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Abstract 

  In the modern Muslim era, most of the Muslim 

world came under the influence or colonialcolonial 

domination of European powers. The nation States 

that emerged in the post-colonial era have adapted 

a variety of political and economic mode ls and they 

have been affected by secular and as well as 

religious trends. The terms 'Muslim World' and 

'Islamic World' commonly refer to the Islamic 

community (Ummah), consisting of all those who 

adhere to the religion of Islam, or to the societies 

where Islam is practice d. In the modern 

geographical sense, these terms refers to countries 

where Islam is widespread, although there are no 

agreed criteria for inclusion. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

In the name of Allah beneficent the merciful and the most merciful, all praise 

are due to almighty Allah, peace and blessings of Allah be upon His servant 

Muhammad (S.A.W) his households, companions and those that rightly follows 

their ways.  

In an attempt to come up with àthe emergence of modern Muslim states such as 

Pakistan, Palestine, and Iran. In first place, I will start by given what the Muslim 

state mean. 
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The term Muslim state is commonly refer to the Islamic state or community 

(Ummah), consisting of all those who adhere to the religion of Islam1, or to the 

societies where Islam is been practiced2. In modern sense, these terms refers to 

states where Islam is widespread, the term Muslim majority states is an 

alternative used for the former.  

The Islamic state has been articulated and promoted by ideologist such as Abul 

Ala Maududi, Ayotollah Ruhollah Khomeini, Israr Ahmed or Sayyid Qutb. 

Implementation of Shari’a (Islamic Law) plays an important role in modern 

theories of Islamic states, as it did in classical Islamic political theories. 

However, the modern theories also make use of notions that did not exist before 

the modern era.  

Today, many Muslim countries have incorporated Islamic law, wholly or in 

part, into their legal systems certain Muslim states have declared Islam to be 

their state of religion in their constitutions, but do not apply Islamic law in their 

courts, Islamic states which are not Islamic monarchies are usually referred to 

as Islamic republic.  

 

The Emergence of Islamic State: (Early Islamic Governments) 

The first Islamic state was the political entity established by the prophet 

Muhammad in Medina in the year 622 CE, under the constitution of Medina. It 

represented the political unity of Muslim Ummah. It was subsequently 

transformed into the caliphate by the prophet’s disciples who were known as 

the rightly guided caliphs (632 – 661CE). The Islamic state significantly 

expanded under sequently the Abbasid caliphate (661 – 750CE).  

 

The Essence of Islamic Government (State) 

The essence of guiding principles of an Islamic government or Islamic state, is 

the concept of ‘Al-shura’ various scholars have various understanding or 

thoughts, with regard to the concept ‘Al-shura’. However, most of the Muslim 

scholars are of the opinion that Islamic Shura should consist of:3  

i. Meeting or consultation, that follows the teaching of Islam 

ii. Consultation following the guidelines of the Qur’an and Sunnah 

iii. There is a leader elected among them to head the meeting. 

 
1 Malika, Z. (2009). Islamic world. Britannica Achieved p.5 
2 John, L. (2009). Preface. The Oxford Encyclopedia bof the Islamic World 
3 Fadzlina, N. (2007) principles of public Administration An Introduction. Kaula Lumpur p.24 
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iv. The discussion should be base on Mas’uliyyah and Mudhakarah. 

v. All members are given fair opportunity to voice out their opinions. 

vi. The issues should be of Maslahah or public interest. 

vii. The voice of the majority are accepted, provided it does not violate 

the teachings of Qur’an and Sunnah. 

 

Prophet Muhammad (SAW) himself respected the decision of the Shura 

members. He is the champion of the notion of Al-shura and this was illustrated 

by many historical events, such as in the battle of Khandaq (Battle of Treach) 

were the prophet (SAW) was faced with two decisions i.e to fight the invading 

non-Muslim Arab armies outside Medina or to wait until they enter into the city. 

After consultation with the companions, it was suggested by Salman that it 

would be better if the Muslim fought the non-Muslim Arabs within Medina by 

building a big ditch on the northern periphery of Medina to prevent the enemies 

from entering the city of Medina. This idea was later supported by the majority 

of the companions and there and then prophet approved it.  

 

The Modern Islamic State (Development of the Notion of Dawla) 

The Arabic word 'Dawla' drive from the root d-w-l meaning 'to turn', 'come 

around in a cyclical fashion'. Itsn the Qur’an; it is used to refers to the nature of 

human fortunes, alternating between victory and defeat. Q(3:140) this led the 

Arab writers to apply the word to succession of dynasties, particularly to the 

over throw of the Ummayyad dynasty by the Abbasid4. The first Abbasid 

caliphs themselves spoke of 'our dawla', in the sense of our 'our turn/time of 

success'5. As Abbasids maintained their power, the dynastic sense of Dawla 

become conflated with their dynastic rule6 and in later times a 'dawla' was used 

across the Islamic world as honorific title for rulers and high officials.7 

Like their Christians contemporaries, pre – modern Muslims did not generally 

conceive of the state as an abstract entity distinct from the individual or group 

who held political powers. The word Dawla and it derives began to acquire 

modern connotations in the Ottomon and Iran in the 16th and 17th century, the 

 
4  Sohail, H. (2004) Dawla. In Richard C. (Ed) Encyclopedia of Islam and the Muslim World Macmillan 
p. 89 
5 Ibid. pp 89 – 90  
6 Ibid 101 
7 Ibid 150 
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Arabic Dawla and Turkish devlat took on all the aspects of the modern notion 

of state, while Persian devlat can mean either state or government8 political 

science, before the twentieth century, Pakistani scholar of Islamic history 

Qamaruddin Khan9. Sohail H. Hashimi characterizes dalwa Islamist in 

writing.10 

Islamic theories of the modern notion state was first emerged as a reaction to 

the abolition of the Ottoman caliphate in 1924. It was also in this context that 

the famous dictum that Islam is both a religion and a state (Al-Islam din wa 

dawla) was first popularized.11  

The modern conceptualization of the Islam 'Islamic State' is attributed to Abul 

A’ala Maududi (1903 – 1979), a Pakistani Muslim theologian who founded the 

political party Jamaat-al-Islami and inspired other Islamic revolutionaries like 

Ayatollah Khomeini.12 Abul A’ala Maududi’s early political career was 

influenced greatly by anti – colonial agitation in India, especially after the 

Tumultuous abolition of the Ottoman caliphate in 1924 stroke anti – British 

sentiment.13 

The Islamic State was perceived as a ‘third way’ between the revival political 

system of democracy and socialism. ‘Maududi envisioned the ideal Islamic state 

as combining the democratic principles of concern for the poor14 religion in 

their constitution, but do not apply Islamic law in their courts. 

 

THE ISLAMIC STATE TODAY: 

Today many Muslim countries have incorporated Islamic Law in part, into their 

legal systems. Certain Muslim states have declared Islam to be their state which 

are not Islamic monarchies are usually referred to Islamic republic15 such as 

Islamic republic of Pakistan, Mauritania, Iran and Afghanistan. Pakistan 

 
8 Khan, Q. (1982). Political concept in the Qur’an. Lahore Islamic book foundation  
9 Ibid p.74 
10 Sohail L,H. (2004) Dawla.In Richard C. Martins (Ed) Encyclopedia of islam and Muslim world 
Macmillan reference p.55 
11 Hashemi, N. (2009) Islamic State. In John L. Esposito (ed), the oxford encyclopedia of Islamic world 
p.90 
12 Nasir S.V.R (1996). Maududi and the marketing of Islamic Revivalism Ch.4 Newyork, Oxford 
University p. 90 
13 Minault, G. (1982). The Khalifat movement. Newyork. Columbia University press p.27 
14 Khir, B.M (2004). The Islamic Quest for Socio-political Justice malden, M.A Blackwell Publishing, p. 
77 
15 Sohail L. H. (2004) Dawla. In Richard C. Martins (ed) Encyclopedia of Islam and Muslim world 
Macmillan references p. 55 
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adopted their title under the constitution of 1956. Mauritania adopted it on 

November 1958. Iran adopted it after the 1979 revolution that overthrows the 

Pahlavi dynasty. In Iran, the form of government is known as Guardianship of 

Islamic Jurists; Afghanistan was run as an Islamic (Islamic state of Afghanistan) 

in the post – communist era since 1992, but then defector by the Taliban 

(Islamic emirate of Afghanistan) in areas controlled by them since 1996 and 

after the 2001 overthrow of the Taliban the country is still known as the Islamic 

republic of Afghanistan: despite the similar name, the countries differ greatly in 

their government and laws.  

Pan – Islamism: is a form of religious nationalism within political Islam which 

advocates the unification of the Muslim world under a single Islamic state, often 

described as a Caliphate. The most famous, powerful and aggressive modern 

pan Islamic group that pursues the objective of unifying the Muslim world and 

establishing a worldwide caliphate is Wahabi, Salafi, Jihadist movement.  

Islamic state of Iraq and Libya. The Libyan interim constitutional declaration 

as of 3rd August 2011 declared Islam to be the official religion of Libya.  

Pakistan: Pakistan was created as separate state of Indian Muslim in British 

India in 1947, and followed the parliamentary form of democracy. In 1949, the 

first constituent assembly of Pakistan passed the objectives resolution which 

envisaged an official role of Islam as the state religion to make sure future law 

should not violate its basic teachings. On the whole, the state retained most of 

the laws that were inherited from British legal code that had been enforced by 

British since 19th century. In 1956, the elected parliament formally adopted the 

name Islamic Republic of Pakistan; declaring Islam as official religion.  

Iran: leading up to the Iranian revolution of  1976, many of the highest – 

ranking clergy in Shia sect of Islam held to the standard doctoring of the 

Imamate, which allows political rule only by prophet Muhammad or one of his 

true successors.  

They were opposed to creating an Islamic state. The contemporary theologians 

who were once part of the Iranian Revolution also became disenfranchise and 

critical of the unity of religion and state in the Islamic Republic of Iran, are 

advocating secularization of the state to preserve the purity of the Islamic 

faith.16 

 
16 Kurzman, C. (2001). Critics within; Islamic scholars; Protest against the Islamic state in Iran; 
international journal of politics, culture and society, Vol. 15, No. 2 winter pp. 225. 
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