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Abstract 

  This study determined the perceived effects of Youth 

Team in Action Supporting Community Initiated 

Development Organization (YOTASCID) – one of 

the most prominent rural based developments Non-

Governmental Organization (NGOs) – in the 

agrarian communities of ZangoKataf LGA, Kaduna 

State. The sampling technique employed in the 

study involved a purposive selection of five (5) 

villages in the Local Government Area. The second 

stage was random selection of 23 household heads 

from each village to make a sample size of 114 

household heads as respondents for Focus Group 

Discussion (FGD) and questionnaire 

administration for the study. Descriptive statistics 

such as means, percentages, and frequency 

distributions were used for data analysis. Results 

showed that 63% of the respondents were males, 

57% had secondary school education and 57% 

indicated farming as their major occupation. Also, 

69% and 48% of the respondents had received 

credit and fertilizer subsidy. The number of 

executed projects was lowest at Ramai-Daji and 

Madauchiand highest in Zonkwa. The most 
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important influence of the NGO’s activities as 

indicated were self- employment, increased farm 

output, increased pupils/student enrolment and 

availability of portable water; while the 

beneficiaries’ effect of timely access to farm inputs 

subsidy was low. The major problem encountered 

was low credit disbursement. It is concluded that 

YOTASCID’s intervention has brought about 

increased income generation and some measure of 

development in the agrarian communities. It is thus 

recommended that, for sustainability of activities of 

NGO’s as YOTASCID, there is need for partnership 

between governments at all tiers; the private sector, 

international donor, and  philanthropic 

organizations; towards making reasonable 

contributions toimprove the living standard of the 

people in the rural communities. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

There is a growing interest in the application of various development concepts 

aimed at achieving greater planning efficiency and ensuring better results 

especially as it relates to the rural farm families’ and rural populace of the 

developing world. However, rural economies in the “Third World” or 

developing countries have clearly demonstrated the failure of conventional 

economic theories and models at providing the basis for effective and realistic 

rural development programmes. Rural areas in developing countries are 

characterized by poverty, unemployment, unequal distribution of resources, 

acute shortage of social, physical and institutional infrastructure, increasing 

rural-urban drift and the general marginalization of rural resources (Williams, 

1998).Without doubt, it’s been argued that for agricultural project monitoring 

and management for service delivery to be successful, the citizenry must be 

involved in the project initiation and implementation processes; and should also 

be carried along in its monitoring and evaluation exercise (Sambo, 2002).In this 

regard, the participation of the rural farm families’ is therefore, considered a 

powerful instrument for meeting this needs. It is therefore importance to note 

that one of the enduring heritages of traditional African societies is their 
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involvement in community development through self-help; which has been the 

indigenous mechanism and technique developed and employed by the people to 

identify their pressing needs. (Ijere, 1992). Today, many people have 

constituted themselves into development associations, farmers co-operatives, 

cultural unions, Non-Governmental Organizations(NGOs),and Community  

Based Organizations (CBOs) with the aim of mobilizing resources to improve 

their social, economic and cultural conditions (Yahaya, 2005).In order to 

address these problems and ensure improved living standards for rural people, 

government  and international organizations are intensifying efforts in the 

search for better alternative development strategies which would evolve in the 

rural areas . (Ijere, 1992). 

In this regard, Youth Team in Action Supporting Community Initiated 

Development (YOTASCID) is a rural based development non-governmental 

organization, which is involved in rural development programmes. YOTASCID 

established in May 1999, in partnership with Action Aid, an international NGO. 

The overall objective is to eradicate poverty through enlightenment execution 

of community development  projects (Magaji, 2008). Indeed, there have been 

stagnant levels of development in Nigeria, especially in the rural and semi-rural 

areas. Although the Nigerian government in the past has made various efforts 

in transforming the rural areas through various policies and programmes, most 

of the efforts failed due to the “top-down” policy in which developmental  

programmes are forced on people regardless of their own say or their felt needs 

(Ijere, 1992). Thus NGOs serves as a forum where people in a community come 

together to discuss some of their felt needs - needs that they have in common- 

for the benefit of their community.  Despite the existence of these NGOs such 

as ECWA Rural Development Programme, Children Foundation, Anglican 

Agricultural Programme, UNICEF, and  IFAD in these communities, it is 

however not clear whether the contributions of these NGOs, have made any 

significant impact on them. This study was therefore aimed at evaluating the 

perceived effects of YOTASCID activities in Zangon Kataf Local Government 

Area of Kaduna State, Nigeria. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

The study was conducted in Zangon–Kataf Local Government Area of Kaduna 

State, Nigeria. Kaduna state is in the North-West zone of Nigeria. It has 23 

Local Government Areas. Zangon – Kataf Local Government Area, being one 
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among the 23 councils, has its headquarters in Zonkwa. It is about 250 

kilometers South-East of Kaduna town.  It lies between latitudes 090 30”N and 

100  8”N and longitudes 070 27”E and 080 30”E. Zangon– Kataf Local 

Government Area had  an estimated population of 316, 370, based on the NPC, 

2006  report. The people are predominantly Christians. The major tribes and/ or 

languages spoken in the area include the Bajjus, Atiyabs, Ikulus and Kamanton 

among others. The predominant pre-occupation etc. The embark on small, 

medium and large-scale livestock production such as rearing of chickens, ducks, 

goats, sheep and pigs as well as the marketing of these produce.( Chikwendo, 

2005) 

 

Sampling Technique 

For this study, multistage sampling technique was used to select the study area 

and sample size.  Five beneficiary villages were purposively selected out of the 

LGA based on the level of participation  and  YOTASCID activities in the 

communities. These villages are:  Zonkwa,  Madauchi, Ramai-Daji, Katsit-Daji 

and Afana. Ten (10%) of the total population of each Household Heads of the 

beneficiaries was randomly selected from each of the five benefiting villages  

as respondents for data collection. In all, a total of 114 respondents was used 

for the study.  

 

Method of Data Collection  

In all, questionnaire and Focus Group Discussion (FGD) were used for data 

collection for the study. The questionnaire was used to obtain information 

relating tosocio-economic characteristics of YOTASCID beneficiary 

communities( gender, educational level, occupation, credit source. While FGD 

was used to illicit information regarding to vocational skill training, farm input 

subsidy and social infrastructure. 

 

Method of Data Analysis 

Descriptive statistics such as measures of dispersion, mean, percentages, 

frequency distribution was used for data analysis. 

 

Results and Discussion 

Socio-Economic Characteristics Of Beneficiary Communities 

Table 1 shows that 63% were males and about 57% had secondary education as 

their highest educational background, the findings also shows that 57% of the 
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beneficiary’s  communities took farming as their major occupation and sourced 

their credit from NGOs. The higher percentage of males could be attributed to 

the fact that males participate more in community development projects than 

the females counterparts. This finding is in conformity with that of Ejembi 

(2011) that agriculture and rural development related activities were the 

exclusive preserve of male members of the rural community.On the other hand, 

the communities’ occupational distribution is in agreement with their rural 

orientation. With doubt, most of the rural dwellers are farmers and have farming 

as their major occupation and all other engagements are secondary. 

Furthermore, the result of the study showed that majority of the communities 

had access to credit from NGOs. Credit, in this study, is a source of capital, 

which is needed to acquire and develop the farm enterprise. Therefore, the 

option of sourcing and acquiring credit facility from the NGO’s could be 

attributed to the respondent’s high awareness of the advantage of obtaining 

loans at low or no interest rates. This finding is in agreement with Akpokoet 

al(1998). Who noted that NGOs, CBOs/CDAs provision of credit facilities to 

various communities empowered them to participate in agricultural activities. 

This process therefore improves the welfare of rural farm families 

‘communities. Similarly, the findings reveals that (57%)  had attained literacy 

level up to secondary education while 9% acquired adult education. This means 

that most of the beneficiaries had attained an appreciable level of education; and 

the importance of this cannot be over emphasized. Indeed, the , the United 

Nations Development Project -UNDP (2012) had highlighted the fact that 

women, men and youth were potent agents in development in many rural 

communities and the more educated they are, the better positioned they are to 

be able to positively modify other people’s behaviors, or contribute to the 

development if their areas.which reported that  women, men and youths were 

potent agents in development in many rural communities and the more educated 

they are, the better positioned they are to be able to positively modify other  

people’s  behaviors, or contribute to the development of their areas. 

 

Table 1: Distribution of Beneficiary Communities Based on their Socio-

economic  Characteristics (n = 114) 

Socioeconomic Characteristics  of  Beneficiary  
Communities. 

Frequency  % 

Gender:    

Male 72 63.0 

Female  42 37.0 

Educational Qualification:   

Adult education 10   9.0 
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Primary education 21 18.0 
Secondary education 65 57.0 

Tertiary education  18 16.0 

Occupation: 
Farming 

 

65 

 

57.0 
Carpentry 04   4.0 

civil service 35 31.0 
motor mechanic 10    8.0 

Credit source:   

NGOs 65 57.0 

Self 30 26.0 
Friends 10   9.0 

Banks 02   2.0 
Relatives 03   3.0 

Co-operatives 04   3.0 
 

Provision of Social Infrastructures to Respondent Communities. 

The findings on social infrastructure is presented in Table 2. Using a numbering 

scale, result showed that Zonkwa community is provided with one secondary 

school, one primary school, a computer training school, vocational training 

centre, three functional boreholes and a health-care centre, while Madauchi 

community had a primary school, a  healthcare centre,  a five kilometer feeder 

road and two boreholes. Ramai-Daji community was provided with a primary 

school, a healthcare centre and two boreholes whereas Afana community was 

provided with two primary schools, a healthcare clinic and two boreholes. 

Furthermore, Katsit-Daji is also provided with two schools, a health-care centre 

and two boreholes. 

In this regard, Zonkwa community had more schools and boreholds; a computer 

training school and vocational training centre more than the rest communities. 

This finding can be partly explained by the fact it was similarly observed that 

the Norwegian Church Agricultural ReRelief Project (NORCARP) an NGO, 

contributed greatly to the improvement of social infrastructural development 

(water supply, agricultural input, healthcare facilities, education) which 

generally improves the living standard ofrural farm families’ inAbakaliki area 

of Eboyi State.( Obibuaku,1983). 
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Table 2: Distribution of Social Infrastructure Provided to Respondent  

Communities 

  

Infrastructure 

 

Zonkwa 

 

Madauchi 

 

Remai-

Daji 

 

Afana 

 

KatsitDaji 

 

Total 

 

School 

 

3 

 

1 

 

1 

 

2 

 

2 

 

09 

Health Care 

centre 

1 1 1 1 1 05 

Computer 

training 

school 

1 - - - - 01 

Vocational 

training 

centre 

1 - - - - 01 

Borehole 3 2 2 2 2 11 

Road - 1 - - - 01 

Total 9 5 4 5 5 28 

 

Influence of  YOTASCID Activities  on Respondent Communities. 

The data in Table 3 show that majority of beneficiaries (38%  and 35%) acquired 

computer and food processing skills respectively. The remaining (13%, 9%, 3% 

and 2%) acquired various skills ranging from soap making, tailoring, carpentry 

and motor-cycle repairs respectively. This was all made possible as a result of 

the provision of vocational skill centers by YOTASCID.  In addition, (69%)  of 

the respondents received credit of (N10,000 and N19,000) while onlyonly(1%) 

of the beneficiaries received credit of (N60,000) and/ or more. Also of note is 

the fact that (48%) of respondents benefited from fertilizer subsidy alone; while 

(2%) of the respondents received both fertilizer and agrochemicals. This 

findings is in conformity with Buckey (1992), who identified two reasons why 

non-governmental, community based-organizations and indigenous 

associations are important. The first is that they facilitate access of the rural 

poor to available services as well as input for rural development. Secondly, they 

provide the structure through which rural farm families’ can influence the 

direction of development.  
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Table 3: Distribution of Respondents Based on the Vocational Skill, 

CreditFacilities and Farm Input Subsidy (n=114) 

 

Respondents’ Perception of the Influence of YOTASCID Activities in the 

Study Area. 

To evaluate  beneficiaries’ perception of the effect of YOTASCID activities on 

Socio-economic development of rural dwellers in the study area, the 

beneficiaries were asked to rate some perceived effect of YOTASCID activities 

using  a 5 point  likert-type scale of Strongly Agree =5; Agree = 4; Undecided 

= 3; Disagree = 2; Strongly Disagree = 1. The total value on the likert-type scale 

summed up to 15. This figure was subsequently divided by five to get a mean 

score of 3.0. The beneficiaries mean scores were obtained for each response 

item such that one higher or equal to 3.0 was regarded as a very important effect 

on the livelihood of the beneficiaries in the study area. Mean scores below 3.0 

Activities  Frequency % 

Vocational Skill   

Soap making 15 13.0 

Computer literacy  44 38.0 

Food processing  40 35.0 

Tailoring 10 9.0 

Motor-cycle  repairer 02 2.0 

Carpentry 03 3.0 

Credit facilities    

N 10,000 - N 19,000 79 69.0 

N 20,000 - N 29,000 27 24.0 

N 30000 - N 39000 06 5.0 

N 40,000 - N 49,000 01 1.0 

N 50,000 - N 59,000 00 0.0 

N 60,000 and above 01 1.0 

Farm Input Subsidy:    

Fertilizer 55 48.0 

Seed 17 15.0 

Agro-chemicals 17 15.0 

Fertilizer and seed 19 17.0 

Fertilizer and Agro chemicals 02 2.0 

Seed and Agro chemicals 04 4.0 
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were regarded as indicative of a fair or negative effect on the livelihood of the 

beneficiaries. 

As regard to the perceived effect of activities on beneficiary  communities’  

livelihood,  it was found that there were some important effects of YOTASCID 

activities  as perceived by the beneficiaries. These include, self employment ( x  

= 3.96),  increase in vaccination for children ( x = 3.95),increase in farm 

production output ( x 3.90), increase in pupil’s/students’ enrolment  ( x = 3.90)  

and available source of portable water ( x =3.90) . However there was low effect 

of farm input by majority of rural farm families in the study area, the mean score 

indicate  ( x = 2.50)  This may be as a result of inadequate provision of these 

inputs by the NGO. The result of the measure of the dispersion (3.75) of the 

activities and its effect on the livelihood of the rural farm families was greater 

than the cut-up point of 3.0. This is an indication that there was a significant 

effect of YOTASCID activities on its rural farm families.  

 

Table 4: Mean Distribution of Respondents’ Perception of the Influenceof 

YOTASCID Activities onBeneficiary’s Communities. 

Perceived Effect of YOTASCID Activities  Weighted 

Score 

Mean 

Score 

% 

Perceived effect of boreholes 2073 3.63  

Available source of portable water 445 3.90 78 

Available water for domestic use 439 3.85 77 

Ease Transportation distance to sources of 

water 

433 3.80 76 

Available water for irrigation of crops 316 2.77 55 

Employment of youth 440 3.85 77 

Perceived effect of schools 1767 3.68  

Increase in pupils/students enrolments 445 3.90 78 

The Ease up in long distance trekking 441 3.87 77 

Improved  moral behavior among 

pupil/students 

441 3.80 76 

Improved  personal hygiene among 

pupils/students 

440 3.85 77 

Perceived effect of Health care centers 2523 3.68  

Free Medical care 326 2.85 57 
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Improved family hygiene 437 3.84 77 

Increase vaccination for children 451 3.95 79 

Increase Ante-natal care for pregnant 

women 

434 3.80 76 

Increase  access to mosquitoes  434 3.80 76 

Care for HIV/AIDS Victims 441 3.87 77 

Perceived effect of credit facilities 1574 3.45  

Increase in farm production output 445 3.90 78 

More farms for production 425 3.74 75 

Timely access to loan for agricultural 

production 

423 3.71 74 

Marry more wives 272 2.39 48 

Perceived effect of farm input subsidy 546 2.50  

Timely access to farm input subsidy 296 1.84 18 

Enhance farm productivity 102 5.35 53 

Farmers participation in farming 80 6.8 68 

Incentive to farmers to produce 70 7.8 70 

Perceived effect of vocational skills 2204 3.68  

Self employment 452 3.96 79 

Minimize crime 434 3.81 76 

Increased income  434 3.81 76 

Improvement in farm productivity 437 3.83 77 

Minimize rural-urban drift 447 3.92 78 

 

Constraints encountered by Beneficiaries in Accessing YOTASCID 

Activities 

Table 5.presents the constraints encountered by beneficiaries in accessing 

YOTASCID activities. Result shows that majority (48%) of the beneficiaries 

agreed that there was low credit disbursement; while (32%) of them also 

believed that few number of social infrastructure were distributed. Yet, (20%) 

inadequate vocational training centres was among the constraints encountered 

in accessing activities of YOTASCID. This findings is in line with the 

observation of Akpabio (2007), who highlighted the problems affecting 

beneficiaries’ participation in NGO’s activities in rural communities to include 

among others: Inadequate credit facilities and poor utilization of credit advances 

resulting to poor loan repayment levels. 



 

Page 167                                                                  IJASD Vol. 20 (2) 2020 ISSN – 2218-8777 

 
 

 

Table 5: Distribution base on the problems encounter by Beneficiaries in 

Accessing of YOTASCID activities  (n = 114) 

Problems Frequency           % 

Low credit disbursement       55                   48 

Low distribution of social infrastructure       36                   32 

Shortage of vocational training centres       23                   20  

Total 100 

 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

From the result of this study, it can be concluded that  majority of the 

respondents of beneficiary communitiesare predominantly farmers who sourced 

their credit facilities largely from NGOs other than from government and 

commercial institutions.Indeed, the  study indicated that  beneficiary 

communities were provided with some infrastructural facilities; Zonkwa 

community was found to benefit more from the infrastructural facilities put in 

place. YOTASCID’s  provision of social infrastructure has brought about 

increased available source of portable water, increased vaccination for children, 

increased pupil’s/students school enrolment, increased farm production output, 

self-employment and increased income generation in study area; though, ther 

was low timely access to credit for agricultural production. 

 

Recommendation 

For sustainability of YOTASCID and indeed other NGO’s activities in these 

communities and its extension to other  Local Government Areas of the state, 

there is  need for governments at all levels, the private sector, international 

donor, and philanthropic organization to partner with each other and contribute 

towards the  improvement of  the  living standard of the rural farm families 

communities and the world all over. 
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