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Abstract 

Reports of violence and victimization against 

vulnerable groups in the society has been on the 

increase in recent time especially among the 

developing nations. However, the rate at which 

violence and organized attacks are carried out 

against women and children especially among the 

“in groups” (group of people within the same 

community) is assuming a frightening proportion. 

This paper examined violence attacks and 

displacement of women and children in an oil 

producing  State in Niger Region of Nigeria. Cross 

sectional survey design was adopted, structured 

questionnaire and Indept interview were used for 

data collection. A sample of 133 adults (children 

were excluded for ethical considerations) from the 

study area participated in the study. Purposive 

random sampling method and snowball technique 

were used in selecting the participants.Seven 

research questions were investigated, results 
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showed that four “in groups” were responsible for 

the violence in the region s: militia group, political 

agitators, cult groups and armed robbers. 

Statistical analysis showed that 120 (90.2%) 

Respondents were violently displaced, 59 (44.4%) 

families were no longer intact, 75 (56.4%) lost at 

least a member of the family, 94 (70.7%) suffered 

physical injury 108 (81.2%) lost movable and 

immovable properties, 130 (99.2%) were not 

compensated while 77 (58.3%) were willing to 

return to their community. The study concludes that 

violence attack of the militia, political agitators, 

cultists and armed robbers was the cause of 

displacement of people of Rivers State in Niger 

Delta region of Nigeria. Consequently,women and 

children suffered sexual harassment, rape, physical 

injuries, loss of physical properties and 

matrimonial dislocation. We therefore recommend 

the creation of a Naval and militancy base 

especially in ONE local government area to 

forestall incessant violence against the community. 

The Federal, and State government as well as the 

multi-national oil company in the area should pay 

heavy compensation to victims of displacement and 

violence attack. Urgent step should also be taken to 

re-settle these victims back to their communities. 

 

 

Introduction  

Niger Delta Region of Nigeria consisted of present day Bayelsa, Delta and 

Rivers States.  Thus by year 2000, the federal Government of Nigeria included 

Abia, Akwa-Ibom, Cross River, Edo, Imo and Ondo States in the region thereby 

increasing the size of the region with attendant  ramifications. Rivers State 

which was created in 1967 is the focus of this study and its city of Port Harcourt 

which is the heartbeat of the famous Nigerian oil industry hosting oil giants like 

Shell  Petroleum Development Company of Nigeria Ltd., AGIP, TEXACO, 

ELF,NNPC and other major companies (Peterside, 2016). We should however 
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note that more than 70% of federal revenue is from oil and gas thus emphasizing 

the economic imperatives of the Niger Delta Region and its largest city Port 

Harcourt which borders the Bonny River with an estimated population of 1,865, 

000 inhabitants (2006 Census).  

Agriculture has been the main occupation in Port Harcourt but with the 

preponderance of the oil industry, it has taken the back seat to oil production 

and related activities in Port Harcourt has rich crude oil and natural gas reserves 

which accounts for more than 40% of Nigerian Crude oil production 

(http://www.horizon webservices.com).The Niger Delta has been an arena of 

crisis since the oil boom in Nigeria and the prolonged historic conflicts have 

left a legacy that provides very little space for peace. Port Harcourt, with its 

urban characteristics has been personified by violence and the emergence of 

violent groups such as the militia, political agitators, cultists and armed robbers 

that are all internal to the community.  

It is also relevant to note that the foundations of prolonged crises and violence 

that has marred the region are as a result of several years of exploitation, neglect 

and deliberate abandonment of the region, by successive governments, despite 

its relevance as the economic nucleus of Nigeria. As a result of the federal 

government’s desire to protect its selfish interests,  and that of its partners, there 

has, over the years, being a weak political will to manage the conflicts and this 

has drifted the area in the culture of perpetual violence with little or no room 

for successful peace negotiations. The currency of violence has been historically 

embedded in the various substructures within the society of Port Harcourt City 

and its environs with women and children being mere prey to 

perpetrators/predators. 

A society with a history of violence, primarily over its own wealth and 

successive government’s inability to manage the conflict situations has from 

generation to generation made conflict and violence an acceptable form of 

living. With the advent of multinationals to invest in the regions wealth of oil 

and gas and the indigenes perception that they have been deprived by 

“strangers” coupled the apathetic stance of the federal government towards the 

restoration of the situation of the indigenes, has provided grounds for the culture 

of violence to be deep-seated. 
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This study is conducted to examine the new wave of violence  and victimization 

of vulnerable groups  in society especially women and children in the Port 

Harcourt Local Government area of Rivers State of Nigeria by armed groups 

causing displacement of  victims. 

 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

The concept of violence is highly complex, unwieldy, ambiguous, and 

academically contested which as a result has brought the concept under various 

interpretations by various scholars in various schools of thought. One of the 

greatest controversies in defining violence relates to its scope.  According to the 

Oxford English Dictionary, “violence is the exercise of physical force as to 

inflict injury or damage to persons and properties”. This definition sounds 

interpersonal and limited in scope such that it has prompted the study to opt for 

a wider definition of violence such that the concept cannot be restricted to the 

cases of direct physical harm alone. The controversy in this conceptualization 

is in the sense that it is one-sided. Interpersonal dimension of violence as 

analyzed above emphasizes what individuals do to others   at the cost of ignoring 

what happens to people. 

Johan Galtung,( n.d.) Chief founder of Peace Research institute in Oslo posited 

that, “violence is present when human beings are been influenced so that their 

actual somatic and mental realizations are below their potential realizations”. 

Galtung thereafter defined violence as the cause of the difference between the 

potential and the actual, between what could have been and what is”. Academic 

scholars have subjected Galtung’s definition under review for its conceptual 

density as a result of vocabularies such as “potentiality and actuality” and 

“actual somatic mental realizations” which are central in his definition as they 

erase  any hint of the sphere where structural violence operates and could be 

visible. Structural violence is tied to social practices, structures and institutions, 

which is deliberately missing from the definition. As a result of such academic 

deficits, Galtung has rephrased structural violence as violence that “occurs 

when someone is worse off overall that the otherwise could have been”.  

Galtung (2000) observes that violence occurs  when a conflict exists  and a 

measure to curb the conflict fails. In essence it is the failure to transform 

conflicts that leads to violence p.16. 
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In a nutshell, violence could be analyzed in three concentric circles that are 

logically independent which are, physical, psychological and cultural violence. 

Thus physical violence is an act of morally forbidden infliction of physical harm 

that involves the exercise of physical force; psychological violence is the 

morally forbidden infliction of psychological harm and; Cultural violence exists 

when we allow a sentient creature to endure a morally intolerable life of extreme 

misery”. In essence normative posture is therefore required provided it 

evaluates violence as morally wrong and must advocate a broader scope that 

will motivate a wide range of political (ethical) engagements against violence 

in our societies. Oyesola (2005), define violence as  an exertion of physical 

force so as to injure or abuse ; or unjust or unwarranted distortion of truth; or 

intense or turbulent action of force.  

As a result of myriad of definitions based largely on each scholar’s perceptions 

and perspectives, the World Health Organization (WHO) in 2000 attempted a 

universal definition of violence covering a broad array of disciplines. Violence 

is defined by WHO as “the intentional use of physical force or power, threatened 

or actual, against oneself, another person, or  against a group or community that 

either results in or has a high likelihood of resulting in injury, death, 

psychological harm, mal development or deprivation” (WHO, 2000). 

 

Violence against Women and Children: Conceptual Clarifications 

Violence directed against women and children which forms the focus of this 

study is a serious public health and social problem that is costly to society. It 

can take various forms including but not limited to sexual violence, intimate 

partner violence, child abuse and neglect, bullying, teen dating violence, 

trafficking and elder abuse (WHO, 2000). By the records of the WHO (2000), 

the majority of violence against women and children is perpetrated by partners, 

family members, friends or acquaintances, such that most large scale violence 

against women and children take place in the form of intimate partner violence, 

family violence, or school violence. These three interrelated strands of violence 

are being part of the cycle of violence. 

The unbeatable fact is that in crisis situation all over the   world women and 

children are the most affected in the areas of direct physical harm or indirectly 

“with respect to their unmet needs for health care, particularly reproductive 
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health care (WHO,2016)” in times of crisis.  Thus the UN Declaration on the 

Elimination of Violence Against Women observes that, Violence against 

women is a manifestation of historically unequal power relations between men  

and women. It is one of the crucial social mechanisms by which women are 

forced into a subordinate position compared with men.  Thus Article I of the 

UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women defines the term 

violence against women as “any act of gender-based violence that results in, or 

is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to 

women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of 

liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life” 

Children too endure much violence throughout their childhood and in most 

countries around the world this scenario has persisted to the extent it has become 

a practice embedded in cultures. However the preponderance of this peril and 

its magnitude has captivated global attention such that multilateral institutions 

particularly the UN has been implementing measures to put an end to all forms 

of violence against women and children.  According to  Article 19 of the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), violence against children refers 

to “all forms of physical or mental violence, injury and abuse, neglect or 

negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse” 

against a “child” who is defined in Article I of the CRC. According to the WHO 

in the World Report on Violence and Health (2002), violence against children 

is defined as “the intentional use of physical force or power, threatened or 

actual, against a child, by an individual or group, that either results in or has a 

high likelihood of resulting in actual or potential harm to the child’s health, 

survival, development or dignity." 

Kofi Annan, the UN Secretary General in the World Report on Violence against 

Children, further observed that no  country is immune, whether rich or poor and 

that the  consequences of violence can be devastating and could result in early 

death(Annan,2006). The truth of the matter is that the scope of violence is long 

lasting such that even children who survive must cope with terrible physical and 

emotional scars. Violence is a risk to a child’s health and his or her ability to 

learn and grow into adulthood and create sound families and communities. 

Violence against children is thus a major threat to global development and that 

the world will not achieve universal primary education unless children are safe 
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in school. The spread of HIV/AIDS will not be halted until there is a stop to the 

violence against girls which helps to fuel the pandemic.  

Violence against women and their children has been extensively handled by 

legal frameworks in some countries such as in the Philippines where the 

Philippine Law on Violence against Women and their Children gave an 

inclusive definition of violence when it defined violence as any act or a series 

of acts committed  by any person against a woman who is his wife, former wife,  

or against a woman with whom the person has  or had a sexual or dating  

relationship, or with whom he has a common child, or against her child whether 

legitimate or illegitimate, with or without the family abode, which result in or 

is likely to result in physical, sexual, psychological harm or suffering, or 

economic abuse including threats of such acts , battery, assault, coercion, 

harassment or arbitrary deprivation of liberty” (Republic Act No. 9262). 

Although the definition could be seen as localized, yet it can be applicable in 

most countries where violence against women persists. 

 The UN Secretary General Kofi Annan described violence against women and 

girls as a problem of pandemic proportions, such that at least one out of every 

three women around the world has been beaten, coerced into sex, or otherwise 

abused in her life time with the abuser usually someone known to her 

(Eze,2014). Violence against children is also a major obstacle to gender equality 

as the girl child suffer the more. Although violence is a threat, women and 

children are particularly susceptible to victimization in most societies. This is 

because most cultures dictate that women and children have fewer rights or lack 

appropriate means of protection. In some societies certain types of violence are 

deemed socially and legally acceptable thereby strengthening the evil 

foundation of perpetual violence against women and children. The predicament 

is such that in most cases victims of violence of any type fear stigmatization or 

societal condemnation and thus often hesitate to report crimes. This is 

exacerbated by the fact that in the case of women and children, the perpetrators 

are usually people they know and because some countries lack the legal 

framework to protect the victims, so no action is taken against perpetrators.  

Studies conducted by Garcia-Moreno  et al., (2006, p. 1) showed that data 

collected reveal that rates of violence against women and children range from 

15 to 71 percent in some countries and that rates of violence against children  
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top 80 percent. Their submission underscores the fact that violence poses a high 

burden on global health and that violence against women and children is 

common, universal and unabated.  For the purpose of this study violence against 

women and children refers to the violation of their most basic human rights 

through the use of force by the perpetrator by means of adopting all morally 

questionable forms of interaction to cause either physical, or psychological or 

cultural harm, while achieving a set goal. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The study adopted a cross sectional descriptive survey design which allows the 

examination of different characteristics of interest (age, educational 

background, religion, sex,) among various groups of respondents in the study 

area. Purposive sampling method was used for selecting the study area while a 

combination of accidental and snow ball sampling methods were used in 

selecting the participants for the study.  

A scale was specially designed and validated for this study. The scale is called 

Violence Against Women and Children Inventory (VAWCI) was used for data 

collection. The scale contained two parts: the socio demographic and research 

questions parts. The socio demographic part examined the sex, religion, marital 

status, number of children, working status and educational status of the 

participants. Part two of the scale examined such issues as whether or not 

participants are displaced violently, compensated or not compensated, family 

still intact or separated, lost any family member to displacement, lost job to 

displacement, suffered physical damage due to displacement, experienced 

emotional shock due to displacement, lost movable or immovable properties to 

displacement, staying with husband relatives or wives relatives, who displaced 

the participant ( Militants, Cultists, Police, Armed Robbers), who assaulted 

sexually ( Army[ Police, Militants, Cultists, Armed Rubbers ). 

The study hypothesized a significant influence of militant violent displacement, 

loss of family members, loss of job, sexual assault by militants, and sexual 

assault on children among displaced residents of Rivers State of Nigeria. 

RESULTS 

Analysis of socio demographic data of respondents showed that, 60 (45.1 %) of 

the participants were females while 73 (54.9%) were males. 110 (82.7%) were 
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Christians, 4(3.0%) were Moslems while 19(14.3%) did not indicate their 

religion. Six participants (4.5%) were divorced, 78 (58.6 %) were married, 6 

(4.5%) were single parents, 32 (24.1 %) were unmarried, while 9 (6.8 %) were 

widowed. Fifteen participants (11.3 %) were federal government workers, 10 

(7.5 % ) were local government workers, 20 (15 % ) were working in private 

company, 50 ( 37.6 % ) were self employed,  2 (1.5 %) were state government 

workers, 17 ( 12.8 %) were students. 11 ( 10.5%) were unemployed while 5 (3.8 

%) did not declare their working status. Thirty two participants (24.1 % ) were 

OND Certificate holders, 20 (15 %) were NCE Certificate holders, 45 ( 33.8 % 

) were University first degree holders, 5 (3.8 %) were Masters degree holders, 

4 (3 % ) holds a PhD degree while 27(20.3 %) did not state their academic 

qualifications. 

Thirteen respondents (9.8 % ) were not violently displaced while 120 ( 90.2 %) 

were violently displaced. 130 ( 97.7 %) were not given compensation, 1 ( o.8 % 

) received compensation while  2 ( 1.5 %) did not indicate whether or not they 

received any compensation. Fifty nine respondents (44.4 %) did not have their 

families intact after displacement while 74(55.6 %) families were still together. 

Fifty eight (43.6%) families lost at least one member of their family to 

displacement while 75 (56.4) families did not Seventy four respondents (55.6 

%) lost their jobs to displacement, 58 (43.6) did not, while 1 (0.8 %) did not 

indicate whether or not job was lost. Ninety four respondents (70.7 %) suffered 

physical damage due to displacement,38 (28.6%) did not while 1 (0.8 %) did 

not indicate either way. One hundred and nineteen respondents (89.5%) 

suffered emotional shock from the displacement, 13 (9.3 %) did not while 

1(0.8%) was not forth coming. One hundred and eight respondents(81.2%) lost 

movable and immovable properties to displacement, 24 (18%) did not while 1 

(0.8 %) did not indicate either. Fifty five respondents (44.4 %) did not want to 

return to their base, 77 (57.9 (57.9%) wanted to while 1 (0.8%) was undecided. 

Seventy two (54.1 %) were not sexually assaulted, 60 (45.1 %) were sexually 

assaulted while 1 (0.8 %) was not forthcoming. Forty four respondents (33.1 %) 

reported that their children were sexually assaulted 87 (65.4 %)indicated that 

their children were not sexually assaulted while 2 (1.5 %) did not indicate either. 

The hypothesis of the study was tested using Analysis of Variance (ANOVA).. 

The summary of the analysis is presented in table 
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Table 1. SUMMARY OF 2X5 ANOVA SHOWING THE INFLUENCE OF 

MILITANTS VIOLENT DISPLACEMENT, LOSS OF FAMILY 

MEMBERS, LOSS OF JOB, SEXUAL ASSAULT BY MILITANTS, AND 

SEXUAL ASSAULT ON CHILDREN AMONG RESIDENTS OF 

RIVERS STATE, NIGERIA. 

VARIABLES  SS DF MS F P 

Violence 

Militant  

Displacement  

Btw GP 0.484  

129 

0.484  

2.979 

 

>.05 within 

GP 

20.951 0.162 

Total 21.435 130    

Loss of Family 

Member to 

Displacement  

Btw GP 2.025 131 2.025  

8.644 

 

<.05 within 

GP 

30.682  0.234 

Total 32.707 132    

Loss of Job to  

Displacement  

Btw GP 0.346 130 0.346  

1.397 

 

>.05 within 

GP 

32.169  0.247 

Total   131    

Sexual Assault  

By militant  

Btw GP 4.949  

130 

4.949  

23.164 

 

<.05 within 

GP 

27.778 0.214 

Total  32.727 131    

Sexual Assault 

on children   

Btw GP 0.105  

 

129 

0.105  

0.465 

 

>.05 within 

GP 

29.116 0.226 

Total  29.221 130    

 

DISCUSSION 

Table 1 shows the summary of the hypothesis in the study which posited a 

significant influence of militants, violent displacement, loss of family members, 

loss of job, sexual assault by militants, and sexual assault on children among 

residents of Rivers State in Nigeria.  

From the analysis there are no significant of violent militants displacement on 

displaced residents of Rivers State, F(1,130)=2979, P>.05). There was also no 

significant influence of loss of job on displaced residents of Rivers State, 

F(1,132)-1.397, P>.05 and; Sexual assault on children equally showed no 
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significant influence on displaced residents of Rivers State ( F(1, 130) = 0.415, 

P>.05.  

Loss of family members indicated significant influence on displaced residents 

of Rivers State of Nigeria (F=(1,132)=8.644, P<.05 and sexual assault by 

militants showed also significant influence on displaced residents of Rivers 

State of Nigeria(F,(1,131)=23.164)P<.05. This results imply that among 

displaced residents of Rivers State in Niger Delta region of Nigeria, there were 

incidences of violent displacement by militants, l9ss of job and sexual assault 

on children but the incidences were statistically insignificant in this study. 

However, loss of family members to displacement  and sexual assault by 

militants recorded significant statistical influence on displaced residents of 

Rivers State Nigeria. This means that there were  high rates of  loss (deaths) of 

family members by the displaced people of Rivers State and many of the women 

experienced  sexual assaults by militants. 

The study concludes that, Rivers State of Nigeria has over the years been a 

hotspot for violent activities perpetrated by various militant groups ranging 

from the military, police, cultists and armed robbers with women and children 

being the most vulnerable in such situations, which have mostly culminated into 

displacement of communities, influenced by the variables of militant violent 

displacement, loss of family members, sexual assault by militants and sexual 

assault on children among displaced residents.  

Analysis of the results of the study reveals no significant influence of violent 

militants’ displacement on displaced residents of Rivers State. However, this 

assertion is not sufficient to affirm the claims that there has been no violent 

militant displacement as the Niger Delta Region where Rivers State is located 

has since the 1990s witnessed tensions between foreign oil corporations  and a 

number of Niger Delta minority ethnic groups; the Ogoni and Ijaw inclusive, 

who feel they have been exploited. Ethnic and political unrest perpetuated by 

the militants and the federal army has been violent, leading to displacement of 

the communities.  

In such situations, other rippling effects of militants activities, though were not 

significantly highlighted as influences, are the loss of jobs on displaced 

residents of Rivers State and the sexual assault on children. Job security is 

lacking in conflict situations, to an extent that most workers have got to migrate 

to peaceful areas in search of jobs. According to UN Secretary-General, 

Antonio Guterres he posited that sexual violence is a brutal form of physical 
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and psychological warfare rooted in the gender inequality extant that is usually 

under reported (Guterres, 2017) particularly when it deals with children. 

Perpetrators of sexual violence are known by their victims and are found within 

the community. In spite the tendency to under report, yet sexual assault by 

militants showed significant influence on displaced residents of Rivers State of 

Nigeria. 

Loss of family members indicated significant influence on displaced residents 

of Rivers State. This is a phenomenal experience in all militant conflict 

escalations where arms and other forms of weapons are employed.  

 

Recommendations 

In an effort to curb the wave of violence against children in the Rivers State of 

Nigeria, the following recommendation are hereby made: 

i. The Federal Government of Nigeria should get to the root causes of the 

violence which has persisted since the 1990s as a result of the 

Government’s failure to transform the conflict, and find a permanent 

solution to end it; 

ii. There should be a compensation scheme to assist those that have 

suffered violence and displacement; 

iii. There should be a workable legal framework to forestall all forms of 

impunity and to ensure that appropriate actions are taken to serve as a 

deterrent;  

iv. The Federal Government should pay special attention to the displaced 

because they are not covered by the 1951 Refugee Convention. This 

could be achieved by the ratification and domestication of the Kampala 

Convention on IDPs which implementation could provide succor to the 

displaced communities in the Rivers State; 
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