the luxurious lifestyle of the urban elites emerges. These causes and 

effects make governments to embark on various anti-corruption 

reforms/measures to tackle and combat corruption in Nigeria.  

 

Anti-Corruption Measures in Nigeria: Past and Present  

By and large, the destructive impact of corruption in the life of nations 

throughout the world and Nigeria in particular is acknowledged by both the 

governments and the citizens. Therefore, several anti-corruption measures and 

approaches to eradicate corruption have been employed by successive 

governments in Nigeria. These measures and approaches, according to 

Ogundiya (2009a, p.153), include institutional approach, constitutional 

engineering or legal approach, the use of propaganda and political education, 

and aggressive pursuit of economic and political cum institutional reforms.  

The above mentioned approaches/measures are designed to checkmate the anti-

social behaviours of both the governments (public office holders) and the 

generality of citizens against any forms of corrupt practices. Among these 

measures by the successive governments are the Jaji Declaration of the 

Murtala/Obasanjo’s administration (1975-76). Ethical Re-orientation 

Campaign of Shehu Shagari’s Second Republic (1979-83) with a Minister of 

cabinet rank in charge of National Guidance, WAI of the Buhari/Idiagbon’s 

regime (1983-85), WAIC of General Sani Abacha’s regime (1993-998) and 

NOA, among others (Okeshola, 2009; Ogundiya, 2009a; Sowunmi et al, 2010; 

and Tell, 2011). 

Other efforts include setting up of probe panels, commission of enquiry and 

tribunal to try corrupt individuals (public officers and politicians) in the country 
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through promulgation of Laws and Decrees. These includes- The Public 

Officers (Investigation of Assets) Decree of 1966; Investigation of Assets 

(Public Officers) Validation Decree No. 45 of 1968; Forfeiture of Assets (Public 

Officers) Validation Decree; Corrupt Practices Decree of 1975; The Public 

Officers (Investigation of Assets) Decree No.5 of 1976; Recovery of Public 

Property Act of 1984; Miscellaneous Offences Act of 1984; Bank and Other 

Financial Institutions Acts of 1991; Failed Banks Tribunal (Recovery of Debts) 

Act of 1998; Nigerian Deposit Insurance Corporation Act of 1998; Advance 

Fee Fraud Act of 1995; Nigeria Drug and Law Enforcement Agency of 1998; 

etc (Fagbadebo, 2007; Ogundiya, 2009a; Sowunmi et al, 2010; and Tell, 2011).  

In addition, some administrative reforms were initiated and carried out, such as 

salary reforms, privatization and commercialization reforms, structural 

organizational reforms, judicial reforms, to mention a few. These reforms are 

formally designed to improve worker's productivity, efficiency, 

professionalism, reduce corruption and the level of wastage in the public 

service. Presently, however, due to the rampant cases of corruption in Nigeria, 

President Olusegun Obasanjo on assumption of office as a democratically 

elected president in May, 1999 organized an international conference on 

corruption and crime, which involves Nigeria's government in collaboration 

with the United Nations Office of Drug Control and Crime Prevention 

(Okesho1a, 2009). The conference was held on 7_11lh May, 2000 at Abuja with 

the sole aim of examining the nature, locations, effects and implications of 

corruption and recommended counter-measures (Okeshola, 2009).  

Among these counter-measures by the conference were Corrupt Practices and 

other related Acts-June, 2000; ICPC in September, 2000; Economic and 

Financial Crimes Act-December 2002; and EFCC in 2003; Money Laundering 

(Prohibition) Act of 2004. Also, the Nigeria's 1999 constitution provides that 

government must eradicate all corrupt practices and abuse of power, thereby 

working towards good governance, supported by judicial validation of 

accountability and transparency augmented anti-corruption legislation to the 

fight against corruption (FGN, 1999). This led to the institutionalization of 

Judicial Commissions of Enquiry, The Code of Conduct Bureau, and Public 

Complaints Commission, etc.  

Notably, all these commissions were charged with the following objectives and 

responsibilities:  
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1.  Strengthening of anti- corruption and other economic crimes 

institutions for effective policy and law enforcement;  

2.  Prosecution and conviction of high-ranking administration/public 

officials and tracing, seizing and confiscation of all proceeds of 

crimes;  

3.  Institution of Due Process mechanism in public sector procurements;  

4.  Deregulation/Privatization of failing public institutions and creating 

an enabling environment for effective private-public partnerships;  

5.  Monthly publication of distributable revenue from the Federal 

Account to the different tiers of government;  

6.  Institutions of transparencies in the oil and gas sector through the 

work of the Nigerian Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative 

(NEITI); and  

7.  Monetization policies and other administrative reforms in the civil 

service (Ogundiya, 2009a, pp.154-155).  

 

Indeed, the zero tolerance for corruption crusade of Obasanjo's administration 

and other previous governments are facade/frontage of genuine measures to 

promote good governance, accountability and transparency through the 

eradication of corrupt practices and abuse of power in the country. Despite all 

these measures, corruption continues unabated with its adverse effects 

manifesting on the nation's economy. Thus, this may either be as a result of 

failures on the side of the agencies; architects/designers or the nature of 

Nigerian State charged to implement and carry out those reforms.  

 

Setbacks to Anti-Corruption Measures in Nigeria  

The persistent increase in corruption at various levels of governance in Nigeria 

is an indication that all the anti-corruption measures institutionalized by 

successive governments since independence in 1960 have failed. These failures 

in one way or the other may be attributed to many factors, based on the nature 

and character of the Nigerian State, the elites, the citizens, and even forms of 

corruption itself. Therefore, the nature and character of a given state(s) that 

supposed to implement anti-corruption policies or measures are rooted in such 

theories that have helped in the understanding of African's predicaments and 
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more importantly issue of endemic corruption. The theory includes 

prebendalism, patrimonialism, neo-patrimonialism, clientelism, soft state 

thesis, and theory of two publics (Ogundiya, 2009a, p.158; and Ogundiya, 

2009b, pp.283-285).  

Put simply, the analytical frameworks/theories on the issue of 'political will' in 

combating corruption in Africa (Nigeria precisely) is understood as an 

integrated part of dominant elites extraction and rent seeking practice (Blundo 

and Oliver de Sardan, 2006: Bayart et al, 1999; Chabal and Daloz, 1999; quoted 

in Ogundiya, 2009a, p.158). The elites under these theories are the main 

profiteers of widespread corruption; they (the elites) have limited political will 

for reform and its implementation. Thus, any lasting effects of institutional and 

administrative reforms may be doubtful. In this context, such reforms may even 

be aimed at securing the political and economic power of the ruling elites. This 

act of political will amount to 'do or die politics' among the political elites in 

Nigeria.  

On the other hand, the practice of constitutionalism aimed at limiting the 

excesses of government, government officials and elected office holders within 

the limits of law, and through government that is based on legislations, 

regulations rules and practices developed pursuant to the provisions of the 

constitution to curb the abuse of power, combat corruption, and subject the 

government to accountability and transparency have had the effect of protecting 

some public officials from any civil proceedings or criminal prosecution 

relating to acts or practice of corruption (Oyelowo, 2007).  

President Olusegun Obasanjo, for instance, quickly pronounced state pardon for 

Senator Salisu Buhari, Chuba Okadigbo, Adolphus Wabara and Patricia 

Olubunmi Etteh, who escaped the wrath of the laws for such 'big atrocities' they 

(the Senators) engaged with. The most significant in this light is the immunity 

provisions of Section 308 of the 1999 Constitution that restricts the institution 

of civil or criminal proceedings against the President, Vice-President, 

Governor, and Deputy-Governor (FGN, 1999). This section of the constitution 

has been employed successfully against the Code of Conduct Tribunal in 

Nigeria.  

Moreover, the fundamental rights provisions on Due Process and Fair Hearing 

have been employed by persons accused of corruption 'blanket' their actions, by 
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claiming their constitutional right to remain silent and not to incriminate 

themselves (Oyelowo, 2007). The anti-corruption reforms of the Federal 

Government and certain agencies like ICPC and EFCC during this democratic 

dispensation were seen as tools in the hands of the executive to witch-hunt 

certain real or perceived political opponents, especially after the aborted third 

term agenda of President Olusegun Obasanjo. For example, the President 

fervently sought the prosecution of Governor Alamaesiagha, Governor Ayo 

Fayose, Senator Chimaroke Nnamani and many others, to appear and face the 

full course of the law in the courts, simply because those public office holders 

were not among the Mr. President's cabals.  

Another setback is the economic hardship and crass poverty. This has rendered 

attempts to stem the tide of anti-corruption measures difficult, since corruption 

is both a symptom and consequence of poverty. Thus, corruption breeds poverty 

and poverty aids corruption to flourish (Ogundiya, 2009b, p.290). Statistics has 

shown that over sixty percent of Nigerians live below poverty line. Poverty 

makes the agencies and the staff willing and alluring to political manipulation, 

thereby hindering the anti-corruption measures.  

More so, anti-corruption policies in Nigeria have suffered serious policy 

discontinuity arising from incessant political and governmental instability. To 

that extent, the battles against corruption have not been fought on a sustainable 

basis. More importantly, anti-corruptions in Nigeria are mere political facade 

designed to buy political support and loyalty from the citizenry. Another critical 

factor that could help in explaining the failure of anti-corruption measures in 

Nigeria is party funding/financing. To Vifredo Pareto, there are important 

reasons/motives for providing political/party funds - the first is idealistic or 

ideological; second is social, that is aiming at social honours or access; and third 

is financial striving for material benefits (Babawale and Ashiru, 2006, p.n cited 

in Ogundiya, 2009a, p.160).  

In Nigeria, the major reason for party financing is for personal aggrandizements 

and material benefits. This is the reason why wealthy individual members have 

constituted themselves into kingmakers or godfathers in all the political parties. 

Thus, the godfathers' syndrome has made the fight against corruption in Nigeria 

an exercise in futility. These godfathers have hijacked virtually all the political 

parties through bogus donations, thereby expects the godson to pay back as 
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quickly as possible when he/she gets into office. The process of paying back 

takes different dimension: award of undeserving and un-implementable 

(unrealistic) contracts: monthly cash reward from the state treasury; indirect 

control of the state pause through allocation of certain sensitive political posts 

to the godfather's loyalists (Ogundiya, 2009a, p.160).  

Another factor that has made the anti-corruption measures a fragile endeavour 

in Nigeria is the interconnection between the citizenship question, nature of 

ethnicity and character of the Nigerian State. In this regard, Ogundiya (2009a: 

161) argued that:  

...the privileged elite have successfully disillusioned the psyche of the masses 

with the virus of ethnicity, even to the extent that when corrupt acts are unveiled 

and the perpetrator(s) are under probe, it is customary in Nigeria to associate 

such probe with ethnic politics. And question such as how many Hausa, Ibo or 

Yoruba are under probe or how many have been punished are not uncommon. 

The question would not be how many Yoruba/Hausas/Ibos as the case may be 

are involved in corrupt acts. Virtually anything in Nigeria can be ethicized.  

In furtherance, Ogundiya (2009a, p.161) affirms that many of the anticorruption 

reforms in Nigeria failed simply because those reforms are 'non-political' in 

nature, while most of the cases/roots cause of corruption in the country (Nigeria) 

is inherently ‘political’. This is understandable since few anti-corruption 

campaigns dare to attack the roots of corruption, because the roots (of the 

corruption) lie in the distribution of power itself. Many Nigerian politicians are 

'vote buyers' and many Nigerian voters are 'vote sellers'. In certain instances, 

political office holders and higher echelon in the civil service are for the highest 

bidders. Therefore, in most occasions, anti-corruption strategies/measures are 

adopted and implemented in cooperation with the very predators that control 

the government and, in some cases also, the anti-corruption instruments 

(Ogundiya, 2009a, p.162).  

However, the institutions that are established to enforce the rules and check 

corrupt practices are implicated in political corruption. With reference to 

political corruption, there is ample evidence that INEC officials colluded, 

sometimes under the influence of money, to perpetrate violence, rigging or 

doctoring of election results. The same applies to the police, the State Security 

Service (SSS) and the National Intelligence Agency (NIA) (Aiyede, 2006), 
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thereby making anti-corruption measures In Nigeria, a tool In the hands of the 

powerful (ruling  

 

Conclusion  

Indeed, Nigeria's democracy without any doubt has been facing overwhelming 

flimsy challenges of corrupt practices in all aspect of the nation's economy. 

Indisputably, corruption is more severe and devastating with weak economic 

base, fragile political institutions and inadequate control mechanisms. This is 

understandable since corruption has become a thorn in the flesh of Nigerian 

politics in spite many mechanisms that had been institutionalized to curb 

corruption in the country. Thus, all efforts put in place by the various successive 

governments to eradicate or curb the virus/disease of corruption in Nigeria 

proved doubtful. These were as a result of lack of leaderships/public office 

holders with vision, that is, an absence of leaders whose word is their bond, who 

does not possess principles and will, and who put integrity and character above 

wealth. The Nigerian State lacked structures with adequate autonomy and 

strength to check not only corruption, but other abuses of power due to politics 

of godfatherism and complementary nature of political corruption among 

others. Hence, the impact of corruption is no longer the hidden, but open disease 

of democracy in Nigeria.  
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