
Book of Proceedings: the 10th Academic Conference of Hummingbird Publications and Research International on  
Scientific and Socio-Cultural Researches in Attaining Sustainable Development in the 21st Century Vol.10 No.1 on  

30th June, 2016- University Main Auditorium, Kwara State University, KSU, Malete, Kwara State, Nigeria

TRANSFORMING ROUNDABOUTS INTO TOURIST ATTRACTIONS IN OWERRI 
METROPOLIS

DONATUS, EVEREST AKALAZU1 ALY AUDU FADA2

Both from Department of Leisure and Tourism Management, Federal Polytechnic, Bauchi,  
Bauchi State

Abstract
This  research  was  geared  towards  finding  out  whether  roundabouts  in  Owerri  town  were  
constructed with a purpose of attracting tourists. Conceptual explanation of roundabouts and  
similar structure as tourist attraction were carefully made. Major roundabouts in the metropolis  
totalling  10  were  surveyed  to  explore  the  avenue  for  modifying  them  into  valuable  tourist  
attractions.It was found out that the roundabouts are seen to be an eye sore as political adverts  
and handbills are pasted on them. The researchers  recommends that for roundabouts to serve  
the role of attracting tourists, government should involve the state tourism board that will help to  
create awareness and emphasize the importance of promoting cultural heritage of the people  
using roundabouts.

Keywords: Transforming, roundabouts, attraction, government, and Owerri.

Introduction
Imo state is one place that nature has endowed with abundant resources, both natural and human. 
It is normally known as the Eastern heart land. It is the heart land because two other states were 
carved out from it, namely, Abia, and Ebonyi state. An empirical study in Imo state reveals the 
wonderful  sites  such  as  lakes,  monuments  that  attracts  all  and  sundry,  especially  tourists. 
Researchers have documented a lot about tourist sites, arts and crafts, ancient historical relics 
etc.But one area that is often overlooked in the state is the roundabouts which could also serve as 
tourist  attractions.Owerri metropolis has about 10 different roundabouts but only two (2) are 
looking  attractive;  most  of  the  roundabouts  are  unkempt  with  posters  of  political  parties. 
Roundabouts are supposed to serve as recreational edifices that will spur the inhabitants of Imo 
state for sightseeing, education as well as exhibiting the cultural heritage of the people.

Conceptual Framework
Most states in  Nigeria  have come to realise  that  roundabouts  facilitate  tourism development 
because  they serve  as  aesthetics  for  tourism promotion  and attraction.  it  show cases  to  the 
tourists and visitors what the people are known for through the aesthetics work on it, such as 
cultural  heritage  of  the  people,  water  fountain,  native  cuisine  and  planting  of  flowers,  and 
generally what the people are known for.
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Walton, (2002) stated that modern roundabouts are standardised in the UK. He further explained 
that modern roundabouts require entering traffic to give way to traffic already in the circle and 
traffic and optimally observed various design rules in increase safety.Construction experts have 
explained  that  roundabouts  are  special  forms  of  circular  intersection  used  on  arterial  and 
collector of roads to allocate the right among competing movement.

Attractions
Attraction is the main reasons why tourists and visitors choose a particular destination. Holloway 
(1992) identified some of the natural  attractions as  physical  features such as mountains  and 
beaches,  other  features  include  climate  (warm or  cold)  hills,  waterfalls  beaches,rivers  lakes, 
ocean,  islands  ward  springs  caves,  flora  and  fauna  such  as  forest,  flowers,  mammals  birds 
butterflies, fishes etc. While the man-made attractions act as an inducer. Attention of tourists and 
visitors are always drawn to an area with attraction of interest. Such attractions include art and 
crafts, religions, sacred sites, churches, monasteries, mosques, temples, roundabouts, etc.

The study surveyed some of the roundabouts that are constructed in Owerri metropolis.
 Assumpta Roundabout

The assumpta roundabout is located few metres away from Holy Ghost College. It is named 
assumpta roundabout because of the cathedral catholic church. As at the time of this survey 
the roundabout was under renovation.
 Orlu Road Roundabout
As the name implies, it is located at orlu road junction. It has a water fountain surrounding it  
that could attract tourists and visitors to the state.
 Imo State University Roundabout (Imsu)
IMSU roundabout is located at Okigwe road, well decorated with tiles and marbles. It has 
some unique feature that can attract tourists and visitors to the state.
 Government House Roundabout
The government house roundabout is one among equal that was constructed in recent time. 
As the name implies it is located at government house junction. The roundabout is attractive 
because it has the designed of 27 local government areas of the state on it.
 Fire service roundabout
Fire service roundabout is located adjacent of fire service station. The roundabout has water 
fountain on it that could attract tourists and visitors to the metropolis.
 Whethral Roundabout
The whethral roundabout is located at the end of whethral road. The roundabout has an image 
of horses on it, which signify the presence of tourism activities in the state.
 Futo Junction Roundabout
Futo junction roundabout is popular. The roundabout was named after Federal University of 
Technology Owerri,  it  has  some imaged of  students  on  it,  showing that  Imo state  is  an 
educational state.
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 Orji Junction Roundabout
The Orji junction roundabout is one of the oldest roundabouts in Owerri metropolis located at 
Nkwo Orji; the roundabout had no image or craft of any type on it.
 Shoprite Roundabout
The Shoprite roundabout is the recently constructed. It is beautifully decorated with flowers; 
it is located in Egbu road. The roundabout gives an easy direction to the Shoprite and also 
helps to control heavy traffic flow within Trans Egbu and Dick Tigger road.
 Akwakuma Roundabout
The roundabout is named after the Akwakuma community. It has some decorated images on 
it that helps to promote tourism in the state. The roundabout is located along Orlu Amakohia 
way.

Transforming roundabouts into tourist attraction:
Imo state is blessed with both natural and man-made attractions which draw tourists from far and 
near to the state. Jones, (2008) identified some of the attractions such as Oguta lake holiday 
resort,Ikeji  festival  of  arondizogu,  Pam beach  holiday  resort  Awo  Mmama,  Zoological  and 
Botanical Garden,Abadaba lake,Nekede zoo. Amusement park Owerri,    Oham, (2014) listed 
other potential attractions such as: Monkey colour Omuma and Aji in Oru local government area, 
Lagwa Aboh Mbaise, the rolling hills at Okigwe, the palace of Ezeigo III of Okporo in Orlu, 
Mbari cultural centres repositories of traditional sculptural work at Ikenegbu Owerri and Eke 
Nguru  Aboh  Mbaise,  the  relics  of  Nigeria  civic  war,Ose  motor.  Others  include  assumpta 
Cathedral, and roundabouts. Several roundabouts have been built in the state but none of them 
has ever portrayed the cultural heritage of the people, which would have educated them on the 
type of attractions the state has.

Conclusion
Roundabouts if transformed into tourist attractions, it will help to promote tourism activities in 
the state. Therefore, the direction for uncommon change can only be achieved when states begin 
to construct edifies such as roundabouts that will lead to revenue generation.

Policy Recommendation
To achieve sustainable roundabouts in Imo state,  government  should involve the ministry of 
commerce, culture and tourism that will show case the spectacular features of the people.
Government should involve the professional bodies such as the state tourism board whose sole 
responsibility is to identify, take decision, develop, protect and preserve man-made and natural 
attraction for the future.
There should be policy empowering the state tourism board to ensure that no political parties 
paste  posters  of  any  kind  on  the  roundabouts.  The  board  should  create  awareness  on  the 
importance of  roundabouts  to  the state,  and the  benefit  such as  promoting  cultural  heritage, 
educating tourists and visitors about the place that will in turn serve as economic value to the 
people.
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