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Abstract 

Corruption has been a cancer – worm that spread 

indeed into various institution of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria since its independence in 1960. 

Hence, through careful examination of primary and 

secondary sources and adopting of historical 

methodology, the paper analysis the nature, causes 

and contributors, and the way-out of examination 

malpractices as an instrument of corruption in the 

conduct of Senior School Certificate Examinations 

in Private Schools of Katsina State from 1980 when 

the first private school was established to 2019 

when the state recorded a better performance in 

WAEC and ranked 33rd compared to previous 

years. The paper argued that, although private 

primary and post-primary schools were established 

as a business enterprise in order to complement 

government efforts in the provision of quality 

education, but today high rate of examination 

malpractices are recorded in such schools. The 

paper further argues that proprietor’s greed for 

profit at all cost, threatening of teachers, 
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enticements, poor economic situation of the 

teachers, and lack of integrity of the stakeholders 

are the main causes of the menace. It further posits 

through the application of ethical theories like 

utilitarianism, justice theory, virtue theory and 

deontology that proprietors, examination bodies’ 

staff, Ministry of Education supervisors, teachers, 

parents and guardians, students, and security 

agents are the key players in the game of 

examination malpractices; a cancer-worm monster 

that has eaten deep into the bone marrow of the 

Nigerian educational system which makes it a 

multifarious problem of Nigeria. The paper 

recommends that all stakeholders should rise to 

their duties of responsible parenthood, role model, 

and people of integrity and the icon of the society in 

order to join the anti-corruption crusade and get 

rid the system of this plague before the Nigerian 

certificates become worthless pieces of paper. 

 

 

Introduction  

Nigeria is one of the leading developing country of the world in terms of 

corruption despite its status as the giant of Africa or Centre of piece for Africa. 

However,  examination malpractices which is an aspect corruption has eat  and 

is still eating deep  into the nations educational sector which is the engine room 

for the development of human resources of the country. Besides, education has 

been the pivot of civilization and central pillar of development or progress of 

any society, be it religious, political, economic, social, or technological but in 

the case of private schools the menace of examination has become a serious 

issue that call for a scholarly research on the causes of this phenomenon with 

special reference to conduct of Senior School Certificate Examinations (SSCE) 

in Private Schools of Katsina State from 1980 when the first private school was 

established to 2019. More so, the rate of examination malpractices in the private 
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post -primary schools which were established to complement government in 

provision of quality of education seems to be alarming a threat toward 

actualization of core values of Nigeria and the global society as many of the 

students that graduate from some of these schools hardly defend their Senior 

Secondary Certificate Examination (SSCE) be it NABTEB, WAEC and NECO 

in higher institutions of learning.  The questions now are what are the major 

causes and contributors of examination malpractices and their nature as well as 

the changing dynamics that make so difficult for stake holders to put an end to 

such menace which today has become order of the day as if things has fall apart, 

and despite the various government policies and punishment for defaulters. 

More so, considering the magnitude and the continuous occurrence of 

examination malpractice in the Nigerian educational system including the ivory 

tower, it is no doubt necessary to research into this area before the Nigerian 

certificates become worthless pieces of paper. The educational system needs to 

join the anti-corruption crusade to rid the system of this plague.  

In responding to this questions, the paper therefore critically examined and gave 

a conceptual clarification on corruption and then examination malpractices, it’s 

origin in Nigeria, the causes of examination malpractices in private schools 

which indeed makes an instrument of corruption, and the lastly gave the 

conclusion and way forward from this human decay attitudes since the 

Examination malpractice take place in all forms of examinations and it is almost 

a routine to cheat in these examinations. Everyone continues to decry this 

cankerworm in the Nigerian education system and all penalties put in place to 

stop it remains almost ineffective if not totally ineffective. 

 

Conceptual Clarification: Corruption and Examination Malpractices  

Corruption 

Corruption is a global devil that has devoured human intelligibility its social 

context. It is an anti-social behaviour and a plague that has eaten so deep into 

the fabric of the developing countries and societies; it takes the form of 

conferring undue benefits on few people contrary to legal and moral norms of 

the society. Hence, Nigeria as a country is not only popular for its economic and 

manpower potentials but also, for monumental corruption manifestations’ that 
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plague its government and institutions.1 Besides, the country, in the past 

decades has been ‘ranked’ with top ten positions among the league of corrupt 

nations by Transparency and other international watchdog organizations. With 

anti-graft campaign manifestos’ Nigerians had turn to pawns on the chase board 

with numerous anti-craft campaigns as instruments of electioneering from 

second republic till date.2  

More so, the level of corruption in the country is said to have worsened political, 

social and macroeconomic indicators, and indeed, the poverty alleviation 

programme of the Nigerian government. Virtually all the sectors of the Nigerian 

economy; be political, economic, security, education and other social sector are 

badly affected with corruption on daily basis if not on hourly basis.3  

 

Examination Malpractices  

Examination malpractice is defined as any deliberate act of wrong doing, 

contrary to the rules of examinations designed to give a candidate an undue 

advantage. Examination malpractice also known as cheating is the illegal action 

that students take during their examinations to try to make good grades by 

following a short cut. Examination malpractice is an act or irregular manner of 

testing candidates which contravenes the rules and conventions guiding the 

conduct of examinations. Examination malpractice has done a lot of harm to 

students since many of them have neglected their books with the hope of 

performing the magic they are used to in every examination. Examination 

malpractice in Nigerian educational system has been widely discussed and 

viewed as a major challenge not only to examination bodies but to school 

administrators, the entire education system, the government and the society at 

large.4 Examination malpractice as defined by West African Examinations 

 
1 C. E. Ekpo et al, “The Irony of Nigeria’s Fight against Corruption: An Appraisal of President 

Muhammadu Buhari’s First Eight Month in Office.” International Journal of History and Philosophical 

Research, Volume 4 Number 1, 2016. p. 1 – 2  
2 A. P. Folorunsho and O. S. Olusola, “International Conspiracy and the Fight against Corruption in 

Nigeria.” Dutsinma Historical Review, A Journal of the Department of History and Strategic Studies, 

Federal University, Dutsinma, Katsina State, Volume 2 Number 1, 2019. Pp. 25 – 37  
3 C. Osakwe and E. P. Habib, “Corruption and Steel Development in Nigeria: A Study of the Ajaokuta 

Steel Project.” Dutsinma Historical Review, A Journal of the Department of History and Strategic 

Studies, Federal University, Dutsinma, Katsina State, Volume 2 Number 1, 2019. Pp. 137 – 141 
4 S. Ako and R. I. Adie, “Examination Malpractice: Causes, Effects and Possible Ways of Curbing the 

Menace. A Study of Cross River University of Technology.” International Journal of Managerial 
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Council (WAEC) is any irregular behaviour or act exhibited by candidates or 

anybody charged with the responsibility of conducting examination in or 

outside the examination hall, before, during or after such examination with the 

aim of taking undue advantage. Many of these irregularities or misconducts 

surround examination and it came to an alarming rate in the last three decades.5 

 

Theoretical framework 

The study made historical and an ethical evaluation of the causes and effects of 

examination malpractices in Katsina State Private secondary schools of Nigeria. 

The following ethical theories were applied in making the evaluation: 

utilitarianism, justice theory, virtue theory and deontology. Utilitarian theory 

prescribes actions that are morally right if they are more favourable than 

unfavourable to everyone that is affected. Justice theory prescribes actions that 

are fair to those involved by treating all pupils as equals without some having 

undue advantage over others. Virtue theory is concerned with good qualities of 

a person or moral uprightness cultivated over a period of time through good 

habits that help one develop the disposition not to involve oneself in 

malpractices. Deontological ethical theory emphasizes doing what is right 

according to one’s obligations and duties. Thus, those involved in the handling 

and administration of examinations should adhere to their respective obligations 

and duties according to the laid down rules and regulations regardless of state 

of connection with those being examined. Otherwise, the purpose of having 

examinations would be defeated.6  

 

 
Studies and Research (IJMSR) Volume 4, Issue 1, January 2016. P. 59-65. Available at 

www.arcjournals.org 

5 See West African Examinations Council (WAEC) Publication on Examination Malpractice, 

2003.Avaialble at www://naija.com. 
6 See M. Maureen, “An Ethical Evaluation of the Causes and Effects of Examination Malpractices in 

Zambia: A Case Study of Selected Schools in Lusaka District.” Unpublished M.A Dissertation, 

University of Zambia, Zambia-Africa, 2014. Pp. 1 – 4. See also M. Maureen, “An Ethical Evaluation 

of the Causes and Effects of Examination Malpractices in Zambia: A Case Study of Selected Schools 

in Lusaka District.” Unpublished M.A Dissertation, University of Zambia, Zambia-Africa, 2014. Pp. 1 

– 3 and Maureen, M. “An Ethical Evaluation of the Causes and Effects of Examination Malpractices in 

Zambia: A Case Study of Selected Schools in Lusaka District.” Unpublished M.A Dissertation, 

University of Zambia, Zambia-Africa, 2014. Pp. 1 – 3 
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History of Examination Malpractices in Nigeria 

Education is regarded as an absolute instrument for achieving national goals. 

This is what led to series of Nigeria National Policy on Education (NPE) aimed 

at provision of quality education that can make learners functional in the 

nation’s socioeconomic sectors.7 Thus, this makes education in Nigeria an 

instrument for “par excellence” for effecting a national development plan which 

in turn makes the educational sector to witness the active participation of non-

governmental agencies, communities, religious bodies, individuals as well as 

government intervention. In addition, this development necessitated the 

establishment of private primary, post-primary as well as post-secondary 

institution in the 1970s upward as a business enterprise by religious bodies, 

individuals as wells of a group of individuals to complement government efforts 

in the provision of quality education, moral and human capital intensive 

developments. The services provided by these schools made most of the 

stakeholders to put their trust in them thinking that their wards would acquire 

standard education and would not be exposed to any form of examination 

malpractices which is common in most public schools.8 But today, private 

schools are at the fore front of examination malpractices which is the massive 

and unprecedented abuse of rules and regulation pertaining to internal and 

public examinations, beginning from the construction of such examinations, 

through the taking of the examinations, their marking and grading, to the release 

of the results and the issuance of certificates.9 

 
7 A. C. Ifeakor & J. U. Anekwe, “Effect of some Emergent Curriculum issues in Anambra State 

Secondary School on Human Resource Development.” Journal of Curriculum Organization of Nigeria 

(CON), Volume 11 (1), 2004. Pp. 157 – 161. See also O. E. Alutu, and A. N. G.  Alutu, Examination 

Malpractices among Undergraduates in a Nigerian University: Implications for Academic Advising. 

Guidance and Counselling, 2003. Volume 18: Pp. 149 – 152; H. Iheanacho, Social and Economic 

Dimensions of Examination Malpractice in Nigeria. Calabar: The Calabar Counsellor, 1997. Pp. 32 – 

37; E. Umar, “The Menace called Examination Malpractice.” News Watch Magazine, July 1,2004. Pp. 

1 – 10; A. F. Uzoka, Statistics of Incidences of Examination Malpractices. Abuja: West African 

Examinations Council, 1993. Pp. 20 – 30 and J. Rawls, A Theory of Justice. Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press, 1971. Pp. 22 – 25 
8 S. Wycliff, “A Study of the Establishment and Growth of Private Schools in Katsina, 1980 – 2010.” 

Unpublished B.A Project, Department of History, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria-Nigeria, 2012. Pp. 

91 – 101 
9 UNESCO, The State of Education in Nigeria. Abuja: UNESCO Abuja Office, Nigeria October, 2000. 

Pp. 1 – 10  
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Examination malpractice is defined as any deliberate act of wrong doing, 

contrary to the rules of examinations designed to give a candidate an unfair 

advantage or able frequently, to place other candidates/examinees at a 

disadvantage. Examination malpractice therefore introduces injustices into the 

examination system. In some examinations, the level of malpractice is so high 

that it seriously undermines the credibility of the examination system.  In fact 

this leads to the question of what is the origin of this malpractice, what are the 

causes in private post-primary schools in which parent invest a lot of money to 

ensure their children are well taught; paid school fees, extra moral lesson class 

lesson fees, caution fees, registration fees for the West African Examinations 

Councils (WAEC) and National Examinations Council (NECO), and then what 

are the causes of these acts, what efforts do the stakeholders make to tackle 

these challenges and lastly what could be the possible way-out. 

Examination malpractice in Nigeria has been a challenge since the colonial 

period. In fact it is traceable to 1914 when there were leakages of questions of 

the senior Cambridge Local Examination before the examination was taken.10 

Subsequently, cheating became widespread in schools. Hence, in 1967, the 

Alexander Commission was set up as a special commission of inquiry to 

investigate the incidences of malpractice in Nigeria. Even though it was at low 

ebb with simplistic methods but it became more widespread from 1970 with the 

involvement of persons other than the candidates. Also in 1977, there was a 

widespread leakage of the West Africa School Certificate Examination 

questions. To the extent that Nigerian government set up a tribunal to unravel 

the circumstances that caused the mass leakage of question papers and make 

appropriate recommendations to check future occurrence of such practices. In 

spite of many steps taken by the examining bodies and Federal Government to 

abate this ugly situation such as promulgation of 1985 Examination Decree 20 

section 3(27) (c) and its improvements on the inadequacies in 1994, and then in 

1996 even with the Establishment of Exam Ethics Project (EEP) and revised of 

Decree 20 under the Examination Malpractice Act 33 of 199911 which stipulates 

 
10 M. U. Maduemezie, “Examination Malpractice in the Senior School Certificate Examination: Current 

Trends, Problems and Prospects.” Paper presented at the Seminar Organized by the WAEC 

Headquarters Research Department, Lagos Office, June, 1998. 
11 “Act 33 of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria as Amended.” The 1999 

Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria Amended. Abuja: Government Printing Press, 2008. 
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punishment of 3 to 4 years imprisonment with or without fine of N 50,000 to N 

100, 000 upon conviction.12 This led to the introduction of two most brilliant 

initiatives: Community Action and Transparency Initiative (CATI) and the 

Examination Malpractice Blacklist Initiative (EMBI) launched in the Transcorp 

Hotel, Abuja on March 18, 2007 which led to suspension of examiners, 

supervisors or invigilators of FME associated examinations, including those of 

NECO, WAEC, Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB), National 

Business and Technical Education Board (NABTEB) and National Teachers’ 

Institute (NTI).and yet the problem has remained intractable.   

Furthermore, in the past, and even in contemporary times, the quality of 

education provided by private primary and post-primary schools in Nigeria are 

of high standard compared to what “was” and “is” obtainable in public schools. 

The quality of their services makes them to be tag as centre of academic 

excellence and prompt most parents/guardian to enroll their children into these 

schools whether they are situated in a metropolitan area, urban or semi-urban 

centres, and or in a village of Nigeria.13 Nonetheless is quite unfortunate that in 

as much as these schools are seen as centre of excellence, they are regarded as 

the high centres of examination malpractice especially in terms of Basic 

Education Certificate Examination (BECE)/Junior Secondary Certificate 

Examination (JSCE) and above all in the Senior Secondary Certificate 

Examination (SSCE) which is the focus of this paper. More so, there is also 

dearth of empirical studies on the views of private schools proprietors, 

secondary school principals, examination officers, teachers, students, parents 

and guardians, examination bodies’ staff, invigilators, examiners, Ministry of 

Education (MOE) Inspectors, and security agents on the actual causes of 

examination malpractices in private post-primary schools and the strategies to 

eradicate them. 

 

 
12 F. Omemu, “Causes Of Examination Malpractice In Nigeria Schools.” In British Journal of 

Education, Volume 3 Number, 2015. Pp. 34 – 41. Published by European Centre for Research Training 

and Development UK available in www.eajournals.org. 
13 U. M. O. Ivowi, “Examination Malpractices: Profile, causes, waving signs, case studies, Prevention 

And Detection Strategies, Promoting Examination Ethics (The Challenges of a Collective 

Responsibility).” Proceedings of National Conference on Examination Ethics, Prtomac Consult/FME, 

Chapter 4., 1996. Pp.  47 – 57 
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Causes and Contributors of Examination Malpractices in Privates Schools 

of Katsina State 

Many authors tied the causes to emphases on SSCE Certificate, poverty and 

poor condition of service of teachers. But in my opinion, the causes of these 

menace is far beyond that, most especially when we look at the contributors to 

this act of national disgrace in private schools. One of such is, some proprietors 

of such schools who believe their central aim is to make profit in a short-run 

since every business require break-even. The proprietor felt they have invested 

a lot of capital to obtain examination centres from the examination bodies. So 

the only way to recover their investment is by participating in SSCE 

examination malpractice. Moreover, schools that have been into the 

irregularities easily make profit through the exorbitant registration fees they 

charge per candidate i.e. Low Fee Paying (LEF) schools charge N 25, 000.00 to 

N 33,000.00 while High Fee Pay (HFP) schools amount N 35, 000.00 to N 

50,000.00 in each exams; West Africa Senior Secondary School Certificate 

Examinations (WASSCE) or National Examinations Council (NECO). This 

excludes what is tagged as “caution fees” (exam and practical fees) of N 3, 

000.00 to N 8, 000.00, special levy of N 200.00 to N 1,500.00 imposed per 

candidate on the day of “key subjects” like Mathematics, English Language, 

Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Literature-in-English and impersonation fees 

of N 5,000 to 10,000 collected from ghost candidate. All these fees are directly 

determined by owners of such schools which are not subject to government 

regulations. Moreover, the registration fees collected by these proprietors 

contradict the basic fees charge by West African Examinations Councils 

(WAEC) and NECO. For instance, in the year 2018 WAEC collected N 13, 

950.00 per candidate while NECO N 11, 350.00.14 Thus, in preparation of the 

SSCE, proprietors visit the corrupt staff of the examinations bodies and give 

them “brown envelope” or “white kola” so that they will not post 

uncompromised invigilators, inspectors and security agents to their schools 

during the conduct of the SSCE. Apart from that, they made payment of N 

 
14 National Examinations Council (NECO) 2019 June – July SSCE Guidelines. Minna: NECO, 2019. 

Pp. 1 – 7 Available at support.neco.gov.ng and Registration for West African Senior School Certificate 

Examination for School Candidates, 2019. Katsina: West African Examinations Council, 2019. Pp. 1 – 

2 
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400.00 on each subject or N 15,000.00 subscription for answers of WAEC or 

NECO to website site such as http://expotab.com/, 

http://www.guruswapaz.com.ng/ and https://www.gidifans.com/15 who usually 

get the questions ahead of the examination time and released answers at most 

30 minutes to 1hr to the starting time of the exams or 30 minutes after.  The 

proprietors also negotiate the amount of money to pay invigilators16 and then 

inspectors from MOE, security agents and WAEC/NECO staff who visit to 

allow examination malpractice. These acts contradict the bed brock for 

establishing the private schools in Nigeria. Thus, the worst scenario is in the 

fact that some of the MOE, security agents and WAEC/NECO staffs often direct 

the proprietors of school, principal and examinations to register their candidate 

without any payment to that regard while some often make payment of the only 

basic registration charged by the examination bodies. 

In another development, other contributors to such acts are the corrupt staff of 

WAEC and NECO who instead of committed to excellence, integrity, 

professionalism and innovation in promoting manpower development through 

reliable assessment but prefer to collect bribe in the course of accreditation or 

re-accreditation of examination centres, even when such private schools have 

the basic requirements. In addition, the said staff also request proprietors of 

schools to register their personal candidate and to smooth their relationship, 

proprietors register them free or demand them to pay basic registration fees or 

N 15,000.00 in some cases.17 

These entice the staff to put their very best in ensuring that these schools are not 

caught in any form of examination malpractice. It will surprise you to note that, 

 
15 R. L. Oyakanmi, “How Education Ministry buried CATI, Exam Malpractice Blacklist Initiatives.” 

The Guardian, a Nigerian Daily Newspaper, September 15, 2019 online and A. Fagbemi, Assessment 

and Education Malpractices. Proceeding of the 16th annual congress of the Nigerian academy of 

education, held in the 

University of Jos, 12 – 16 November, 1998, Pp. 1 – 2   
16 Also note that, the WAEC, NECO and or NABTEB invigilators also had a network that they form in 

order to find out how much the previous invigilators were paid involved in examination malpractices 

in such centres when they supervised then, if they were paid less than what the previous invigilators 

were paid, he, she or they will reject the whatever amount of money given to them and insisted of same 

payment or above. 
17 Wycliff “A Study of the Establishment and Growth of Private Schools in Katsina, 1980 – 2010.” Pp. 

98 – 101 and S. Wycliff, “Private schools in Katsina metropolis: Profit making or social service (1980-

2017).”  International Journal of Development and Sustainability, Volume 6 Number 12, 2017. Pp. 

2058 – 2065 Available on www.isdsnet.com/ijds 

http://www.guruswapaz.com.ng/
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these staff serves as informant to proprietors whenever external supervisors 

schedule to visit so that these schools take precaution beforehand.  However, 

other perpetrators are the MOE inspectors who supposed to be eyes of the 

government responsible for inspecting of examination centres during the SSCE 

exercise to prevent irregularities but are also found to be corrupt. For instance, 

some of them visit private schools when they are officially or unofficially 

assigned to and tell proprietors whether they should stay until the end of the 

exams. This is sign language of asking proprietors to give them money to leave 

the school premises or to stay and prevent exam malpractice. In some cases if 

the money given to them is not enough they demand for more before they leave. 

In other words, MOE officials who supposed to be guidance and counsellors of 

schools were extending other means of corruption. For instance, instead of 

uncompromised supervision they were found charges schools certain amount of 

money especially when they discover that the number of candidate in the 

examination hall did not tally with attendance printed by the examination 

bodies. This revealed to them that they are ghost students writing outside the 

examination hall or candidate who contract the writing of their exams to the 

school proprietors, examination officers, teachers and students of such schools. 

Another issue was the fact that some of these MOE supervisors are phone of 

visiting schools that they were not assigned to, while some they were not even 

part of the supervision team but they will pick file and forms claiming they were 

sent but when the school authority demand their means of identification or 

authorization letter, they start shouting while others will quickly leave the 

examination hall as well as the school premises. 

Other perpetrators under the MOE were the teachers of public schools with few 

from private schools who are selected because of their credibility. They are 

responsible for bringing SSCE exams questions from WAEC or NECO 

office/designated bank to examination centres. They prevent and report any 

form of irregularities and take the script back to the WAEC or NECO office at 

the end of the exams. But these invigilators end-up bridging the truth by 

negotiating with proprietors, principals or examination officers of schools to 

allow abnormalities in examination hall and be paid. Some times their charges 

are determined on priority of the subject; number of the candidates register in 

the centre and then ghost candidate who usually pay N 300.00 to N 1,500.00 
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separately per booklet. Apart from the invigilators, other contributors are the 

WAEC and NECO examiners; people that mark the examinations such as the 

Chief Examiners (EC), Team Leaders (TL) and Assistant Examiners (AE). 

These people are responsible for marking the exams, dictate candidate engaged 

in examination malpractices and report to the WAEC/NECO staff at the 

Examination Marking Venue (EMV). But these examiners in most cases ignore 

candidate they caught in the menace while marking their script, they often add 

marks to candidate which they usually say “let my people go,” after all we were 

are advised “to be our brothers keepers,” and after all how much is WAEC and 

NECO paying per examination centre caught “is just N 150 to N 200 only; this 

is wasting of time. We can only report centres that already have issues of the 

menace from the invigilators reports.”18 

Security agents and in some cases external examiners often used by 

NECO/WAEC/NABTEB also engage in the unlawful menace by cooperating 

the school owners, principals or examination offices. They often demand that 

their payment should be same with that of invigilators of exams of multiple of 

that. This is bridge of security and their allegiance to their duty. Some of them 

register with such school to re-sit for their deficiency subject since they need to 

further their studies or in terms of their promotion. Seeing that, proprietors give 

them discount so that they may not be threaten by security personnel. 

Apart from them other key players of this corrupt menace were the examination 

bodies’ custodians who were responsible for dispatching of SSCE exam 

questions and also posting of the supervisors, always demand money from the 

teachers temporarily employed to work as the supervisors of various schools. 

Considering the fact that these supervisors allowed schools to cheat in exams in 

return for money as such the custodians demand for their own shares. Thus, the 

supervisors of such schools also in return request the custodians to post them in 

schools that they will get more pay from the examination malpractice so that 

they can give more to the custodians. Hence, the custodians often changes the 

 
18 See http://expotab.com/, http://www.guruswapaz.com.ng/ and https://www.gidifans.com/ and G. 

Adewale, “Examination Malpractice: A Stigma on School Effectiveness in Nigeria.” Pp. 1 – 3. 

Retrieved on November 12, 2019 from Https://www.unilorin.edu.ng 

 

http://www.guruswapaz.com.ng/
https://www.gidifans.com/
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posting of supervisors that do not give them return from the examination 

malpractices. Some of the schools proper.19 

Nonetheless, teachers who are icon of the society; role model for students and 

custodian of people’s values and traditions have deviate from their integrity and 

become useful tools for propagation of examination malpractice due to lack of 

contentment in terms of their salary, and threat they experience from proprietors 

forcing them to involve in the menace or lose their appointment letters plus 

incentives. On the same note, some of these teachers involve in aiding and 

abetting impersonation through acceptance of contract to write for ghost 

candidate registered and at the same time use different tactic to ensure 

successful cheating in exams; such as dictating answers or writing it on 

Cardboard papers for the students to copy at ease and also to prevent external 

examiners from finding any evidence at the halls. Hence the teachers are 

selected as invigilation purposely to act as accomplices to help candidates pass 

by rendering assistance to candidate, organizing contribution from students to 

settle supervisors, divulging official confidential information on practical 

examination to students.20 Furthermore, parents who are the most powerful 

agent of socialization are also contributors to this barbarous killer of human 

capital development.  They do that by removing their wards from 

uncompromised private schools which they have possibly attended right from 

pre-primary to Senior Secondary (SS) II or III to so-called miracle centres or 

private schools that are extremely expert in examination malpractice.21 These 

parents often employed service of special teachers to write for their children 

with or without their knowledge and swap the exam booklet or sheet in 

collaboration with invigilators. Some parents did not mind spending huge sum 

of money to procure live papers for the children before the examinations are 

 
19 Field work experiences from the year 2017 to 2019.   
20 O. Kalu, Age 45. Proprietor Onward International Schools Katsina. Interviewed at his school, Off 

IBB Way Behind GT Bank Plc, Katsina, Katsina State – Nigeria on July 2, 2018 by 12:00Noon – 

12:50pm. 
21 A. Abubakar, Age 42. A School Teacher/Civic Education Chief Examiner, WAEC & NECO Katsina 

State. Interviewed at Jan Bango, Katsina, Katsina State-Nigeria on July 3, 2018 by 12:00Noon-

01:00pm. 
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held22 to ensure that their children “make their papers at all cost.” Moreover, in 

their myopic thinking they did not want all the money they invested in their 

ward education to go in vain and equally to prevent their children performance 

in bringing disgrace to their family.  

Other causes and contributing are institutional factors. This is because most of 

the private schools have poor condition of learning and conducive examination 

environment especially in terms of physical facilities such as examination halls, 

classrooms and libraries. Most proprietors focus on the income they would 

make instead of making the atmosphere of learning conducive for academic per 

excellence; meaning they deprived the school facilities in the name of 

maximizing cost for profit. This in turn led to crowded hall and class, and this 

hamper effective supervision of students by the WAEC, NECO invigilators, 

MOE officials and security agents.23 

This is a clear indication of a strategy used by proprietors of these schools to 

promote examination malpractice. Thus, all these acts by the stakeholders have 

make examination malpractice to be: (1) a killer medical doctor in Nigeria; (2) 

reflection of moral decadence of our society where we have pen robbers, armed 

robbers, smugglers and drug barons who are glorified by the grace of their ill-

gotten wealth24;  loss of trust and confidence in the educational system; 

(3)increase in the cost of conducting examinations; (4) discredit to examination 

boards and erosion of confidence in the certificates; (5) cancellation of results 

of candidates involved; (6) delay in the release of results; (7) jail 

time/expulsion/suspension; (8) loss of integrity and self-confidence by 

offenders; (9) traumatic effects on parents/guardians; (10) rub students the 

virtues of patriotism, morality, obedience, dignity of labour, transparent, 

honesty and accountability which is supreme; (11) denial of opportunities to 

 
22 A. Maje, Age 42. A School Teacher/WAEC and NECO Invigilator/Examiner, Katsina State. 

Interviewed at Government Day Senior Secondary School Kofar Yandaka, Katsina, Katsina State-

Nigeria July 2, 2018 by 10:00 – 11:00am. 
23 C. A. Yusuf, Age 45. Vice Principal Administration/Exam Officer. Interviewed at Evangel 

International School, Katsina, Katsina State-Nigeria on July 4, 2018 by 10:00am – 12:00Noon. 
24 “Combating the Menace of Examination Malpractice in Nigeria.” Science Teachers Association of 

Nigeria (STAN), Position Paper Number 6, 2001.Pp. 50 – 55. See also Ifeakor and Anekwe, “Effect of 

some Emergent Curriculum issues in Anambra State Secondary School on Human Resource 

Development.” Pp. 157 – 161     
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intelligent and more deserving students; (12) increase in the level of corruption 

in the society; (13) retardation of national development and economic growth; 

and (14) dents the image of schools involved. 

 

Consequences of Examination Malpractices in Katsina State and Nigeria 

Therefore, the consequences aforementioned effects are what led to different 

form/types of examination malpractices such as: (1) smuggling/bringing in 

foreign/unauthorized materials into the examination hall such as GSM phone, 

iPad, net book, text book, note book, electronic and print media; (2) collusion; 

(3) irregular activities inside or outside the examination hall i.e. swapping of 

scripts, non-appearance, writing on the board (chalkboard, white board and 

cardboard papers), dictating of answers, and supplying of solution from outside; 

(4) impersonation; (5) ghost (special or miracle) centres; (6) leakage of 

examination questions, mass cheating; (7) intimidation/insult/assault on 

supervisors/invigilators/inspector; (8); unwholesome practice by officials; and 

speaking during exams. Consequently, this made the causes the examination 

malpractices to be basically: (1) greediness of proprietors, teachers, parents, 

security men, examination bodies and MOE staff (2) inadequate/poor facilities 

like classrooms, teaching/learning materials, plus laboratory/workshop 

equipment, apparatus, machines tool, tools and consumables; (3) un-conducive 

examination environment and physical infrastructure; (4) emphasis on 

certificate and paper qualification; (5) poor values system and high level of 

moral decadence in the society; (6) undue parental pressure and societal 

expectations; (7) psychological distress and fear of failure; (8) inadequate of 

guidance and counselling services; (9) poor supervision/invigilation during the 

conduct of an examination; and (10) lack of confidence in the teaching and 

learning process. Others are (11) non-coverage of syllabus/curriculum resulting 

in poor preparation for the examination; (12) poor study habits and laziness; 

(13) band-wagon effect as a result of peer pressure; (14) non-coverage of 

syllabus/curriculum resulting in poor preparation for the examination; and (15) 

lack of the mastery of the subject matter content and poor pedagogic skills on 

the side of teachers.25 

 
25 See C. M. N. Ijaiya, “Checking Examination Malpractice in Nigerian Schools.” Pp. 1 – 2. Retrieved 

on November 12, 2019 from www://research-education-edu.blogspot.com; R. O. Oduwaiye, “Students 
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Conclusion 

In conclusion, it is clear that the perpetrators of examination malpractices plan 

and use various means to execute their plans aimed at subverting the 

examination process to their advantage. This has eluded the Nigerian society 

from achieving the needed standard in educational sector, elevates mediocrity 

to an act, and scarifying excellence on the altar of mediocrity at the same time 

pose a serious threat to standard and national development and international 

recognition of Nigerian SCCE certificates. Besides, the hues and cries about 

examination malpractice taking place at all levels of the Nigerian educational 

system is nothing but a reflection of the decay in the value system of the society. 

The Nigerian society is that which celebrates mediocrity and views cheating as 

being smart. The society does not want to know how an individual achieves 

success. The important thing is the success. In fact in Nigeria the end justifies 

the means instead of the means justifying the end. In actual fact examination 

malpractice is a variant of the wrongs and corruption in the society. The 

politicians employ rigging at elections and enjoy enviable political offices and 

so do students cheat from primary to tertiary institutions to move from one level 

of education to another. All sorts of misconducts take place in and around 

examination venues to take undue advantage of the process and achieve 

“success.” To make matter worse it is not only students that are involved, 

business centres inside or around schools, parents, teachers, school heads, and 

examination officers all collude with students to perpetrate this misconduct. For 

Example, It is common during Joint Admission and Matriculation Board 

(JAMB) examination, to see up to 5000 persons in examination centre that has 

500 candidates. The other persons who are not writing the examination come 

around to crowd the venue as aids to those writing the examination. The 

collusion between two or more of these agents makes it more difficult to 

combat. Even the penalties stipulated in Act 33 of 1999 constitution ranging 

from cancellation of results to 21 years jail- term has failed to achieve any 

significant shift from the cheating culture due to the effect of collusion.  

 
Perception of Factors and Solution to Examination Malpractices in Nigerian Universities: A case study 

of the University of Ilorin.”  Pp. 1 – 2. Retrieved on November 12, 2019 from www.academia.edu; O. 

Olanipekun, “Trends in Examination Malpractice in Nigerian Educational System.” Pp. 1 – 4 Retrieved 

on November 12, 2019 from www.ajhss.org and J. Onyechere, “Consequences of Examination 

Malpractice.” Pp. 1 – 3. Retrieved on November 12, 2019 from www.ajol.info/index. 

http://www.ajol.info/index


Page 85 of 322   JHSS Vol 19 (6) 2019 ISSN – 2278-8881 

 
 
 
  

Way Forward  

In light of this, there is a need for MOE to focus on proper inspections of schools 

without compromised and also to restrict the license given to the proprietors of 

schools or in collaborations with examination bodies should make these schools 

signed an undertaken not to be part of examination malpractice. Proprietors 

should not make love of money to be the bedrock of establishing schools, but 

as service to humanity. Likewise, they should ensure their schools have 

adequate equipment/facilities like classrooms, examination halls, workshops, 

libraries, books, chairs, desks and should employed professionally qualified 

teachers and also implement the minimum wage and enhance remuneration for 

teachers to enable them discharge their duties effectively. Meanwhile, parents, 

teachers and religious institution should be laid good foundation of self-

discipline and moral character of the students through their exemplary lives and 

teachings which would enable them have reading skills and develop good 

reading habits and in turn they will become honest students and asset to the 

nation. Thus, the examination bodies since their vision is that of a technology 

driven world class examination body they should make SSCE examination an 

e-examination like JAMB, harmonized and reduce the examination centres; by 

merging them with others, involve more invigilators in supervisions, change 

their posting on daily bases, inspect the examination centres on daily bases and 

likewise ensure security of question papers on or before the commencement of 

examinations. For the government and security agents, in collaboration with 

MOE and examination bodies should ensure proper implementation of the Act 

33 of 1999 Examination malpractices through committee of people with high 

sense of integrity with zero tolerance for bribery and corruption. Consequently, 

if all these things are implemented, examination will truly remain an instrument 

for assessing individual’s skills and knowledge in general and specific areas of 

studies and overall academic achievements which covers the cognitive, 

psychomotor and affective domains of an individual in which the outcome of 

the examination will be used for decision making like admission, promotion, 

employment and placement.    

  


