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Abstract
This paper seeks to examine the impact of Abuja population influx on its peripheral unintended  
metropolitan  settlements.  The  objectives  of  the  study  are  to  examine  the  number  of  those  
settlements, investigate the types of slums therein, compare the slums in term of infrastructure  
facilities,  and examine the impact of  population influx on peripheral settlements.  Data were  
generated from interview schedule, focus Group Discussion, field observations, reconnaissance  
visits. Multi-stage sampling techniques were employed in sample selections. 400 respondents  
were sampled. SPSS computer programme of two way covariance and ordinary Least Square  
Model of Multiple regression and Error Correction Model were employed in the analysis of data.  
The results indicated that slum of hope are more than the slum of despair but both engaged in  
informal sector activities and occupied by low income earners. 
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Introduction 
One of the major problems faced by the world in general and developing countries which Nigeria 
is an integral part is the rapid population growth in the urban centres. Thus rapid population 
influx usually cause major urbanization problem in tropical Africa. Urban growth is progressing 
at a rate which is too high for economic development to cope with. The rate is higher than what it 
is in any develop part of the world. Emielu (2016), it is much higher than what it was for Europe  
at the time when it was at the present level of economic development (Harris 2014).
According to the world Bank (2013), whereas urbanization in the industrialized countries took 
many decades, permitting a general emergence of economic, Social and political institutions to 
deal with the problem of transformation, the process in the developing countries particularly in 
Abuja Nigeria is occurring far more rapidly against a background of higher population growth, 
lower incomes and few or less opportunities for migrants (Emielu, 2016).
United nation’s publication (2011) pointed out that Africa’s urban centres are unfolding new 
posers for city managers as the continent swell to double urban population in the next 22 years 
much against global trend. From a population of 373.4 million in 2007 to 759.4 billion by 2030 
and possibly rising to 1.2 billion by 2050. It reported that informal settlements and urban slums 
are in the increase. It recently noted that six out of every Nigeria urban dwellers lived in slum 
condition, thereby worsening the housing condition of the residence of urban centres. (Emielu, 
2016). 
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Statement of the Problem 
Generally speaking, despite the attractions and opportunities offered by the cities of the world 
which Abuja is inclusive the mass influx of migrants have often come to the city to meet a hostile 
environment  characterized  by  unemployment,  underemployment,  housing  problems,  traffic 
congestion,  insufficient  basic  urban  amenities,  high  cost  of  living,  poor  sanitation  and 
environment pollution (Hodgkin 2000). 
As observed by Busayo (2013) Abuja city which had about  150,000-300,000 people has  its 
population now getting closer to about 1million people.  The first  major Federal Government 
Policy statements on the inhabitants were thought to be unwise in uprooting the inhabitants. It 
was then later decided to allow them remain but could be resettled within the territory, should 
their places of abode be affected by the city development projects. This major shift in Federal 
Government policy direction was the major causes of housing problem in Abuja which resulted 
to  people  living  in  squatters  and slums at  the  unintended metropolitan  settlements  of  Zuba, 
Mararaba,  Keffi,  Gwagwalada,  Karmo,  Gwagwa,  Madalla,  nyanya,  Dei-dei,  Dakwa,  Suleja, 
Gauraka, Karu and so on. 
Aluko 2007 noted that the phenomena of high influx of migrants to Abuja from different part of 
Nigeria and the world in general manifested in the acute shortage of housing units which resulted 
into overcrowding, high rents, low infrastructural services and so on. Authorities ascertained in 
opinion  about  the  study  of  high  population  influx  into  cities  and  the  problem of  housing. 
Adebayo (2015), Haris 2014, Ajanlekoko (2001), Aluko (2007), Christopher (2013), Hobsbawn 
(2005), Uroko (2008), Wikipedia (2011),  Busayo (2013) Hodgkin (2000) and Udensi (2014) 
emphasized that urban housing problem in Africa, Nigeria and FCT Abuja is enormous. From the 
literature  search  so  far  no  systematic  search  have  been  carried  out  on  the  impact  of  Abuja 
populated influx on its peripheral unintended metropolitan settlements in recent time. It is against 
this backdrop that this study seeks to research into the topic.

Objectives of the Study 
The aim of this study is to generate quantitative empirical information/data and analysis on the 
impact of Abuja population influx on its peripheral unintended metropolitan settlements. This 
aim will be achieved through the following specific objectives. 

i. To examine the number of Abuja peripheral unintended metropolitan settlements.
ii. To investigate the nature and types of slums found in the peripheral settlements.
iii. To compare the slum of hope and slum of despair in Abuja peripheral settlements.
iv. To look into  the  impact  of  population  influx  on housing in  Abuja and its  peripheral 

unintended metropolitan settlements.
v. To suggest way forward to reduce the influx of migrants to Abuja FCT.

Research questions 
i. How many peripheral unintended metropolitan settlements are there? 
ii. How many types of slums are therein? 
iii. What are the differences between the two types of slums?
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iv. How does the population influx affect housing? 
v. What are the ways forward to reduce this trend of population influx to Abuja?

Hypothesis Postulation
Based on the following preceding, the basic hypotheses of the study are;
H1: There is no significant differences between unintended metropolis, slum of hope and slum 

of despair in the study area. 
H2: There is no significant relationship between Abuja population influx and housing problem 

in peripheral unintended metropolitan settlements.

Scope of the study 
This  study is  on the examination of the impact of Abuja population influx on its  peripheral 
unintended  metropolitan  settlements.  The  peripheral  unintended  metropolitan  settlements  are 
Zuba,  Gwagwalada,  Karmo,  Gwagwa,  Suleja,  Gauraka,  Dei-dei,  Dakwa,  Nyanya,  Karu, 
Mararaba, Madalla, Kwankwashe and so on. Time frame for the study was between 2007-20015) 
(16 years).
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Map of FCT Abuja

Figure 1: Map of FCT Abuja. Nigeria
SOURCE: Macmillan Map 2016.     

 Figure 2: Slum of Hope     Figure 3: Slum of Despair
  Source: Field Survey 2016                                                    Source: Field Survey 2016

Material, procedure and methods 
The study setting comprised of some selected Peripheral Unintended metropolitan settlements 
near  the  core  of  the  Federal  Capital  Territory Abuja,  Nigeria.  The  settlements  are  Suleja  – 
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Madalla axis, Deidei – Dakwa axis, Gwagwa– Karmo axis, Lugbe-Giri axis, Gauraka-Gwazunu 
axis, Zuba-Tunga-Maje axis, Karu-Mararaba axis, Nyanya- Jikwoyi axis. The FCT cover an area 
of approximately 8,000sq km. while the Federal Capital City (FCC) itself occupies about 25,000 
hectares at creation in 1976 FCT population was 124,000. In 1991 the population was 371,674 in 
2006 it was 1,405, 2001. As at 2016 it must have tripled to estimated 4,215, 603 (Usman 2016).
The major data needed for this research was information on the number of respondents who lived 
in slums around the FCT Abuja. Such slums as slum of Hope and Slum of despair around the 
FCT Abuja peripheral unintended metropolitan settlements. Primary and Secondary data were 
obtained, reconnaissance visits or survey were made, photographs were taken, pilot visits were 
made  to  ensure  suitability  and  effectiveness,  oral  interview  were  conducted,  personal 
observations and focus Group Discussions were made to all the slums selected for the study. 
Multi-stage or hierarchical stratified sampling technique was employed or adopted. This provides 
a sample that is representative of squatters who live in slum of Hope and Slum of Despair at 
every stratum.
An estimated 23,864 people live in those slums. About 19,600 people live in slum of Hope, while 
about  4,264  people  live  in  slum  of  despair,  within  the  peripheral  unintended  metropolitan 
settlements around the FCT Abuja. In sample selection about 230 respondents were identify and 
selected who live in slum of Hope, while 170 respondents were identified and selected who live 
in slum of Despair, making a total of 400 respondents in all.
The sample selections are as follow:
Suleja – Madalla axis 72 respondents, Zuba-Tunga-maje 50 respondents, Deidei-Dakwa axis 32 
respondents, Gwagwa-Karmo 34 respondents, Gauraka – Iku 33 respondents, Karu-Mararaba 66 
respondents, Nyanya –Jikwoyi 62 respondents  and Lugbe –Giri axis 51 respondents making a 
total  of  400  respondents,  SPSS  computer  programme  of  two  way  covariance  correlation 
coefficient to ascertain the major difference between the slums and ordinary least square (OLS) 
analytical method were adopted for the analysis of slum of  Hope and Slum of Despair and error  
correction  model  in  the  Unintended  peripheral  metropolitan  settlements  around  the  Federal 
Capital Territory Abuja.
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Parameter/matrix for measurements 
Slum of Hope characteristics
X1 House built on Rock 
X2 House built on steep slopes
X3 Least desirable sites 
X4 No constructed streets/roads 
X5 House on derelict land 
X6 House on swampy Area 
X7 No basic infrastructures
X8 Urban underemployment
X9 Street vending/informal employments 
X10 Garbage scavenging
X11 House offer ravines 
X12 No utilities
X13 extreme ecological niches 
           
           Total Respondents = 230 

After careful identification of the parameter for measuring the characteristics of the slum of 
Hope and Slum of Despair then proper discussions are made as the analysis is to compare the 
two variables as shown in table 1 and 2 and figure 2 and 3.
Table 1 Table 2
Slum of Hope           Slum of Despair 
X1 = 36 Y1 = 28
X2 = 34 Y2 = 24
X3 = 18 Y3 = 20
X4 = 16 Y4 = 22
X5 = 19 Y5 = 24
X6 = 33 Y6 = 23
X7 = 37 Y7 = 15
X8 = 37 Y8 = 14
                    230           170
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Table  3: The  two  way  covariance  analysis  (ANCOVA)  shown  is  to  ascertain  the  major 
differences between the slum of Hope and slum of Despair
Table 3

Dependent variable Squares Df Mean square F Sig.

HP1
LE
SS
SH
SD
HH

High population influx  
Low income Earners
Squatter/Shanty Houses 
Slum of Hope/little infrast.
Slum of Despair 
High cost of Housing
Error 

1929.2556
2239.158
976.077
374.146
11.8901
43.129
2209.239

6
1
1
2
1
2
179

321.543
2239.158
976.077
187.073
11.890
21.564
12.342

26.052
181.424
79.085
15.157
    .963
1.747

.000

.000

.000

.000

.328

.177

Total
Corrected total 

36410.000
4138.495

186
185

Computed using alpha - .05 
R2  - .466 adjusted R2 – 448
F – 15.157 and F - .963
Result  from table  3  above  revealed  a  significant  differences  between  the  two slums  of  the 
Unintended metropolitan settlements. Though the slum of Hope and the Slum of Despair are all 
slums and ghettos one is better than the other. The slum of Hope record in f column is f = 15.157 
while the slum of Despair recorded f = .963. In the FCT Abuja peripheral surroundings the slum 
of  Hope  scores  higher.  As  development  of  FCT  projects  and  infrastructural  facilities  are 
gradually been put in place according to FCT development strategies. It is hoped that sooner or 
later, the slum of Hope shall be linked with good roads, electricity, pipe-borne water and other 
infrastructure facilities, but for the Slum of Despair that are closely located near area prone to 
flooding, swampy, massive erosion, environmental degradation and shanty settlement are also far 
hidden from the main development hope project areas. It may take the federal government or 
FCT development  plans  far  more  many  years  and  efforts  to  develop  the  slum  of  despair. 
Therefore, they may remain like that for a longer period of time for development to reach them. 
This  type  of  slum was unplanned,  overcrowded,  lacking basic  amenities  and infrastructures. 
Though they are both informal sectors. 

Hypothesis -2 
There is no significant relationship between Abuja population influx and housing problem in 
unintended  metropolises.  This  hypothesis  was  tested  using  ordinary  least  square  multiple 
regression model to examine the impact and relationship   between urban population influx and 
housing residence of Slum of Hope and Slum of Despair written the study area. Table 4 

Variable Coefficient Std. error Std tistics Pro 
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Constant 
HPI
LIE
SSH
SOH
SOD
HCH
R-Square
Adjusted R2

f- Statistics
D.W 

84.89142
0.432522
- 0.464869
  23.63596
  0.742284
- 0.622290
- 0.219059
0.929345
0.914205
61.38242
1.904286

10.41103
0.146891
0.133810
1.886374
0.406981
0.271439
0.136275

8.153987
2.944514
-3.474098
12.52984
1.823878
-2.292556
-1.607481

0.0000
0.0064
0.0017
0.0000
0.0789
0.0296
0.1192

The result in table 4 above indicated that R square was 0.929345 estimated to be 93 percent and 
the  Adjusted  R2 is  0.914205  which  is  91  percent  meaning  that  there  is  a  strong  positive 
relationship between population influx to Abuja Federal Capital and inadequately Housing for 
the teaming population daily going to Abuja from Nigeria and other parts of the world f-statistics 
is 61.38242 and D.W is 1.904286. Meaning that the more population influx to Abuja by the low 
income earners employed by informal sectors the more the development of slums and squatters 
in FCT Abuja. Due to high rate of unemployment and poverty cum inadequate houses for the 
population to live in resulted into the large number of low income workers, and squatters rent or 
build their houses in shanty towns (Usman 2015). The f-statistics of 61.38242 revealed that SOH 
with  0.742284 and SOD with  –  0.622290 is  of  little  difference.  Farley (2013)  World  Bank 
(2013),  UNP.  2011,  Fakorede  (2015),  Harris  (2014),  Adebayo  (2015),  Roselyn  (2014)  all 
ascertained that all over the world. Particularly in the developing countries of Africa and latin 
America Slum is Slum of Hope or Slum of Despair. Datty (2014) opines that all slum lacks  
adequate infrastructure to make life more comfortable for the inhabitants.
Christopher (2013) observed that all Slums either of hope or Despair are Unplanned settlements 
that are characterised with low infrastructural facilities, environmental degradation, pollution, 
flooding, congestion, poor sanitation, poor sewage, poor waste management, lack open space for 
fresh air, overstretched facilities, disaster prone areas, filthy, overstressed, stinky, garbage filled 
streets and sub standard houses dominate the urban unintended metropolitan settlements of the 
study area. Therefore, the more the population influx to Abuja the more slums found around the 
town surrounding Abuja FCT.

Conclusion and Recommendations   
In conclusion, the results from the study have indicated a strong positive relationship between 
high  population  influx  to  Abuja  and  the  resultant  development  of  slums  in  the  unintended 
metropolitan settlements around the Federal Capital Territory Abuja. Meaning that the more the 
population influx to Abuja the more the development of Slums in the surrounding settlements. 
The two way covariance analysis ascertain that there is a little differences  between slum of Hope 
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and slum of Despair, various researchers observed that slum settlement is slum of  settlement 
regardless weather one is better than the other in term of all comparisms. 
The study therefore recommends that government should enter into partnership with community- 
Based  organisation  in  FCT to  settle  the  issues  of  housing  in  Abuja.  Provide  incentives  for 
younger people particularly the graduates to encourage them settle in Rural Areas of Nigeria. The 
rural  Area  around  Abuja  should  be  equips  with  industries  and  offices  on  agricultural  based 
opportunities. There should be accelerated Districts Development around Abuja FCT. Individuals 
should   be granted bank loan to build a beautiful house of their own. More job opportunities to 
the  army  of  unemployed  citizens.  Better  condition  of  living  should  be  provided  by  the 
government across the length and breadth of Nigeria. Also Federal Government Policy on FCT 
Abuja Development should be constant and consistent to favour the master plan of the city and 
the general citizen of Nigeria.
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