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Abstract 

ducation is widely accepted as a major 

instrument for promoting socio-

economic pollical and national 

development in West Africa. Education is basic 

human right. Like all human rights, it is universal 

and inalienable-everyone regardless of gender, 

religion, ethnicity or economic status, is entitled 

to it. Yet in most countries in the West African 

sub-region, access and quality education is not 

fully obtainable. This Paper focusses on how 

resources can be mobilized and managed for 

access and quality education in West African 

states by discussing the need for resource 

mobilization and management for access and 

quality education in 

West Africa which 

includes attainment of 

Education For All goals, 

Increase in Gross 

National Product, 

Poverty Eradication and 

general development of 

the continent in general 

and Sub-region in 

particular, access to 

basic education in West 

Africa. Challenges facing 

the mobilization and 

management of 

resources, including 

corruption in the 

education sector and 

exponential population 

growth which has put 

serious pressure on 

available resources were 
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discussed. The paper recommends that, there is 

need for adequate funding to education sector 

according to international bench mark of 26% 

percent by UNESCO , and also measures to be 

taken for combating 

corruption in countries 

in West African sub-

region.

 

Introduction  

he West African area is subject to substantial migration 

movements. According to the most recent estimates, between 2% 

and 3% of the West African population is involved in mobility -more 

than 8.66 million individuals. These migrations play a role in demographic 

regulation and generate substantial monetary flows; they have been a 

key factor in the construction and development of West African states 

and have participated extensively in the process of sub-regional 

integration. The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) 

is aware of the potential provided by this mobility and since its creation 

has made freedom of movement, establishment and residence one of its 

key policy principles. In practice, however, ECOWAS’s objectives have not 

always been achieved and the West African populations still encounter 

many difficulties in moving and establishing themselves freely in the sub-

region. These include people in need of international protection who use 

the same migration routes as workers or students. Thus, in 2000, it was 

estimated that 11% of sub-regional mobility was linked to refugee 

movements. While this percentage has dropped since the return of some 

political stability in the sub-region, in 2007 the UNHCR still counted 13,562 

asylum-seekers and more than 950,000 people falling under its mandate.  

In spite of its demographic importance and its potential, as well as the 

risks of abuse and exploitation it may involve, intra-regional migration 

has received much less attention than the flow of West Africans bound 

for Europe. Today, academic research, international and sub-regional 

conferences and especially political initiatives with respect to asylum and 

migration essentially deal with combating illegal migration to Europe. 

The sub Saharan fishing boats leaving from the coastal countries 
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(Mauritania, Senegal, Mali, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau) have received intense 

media coverage and given a false image of the sub-region, which has 

since then been seen as a “transit” zone towards the European El 

Dorado. Migration policies of member-states of the sub-region, within 

the framework of bilateral agreements with European countries, have 

therefore focused since the beginning of the 2000s on strengthening 

controls on the northern borders of ECOWAS, while underlining the 

connection between migration and development. Yet these policies have 

not always had the intended result and are still struggling to find a fair 

balance between security concerns and the respect of basic human 

rights. Furthermore, they do not take into account the dynamics of intra-

regional migration and the risks faced by the migrants and people in need 

of international protection within the sub-region itself. In January 2008, 

ECOWAS reacted to this situation by adopting a Common Approach on 

Migration which puts the focus back on the issues of free movement 

within the region, optimizing legal migration, and regional development. 

Up till then the member-states had prioritized a relatively laissez-faire 

migration policy; henceforth they are giving thought to more effective 

management of sub-regional mobility so as to mobilize the benefits 

(particularly remittances) while reducing the risks of abuse and 

exploitation which burden the migrant populations. 

Mobilization is “the process of forming crowds, groups, associations and 

organizations for the pursuit of collective goals” (Chaulak Berman, 1996). 

Organizations do not ‘spontaneously emerge” but require the 

mobilization of resources. Resource mobilization stresses the ability to 

acquire resources and organize people towards accomplishing set goals 

(Kendall, 2005). According to resource mobilization theory, a core 

professional group in a social movement organization works towards 

bringing money, supporters, attention of the media, alliances with those 

in power, and refining the organizational structure (MacCarthy & Zald, 

2001). 
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Resource mobilization, in the context of this paper, refers to education 

financing strategies to generate resources needed for access and quality 

education in West Africa. Access and quality refers to value education 

made reachable to everyone. This is the major aim of Education For All 

(EFA). EFA is a global commitment to provide quality education for all 

children, youth and adults. The movement was launched at the World 

Conference on Education For All in 1990 by UNESCO, UNDP, UNFPA, 

UNICEF, and the World Bank. Participant endorsed an expand vision of 

learning and pledged to universalize education and massively reduce 

illiteracy by the end of the of the decade. From this conference, the 

World Declaration on Education For All was adopted which stressed that 

education is fundamental human right and pushed countries to 

strengthen their efforts to improve education in order to ensure the 

basic leaning needs for all were met (UNICEF, 2013). 

 

Resources needed in the education sector 
According to Ezeudu (2013) the following are the resources needed in the 
education sector: 

• Capital resources 

• Human resources 

 

Capital Resources 

The costs and financing of education can be to flow from three main 

sources (UNESCO, 2009). These are public sources, private and 

international sources. Public sector expenditures refer to funds spent by 

governments on educational institutions. This source is further divided 

into responsibilities by different levels of governments – federal, state 

and local. The private sector includes contributions from individuals, 

households and other private entities. 

 

Human resources    

Human resources, otherwise referred to as personnel, are the major 

resources to be mobilized and managed for access and quality education 
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in West Africa. Thus, human resources plays crucial and interventionist 

role in educational institutions. 

 

Challenges of Mobilizing and Managing Resources for Education in 

West Africa 

Ezeudu (2013) stressed that, the following are some of the challenges of 

mobilizing and managing education in West African Countries: 

1. Corruption in Education 

2. Exponential population growth 

3. Lack of proper schooling facilities and educators 

4. Emigration/Capital flight  

5. Military and conflict 

 

Migration: causes and linkages  

The growing body of literature on migration both internal and 

international tends to reach a consensus that economic considerations 

are of primary importance in the decision to migrate, in that people 

migrate ultimately to improve their economic well-being. If this is the 

case, then migration can rightly be perceived as a response -- sometimes 

exaggerated -- to economic incentives arising largely from disequilibria 

between and within sectors of the economy and between countries and 

regions. These postulates raise two questions: What factors account for 

-- indeed accentuate -- such structural equilibria? How responsive is 

migration to such imbalances between and within countries? The last 

question raises the issue not only of the role of information networks in 

transmitting impulses about the range of available opportunities, but 

also the ease of migrating in spite of intervening obstacles and barriers: 

controls and regulation governing migration within and across national 

frontiers. Here, a subtle distinction has to be drawn between internal and 

international migration. An international migrant in a regular situation is 

expected to conform to a set of requirements governing entry into, and 

residence within, another country. Only a few African countries have 

file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/Ed.L.D.%20Applicants%20_%20Harvard%20Graduate%20School%20of%20Education_files/MIGRATION.htm%23toc
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well-articulated immigration laws and even fewer enforce such laws 

rigidly, the notable exception being the Republic of South Africa; and at 

any rate, these regulations are usually flouted by migrants deliberately or 

out of ignorance of existing laws (Conde, 1979).  

Internal migration takes place in large part in response to imbalances 

between the regions of a country, the dominant direction of such 

movement being dictated by the locational bias of employment-

generating projects. Thus, where both private and public investment is 

concentrated in the major (often the capital) city as is the case in most 

African countries, the dominant migration stream will no doubt be 

directed towards the capital. However, where plantations, mines and 

other enterprises are located in rural areas and offer readier employment 

and other opportunities, a substantial flow of intra-rural migration is to 

be expected, as is the case in the United Republic of Cameroon, Kenya 

and others. In like manner, international migration signifies, to a large 

extent, inequalities in development, employment opportunities and 

especially income and living conditions between countries, particularly 

between the developed and developing countries. In the absence of 

strict restrictions on entry, and where information flow is both rapid and 

effective in disseminating the range of available opportunities in 

different locations, migration is expected to respond (quickly) to such 

positive, often exaggerated, signals. However, since international 

migration has political, socioeconomic and demographic consequences 

for both the sending and receiving countries, perhaps more than does 

internal migration, a series of regulations has been set up and enforced 

to screen, and where necessary restrain, the massive flow of immigrants 

into the affected countries.  

It is obvious, then, that both internal and (voluntary) international 

migration, in general, derive from the same set of fundamental causes: 

however, the limitations imposed on international migration are greater, 

or more easily enforced. This in fact explains, for instance, why the 

volume of internal migration is, according to Zachariah and Conde (1981), 
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twice that of international migration in West Africa. The linkage between 

both internal and international migration and factors which influence 

both also imply -- again in the context of West Africa -- that: in general, 

internal migration is an extension of external migration. The overall 

direction was the same: from the interior parts of a country to the coastal 

areas. There is an overall negative relation between emigration and 

internal migration and a positive relation between immigration and 

internal migration. The internal migration rate was low in Upper Volta 

and Togo where lifetime emigration rates were high; it was high in Ghana, 

the Ivory Coast and Senegal where the emigration rate of nationals was 

relatively low ... [Thus] areas with a high in-migration rate had a high 

immigration rate.  

Conceptually, international and internal migration are complementary 

and can indeed supplement each other. First, as speculated above, both 

derive from a complex of interrelated social and economic factors, but 

are primarily related to the migrants' search for greater well-being. This, 

of course, does not include those displaced by natural disaster (drought, 

famine) or those fleeing from war or political oppression (refugees), 

except for the so-called economic refugees. Again, from a policy 

perspective, development normally has the effect of initially stimulating 

migration -- both internal and international -- in the short run. In the long 

run, however, one viable policy instrument to restrain or retain a large 

number of (potential) emigrants from poor to rich countries or to attract 

them back home is sustained development in the labour-exporting 

countries. This strategy is based on the notion that people migrate in 

large part when they are unable to satisfy their aspirations within the 

existing opportunity structure in their locality or country. The policy-

relevant question is: How can development be structured to provide local 

alternatives to international migration? This becomes especially critical 

for countries like Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland that depend heavily 

on the export of labour to the mines of South Africa. An obvious example 

in West Africa is Upper Volta which is also traditionally a labour-exporting 
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country. The reasons associated with international migration are not 

solely economic. As Speare (1974) suggests, 'in international migration, 

political factors are often more important than economic factors'. 

Demands for adjustment of boundaries arbitrarily drawn by the colonial 

administration and which cut across economic and homogeneous ethnic 

groups, 'to accommodate the socio-cultural realities of the countries 

concerned and to regroup the populations of ethnic groups arbitrarily 

assigned to different countries', have led to war (Adepoju, 1982). An 

obvious example is the case of Somalia and Ethiopia, or less dramatically 

between Nigeria and the United Republic of Cameteen. The result, in all 

cases, is hundreds of refugees and displaced persons.  

 

Patterns of Migration in West Africa 

Population mobility in West Africa is not a recent phenomenon but forms 

the basis for its ‘colonization’ by the various tribes inhabiting the 

different parts. Most of the tribes of the region are thought to have 

moved southwards to the present locations in search of better 

\ecological conditions and safe havens. Most of these early group 

movements involved larger tribes who sometimes used force in 

settlement. With an apparent partitioning of the West African landscape 

by the various tribes be they centralized or acephalous, the need to 

exchange products of the different ecological areas led to trade in 

commodities which crystallized into the famous trans-Saharan trade 

routes. Integration between the peoples of West Africa transcended 

beyond trade in commodities to include intermarriages between 

powerful kingdoms, exchange of slaves and military alliances. 

Transhumant activities and the dispersal of the Fulani across the Sahel 

involved considerable mobility. Religious education and the hadj to 

Mecca were associated with major mobility and sometimes settlement 

of West Africans all across West, North and East Africa (de Haas 

2007).3European colonization of the African continent changed the 

contours of movement in West Africa along purely commoditized norms. 
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These have been entrenched after independence as African economies 

have not broken the shackles of colonization but continue to feed the 

metropolitan cores in Europe and America through the international 

commodity markets. Internationalization has crystallized into 

globalization with widespread implications for commodity, capital and 

people movements. The motives, drivers and conditions under which 

migration occurs in these periods differ markedly.  

 

Some issues in West African Migration 

The movement of people raises several issues in terms of motives or 

drivers, impacts, actors, regulation or management of the process and 

relations between places. Some of these issues are cursorily discussed 

below. 

The Drivers of contemporary migration encapsulate both old tendencies 

and new aspirations and constraints. While in the past push-pull 

conceptions of the migration process provided a framework for 

understanding the motives for movements, today we need to 

understand the dynamics of globalization and read different meanings 

into our old conceptualizations. No West African is insulated from global 

trends and shocks. Our responses to these trends and shocks in terms of 

choice of livelihood options detail our aspirations, experiences, 

constraints and opportunities. While urbanites are seeking opportunities, 

and fleeing abroad to fill labour vacuums, rural dwellers are replacing 

them and creating new concentrations of populations in globally induced 

opportunity zones.  

The process of rural-urban or rural-rural migration has created “Empty 

Spaces” in the rural economy. By empty spaces is meant the labour 

vacuum created by the absence of the many rural out migrants. The 

impact of these spaces in the rural economy cannot be overstated, 

especially with regards to disruption of rural livelihoods. Out migration 

leads to drastically reduced labour size and quality, which in turn reduces 

farm size and quality of work resulting in reduced food production and 
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reduced household wealth with consequences of increased vulnerability 

in many rural areas leading to food insecurity. The economic crisis of the 

late 1970’s through to the present for most countries has led to the 

growth and decline of towns and regions. The collapse of industry and 

mining companies has led to old mining areas losing their populations to 

newer economic niches. Similarly, Nigeria which became a receiving 

country in the 1970s is now a major sending country to Ghana and Liberia. 

On the whole, the desire to migrate out of the sub-region is higher now 

than ever before. However, there is a counterbalance whereby return 

migration is becoming common especially for economically stable 

countries such as Ghana.  Remittances constitute the ‘livewire 

’connecting migrants to their families. A large number of rural people for 

whom agriculture no longer is a comfortable source of livelihood depend 

to some degree on remittances for mere survival and advancement. 

Similarly, most people in urban areas depend on international migrants 

for financial and other support for survival. Remittances represent the 

motivation for migration for subsequent migrants. Due to globalization, 

remittances have become an important source of income to countries, 

towns and individuals. The survival of most families and poor countries 

now hinge on remittances as it represents over twice the official overseas 

development assistance from the EU to West African countries. 

Monetary transfers made by migrants in the region are substantial, and 

have come to constitute a major source of income for many households 

in the context of economic decline, retrenchment of public services and 

adverse environmental conditions. Migrants also represent an important 

source of energy, ideas and improved agricultural management 

techniques in many rural areas (DFID 2004). Return migration is 

becoming common arising from economic and political stabilization of 

sending countries or economic and political crisis of receiving countries. 

There is abundant evidence of return migration to Ghana due to its 

economic and political stability with most returnees going into self-

employment and investing huge sums of money.  
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The political crisis in Liberia, Sierra Leon and Ivory Coast has led to the 

return of many West Africans to their countries of origin. Some migrants 

return wealthy and establish farms and businesses while some return 

poorer than before. Women migrants are increasingly drawn to the wage 

labour market (both formal and informal) as a survival strategy to 

augment meagre family income. Among the educated, emigration of 

unaccompanied married females has blossomed, this being a particular 

and recent phenomenon in the sub-region’s migratory scene. Traditional 

male-dominated short-to-long-distance migratory streams in West Africa 

are increasingly feminized. Independent female migration has become a 

major survival strategy in response to deepening poverty in the sub-

region. The phenomenon of females migrating independently, even 

internationally, enables them to fulfil their economic needs rather than 

simply joining their husbands; some professional women are emigrating 

from Nigeria, Senegal and Ghana leaving husbands behind to cater for 

their children. This development is a turn-around in traditional sex roles. 

Commercial migration, a dominant feature of the migration 

configuration in the sub-region, is essentially female-dominated, helping 

to promote intra-regional trade and serves as the lifeline for small-

country economies of especially Benin, Gambia and Togo (Adepoju, 

2000). Trafficking in children and women is increasingly reported 

throughout the sub-region. Trafficking of children from Togo, Nigeria, 

Mali, to Cote d’Ivoire’s plantations and for domestic servants in Gabon, 

and of women from Ghana, Nigeria, Mali, and Sierra Leone as exploited 

sex workers in countries of the European Union hasalso taken root. 

Trafficking in girls is reportedly rampant in the so-called “Triangle of 

Shame” the Niger/Chad/Nigeria border. Hundreds of trafficked girls from 

Edo State, Nigeria, end up in the sex industry in Italy (Adepoju, 2000).  

The literature on push and pull forces often ascribes reasons for 

migration to singular causes or forces such as demographic, ecological, 

economical, political and social. The combined desires of mankind 

transcend these categories with one major aim, which is, ‘aspirations 
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towards a better and humane life’ which encapsulates the notion of 

development. Development is the process of expanding the real 

freedoms that people enjoy. Development requires the removal of major 

sources of unfreedom such as poverty, tyranny, poor economic 

opportunities as well as systematic social deprivation, neglect of public 

facilities as well as intolerance of repressive states (Sen 1999). There is 

the tendency for emigration to become progressively independent of the 

economic conditions that originally caused it. The movement of 

population alters social and economic structures within sending 

communities in ways that increase the likelihood of subsequent 

migration. According to Myrdal (1957), changes in social system does not 

induce countervailing changes, but rather induces supporting changes 

which move the system further away from the initial state. He argues that 

once development starts in a particular centre, that region induces its 

own momentum of growth through the process of cumulative causation. 

The momentum of growth is sustained and fortified by the center's 

contact with other parts of country and trade and factor movements 

have ‘backwash effects’ and ‘spread effects’ on lagging regions. In 

developing countries the backwash effects are stronger than spread 

effects meaning that the tendency for migration to slow down is weaker. 

 

Emerging challenges 

The relationship between migration and development is highly 

contingent on context and history. Making migration work as an agent 

of personal and spatial development is a major challenge manifested in 

several spheres. Should migration be prevented or harnessed? Migration 

is ‘life’ and without movements there is no civilization. Our task is 

therefore to tailor movements to the benefit of both sending and 

receiving areas. Tailoring migration to the benefit of origin, destination 

and migrant-that is win-win-win situation-is the major challenge of the 

21stcentury. The important thing today is to formulate policies to 

minimize the ills and to maximize the opportunities. The best migration 
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policy is development policy (Korner 1987 in Hammer et al 1997). An 

important challenge to migration in the West African sub-region is the 

paucity in the enforcement of the ECOWAS (Economic Community of 

West African States) protocol on entry, residence and settlement. Thus, 

the treaty signed in Lagos on 28 May 1975 creating the Economic 

Community of West African States (ECOWAS) covered wide areas of 

economic activities. Article 27 of the Treaty affirms a long-term objective 

to establish a community citizenship that could be acquired automatically 

by all nationals of Member States. In 1992, the revised Treaty of ECOWAS, 

among others, affirmed the right of citizens of the Community to entry, 

residence and settlement and enjoined Member States to recognize 

these rights in their respective territories. Free movement of persons 

seems to be respected by the states who signed the treaty, but 

regularization of documentation for settlement purposes is still a 

nightmare. Harassment along border post is on the decline but not 

eliminated. Discrimination against migrants is a reality in most countries 

where indigenes feel threatened by the prosperity of the newly arrived 

who usually have one major aim of success in whatever endeavour they 

engage in, which spurs them on. The free movement of West Africans 

during the colonial period was disrupted after independence as countries 

sought to protect employment positions for their citizens. Also, periods 

of economic crisis translated into periods of dislike for non-nationals.  

The blame for economic and social ills is usually put on foreigners rather 

than the root causes of corruption, mismanagement and international 

forces. Senegal expelled Guineans in 1967; Ivory Coast expelled about 

16,000 Beninoise in 1964; Sierra-Leone, and later Guinea and Ivory Coast, 

expelled Ghanaian fishermen in 1968. Earlier on, Ivory Coast had expelled 

over 1,000 Benin and Togo nationals in 1958; Chad expelled thousands of 

Benin nationals who were ‘illegal migrants’ and not ‘law abiding’. In early 

1979 Togolese farmers were expelled from Ghana and Ivory Coast. Ghana 

expelled all illegal aliens without valid residence permit as from 2nd 

December 1969; this exercise involved an estimated half a-million people 
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mostly from Nigeria, Upper Volta and Niger. Nigerian traders were once 

expelled from Cameroon, Zaire and Ivory Coast. The largest case of mass 

expulsion of undocumented aliens took place in Nigeria in 1983 and 1985 

(Adepoju 2005) Complex emergencies or civil wars in Liberia, Sierra 

Leone, Ivory Coast and Mali have led to the displacement of several 

thousands of their citizens and migrants from other nations. The 

disruptions in livelihoods and the scale of displacement constitute 

problems for other areas within the same country and outside it. Nearly 

70 per cent of Liberia’s population was displaced, and thousands who 

fled the war to seek refuge in Sierra Leone, were soon dislodged as 

conflict broke out there in March, 1991. About 750,000 people were 

displaced within the country and another 500,000 “foreign” residents, 

mostly nationals of Burkina Faso, were rendered homeless and in 

desperation fled to their countries of origin (UN, 2003, in Adepoju 2005). 

Mass migrations of this nature tend to have negative impacts on both 

migrants and destination regions as none is prepared to deal with the 

situation. For migration to be successful it must be a planned activity 

based on real or perceived opportunities and facilitated by social 

networks. A major challenge to ECOWAS is establishing an emergency 

response system capable of handling emergency migrants in an 

integrative manner rather than the current refugee camp system which 

tends to breed all sorts of social vices. The worsening economic situation 

in most West African countries frustrates the migration process by 

making the benefits for most low-skilled jobs not worth the efforts of 

migrants. Many West Africans are stack in countries without the financial 

means to travel back home. At the same time the host countries feel 

threatened by their presence and easily blame all illegal tendencies on 

them. Xenophobia is on the rise in most places with migrants being 

targets of attacks and abuse during minor disturbances such as during 

international football matches, election periods, and general economic 

hardships. This unwholesome development is rooted in economic 

downturn, increasing unemployment among young nationals, conflicts 
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and political instability. The migration process is entangled in a web of 

socio-economic and political insinuations with negative repercussions for 

development. The challenge of internalizing the problem of empty 

spaces in rural areas and ‘dying’ regions is important for spatial 

equalization of the development process. How do we compensate for 

the empty spaces? It has been suggested that less labour intensive 

techniques for the rural economy, irrigation, storage systems and a range 

of rural development packages are needed in meeting this challenge. 

Since there are hardly any jobs for migrants in urban areas and cities due 

to their large numbers and the lack of dynamism in the micro economies 

to absorb the excess labour, there should be a policy encouraging rural-

rural migration. If rural livelihood is given all the support it needs not 

many people will prefer to move and the increase in productivity will as 

well enhance the economy of the sub-region. Encouraging return 

migration for domestic development is a major preoccupation of several 

countries. Do poor countries have the means to fund such moves? 

Countries do not necessarily need to invest massive amounts into 

programs meant to harness the potentials of migrants. Simple 

consultancy services on opportunities and the state of the economy is all 

that most migrants want to know before embarking on any risky return. 

Since migrant’s venture into various kinds of environments, work places 

and show high levels of resilience and risk-taking behaviours, they should 

be considered the vanguard of development initiation. Encouraging 

return migration however necessitates a stable political atmosphere, 

prudent financial management and a brighter future outlook.  

   

Migration contributes to human capital formation.  

There is a growing body of evidence suggesting that the income from 

remittances is disproportionally spent on education and health rather 

than everyday consumption (Adams 2005, Adams et al.2008, World Bank 

2006, p. 126, Valero-Gil 2008). Once in school, the children of migrants 

may be more likely to finish their education, as the increased income from 
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remittances provide additional financial resources and better prospects 

associated with migration influence social norms and incentives towards 

gaining more education (Cox-Edwards and Ureta 2003for El Salvador, 

Yang 2008 for Philippines, UNDP 2009). Evidence from rural Pakistan 

suggests that temporary migration is associated with higher school 

enrollment, especially for girls (Mansuri 2006). Furthermore, migration 

has been observed to increase health knowledge in addition to the direct 

effect on wealth, which has led to lower rates of infant mortality and 

higher birth weights in Mexico (Hildebrandt & McKenzie 2005). Visiting 

and returning migrants may also bring back health-improving practices 

such as drinking safe water and better sanitation (UNDP 2009, p. 79). On 

the other hand, migration as such might also present a threat to migrant 

health as certain jobs expose migrants to occupational hazards, such as 

tuberculosis, pneumoconiosis and workplace injury by mine workers 

(Kahn et al. 2003). Increased mobility of workers has also contributed to 

a rapid spread of communicable diseases such as HIV (Decosas et al. 1995; 

Lurie 2000; Lurie et al. 2000; Brummer 2002). For instance, Kane et al. 

(1993) find that 27 percent of the male Senegalese migrants were HIV 

positive compared to 1 percent for non-migrants males from the same 

area. Sexually transmitted infections are also more likely to spread 

among migrants themselves as well as their permanent partners residing 

in the sending communities (Kahn et al. 2003).  

 

Development implications of migration for the origin countries  

Migration is a decision that impacts the welfare of the household, the 

home community, and in the end the whole economy in various ways 

(Azam and Gubert 2006). The welfare implications of migration on the 

origin country are most often, though not always, sizable and positive. 

The main channels through which migration alleviates poverty are 

increased incomes from remittances, ability to smooth consumption, 

access to finance for starting a new business, as well as tapping on to the 

knowledge and resources provided by the international community of 
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the migrant diaspora. Besides pure monetary gains, migration and 

remittances allow for higher investment in health care and education. 

Yet, not all impacts are positive: exploitation of migrants by unscrupulous 

recruiters or employers is reportedly widespread; separation from family 

can be stressful for migrants; and large scale immigration can pose 

serious challenges to a nation’s identity and sovereignty.                   

 

Conclusion 

This paper therefore concludes that, just like every dark cloud has a silver 

lining, West Africa is at the threshold of waking to a new dawn of hope. 

With efforts in achieving United Nations Millennium Development Goals 

2015, it is believed that collective efforts invested in achieving Education 

For All (EFA) is one of the biggest initiatives. 

 

Recommendations 

1. West African Governments should combat corruption in their 

countries because it is identified as the number one killer of the 

sub-region economic development and human progress. 

2. There is need for adequate funding of education sector of at least 

26% of the total budget of countries in the sub-region 

3. There is to foster peace and national unity between ECOWAS 

member states and also within the West African Countries 

4. There is also need for Training, deployment and retention of 

teachers/infrastructure and learning materials.    
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