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Abstract 

This study examined the level of curriculum 

implementation at the secondary school on national 

cohesion and global competitiveness. Two research 

questions and two hypotheses guided the study. 

Survey research design was adopted for the study. 

The population of the study was all the 262 

principals and 5970 teachers of public secondary 

schools in Anambra State. The sample of the study 

was all the principals in public secondary school in 

Anambra State and stratified random sampling 

technique was used to select 60 teachers from the 

six education zone in Anambra State totaling 360 

respondents. Data were collected using structured 

questionnaire of 17 items validated by experts and 

the reliability index of 0.88 and 0.95 for the two 

sections was obtained. Out of 622 copies of 

questionnaire distributed, 586 copies were 

collected indicating 95% return rate. Data 

collected were analyzed using mean and standard 

deviation. The z-test statistics was used to test the 

null hypotheses. The findings of the study revealed 

among others that inadequate implementation of 

curriculum have affected national cohesion and 

ability to face global challenges. Based on the 
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findings it was recommended among others that 

government should make provision for facilities, 

equipment, fund and staff development packages 

that will enhance proper implementation. Effort 

should be made by the government to embed-peace 

studies as a subject in secondary school. 

 

 

Introduction 

Education is a major tool which every society uses to achieve the universal goal. 

In other words it is an instrument for socio-economic, political and cultural 

development of any nation. Schools play a major role in achieving this goal and 

government on their own uses schooling to strengthening national cohesion and 

citizenship values. All these are embedded in school curriculum. The term 

curriculum was derived from a Latin word “currere” meaning “the course to be 

run” “a race-course” (Banjo,1957).Curriculum is a programme of education 

prepared for definite group of learners within a time frame in order to achieve 

intended behavioural outcome (Alade,2005). Similarly, Obanya (2004) viewed 

curriculum as the total process of what is to be learnt, a process of transmitting 

educational objectives into learning objectives. During colonial era, the 

education bequeathed to Nigerians seems to be deficient and therefore required 

adequate adjustment to suit the beneficiary (citizen). The need for modification 

had brought about the national conference on curriculum development in 1966. 

At that conference, a philosophy of Nigeria education was drafted and National 

Policy on Education (NPE) also contained philosophy of Nigeria education. The 

Federal Republic of Nigeria Policy on education was first published in 1977, 

revised 1981, 2004 and 2006. The philosophy and goal of education in Nigeria 

as contained in NPE 2008 are:  

❖ Development of the individual into a morally sound, patriotic and effective 

citizen. 

❖ Total integration of the individual into the immediate community, the 

Nigeria society and the world. 

❖ Provision of equal access to qualitative educational opportunities for all 

citizens at all levels of education, within and outside the formal school 

system. 
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❖ Inculcation of national consciousness, values and national unity and. 

❖ Development of appropriate skills, physical and social abilities and 

competencies to empower the individual to live and contribute positively to 

the society 

 

Igboabuchi and Ofojebe (2010) asserted that NPE is the government way of 

achieving the part of its national goals with education as a tool and it implies 

that such education policies are often based on formulated goal of the nation. 

Furthermore, Ofojebe in Unachukwu and Okorji (2014) opined that the 

importance of curriculum development and improvement in Nigeria educational 

system will aid the achievement of all educational goals and objectives, aid 

national building and revitalization and improve the standard and quality of 

instructions in schools. The establishment of uniformity into the education 

system is to enable the education system to meet up with the new global 

demands and advancement in improving both students and teachers quality in 

the entire educational system as well as restructure the entire education system 

to excellence. Nigeria is a country with multi ethnicity, many languages and 

religion having experienced civil war and national crises (1967-1970). Hence 

the need for embedding national cohesion and integration in national goal to 

enable citizen compete global using education as a tool. This situation led to 

radical changes and development in the Nigerian school curriculum and its 

content. Formally Nigerian was running 7-5-4 to 6-5-4 and from 6-5-2-4 to 6-

3-3-4 system of education. It appears that poor implementation of the reform 

inherent in the 6-3-3-4 system of education did not allow innovation and 

changes to have an appreciable impact on the Nigeria society (Alade, 2011). 

Now, Nigeria has adopted 9-3-4 system of education. Meanwhile in effort to 

achieve a functional education with respect to educational curriculum that will 

meet up with national development, achievement, national cohesion and global 

competitiveness adequate implementation is imperative. Obanya (2004) defined 

implementation of curriculum as a day to day activities which school 

management and classroom teachers undertake in the pursuit of the objective of 

any given curriculum, similarly curriculum implementation is seen as the task 

of translating the curriculum document into the operating curriculum by the 

combined effort of the student teacher and other concerned (Mkpa, 2007). In 

this study curriculum implementation is the process of putting into practice all 
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that is in the curriculum document with the combined effort of the teachers, 

school leaders, learners and other stakeholder. This implies that it demands 

concerted effort of end users of the curriculum for its effective implementation 

at all level in order to achieve the desired goal. One thing is to develop or plan 

a curriculum and another thing is to implement adequately. More often there are 

number of issues militating against the implementation of government policies 

in Nigeria but it is believed that the curriculum when adequately implemented 

will empower the learner with the attitude that will foster national cohesion and 

enable the learner to compete globally. Therefore this study tried to ascertain 

the influence of curriculum implementation on national cohesion and global 

competitiveness. 

 

Statement of Problem 

In Nigeria, the persistent gap in educational system and outcomes with respect 

to the national objective is quite alarming. The school curriculum is meant to 

carter for the national educational goal and aspiration which is supposed to be 

organized into goals, aims, objectives and learning outcomes to be achieved at 

deferent educational levels. But it appears that our national values are 

bastardized and national integration and cohesion have remained elusive. One 

begins to wonder whether curriculum designed to foster national cohesion, 

empower learners with potentials, knowledge and skills to compete globally are 

no longer effective. Similarly the role curriculum should play in other to face 

the challenges ahead. It is against this backdrop that the researcher embarked 

on this study to examine the influence of curriculum implementation on national 

cohesion and global competitiveness.  

 

Purpose of the study 

The general objectives of the study is to investigate the influence of curriculum 

implementation in secondary school on national cohesion and global 

competitiveness.  

Specifically the study sought to:  

1. Examine the influence of curriculum implementation on national 

cohesion. 

2. Identify the challenges encountered with implementation of curriculum 

on national cohesion. 
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Research Question 

 The following research question guided the study 

1. What are the influence of curriculum implementation on national 

cohesion 

2. What are the challenges of curriculum implementation on national 

cohesion 

 

Hypotheses  

The following research hypotheses were tested at .05 level of significant. 

1. There is no significant difference between the mean response of principal 

and teachers on the influence of curriculum implementation in secondary 

school on national cohesion. 

2. There is no significant difference between the mean response of 

principals and teachers on the challenges of curriculum implementation 

on national cohesion  

 

Method 

The design of the study was descriptive survey aimed at examining curriculum 

implementation at secondary school and National Cohesion for global 

competitiveness. The study was conducted in all the public secondary school in 

Anambra State. The population of the study was made up 262 principals and 

5970 teachers in public secondary school in Anambra State. All the 262 

principal were used and stratified sampling technique was used to select 60 

teachers from the six education zone in Anambra State totaling 360 teachers. 

The instrument for data collection is questionnaire titled “Curriculum 

Implementation and National Cohesion for Global Competitiveness 

questionnaire (CINCGCQ)”. The questionnaire was made up of 17 structured 

items. The items were on a 4 point rating scale of Strongly Agree (SA), Agree 

(A), D, Strongly Disagree (SD). The questionnaire was validated by three 

research experts, two experts in educational management and one expert in 

measurement and evaluation all in Chukwuemeka Odumegwu Ojukwu 

University Igbariam Campus. Cronbach Alpha method was used in determining 

the internal consistency of the questionnaire with an overall reliability index of 

.87 which was considered adequate for the study. Six research assistant was 
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used in administration and collation of research instrument. Out of 622 copies 

of questionnaire distributed 580 copies (representing 94%) were collated. Mean 

and standard deviation was used to answer research question and z -test to test 

the null hypothesis. Scores above 2.50 will be considered agree and mean value 

below 2.50 will be termed disagree  

 

Research Question 2: What are the influence of curriculum implementation in 

secondary school on national cohesion.   

Table 1: Mean response of principals and teachers on the influence of 

curriculum implementation on national cohesion 

 

 

S/N 

 
Principals 

No - 250 

Teachers 

No – 330 

ITEMS DESCRIPTION X1 Sd X1 Sd Mean  

scores  

Decision   

1 Lack of sufficient finance 265 1.13 2.96 1.24 281 Agreed  

2 Lack of teachers  participation in 

curriculum planning. 

289 1.18 2.96 1.21 293 Agreed 

3 Lack of trained & well informed 

teachers.  

269 1.14 2.64 1.10 267 Agreed 

4 Non uniformity of curriculum.  257 1.11 2.76 1.15 267 Agreed 

5 Frequent changes in policy 294 1.02 3.18 1.31 3.06 Agreed 

6 Poor learning conditions.  271 1.19 2.78 1.14 2.74 Agreed 

7 Lack of instructional material 247 1.11 2.92 1.29 2.69 Agreed 

8 Non uniform standard by different 

examination body. 

254 1.12 2.98 1.21 2.76 Agreed 

9 Poor ICT 2.26 1.12 2.56 1.12 2.51 Agreed 

 Grand means score  2.64 
 

2.86 
   

 

Data on table 1 shows that item 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 and 9 had their weighted mean 

score above the cutoff point of 2.5 showing that both principal and 

teachers  agreed that all the item indicates the influence of policing 

implementation on national cohesion in secondary schools in Anambra State. 
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Ho1: there is no significant difference between the mean response of principal 

and teachers on the challenges curriculum in the implementation of curriculum 

in secondary school 

 

Result 

Research question 2: What are the challenges of curriculum implementation in 

secondary school on national cohesion.  

 

Table 2- Mean response of principals and teachers on the challenges 

of  curriculum implementation in the secondary school on national 

cohesion  

 
 

Principals 

No - 250 

Teachers 

No – 330 

S/N ITEMS X1 Sd X1 Sd Decision 

1 Non teaching of history as subject 

in secondary school makes 

student to be unpatriotic. 

2.62 1.26 2.52 1.02 Agreed 

2. Most of instrument materials used 

in school do not expose student to 

experience that will foster 

national values thereby making 

them alienated to their country. 

2.54 1.03 2.75 1.14 Agreed 

3. Serious shortage of languages, 

social studies and religion are 

instrumental to lack of cohesion 

and integration.  

2.55 1.02 2.60 1.03 Agreed 

4 Non uniformity of school 

curriculum across the nation.   

341 1.44 2.56 1.12 Agreed 

5 Government inability to draw 

teaching and non teaching staff 

from across the country & even 

outside the country to teach in the 

unity school affect national 

cohesion. 

245 1.03 225 1.14 Agreed 

6 Unity schools in states meant 

for fostering national cohesion are 

no longer living up to 

expectation.    

341 1.44 3.08 1.26 Agreed 

7 Lawlessness, indiscipline, 309 126 3.04 1.24 Agreed 
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corruption,  encountered in the 

society influences the ability of 

the students to internalize the 

values of nationalism, patriotism 

and national cohesion.  

8 Tribal war, insurgency, Boko 

haram, in the North, OPC in the 

West, IPOB at the East and Niger 

Delta militant  at the South are not 

a welcome development for 

national cohesion. 

249 1.11 2.60 1.12 Agreed 

 The Grand mean scores  2.80  2.68   

 

Data on table 2 indicates that item 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 had their 

weighted mean score above the cutoff score of 2.5 reading that both principal 

and teachers agreed that all were the challenges affecting the curriculum 

implementation of curriculum in secondary school. 

 

Table 3: Z-test summary of difference between the mean score of 

principal and teachers on the influence of curriculum implementation at 

the secondary school for national cohesion. 

 

  N X SD Zcal Zcrit Dif Level of 
Significant          

Result 

Principal  250 2.64 1.12 
     

    
1.12 -1.96 598 .05 Significant 

Teachers  350 2.86 1.20 
    

Reject 
 

Table 3 shows the mean standard deviation and z-test difference between 

principals and teachers on the influence of curriculum implementation in the 

secondary school on national cohesion. The observed z-calculated stood at -

2.12 while the z-critical table value stood at -1.76 with 598 degree of freedom 

at .05 level of significance. Since the calculated z- value is less than the critical 

z-value hence the hypothesis is rejected in favor of the alternative that there is 

significant difference between the response of principal and teachers on the 

influence of curriculum implementation in secondary school on national 

cohesion.  
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Table 4: Z-test summary of the different between the mean responses 

of principals and teachers on the challenges with curriculum 

implementation on national cohesion.  

Respondents  N X SD Zcal Zcrit Dif 
 

Dec 

Principals  250 2.83 1.20 
     

    
1. 63 1.96 598 0.05 Significant  

Teachers  350 2.68 1.13 
    

(rejected) 

  

Table 4 show the mean, standard deviation and z-test difference between the 

response of principals and teachers on the challenges encountered on the 

implementation of curriculum in secondary school. The observed z-calculated 

stood at 3.23 and z-critical value at 1.96 with 598 degree of freedom at .05 level 

of significances. Hence the null hypotheses were rejected in favour of the 

alternative that there is a significant difference in the response of principals and 

teachers on the challenges encountered in curriculum implementation. 

H02: There is no significant difference between the mean response of principal 

and teachers on the influence of curriculum implementation at the 

secondary school for national cohesion. 

 

Discussion of the Findings  

The analysis of research question one revealed that both principal and teachers 

agreed that non teaching of history, shortage of teachers, non uniformity of 

curriculum across the nation affect national cohesion. All these items are the 

national objective embedded in the curriculum that will enhance national 

cohesion. In line with Njengere (2014) that the role of curriculum is to identify 

the education purpose and organize them into goals, objectives, aims and 

learning outcomes. Moreover adequate implementation of curriculum at the 

secondary level of education means training students that will be properly 

equipped to face challenge and compete globally. Even Baker and Le Tendre 

(2005) pointed that beyond the curriculum document. Pedagogy also has a role 

to play in national cohesion and integration. They went ahead to explain that 

the use of teaching methods, like group work, collaborate learning, team work 

and other participatory and interactive approaches promote cohesion and 

integration. 
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The analysis in research question two revealed that principals and teachers 

agreed that all are challenges of curriculum implementation. Supporting the 

view of Alade (2011) that teachers inability to apply ICT in teaching, lack of 

facilities among others are problems of curriculum implementation. Mkpa 

(2005) on the other hand pointed out that Nigeria’’ it is only at the 

implementation stage that excellent curriculum plans and other educational 

policies are marred.  

 

Conclusion  

Curriculum is a pivot for national developmental advancement. Adequate 

implementation will engender national cohesion and equipped children with 

knowledge and skills to compete global challenges.  

 

Recommendations  

1. Curriculum planner should focus more on sciences, vocational education 

and training, mathematics etc. so as to create technical work.  

2. Government should encourage teachers in areas like staff development, 

incentive packages, training and retraining of curriculum implementers.  

3. Provision of material resources and fund to ensure adequate 

implementation.  
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