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ABSTRACT 

Academic writing in Nigeria is fraught with a lot of 

grammatical errors which brings backward to 

education specifically at tertiary institutions level. 

This paper is concerned with the use of English 

quantifiers in academic writing with particular 

emphasis on the use of many using NCE1 students 

of the federal college of education, Kano as the case 

study. The paper attempts to highlights the 

problems that arise due to incorrect use of 

quantifiers as well as identifying the causes of 

difficulties in the use of English quantifiers by some 

NCE1 students. To achieve this objective, the data 

was collected through sentence writing test by 

testing the students’ use of quantifiers, using only 

one quantifier as the variable of the study, which is 

many. In analysing the data, the sentence writing 

tests are analysed item by item and the scores of the 

correct responses as well as the wrong responses 

are converted into percentage forms. The findings 

revealed that the students have difficulty in 

remembering and grasping the grammatical 

restrictions that control the use of English 

quantifiers specifically many; mother tongue also 

affect the use of quantifiers by some NCE1 students 

to the extent that they use one word to represent 

about three or four English quantifiers. The causes 
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of difficulty in use of English quantifiers by the 

students are attributed to poor background and 

inadequate use of English language and 

quantifiers, because we cannot use quantifiers 

alone and get the desired meaning without putting 

them in a sentence. 

 

 

Introduction 

Language is a crucial factor in the life of the human society; and without it, a 

society is Incomplete. It is the vehicle with which the society moves. When we 

talk on aspects of language, a fair number of topics are mentioned: ‘discourse’, 

‘vocabulary’, ‘reading’, ‘speaking’, ‘communication’ and ‘grammar’. There is 

something distinctly familiar about grammar. Linguists have been studying it 

for centuries and it remains an object of learning for countless school children 

the world over. It is an integral part of the language we use in everyday 

communication. In fact grammar is part of discourse, an essential feature of 

reading and speaking, and is difficult to separate in any clear-cut way from 

vocabulary. Crucially effective communication in a language would be 

seriously impaired without an ability to put grammar to use in a variety of 

situations.  Whichever way we look at a language, it is important to note that it 

has some rules guiding its use so as to ensure grammaticality and acceptability. 

(Harmer 2003). This paper focuses on only one aspect of language, which is, 

grammar. 

Grammar is an integral part of language, so that the more we can find out about 

how grammar is used and learned, the better we will be to teach effectively. As 

such, this paper seeks to investigate why, where and how students misuse 

quantifiers in their writing in order to explain the incorrect use of English 

quantifiers at tertiary institutions in Nigeria. And also, study the problems that 

arise due to incorrect use of quantifiers. However, this paper limits itself to only 

NCE1 students of Federal College of Education, Kano. The college has different 

schools but the focus of this research is on the School of Languages, 

specifically, the Department of English Language. The research will 

concentrate only on the writing of the students. Although English quantifiers 

contain a number of items, the study has therefore focused on just one of them 

to enhance proper analysis in relation to their standard usage. 

It is important to note that English quantifiers are important parts of grammar 

that is why when learners do not know or do not notice quantifiers; it leads to 
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misunderstanding between speakers and listeners. The fact is that it is relatively 

easy for learners to learn the meaning of quantifiers, but more difficult for them 

to grasp and remember the grammatical restrictions that control their use. Thus, 

it becomes imperative to identify the causes of difficulties in the use of English 

quantifiers by some NCE1 students, expose the problems that arise due to 

incorrect use of English quantifiers and explain them. 

According to Richard (2005) Standard English, also known as standard written 

English is the form of English most widely accepted as being clear and proper. 

Publishers, writers, Educators, and others have over the years developed a 

consensus of what constitute Standard English. Standard English includes word 

choice, word order, punctuation and spelling. He adds that Standard English is 

especially helpful when writing because it maintains a fairly uniform standard 

of communication which can be understood by all speakers and users of English 

regardless of differences in dialect, pronunciation, and usage. This is why it is 

sometimes called standard written English. There are a few minor differences 

between standard usage in England and United States, but their differences do 

not significantly affect communication in the English language. As Harmer 

(2003) puts it, the grammar of language is the description of the ways in which 

words can change their forms and can be combined into sentences in that 

language. If grammar rules are to be carelessly violated, effective 

communication may suffer, although creating a good grammar rule is extremely 

difficult. Linguists investigating the native speaker speech and writing have 

over the years devised the various different systems to describe how the 

language works. He also believes that when people complain about ‘incorrect’ 

grammar, what they usually have in mind is the grammar of non-standard 

dialect. This differs in some respect from the grammar of standard language. 

Using non-standard grammar in a social situation with standard speakers is in 

part like wearing the wrong kind of clothes to a formal social function; both 

may be described as in some sense ‘incorrect’, and the yard-stick of correctness 

in both cases is a matter of convention. But we have conscious control over the 

choice of our clothes, whereas speaking ones native language comes quite 

automatically, so to stigmatise the use of non-standard grammar as ‘incorrect’ 

is to intrude on a more private aspect of behaviour. Therefore, once we know 

the grammatical rules of a language subconsciously, we are in a position to 

create an infinite number of sentences. However, while some rules are fairly 

straight-forward, others seem to be horribly complex, and some grammatical 

patterning seems to have escaped perfect description so far. Grammar is of 

different categories among which English quantifiers are included. 
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Quantifiers in Nigerian Usage 

Jowitt (2008) opines that the study of varieties of language, a branch of 

sociolinguistics, has in general grown rapidly in recent decades, he adds that 

variety is defined by Hudson (1996) as ‘a set of linguistic items with similar 

social distribution’. In using the quantifiers some Nigerian learners use 

reduplication. Kachru (1982) has noted that the reduplication of items belongs 

to various word classes. For instance, some English words are often 

reduplicated or repeated consecutively, either for emphasis, pluralisation, or to 

create new meanings. Bobda (1994) has rightly identified three categories of 

words, which generally undergo the process of reduplication: numerals, 

intensifiers and quantifiers. And as Igboanusi (2006) has observed, while the 

occurrence of a second numeral denotes 'each' (as in one-one, half-half), the 

reduplication of an intensifier or a quantifier may be for emphasis (as in many-

many, now-now, before-before, fast-fast, fine-fine, slowly-slowly) or for 

pluralisation  (as in big-big, small-small): 

a) I visited my friend's campus and I saw many fine-fine girls ('I visited my 

friend's campus and I saw several fine girls'). 

b) Give me half-half bag of rice and beans (‘give me half bag each of rice 

and beans').  

c) We were asked to pay one-one hundred Naira as fine for contravening 

the environmental sanitation law (‘we were asked to pay one hundred 

Naira each as fine for contravening the environmental sanitation law'). 

d) You put it small-small (‘it is put little by little').  

e) He claims not to have money and yet he's busy building big-big houses 

all over the city ('He claims not to have money and yet he's busy building 

several big houses all over the city').  

f) Many-many speak English (‘the majority of the people speak English').   

 

Quantifiers in Standard English Usage 

Leach and Svartvik ( in Fakuade 2007) define determiners as the words which 

specify the range of a noun in various way e.g. by making it definite (the boy) 

indefinite (a boy), or by indicating quantity (many boys). In his view, 

determiners always occur before (though not necessarily immediately before) 

the noun they modify. But not any determiner can occur before any noun. They 

add that there are three classes of common nouns relevant to the choice of 

determiners: they are singular count nouns (e.g bottle), plural count nouns (e.g 

bottles), and non-count nouns (e.g food and joy). Proper nouns normally take 

no determiner. Kirkpatrick (2007) explains determiner as a word that is used in 

http://encyclopedia2.thefreedictionary.com/numeral
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/intensifier
http://encyclopedia2.thefreedictionary.com/quantifier
http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/Rice+and+beans
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front of a noun or pronoun to give some information about it.  He adds that, 

formally, determiners were classified as adjectives. However, because, unlike 

adjectives, determiners do not, strictly describe a noun or pronoun, the modern 

grammatical practice is to draw a distinction between them. He categorised 

determiner as: definite and indefinite article, demonstrative determiner, 

possessive determiner, indefinite determiner and number determiner. He further 

called quantifiers indefinite determiners or general determiners that are used to 

qualify nouns or pronouns when talking about people or things in a general or 

indefinite way. Halliday (2004) discusses quantifiers in brief. He calls 

quantifiers deictic and he divides them into two: the specific deictic and non-

specific deictic. The specific deictic are demonstrative and possessive 

determiners or embedded nominal groups. E.g.: the, those, his, her, whose and 

the chiefs. While non-specific deictic are total or partial determiners. They 

convey the sense of all, or none, or some sort of unspecified sub-set; e.g.: a/an, 

one, and each. Non-specific determiners are used to introduce the discourse 

referent of the thing and the specific determiners are used to track this referent 

in the text. 

Mardan (2010) shares the same view with Harston and Ruszkiewicz (1996) and 

therefore describe articles, determiners and quantifiers as those little words 

that precede and modify nouns. Sometimes these words will tell the reader or 

listener whether they were referring to a specific or general thing. They assume 

that, the choice of the proper article or determiner to precede a noun or noun 

phrase is usually not a problem for writers who have grown up speaking, nor is 

it a serious problem for non-native writers whose first language is a romance 

language such as Spanish. For other writers, though, these can be a considerable 

obstacle on the way to their mastery of English. In fact, students from eastern 

European countries where their native language has either no articles or an 

altogether different system of choosing articles and determiners – find that these 

‘’little words’’ can create problems long after every other aspect of English has 

been mastered. Loos (2004) posits that, a determiner is a word or affix that 

belongs to a class of noun modifiers that expresses the referent, including 

quantity, of a noun: (All these houses). He adds that the categories of determiner 

are: What is an article? What is a demonstrative? What is a quantifier? And the 

generic kind of determiner is: What is a word? Oliver (2008) is of the view that 

because non-count nouns in English do not have plurals and cannot be counted 

in the normal way, quantifiers are often used as a way of measuring them. 

Parrot (2003) states that quantifiers, like articles, belong to the wider class of 

’‘determiners’’ that is words or phrases that come at the beginning of a noun 
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phrase and signal whether the information is new or familiar, or in the case of 

quantifiers which tell us something about quantity. 

He further states that quantifiers are used at the beginning of noun phrases, that 

is, before noun: Some thoughts. Before adjectives and placing nouns after them: 

Many enterprising people. Before adverbs and placing adjectives and nouns 

after them: Any very good ideas. He also suggests that we can use noun phrases 

in a variety of sentence positions. According to him whether the main noun in 

the noun phrase is countable (singular or plural) or non-count limits our choice 

of quantifiers: Singular nouns: another book. Plural nouns: a few drinks. Non-

count nouns: a little interest.  

McArthur (1992) is of the view that a quantifier originates from the word 

‘quantity’ (20c: and took a suffix- er as in modifier). He portrays it as a category 

of determiners or pronouns used to express quantity. Most quantifiers have a 

limited distribution that depends on the countability of the nouns they relate to. 

Many, a few, few and several relate to plural count nouns: Many newspapers, 

a few drinks, few people, and several men. Much, a little, and little relate to 

non-count nouns: Much confusion, a little information, and little news. 

Enough, some and any relate to both count and non-count nouns: Enough 

newspapers, some help, any houses. While on the other hand Quirk, 

Greenbaum, Leech and Svartvik, (1985) put forward a different view from other 

grammarians who regard quantifiers as determiners. They provide a list of some 

quantifiers but rather call them quantitative determiners. However, they portray 

determiners as the kind of reference a particular noun phrase has to depend on 

it is determinative element. This function is typically realised by a set of closed-

class items or determiners, which occur before the noun acting as the head of 

the noun phrase or before its premodifiers. Thus we say the noun phrase in (a) 

has indefinite reference, whereas the noun phrase in (b) has definite reference: 

➢ Have you seen {a bicycle (a) / the bicycle? (b) 

 

METHODOLOGY 

The total population of one hundred (100) NCE1 students who are studying 

English as their teaching subject is taken. The sampling is based on Morgan and 

Kreycie (1971). The students who responded to the sentence writing tests are 

picked randomly. Seventy eight (78) sentence writing test papers are distributed 

and all the (78) are retrieved. The data was based on (78) respondents who 

returned their papers. The distribution of sentence writing tests papers fairly 

covers all the NCE1 Students. However, Data are collected through the use of 

sentence writing test. Research assistants from the Federal College of 
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Education, Kano are used in distributing the sentence writing test papers. 

English period of two hours was used to conduct the test under examination 

condition, after which all the scripts are collected and analysed. 

 

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 

The writings of the NCE1 students of the Federal College of Education, Kano 

are used for analysis with particular emphasis on the use of quantifier many in 

the sentence writing test. The tests are analysed item by item and the correct 

responses as well as wrong ones are converted into percentages.  

 

 Responses to the Sentence Writing Test 

QUANTIFIER FIRST SENTENCE 78 RESPONDENTS SECOND SENTENCE 78 RESPONDENTS 

CORRECT WRONG CORRECT WRONG 

MANY 46          59% 24     31%   27         35% 20         26% 

 

Analysis of Responses to the Sentence Writing Test 

 In the use of the quantifier many, the seventy eight respondents are to write 

156 sentences. That is seventy eight sentences as the first sentence and seventy 

eight sentences as the second sentence making 156 sentences.  The table above 

reveals that in the use of quantifier many for first sentences, forty six (46) 

respondents used the quantifier many correctly which gives 59% of the score, 

whereas twenty four (24) respondents used the quantifier many wrongly and it 

gives 31% of the score. In the use of many for the second sentences twenty 

seven (27) respondents used the quantifier many correctly and it gives 35% of 

the score and twenty (20) respondents used the quantifier many wrongly which 

gives 26% of the score. This result reveals that the NCE1 students used the 

quantifier many close to Standard English for both first and the second 

sentences. 

 

Responses to the Sentence Writing Test (Blank Space) 

QUANTIFIER FIRST SENTENCE 78 RESPONDENTS SECOND SENTENCE 78 RESPONDENTS 

MANY: BLANK SPACE 8                            10% 31                        40% 

 

Analysis of Response to the Sentence Writing Test (Blank space) 

The table reveals that in the use of many for sentence writing test in relation to 

blank space eight (8) respondents leave the space blank for first sentences 
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giving 10% of the score and thirty one (31) respondents leave the space blank 

for second sentences giving 40% of the score.  

 

DISCUSSION 

The kind of English the NCE1 students of the Federal College of Education, 

Kano write can be best described as standard, but they deviate from the correct 

usage in some instances. These may be as a result of poor background, lack of 

practice and lack of concentration from the student’s side. Below are some of 

the extracts from the student’s sentence writing test both the correct and wrong 

sentences: 

 

Wrong sentences 

MANY: 

A. * Many many people go to bank and withdraw money in many time. 

B. * Many people travel to some other countries to Nigeria for the good 

environment of the country. 

C. * There is many this to say about the school. 

D. * I passing so many examination. 

E. * Many will are so many in the room. 

F. * The children how many in the class room. 

G. * How many in the time. 

 

In extract (A) the use of many twice signifies incorrect usage. This usage 

exposes that the respondents use many twice to show emphasis. This can be 

partially attributed to interference. In extract (B) many people travel to some 

other countries to Nigeria. The use of quantifier many is confused. It would 

have been more appropriate if the respondents have used the quantifier a lot of 

instead of many: a lot of people travel to different countries, by replacing many 

with a lot of and Placing adjective in place of the quantifier other. In the extract 

(C) and (D) many was used wrongly as it was placed at the position it should 

not have been: There is many this to say about the school. Many is used instead 

of a lot of and the use of demonstrative pronoun after the quantifier many 

rendered the sentence incorrect. Instead the sentence should have been: there is 

a lot to say about the school. In extract (D) I passing so many examinations 

should have been: I passed so many examinations. Parrot (2000) portrays that, 

after so, many are used before count nouns, here the use of so many is correct, 

but the use of present tense in place of past tense is what rendered the sentence 
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incorrect. Therefore, in the above extracts for wrong sentences it is evident that 

the quantifier many was wrongly used. 

However, in other uses of English quantifier many, some of the NCE1 

respondents displayed greater performance. The following extracts will best 

explain this: 

 

Correct Sentences 

MANY: 

A. Many students are absent. 

B. There are many people in the class. 

C. There are many cars in Kano. 

D. Many people think speaking English language is easy. 

E. I have many brothers and sisters. 

F. We are many in our class. 

G. There are so many materials in the library. 

H. Many people were around. 

I. He bought many books in the market. 

J. There are many girls in my class. 

 

In the above extracts, it is evident that the quantifier many was correctly used. 

The above extracts revealed the performance of some of the NCE1 respondents 

of the Federal College of Education, Kano in the use of English quantifiers. 

Therefore, the result of the use of English quantifier many by NCE1 respondents 

revealed that 75% of the respondents used quantifier many correctly in their 

writings and show that proper understanding of quantifiers enhances correct 

usage, whereas 15% of the respondents used the quantifier many wrongly. This 

is probably as a result of poor grasp of the English quantifiers. As was shown 

in the extracts above the result revealed that those with the above average 

percentage are the ones that used quantifiers correctly, because they have proper 

understanding of English quantifiers. This may be as a result of good 

background, adequate use of English language and proper grasp of English 

quantifiers. On the other hand, the respondents with below average percentage 

used the quantifier many wrongly in their writings. This may be as a result of 

poor background, lack of practice from the student’s side and mother tongue 

interference because all the wrong responses shows that, the students translate 

quantifiers directly as they are in their mother tongue. 
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CONCLUSION 

This study has attempted to look at how the NCE1 students of the Federal 

College of Education, Kano used quantifiers in their writing. As such quantifiers 

were studied against the backdrop of Standard English quantifiers. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

➢ Test, class work and assignments should be given to the students 

regularly in order to improve their understanding of the use of quantifiers 

and effective teaching should be encouraged by way of regular 

supervision. 

➢ Teachers should try to differentiate the different quantifiers to students 

and try to make students to remember and grasp the grammatical 

restrictions that control the use of English quantifiers. 

➢ The students should try as much as they can to concentrate immensely 

for their studies in order to have adequate knowledge and competence in 

the use of English language. 
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